
State 
dictates
suicide
policy 
BY BRIAN MAHONEY

FLAT HAT ASSOC. NEWS EDITOR

The Virginia legislature unani-
mously passed a bill Feb. 23 prohibit-
ing the state’s universities from pun-
ishing or expelling students who seek 
mental health treatment for suicidal 
tendencies. 

The legislation, sponsored by 
Democrat Delegate Albert C. Eisen-
berg, comes after several suicides at 
the state’s institutions in the past 10 
years. 

According to Vice President for 
Student Affairs Sam Sadler, the bill 
also responds to the expulsion of a 
George Mason University student last 
year. GMU dismissed the student af-
ter he expressed suicidal thoughts to 
school counselors. 

Sadler said that the legislation 
would have little effect on the Col-
lege, which already has an outlined 
mental health protocol.

Sadler added that the College 
has never — and never will — ex-
pel a student for having suicidal 
thoughts. 

“We just don’t do that,” he said. 
“We do have a specific policy for sui-
cidal students. If a student says ‘I’m 
going to kill myself tonight,’ the first 
thing we do is get medical attention 
— the kind of attention that can keep 
that person safe.”

After seeking immediate medical 
attention, the College must decide 
whether or not the student is men-
tally and physically able to continue 
academic work. To do so, the College 
follows a “medical/emotional emer-
gency procedure.”

According to the student handbook, 
the MEEP policy allows the College 
to search for and confiscate a suicidal 
student’s personal belongings. The 
College can also suspend the student 
from academic and extracurricular ac-
tivities and from residence halls. 

“When the College medical/emo-
tional emergency procedures are initi-
ated, a student may not attend classes 
or activities or return to a residence 
hall until he or she has been given 
clearance to do so by the Dean of Stu-
dents or a designee or the Vice Presi-
dent of Student Affairs,” the hand-
book says. “Failure to comply with 
the provisions of the College medical/
emotional emergency procedure may 
result in judicial action.” 

Dr. Kelly Crace, the director of 
the College’s Counseling Center, 
said that 10 percent of the College’s 
5,500 undergraduates seek counsel-
ing during the academic year. Half 
of those students, Crace said, suf-
fer from depression and anxiety. 
One third of all students who seek 
counseling also say that they have 
considered suicide. 

To care for depressed students 
— especially those who are suicidal 
— Crace said that the MEEP proto-
col is the most effective. Crace also 
said that the protocol is enhanced by 
a four-person system, which involves 
the student seeking help, Dean of Stu-
dents Patricia Volp, Director of the 

BY ANGELA COTA

FLAT HAT STAFF WRITER

The Committee on Religion in a 
Public University heard the history of 
the Wren Chapel at its second meet-
ing yesterday afternoon as it began 
the process of studying the issue in 
order to later make an informed deci-
sion about the Wren cross policy.

In its first meeting Feb. 23, the 
committee determined that it needed 
information on the topic before pre-
senting a conclusion in the form of 
a written report to College President 
Gene Nichol, who announced the 
committee’s creation in his State of 
the College address Jan. 25.

Most of yesterday’s meeting was 
spent learning about the chapel and 
the cross’s history from Director of 
Historic Campus Louise Kale.

The committee learned that the 
cross has been removed before. Af-
ter Sept. 11, 2001, the cross was re-
moved to create a quiet, welcoming 
space for students of all religions. 

“Since then, the Chapel has seen 
an increased use of students just 
dropping by; it seemed to dawn on 
students that it was not a tourist part 
of the building,” Kale said. 

Vice President for Student Affairs 
Sam Sadler made this decision, and 
he called Kale to see it through.

“It was not seen as any kind of 
statement; it was very much a no-
brainer,” she said. “It’s been done 
other times, such as for a World Aids 
Day service.” 

The committee posed questions 
about the diversity of the chapel. 
Kale verified that the chapel has been 
used for gay and lesbian unions, and 

the cross has been replaced with al-
ternate religious symbols for other 
ceremonies. Meese remarked that he 
had recently seen a 1966 picture of a 
Torah on the altar. 

However, Kale has never been 
asked for the cross to be removed in 
a request for private use. 

The committee’s resolution to 
obtain more information led to the 
formation of two subcommittees at 
the last meeting — one to find ap-
propriate speakers for the overall 
committee to hear and one to com-
pile information on public university 
and religion policies. These subcom-
mittees met individually since the 
last meeting and reported on their 
progress since then.

History Professor LuAnn 
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“You’ll be more than just a 
number.” 

It looks like an advertisement 
on one of the pamphlets distrib-
uted by the admissions office, but 
it was one of sophomore Jasmine 
Lister’s actual reasons for trans-
ferring to the College. 

Reasons for transferring to the 
College from an equally or more 
academically challenging univer-
sity like Lister’s, who transferred 
from Tufts University this spring, 
seem less obvious than those of 
someone who is upgrading their 
academic atmosphere. However, 
the reasons read just like the ad-
missions office pamphlets: it’s a 
great deal, professors are dedi-
cated and the student body is in-
volved.

Senior Chrissy Adkison, who 
transferred from Johns Hopkins 
two springs ago, was looking for 
stronger classes outside the sci-
ences, among other reasons. 

“Many of the social sciences 
and humanities departments were 

not very strong [at Hopkins],” 
she said. 

Sophomore Raissa Dalusung, 
who transferred this semester 
from Wake Forest University, 
values the small classes here, like 
Wake Forest. Lister, who was 
trying to decide between the Col-
lege or the University of Virginia, 
felt she would benefit from more 
attention from professors. In ad-
dition, she felt the “preppy” at-
mosphere of U.Va. played a role 
in her decision. 

But transfers considered the 
student body beyond the basis of 
preppy style. Talking to friends 
from the College while at JHU, 
Adkison felt she was not getting 
the same general experience.

“I was very unhappy with the 
undergraduate experience I was 
having at Hopkins. The overall 
student body was not very in-
terested in student activities or 
volunteering outside of the class-
room,” she said. 

Talking to friends, she realized 
she lacked connections with the 
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Buzzer beater sinks Tribe
Tribe loses a 68-70 heartbreaker at the buzzer to Georgia 

State, ending the season at 15-15.
See GAME OVER page 10

Last chance for MCR
My Chemical Romance floor tickets sold out — reduced 
student price mezzanine seats available this week only . 
See MCR page 8
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Students dress up and swing the golf club at Kappa Delta’s 12th annual Campus Golf tournament Saturday. 

College woos 
peer-school 
transfer students

LAUREN NELSON ✦ THE FLAT HAT 

Students at universities that are academically equal to the 
College often transfer here due to the lower cost of tuition.  

Committee studies history 
of cross at second meeting

Academic buildings vie for worst on campus
BY ALEX GUILLÉN

THE FLAT HAT

Although The College is known for its 
beautiful Colonial-style architecture, the 
insides of many of the campus’s academic 
buildings are shabby and in a state of disre-
pair, sometimes causing danger to those who 
work and learn within them.

Rogers Hall, home of the chemistry de-
partment, is in such bad shape that a new fa-
cility, the Integrated Science Center, or ISC, 
is under construction to completely replace 
the aging and poorly ventilated building.

Associate Professor Gary Rice, also the 
chair of the chemistry department, listed the 
various problems with Rogers in an e-mail. 

“Antiquated ventilation, eroding utilities, 
dilapidated furnishings, decaying lower divi-
sion teaching labs and lack of research space 
for faculty and students are some of the pri-
mary reasons for needing the ISC,” he said.

Rice listed ventilation as the most signifi-
cant problem.

“Chemists tend to work with numerous 
compounds that require appropriate ventila-
tion,” he said. Last semester, a compound 
that smells similar to natural gas created a 
scare when it was accidentally ventilated out 
of the building. Changes were made to the 
ventilation system to prevent this from oc-
curring again; the design of the ISC should 
prevent similar incidents.

According to the College website, the ISC 
is slated for completion in December of this 
year. Rice added that after the ISC’s comple-
tion, most of Rogers will be renovated to 
house biology and psychology labs. There is 
also a plan to replace Millington Hall, home 
of the biology department, with a new build-
ing that also connects to the ISC.

Tucker Hall, home of the English depart-
ment, is also in need of repairs.

“Of the buildings on old campus, I think 
Tucker is most in need of an update,” said 
Associate Professor and Chair of the English 
Department Jack Martin. According to Mar-
tin, there are parts of the building open to the 
elements. He said that the window in his of-

fice will not completely shut, and added that 
water runs into the Writing Resources Center 
in hard rain.

“The most common complaint is the 
smell of sewage. Sometimes we get cock-
roaches, but lately we’ve been getting ants. 
Some faculty complain about cold offices. 
Some feel the stairs are dangerous,” he said. 
“And then there’s that troublesome ghost on 
the third floor.”

Martin estimated that the building has not 
been seriously renovated since around 1980, 
when the Law School moved out. He also 
said that the faculty would like to see Tuck-
er renovated even though it means “having 
to move all of their books out and back in 

again.”
Martin outlined the planned improve-

ments. This summer the windows will be 
replaced, and Tucker is “in line to have the 
building gutted and renovated. The new 
plans call for an elevator,” he said. The lack 
of an elevator has meant that classes on the 
second and third floors must be moved when 
a student uses a wheelchair or breaks a leg 
— a major hassle that the new plans should 
eliminate.

Morton Hall, on the other side of cam-
pus, is perhaps the most infamous academic 
building on campus; students and faculty 

ALEX HAGLUND ✦ THE FLAT HAT 

[Left] Paint peels from a decrepit window on the second floor of Tucker Hall. The building will soon be renovated. [Right] The College 
Apartments, located on North Boundary St. and home of the American Studies Dept., are infamous for their shoddy infrastructure.
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Thursday, Feb. 22 — A 25-year-old 
man was arrested at 700 Scotland Street 
and charged with being drunk in public and 
for defrauding an innkeeper. 

— A 41-year-old woman was charged 
at 600 York Street with assaulting a police 
offi cer.

— A 34-year-old man was arrested at 
5600 Monticello Avenue and charged with 
driving under the infl uence, refusal to sub-
mit to arrest and possession of a controlled 
substance. 

Friday, Feb. 23 — A 21-year-old wom-
an was arrested at 1500 Richmond Road 
for a DUI and refusal to submit to arrest. 

Saturday, Feb. 24 — A man was ar-
rested at 100 Nicholson Street and charged 
with being drunk in public. 

— A 35-year-old man was arrested at 
200 Scotland Street and charged with being 
drunk in public and possession of mari-
juana, marking the fourth time he had been 
charged with marijuana possession. 

— A 46-year-old woman was charged 
with larceny for stealing health and beauty 
items from the Food Lion at 1200 Rich-
mond Road.

— A 33-year-old man was arrested for 
stealing a CD player from the CVS at 1200 
Richmond Road. This was the third time he 
had been charged with larceny.

Sunday, Feb. 25 — A man was arrested 
on Jamestown Road and charged with van-
dalism, being drunk in public and underage 
possession of alcohol. 

Tuesday, Feb. 27 — A 39-year-old male 
was arrested at the 3000 block of Richmond 
Road and charged with being drunk in public 
and possession of marijuana. It was her sec-
ond offense on possession charges.

Wednesday, Feb. 28 — A 24-year-old 
man was arrested on the 100 block of Mer-
rimac Trail for being drunk in public. 

— A 48-year-old man was charged with 
domestic assault on the 1900 block of Rich-
mond Road.

Saturday, March 3 — a 19-year-old  
College freshman was arrested at the corner 
of Harrison and Richmond Roads for steal-
ing an orange construction cone and under-
age possession of alcohol.

— A 41-year-old male was arrested on 
the 1200 block of Richmond Road for being 
drunk in public.

— A 28-year-old man from Newport 
News was arrested on the 200 block of New 
Hope Road on trespassing charges.

— A 31-year-old woman was arrested 
at 1400 Richmond Road for being drunk in 
public and disorderly conduct.

—compiled by Morgan Figa  
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Source: www.weather.com

I’m a little suspicious about it 
because Banner always messes up 
while I’m registering for classes.

Olivia Lucas, junior
 — photos and interviews by Megan Doyle

I’m a freshman so I haven’t done it 
yet, but I’ve heard no matter what 
sophomores get screwed.

David Woolston, freshman

I did the online test ... It was really 
easy, fast and showed you what 
rooms were open.

Megan Hamilton, sophomore

I don’t care, I’m a senior.

Britney Pescatore, senior

 The most common gripe is that [Morton] is 
still used for educational purposes ... rather 

than ... as a maximum security prison.
- Clay Clemens, Assoc. Chair of the Government Department

See ACADEMIC BUILDINGS page 1”“

News Editor Andy Zahn
Associate News Editor Brian Mahoney 

Associate News Editor Austin Wright
news@fl athatnews.com

Weather

Quotes of the Week

We have to make a good fi rst impression.
- Emmagene Worley, UCAB music chair, on why students 
should turn out for the My Chemical Romance concert

See CONCERT page 6”“
News in Brief

More information released about police station shooting

The Daily Press reported that the woman fatally shot in the parking lot of 
the Williamsburg police station was identifi ed as 57-year-old Terry S. Frazier. 
Police investigators believe the death was a suicide. Beside Frazier’s body the 
police found a .38 caliber handgun and a note that said she came to the station 
because she believed the police would know how to handle the situation. 

The note directed investigators to her room at the Williamsburg Lodge. 
Frazier had moved into the room at the lodge in December.

College alum pleads guilty in Abramoff corruption case

The Washington Post reported that William Heaton, 28, a graduate of the 
College and previous chief of staff to Rep. Robert Ney (R-Ohio) pleaded 
guilty to corruption charges. He also pleaded guilty to one count of conspir-
acy. The charges included accepting gifts, gambling chips and multiple trips, 
including an expense-paid junket to Scotland with his boss from former lob-
byist Jack Abramoff. He admitted to conspiring with Ney to accept bribes in 
exchange for actions that would have benefi ted Abramoff’s clients. 

Heaton told the court that Ney kept some $5,000 in British pounds that he 
had received from Abramoff in a safe in his congressional offi ce. Heaton is 
the ninth person to be convicted in the Abramoff investigation. 

— by Morgan Figa

Sorority expels the ‘socially awkward’ 
BEYOND THE BURG

Feb. 22 to Feb. 28
CITY POLICE BEAT

By the Numbers

This week in
Flat Hat history

After only 244 out of 700 
men passed all of their February 
academic course work, the College 
enacted stricter requirements to 
help reduce the number of failures. 
Freshmen who failed would be 
required to attend 10 nights of 
supervised study hall. Delinquent 
sophomores, juniors and seniors 
whose names appeared twice on 
failing lists in a semester would be 
automatically separated  from the 
College. Copies of the failing list 
were sent to faculty to encourage 
staff to give special attention to  
the failing students.

The men’s tennis team had to 
make daily trips to Ft. Eustis to 
practice. The old tennis courts 
were torn down to make room 
for an addition to Phi Beta Kappa 
Hall, but the College failed to 
maintain the courts designated for  
team practice. 

RAs and the Commons 
Manager organized a campaign 
to return stolen utensils from 
campus cafeterias. The Commons 
estimated that 3,600 glasses, 
2,400 plates and 4,200 pieces of 
silverware had disappeared. The 
RA who started the campaign, 
estimated that it cost the Commons 
Dining Hall $10,000 a year to 
replace stolen utensils.
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BY MORGAN FIGA

FLAT HAT ASSOC. INSIGHT EDITOR

Twenty-three members of 
the DePauw University chap-
ter of Delta Zeta sorority were 
expelled by representatives of 
the national chapter in hopes of 
being able to attract new, “con-
ventionally pretty” recruits, The 
New York Times reports. 

The sorority expelled every 
woman who was overweight as 
well as the only black, Korean 
and Vietnamese members. One  
of the women expelled was the 
chapter’s president. 

The sorority offi cers decided 
to reorganize after a psychology 
professor’s survey announced 
that the members of Delta Zeta 
were seen as socially awkward. 
The national offi cers interviewed 
35 DePauw members in Novem-
ber, and considered them “insuf-
fi ciently committed” and told 
them to leave the sorority house. 

The Times reports that the 
sorority had decided to conduct 
the “review” due to declining re-
cruitment. This year 11 women 

were offered membership and 
only three accepted.

The 12 women allowed to 
stay were considered to be slen-
der and popular with fraternity 
men. They were told that the na-
tional chapter hoped that the re-
maining members would attract 
a different type of recruit. Six of 
the 12 members deactivated af-
ter the reorganization. 

The Times reports that this 
is not the fi rst time an incident 
like this has occurred at the De-
Pauw chapter of Delta Zeta. In 
1982, the sorority refused to let 
a black student to join, drawng 
accusations of racial discrimina-
tion. The DePauw, the student 
newspaper, has also received let-
ters from alumni who graduated 
in 1970 that say the sorority had 
attempted to keep a woman with 
a black father and white mother 
from joining the sorority. 

“Virtually everyone who 
didn’t fi t a certain sorority mem-
ber archetype was told to leave,” 
Kate Holloway, a senior who 
withdrew from the chapter dur-
ing the incident, told the Times. 

“I sensed the disrespect with 
which this was carried out and 
got fed up. I didn’t have room in 
my life for these women to come 
in and tell my sisters of three 
years that they weren’t needed.” 

Robert Bottoms, the univer-
sity’s president, sent a two-page 
letter reprimanding the sorority. 

The Delta Zeta sorority na-
tional headquarters has posted a 
response on its website. 

“Delta Zeta fi nds it offensive 
that recent reports have sug-
gested that decisions at DePauw 
University were related in any 
way to our members’ races and 
nationalities,” the statement 
said. 

The Times reports that several 
students who were forced to re-
sign from the sorority withdrew 
from classes citing depression as 
the reason.

CBS News reported that Del-
ta Zeta is not the only member 
of the Greek system in trouble 
with DePauw University. Three 
fraternities have been on proba-
tion for varying hazing incidents 
in the past few years.  

The increase in offi ce workers’ typing output when a building’s temperature is 
turned up from 68 to 77 degrees, according to a Cornell University study. The 
study also found that typing errors fell by 44 percent in the warmer setting.

Gas mileage estimate for the GM Hummer most commonly given by dealers, 
according to a 2003 CBS report. GM estimates are two mpg higher.

— by Maxim Lott

The increase in the number of motor vehicles registered in Virginia during 
the decade between 1995 and 2005, according to the Daily Press. At the same 
time, the proportion of Virginians with a driver’s license fell slightly.

150 percent

8 to 10 mpg

48 percent

The Kappa Delta sorority was 
closed because of low recruitment 
numbers. The president of 
Kappa Delta said that half of 
the members graduated and the 
number of incoming pledges 
for the current year was 10. The 
College had a pledge quota of 34.  
The sorority planned to reorganize 
the following year.    

— compiled by Morgan Figa

1975

66 percent
The proportion of international relations professors in the U.S. and Canada 
who think East Asia will be the most strategically important region in 20 
years, according to a survey conducted by professors at the College. Most 
IR professors say the Middle East is currently the most important region.

The proportion of evenly matched sports competitions won by the competitor 
wearing red, according to a study done at the University of Durham. The 
researchers believe that the color may subconsciously intimidate opponents.

60 percent
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The Delta Zeta sorority asked the only black, Korean and Vietnamese members to leave. 
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RIAA targets colleges to 
stop illegal downloading
BY ANDY HENDERSON

THE FLAT HAT

Students who download music online from ques-
tionably legal sources should proceed with caution. 
This year, the Recording Industries Association of 
America (RIAA) has redoubled its nationwide ef-
forts targeting illegal file sharing on university 
campuses, issuing hefty fines as out-of-court settle-
ment options. 

The RIAA says it has sent three times as many 
complaints to universities over the sharing of 
copyrighted material this year than in the previous 
school year. 

“They are sending out a lot more notices now,” 
Matt Keel, Information Technology’s security en-
gineer, who handles the RIAA’s complaints at the 
College, said. 

The College has received over 200 complaints 
so far this year from the RIAA and other groups, 
like the Motion Pictures Association of America. 

The RIAA also sent out 400 pre-litigation no-
tices to 13 schools last week, but none so far to the 
College. 

These letters give students an opportunity to set-
tle for a discounted rate, estimated at $3,000, before 
being taken to court.

Different from the pre-litigation notices, the 
complaints the College has been receiving sim-
ply alert it to the presence of copyrighted material 
shared on its network and ask the College to take 
action. 

“We’re not required under the law to affirma-
tively go out and police people’s hard drives,” Dave 
Gilbert, who handles the file-sharing cases in the 
Dean of Students office, said. 

Because it is difficult to differentiate between le-
gal and illegal file sharing, IT only blocks peer-to-
peer services on the wireless network in an attempt 
to preserve wireless bandwidth for other purposes. 
On the wired network, file sharing is allowed, but 
restricted to a set bandwidth limit. 

“We are obligated [to take action] once we be-
come aware of the illegal file sharing,” Gilbert 
said.

Under federal law, the College is only liable for 
any files shared illegally on its network if it does 
not act to remove them once aware of their pres-
ence.

While some colleges treat illegal file sharing as 
a very serious violation, at the College, the odds are 
that it will result in little to no disciplinary action. 

“We expect the student can learn from it, can 
change the behavior and can move forward without 
long term consequences,” Gilbert said.

For a first time offender, this will amount to little 
more than a slap on the wrist and brief loss of net-
work services while the student’s internet access is 
limited to a single website explaining the problem. 

“Your computer was reported to be illegally 
sharing copyrighted materials. We received an e-
mail from the Recording Industry Association of 
America (RIAA), and under federal law, are re-
quired to address this issue,” a mock-up of the 
website IT provides to offenders reads.

The student must affirm that all copyrighted ma-
terials have been deleted by typing his student ID 
and password in an online form. Internet use is then 
restored.

“The vast majority of students comply with that 
and we don’t have a second violation,” Gilbert 
said.

While second-time violators have received a 
warning—the lightest disciplinary measure — these 
instances are handled on a case-by-case basis be-
cause of their rarity. 

Before last week — when there were eight sec-
ond-time violations — there had been only one 
such case this year.

 In order to make sure these students fully under-
stand the technical aspects of the situation, they are 
often referred to the IT department.

“One place where students get caught by sur-
prise is where students have their file sharing op-
tions open,” he said.

Recently, the dean’s office saw a second-offense 
student who continued to share and upload files in 
a peer-to-peer file-sharing program. By upload-
ing files, the student again made his IP address an 
RIAA target. 

“You have to be aware that generally when 
you’re downloading you’re also uploading,” said 
Keel. “If you’re sharing, you’re not anonymous. 
They can track it back.”

There has never been a third offense, but Gilbert 
imagined he would “respond more assertively.”

“Usually the next level from a warning is proba-
tion. In an extreme case, sanctions higher than that 
could be warranted,” Gilbert said. 

Most students at the College probably do not 
have to worry about extreme cases. Gilbert de-
scribed an “extreme case” as significant piracy go-
ing above and beyond the average user’s download-
ing the odd song.
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IR professors don’t preach what 
they practice, survey finds
BY ELIZA MURPHY

THE FLAT HAT

Three College professors and one 2006 gradu-
ate recently published the results of their 2007 “The 
View from the Ivory Tower” survey on international 
relations faculty in the United States and Canada.

The survey was conducted by Professor of gov-
ernment and Dean for educational policy, arts and 
sciences Sue Peterson, Assistant Professors of gov-
ernment Michael Tierney and Amy Oaks and Daniel 
Maliniak, ’06.

The conductors of the survey were particularly in-
terested in whether the teaching and research efforts 
of faculty members are responsive to changes in the 
real world, and whether research and instruction in 
international relations have any influence on world 
policy.

The survey consists of 83 questions on four top-
ics: teaching, research, the international relations 
discipline and foreign policy views.

The idea for conducting the survey originated in 
2004 when a College student approached Tierney. 
The student wanted to know why international rela-
tions teachers talked so much in class about realism 
when they are committed in their own research to 
liberalism. Liberalism is the importance of institu-
tions in international politics, while realism focuses 
on state power and national interests.

“We thought it might be interesting to find out if 
international relations faculty around the country re-

ally do teach what they preach — that is, whether 
their research and teaching are tightly connected,” 
Peterson said.

Peterson was surprised by the negative correla-
tion between teaching and research practices in the 
field. Sixty-two percent of U.S. faculty identify the 
Middle East as the region of greatest strategic im-
portance today, but only 7 percent conduct any sig-
nificant research in that region. Similarly, 66 percent 
of U.S. faculty said that East Asia will be the most 
important region in 20 years, yet only 8 percent focus 
their research on this region.

The goal was to survey all faculty members at 
four-year colleges and universities in the United 
States and Canada who teach and conduct research 
in international relations. Of the 2,838 American and 
275 Canadian faculty members asked to participate, 
1,112 Americans and 110 Canadians responded to 
the survey.

The goal for 2008 is to expand the survey to in-
clude the opinions of European, East Asian and even-
tually Latin American foreign policy experts.

“We hope to provide important information to 
scholars of international relations about their own 
discipline, about the influence of teaching on the for-
eign policy views of students and future policy mak-
ers, and about the relationship between the academy 
and the policy world,” Peterson said. 

She said that the first survey in 2004 made her 
think more deeply about the goals and methods of 
her own teaching.

College waits on Vista upgrade
BY ALINA TODOR

THE FLAT HAT

Microsoft Windows recently 
released a new operating system, 
Windows Vista, which boasts fea-
tures to increase safety and effi-
ciency in Windows programs.

The operating system, released 
earlier this year, comes with a new 
version of Microsoft Office called 
Office 2007, according to Micro-
soft.com. 

The operating system is incom-
patible with some earlier Windows 
applications, causing complica-

tions during the switch from older 
editions of Microsoft to the Vista 
operating system.

Chris Ward, director of the 
technology support center at the 
College, said that as of now “we 
are not recommending students or 
faculty [and] staff upgrade their 
current computers to Vista.”

However, a new myNotebook 
model will be released between 
May and June of this year, and the 
model will come with the Vista 
operating system, according to 
Ward.

According to the College IT 

website, Vista is expected to be 
available in public computer labs 
for the 2007-2008 academic year. 

Incoming freshmen in the class 
of 2011 will have the option of 
purchasing laptop notebooks with 
the Windows Vista operating sys-
tem. 

“We are currently testing ap-
plications to identify any compat-
ibility issues so we can fix them 
before deployment,” Ward said.

Ward, however, said that IT 
does not “anticipate any major 
problems” upon the debut of Vista 
on campus. 



Student Health Center Dr. Gail Mo-
ses and Crace himself. 

“Our primary goal is to devise an 
optimal treatment plan for a student 
who is suicidal,” Crace said.  

Crace added that the four-person 
system addresses all of the students’ 
emotional, physical and academic 
concerns. Doing so allows the 

school to better assess the stu-
dent’s ability to return to academ-
ic and social life at the College. 

According to Sadler, most stu-
dents who undergo MEEP soon 
return to academic and social 
life. There are instances however, 
when the College prohibits stu-
dents from returning to school. 

“[A student’s] return is based 
upon a counselor’s recommenda-

tion,” Sadler said. “If you can’t be 
sure that the student can stay safe 
[at the College], you have an ethi-
cal obligation to help that student 
get a medical withdrawal.”

Sadler also said that the pro-
gram has been very successful. 

“I do believe that the [men-
tal health] policies, practices and 
protocols of the College have re-
ally been life-saving,” he said. 

Sadler acknowledged that the 
school has experienced some 
problems with depression, includ-
ing multiple suicides in 2005. He 
said that, while any loss of life is 
tragic, those deaths represented 
“strange proximities” and did not 
indicate that the College had an 
above-average suicide rate. 

“If you look at William and 
Mary’s numbers over time, the 
rate of suicide is about half the 
national average,” Sadler said.
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U.Va. criticized for denying gym 
benefits to gay partners of staff 
BY ANDY GARDEN

FLAT HAT STAFF WRITER

The University of Virginia is the 
target of criticism by some of its 
gay staff members over its policy 
restricting access to the university 
recreational centers, according to 
a report in Charlottesville’s Daily 
Progress.  

The newspaper published an 
article Feb. 25 focusing on U.Va.’s 
position, which is atypical of many 
of Virginia’s public institutions. 
While U.Va. allows the heterosex-
ual spouses of professors and staff 
to purchase memberships for the 
recreational centers on campus, it 
does not allow the partners of gays 
to receive the same benefit.

According to Carol Wood, a 
U.Va. spokeswoman, the universi-

ty’s policy is based on an opinion 
the school received from the office 
of former Attorney General Jerry 
Kilgore. “[U.Va.] is clearly compli-
ant with state law. I cannot speak 
for other institutions,” Wood said in 
the Daily Progress.

Gay and lesbian staff members 
have reportedly met with Virginia 
state Sen. Creigh Deeds (D-25), 
whose district represents Char-
lottesville, on the issue. Deeds, a 
Democrat who narrowly lost in his 
2005 campaign for attorney gener-
al, is sympathetic to their concerns.

“I don’t see what the problem 
is with a gym membership,” Deeds 
said. “Under the current law, some-
thing like health care for same-
sex partners at a public institution 
would be a problem, but going to 
the gym?”

The decision to restrict access 
is not reflected in the policies of 
several other public state schools, 
including Virginia Tech, Virginia 
Commonwealth University, Old 
Dominion University and the Col-
lege.

According to Director of Rec-
reational Sports Linda Knight, 
the College’s general statement of 
rights allows partners to receive 
gym benefits.  

“The William and Mary State-
ment of Rights and Responsibilities 
protects students, faculty and staff 
from discrimination based on sexu-
al orientation. If a homosexual fac-
ulty or staff [member] comes and 
asks about a membership for their 
partner, we extend the same offer 
to them as we do spouses of faculty 
and staff,” Knight said.

BY JOSHUA BARR

THE FLAT HAT

Last month, the College an-
nounced it had received a $300,000 
grant from the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation to pursue faculty-un-
dergraduate combined research ini-
tiatives. 

Under the supervision of faculty 
members, approximately 20 ad-
vanced undergraduates will coor-
dinate individual and/or group re-
search projects in sophomore-  and 
junior-level courses. 

According to the Roy R. Charles 
Center, there are two primary goals 
of the program: to enrich the learn-
ing experience of students lacking 
research opportunities and to pro-
vide top-tier students with a “shel-
tered” opportunity to experience a 
teaching role.  

The initiative aims to strengthen 
research opportunities during stu-
dents’ sophomore and junior years, 
years that, according to the Charles 
Center, “have become the weak 
link in the College’s commitment 
to active learning and undergradu-
ate research.”

The College first received 
funding from the foundation last 
year, when Dean of the Faculty of 
Arts and Sciences Carl Strikwerda 
secured a grant from the founda-
tion. 

“The Mellon Fellows program 
has allowed experienced under-
graduates to help faculty mentors 
bring their research into their teach-
ing in exciting new ways,” Strikw-
erda said. 

Faculty in 15 departments, in-
cluding those in the sciences, social 
sciences and humanities have ben-
efited from the funds. 

Timothy Barnard, professor of 
English and American studies, re-
ceived a grant to chronicle early 
twentieth century Williamsburg 
culture. 

Working with two undergradu-
ate fellows, he is heading a one-
credit class that interviews lo-
cal Williamsburg residents about 
movie-going during the first half 
of the 20th-century. Barnard also 
hopes to expand the Williamsburg 
Theatre Project, an online database 
that aims to record every film that 
screened in Williamsburg. 

“The course and the research 
opportunity it creates for students 
... contributes to the efforts of the 
American studies program to offer 
to the community [its] researching 
techniques and expertise that can 
help promote a better understand-
ing of our community’s rich 20th 
century history (which for too long 
has been overshadowed by the 
fame of our town’s colonial his-
tory),” Barnard wrote in an e-mail 
to the Flat Hat. 

Junior Kristen Boos is work-
ing with Barnard on the project. 
She said that the program allows 
students to step outside the library 
and gain new, first-hand research 
opportunities. 

“This program gives students 
an opportunity to experience first-
hand historical research and docu-
mentation,” Boos said. “It extends 
historical research out from Swem 
Library and into the Williamsburg 
community. Instead of just learning 
how to work a microfilm reader, 
they will be gaining skills in talk-
ing to people, asking the right 
questions and thinking analytically 
about what they hear.” 

Students receive Mellon grants

Value attracts peer-school transfers

student community and admired her 
friends’ fun traditions, school spirit 
and closeness with professors.   

“They had great rapport with 
their professors, were involved in 
research and got tons of personal 
attention. The JHU body was very 
disconnected because everyone 
was so focused on completing their 
engineering degrees or compet-
ing with each other in the pre-med 
program,” Adkinson said. “Also, 
juniors and seniors had to live 
off-campus because there was not 
enough on-campus housing. This 
also led to a greater disconnect.”

Junior Stephanie Shaffer trans-
ferred from Colby College, which 
has only about 2,000 students. She 
transferred from Colby in search of 
a larger student body. 

“I transferred because I was 
looking for a prestigious school 
with a somewhat larger student 
body that would offer me the same 
close-knit relationship between 
students and professors while also 

offering an even broader range of 
extracurricular opportunities,” she 
said. 

 Sometimes a school does not 
fit the student’s expectations. Dalu-
sung realized at Wake Forest what 
she did and did not like in a school, 
she said.

“I’ve heard students say [that 
their former schools] are just not 
their best fit,” Associate Dean of 
Admissions Kim VanDeusen said. 

Financial reasons also play a 
role; as a resident of Virginia, Da-
lusung felt she would benefit from 
saving money with in-state tuition 
without a drastic change in her col-
lege experience, since Wake Forest 
and the College are academically  
comparable and similar in size. 

“I felt like I was paying too 
much for the experience I was get-
ting at Tufts,” Lister said. “Defi-
nitely in-state tuition was a great 
reason for me to transfer. Why pay 
close to 50 grand a year to go to a 
school you do not like, when you 
can pay in-state and still get an ex-
cellent education?” 

The College, often referred 
to as a “public ivy,” makes sense 
for residents of Virginia, but it is 
also worth it to Adkison, who ran 
into trouble with her Hopkins fi-
nances.  

“At first I had a full ride to Hop-
kins, but they changed my financial 
package halfway through the year. 
I was upset most by how the ad-
ministration treated me; they acted 
like it was my fault somehow, and it 
was bothering them that I was ask-

ing for their help,” Adkison said.
Despite the fact that she will 

have some debt after graduating, 
she does not regret coming to the 
College, she said.  

Some had not considered the 
College when applying as seniors 
in high school, such as Shaffer, 
who originally looked at small pri-
vate colleges, only to end up want-
ing something bigger. Her father’s 
friend, a successful judge, suggest-
ed the College to her, she said. 

On the other hand, the College 
was Adkison’s number one choice 
in the beginning of her college 
search, but she decided it would be 
nice to go out of state.

Regardless of the reason for their 
transfer, they all seem to agree that 
they made the right choice. They 
were appreciative of the welcom-
ing student body and transfer orien-
tation program for the transition. 

“I thought the transition would 
be harder than it was. Orientation 
definitely helped make the transi-
tion smoother because everyone 
was really friendly and genuine,” 
Dalusung said.  

The workload has been an easy 
adjustment as well. 

“Work-wise the transition was 
easy because the work load at 
Wake Forest is just as tough,” Da-
lusung said. “I can definitely say 
that although Colby offered me a 
top-notch education, the education 
provided at the College of William 
and Mary is equally if not more 
challenging and intriguing,” Shaf-
fer said. 

GA passes student suicide bill
GA  from page 1

VALUE  from page 1



Homza, who chairs the subcommit-
tee looking for speakers, reported 
that they compiled a list of potential 
speakers. They presented this list to 
the provost, who approved it. If the 
invitees accept, the speakers will 
address the committee sometime 
between March 19 and April 6. 

“They will provide a large in-
tellectual and legal analysis of the 
President’s actions and the reactions 
to those actions,” Homza said. 

Committee co-chair and Law 
Professor Alan Meese presented 
the data-gathering subcommittee’s 
progress. His group is focusing on 
other public and private universities 
in the College’s peer group, includ-
ing Virginia state institutions, “Co-
lonial Colleges” and public schools 

that have or have had chapels.
Meetings with student religious 

organizations included Wesley 
Foundation, Intervarsity Christian 
Fellowship, Catholic Campus Min-
istries and Canterbury Ministries.  

“They were very, very helpful 
meetings; we saw a broad spectrum 
of points of view,” Livingston said. 

The subcommittee will have 
a meeting March 6 with Campus 
Ministers United. The next meet-
ing of the complete Committee on 
Religion will be March 21. It will 
be public, though not open to com-
ment; however, at 7 p.m. that day, 
there will be another meeting during 
which public input will be allowed.
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alike abhor attending and teaching 
classes in the building. Morton is 
home to many departments, includ-
ing government and economics.

Clay Clemens, the Hamilton 
professor of government and as-
sociate chair of the department of 
government, was eager to discuss 
the poor conditions in Morton. He 
cited Morton as “the Units of the 
William & Mary classroom build-
ings,” and said that, even though 
“Housekeeping and Facilities 
Management do their level best, 
the task [of cleaning and repairing 
the building] would drive Sisyph-
us to despair.”

“The most common gripe is that 
it is still used for educational purpos-
es at all rather than being employed 
as a maximum security prison, the 
purpose for which it is clearly bet-
ter suited,” Clemens said. “As one 
colleague in another department put 
it, while some buildings are aestheti-
cally unattractive but functional, and 

others aesthetically pleasing yet not 
functional, Morton is a unique com-
bination of unaesthetic dysfunction-
ality.”

He complained about the eleva-
tor, saying that it “is so slow and 
unreliable there should be a time-
table posted so you can plan your 
next departure well in advance,” and 
confirmed that part of the building 
is, in fact, sinking.

“Every semester some guy 
comes by, reads [a seismograph 
that measures Morton’s descent], 
and says, ‘Yep, she’s sinking,’” 
Clemens said.

The building’s confusing layout 
is also a problem. “At the beginning 
of each fall semester, we find fresh-
men who have wandered down one 
of the office corridors in search of 
an exit, just standing [and] staring in 
dumb disbelief at a solid wall,” he 
said.

Clemens described several minor 
renovations in the past few years, 
noting especially the most recent 
major renovation: last year, the area 

under the east wing of the building 
was found to have a person-sized 
gap underneath it due to the eroding 
foundation.

“Our floor was temporarily 
propped up by small jacks about the 
size of a bicycle pump, and one con-
struction worker advised us against 
treading too heavily,” he said. “For-
tunately over winter break last year 
they pumped in tons of fast setting 
liquid concrete and filled the cavern 
in.”

As for future renovations, Cle-
mens says that “there is talk about 
renovating Morton 20, the dungeon-
like classroom with no windows, a 
place where happy thoughts go to 
die.” He described Morton ever be-
ing rebuilt on more solid land as “an 
urban legend.”

He also commented on “that 
Morton smell,” a mystery to stu-
dents for many years: it’s “rotting 
flesh from economics majors who 
died of boredom and were stuffed 
underneath the floors to prop the 
building up.”

Problems plague older buildings Committee studies cross history
PROBLEMS  from page 1 COMMITTEE  from page 1



As you may have noticed, Sigma Pi’s annual 
“Golf Pros and Tennis Hoes” dance party had a 
slightly different message this year; tennis “ladies” 
replaced “hoes,” to appease members of the College 

administration who thought the 
original name was inappropri-
ate. I was surprised to see the 
school taking this stand, since 
frat parties almost always have 
“Pimps and Hoes” themes, and 
I didn’t think anyone outside 
of my circle of friends thought 
anything of it.

I’ve frequently complained 
about these party names, since 

they often seem more sexist that sexy, but for some 
reason tennis “ladies” gave me no vindication. 
Yeah, I’m no fan of the term “ho,” but it’s not like 
the party itself was transformed with the use of 
a different female descriptor. There were polos, 
pearls and lots of intoxicated 
people trying to dance, as 
always. Nothing seemed to 
have changed, so was mak-
ing a new name really that 
big of a deal?

As a feminist and a soror-
ity woman, I’ve often experienced conflict over 
the role of women in Greek life. On the one hand, 
sororities are organizations designed specifically 
for women to gain leadership experience and 
form life-long bonds. At the same time, though, 
competition among sororities and the value placed 
on attention from fraternities is disheartening. 
So, while making every T-shirt and dance party a 
sexual (and sometimes sexist) innuendo rubs me 
the wrong way, I still love being Greek. In fact, I 
get defensive when non-Greeks criticize us (even 
when I agree), because I hate the stereotypes that 
people create for social sororities and fraternities. 
There are certainly aspects of the Greek system 
that I don’t like, but we are more than just drinking 
clubs and popularity contests.

Frankly, while the Greek world has lots of work 
to do in the realm of female empowerment, I really 
don’t think it’s fair to put too much blame on Greek 
students themselves. Yes, I think that women aren’t 
always treated fairly, but (unfortunately) is it that 
surprising? We live in a society where women are 
unequal to men in many arenas, and being the soror-
ity “ho” to some fraternity “pimp” certainly doesn’t 
fall outside mainstream gender roles and expecta-
tions. Plus, it isn’t just Greeks who participate; 
they’re just more visible than other organizations 
and groups on this campus.

While I have problems with this pimp and ho 
dichotomy and the college hook-up culture that 
promotes it, I still can’t totally dismiss it — with 
all of the obvious flaws, it does provide a way for 
women to express their sexuality. I think it’s unfair 
that women are still devalued, but this hyper-sexu-
ality does provide an alternative to the repression 
of sexuality (especially female sexuality) we’re so 

accustomed to. I don’t like 
the pressure that’s placed on 
women our age to always be 
sexy and available, but for 
those women who want to 
dress like “hoes,” this culture 
at least provides some oppor-

tunity for that expression.
It’s difficult to balance these ideals. While I 

have strong feelings about sexist gender roles, I 
also don’t want to disregard something that many 
women feel is empowering. Moreover, it seems as 
if sorority women are being pulled in two direc-
tions: most national headquarters don’t want their 
members to appear “un-ladylike,” but in college 
students’ psyches, sorority girls are assumed to be 
crazy, drunken sluts. The fact is, we’re both and nei-
ther. Maybe someone could throw a party with that 
theme: “Pimps and Sorority Women Who Can Dress 
Like Hoes If They Feel Like It And Not Be Judged 
Either Way.”  Any takers?

Devan Barber, a junior at the College, is a Staff 
Columnist. Her columns appear every Tuesday.

When is the news (or ad)
not fit to print?

STAFF EDITORIAL

The Flat Hat has recently received comments 
regarding a perceived lack of judgment in our 
decision to print an advertisement entitled “What 
is Sexual Virtue?” which appeared in our Feb. 23 
edition. This advertisement has been harshly criti-
cized for the viewpoints it advocated — premarital 
abstinence, the increased likelihood of interracial 
relations leading to unhappy marriages and the 
notion of emotional inferiority in women. This 
one incident of controversial material brings up 
the broader issue of censorship in our pages — an 
issue that has appeared in the past and is certain to 
resurface in the future.

The Flat Hat reserves the right to refuse and censor 
advertising and content — and 
we have done so before. While 
we may not necessarily agree 
with the particular stance of 
an ad, we do not find it in 
our best interest or in the best 
interest of those who value an 
open campus press to refuse 
publication of an advertise-
ment unless exceptional circumstances warrant such 
censorship. Our staff discussed whether or not to 
print the ad and ultimately chose to do so because 
we agreed that it was neither obscene nor directly 
threatening to anyone.

The Flat Hat does not currently have a concrete 
rubric for examining the appropriateness of ads; 
submissions are handled on a case-by-case basis. 
Ads and content that are obscene, pornographic, bla-
tantly threatening or that libel or attack individual 
persons or groups are examples of cases where cen-
sorship would be appropriate and thus implemented. 
However, the factual accuracy of an ad is the respon-
sibility of the person or group who submits it, and, 
as always, readers are welcome to submit their own 

opinions in response. As with any form of advertis-
ing, a viewer and a consumer must approach each 
ad with a critical eye. One cannot believe everything 
one reads or sees in advertisements.

The debate involving censorship, decency and 
responsibility is not new to this campus. Recently, 
the Sex Workers Art Show caused a similarly 
heated debate, and College President Gene Nichol 
said that, regardless of his own personal opinion, 
it was not his place to censor campus groups. In 
our coverage of the show and the campus response, 
The Flat Hat included a photograph of a performer 
in the show handling a dildo in a way some saw as 
inappropriate. In this case, the photo — which was 

printed in a non-sensational, 
discrete way on the fourth 
page — appeared because 
it was relevant to the story 
and was essential in helping 
readers understand the Sex 
Workers Art Show and why it 
had caused such an uproar.

In the same way that the 
College did not censor the Art Show, our editorial 
staff chose to allow both the photo and the afore-
mentioned advertisement to print. While readers 
may disagree with certain ads or content, our staff 
has upheld the principles of free speech except in 
rare cases where the content was illegal, immoral or 
posed an imminent threat to people. We choose not 
to print the names of rape victims, even when other 
campus publications exposed their identities. On 
Blowout last year, we withheld threatening informa-
tion at the request of campus police for reasons of 
public safety. The Flat Hat will continue to show 
restraint and censorship when it is warranted while 
simultaneously remaining committed to the ideals of 
a free and open newspaper.

While readers may disagree with 
certain ads or content, our staff has 
upheld the principles of free speech 
except in rare cases where the con-
tent was illegal, immoral or posed 
an imminent threat to people.

The Flat Hat welcomes submissions to the Opinions section. Letters to the Editor and Opinions columns are 
due at 5 p.m. Sunday for publication the following Tuesday and at 5 p.m. Wednesday for the following Friday. All 
submissions must be typed and double-spaced, and must include the author’s name, telephone number and any 
relevant titles or affiliations with campus or national groups. Letters may be no more than 300 words; columns 
may not be less that 500 words nor more than 700. Letters must be e-mailed to opinions@flathatnews.com. The 
Flat Hat reserves the right to edit all material. Because of space limitations, The Flat Hat may not publish all 
submissions. The Flat Hat Editorial Board meets before each issue to discuss the position taken by editorials. 
Unsigned editorials are written by a designated member of the Editorial Board. All Board editorials reflect the 
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Pimps and … ladies

There are certain aspects of the 
Greek system that I don’t like, but 
we are more than just drinking 
clubs and popularity contests.

Devan
Barber

BY NATE BURGESS, FLAT HAT GRAPHICS EDITOR
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Debating cross rationally 
Frankly, I’m pretty disappointed with the cover-

age of the Wren cross controversy, and I’m not just 
talking about the campus newspapers. The problem 
isn’t that the topic’s not getting enough publicity; 

anyone who’s opened The 
Flat Hat knows that’s not 
the case. Instead, the prob-
lem is that the issue’s being 
debated the wrong way. If 
you read the heated com-
ments left on The Flat Hat’s 
website, the majority of them 
are ad hominem attacks on 
President Nichol, compar-
ing the “arrogant” man to a 

“dictator” with an “agenda” of both ignoring the 
history of the College and 
desecrating the Wren Chapel. 
Yet these comments them-
selves are an insult to the 
history of the College; they 
demonstrate that some of our 
students (and alumni) cannot 
hold a rational, civilized debate without resorting to 
name-calling.

By now it’s become clear that the subject has 
devolved into two groups of people endlessly argu-
ing value judgments and opinions, which can’t pos-
sibly yield anything but frustration on both sides. 
Let’s take a step back from our divisive belief 
systems, and start with a blank slate. Let’s look at 
the facts. Let’s use the intelligence that the admin-
istration praised us for during Orientation week. 
In sum, let’s use some reason. Thus, I offer you an 
example of a logical argument supporting President 
Nichol’s actions.

1. The College is a public institution run by the 
Commonwealth of Virginia.

2. The Supreme Court, in the 2005 case Van 

Orden v. Perry, ruled that religious symbols dis-
played in public areas are only constitutionally jus-
tifiable if they are part of what is “a broader moral 
and historical message reflective of cultural heri-
tage” that serves a “secular” purpose.

3. The Wren cross is a religious symbol displayed 
in a public area.

4. The Wren cross is not part of “a broader moral 
and historical message reflective of cultural heri-
tage,” nor does it serve any “secular” purpose.

5. Therefore, if the Wren cross case were brought 
to the Supreme Court (at least the one of 2005), the 
Court would rule there must be some modification in 
the manner that the Wren cross was displayed.

I’m not going to say I stand by this argument, 
as I only quickly composed it using my (limited) 

knowledge and (infinite) 
frustration with the way this 
controversy is being handled 
by both our community and 
outsiders alike. However, I 
still think it makes a point: 
there’s a way to argue intel-

ligently and compellingly. For example, if you ques-
tion my premise that the Wren cross lacks a “moral 
and historical message,” put forth your own argu-
ment demonstrating how a relatively recent addition 
can still convey such a message. Rather than simply 
presupposing the College’s history is so important to 
preserve, I challenge you to prove it. To those who 
assert the cross is offensive to non-Christians, dem-
onstrate it. Isn’t this type of disagreement better than 
what we’re seeing elsewhere? Rather than shouting 
back and forth like fanatical dogmatists, let’s make 
an effort to address controversial issues like the 
removal of the Wren cross with more reason and less 
emotion. In short, College community, I’m asking 
you to please stop taking your beliefs for granted.

Raymond Berti is a junior at the College.
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Let’s take a step back from our divi-
sive belief systems, and start with a 
blank slate. Let’s look at the facts. In 
sum, let’s use some reason.

Divide in two our kingdom
At every impasse in our institution’s spotted 

history, there appear to be two dueling factions 
into which each one of us can be more or less 
accurately deposited. These sides regularly joust 

on The Flat Hat’s discussion 
webpage; they write passion-
ate and sometimes noxious 
letters to varying editors with 
varying numbers of exclama-
tion points; and, to borrow 
one of my favorite phrases 
from Pynchon, each regards 
the other as a pack of deluded 
fools. Indeed, were they 
ever to cross paths en masse, 

unquantifiable gobs of spit would surely be 
exchanged.

I propose, therefore, that we call the whole thing 
off and chop the school in 
half. Not literally, mind you 
— though if things take a turn 
for the macabre, it may call 
for that. Our school’s bipar-
tite name already supports 
division. We will have The 
College of William and The College of Mary. This 
implies that one college will be for men and the 
other for women, but that’s not true. Initial confu-
sion will be rampant, I realize, but with time this 
will dissipate, as will all of our problems.

The College of William will educate students 
(again, of both sexes) who believe that a moral 
guidebook exists, perhaps printed by God Himself 
on acid-free paper, and that the best lives are 
devoted to abiding by this code. These students 
will be typically, but not always, conservative. To 
promote the college, William’s newspaper, The 
Flat, will give away a free iPod to whoever writes 
the millionth article in support of the display of 
religious symbols. 

In fact, to ease these tensions, every student 
will be given a gold religious symbol to display 
at one’s discretion in any environment. William’s 
half of the Sunken Garden will be constantly lit-
tered with crosses, signifying that portions of the 
lawn have been transformed into chapels. If any 
of these mini-chapels are ever desecrated by the 
removal of their symbols, The Flat will field the 
inevitable onslaught of victimized visitors. To help 
validate these cases, any college regulation will be 
deemed a tradition within two minutes of its incep-
tion. Classes will integrate sermons as often as 
possible, though in obscure courses like Elasticity 
of Demand in the Federated States of Micronesia, 

this may prove difficult. If you can think of a few 
universities like this that already exist, so what? 
They’re private. We’re public.

The College of Mary will support a free and 
open exchange of ideas, theories and bodily flu-
ids. Its student body would be a motley bunch of 
amoral youngsters with an inherent disdain for any 
power structure that inflicts its ideology on those 
who disagree with it. Anarchists, Marxists, Lou 
Reed fans — you get the idea. Their library may 
feature an in-house brothel for study breaks, with 
student employees. Mary’s student newspaper, 
The Hat, will sponsor a biweekly contest for best 
pornographic snapshot. People will streak around 
campus as a way of life. Peyote will be distributed 
with orientation materials. Humanities majors 
will be exposed to the worldviews of everyone 
from Hitler to Anna Nicole Smith, and a failure 

to embrace each one will 
result in being unpleasantly 
mocked with big words.

Should William decide 
that too many dissenting 
opinions are seeping in, they 
may consider moving to the 

Biodome, or beginning a closed anachronistic soci-
ety à- la “The Village.” Should Mary believe that 
its campus is not diverse, students may be issued 
an electric scooter with a small stipend and told to 
get the hell out. In their eyes, “classes” are tools of 
domination employed by the plutocratic patriarchy.

The issue at hand is apparent. Some are fed up 
with a College that doesn’t explicitly share their 
values. Others are angered by demands that the 
College legislate morality. If postmodern society is 
characterized by the effects of institutions on the 
individual, then shouldn’t we attend an institution 
tailored to our lifestyles?

John Edwards once said that there are two 
Americas. This was a gross understatement 
— there are at least two College of William and 
Marys, and we’re only a smidgen of America. 
Turning our warring college into two relatively 
peaceful ones is the only way to mollify and dif-
fuse. Next week, I’ll explain why the country 
should split in half and, in the week afterwards, I’ll 
print my coup de grace, tentatively titled, “Bigots 
Go to Mars!”

Remember, friends: it’s a dangerous world out 
there, littered with litterbugs and trashed by the 
trashy. Lock your doors or go out and soak it in.

Dan Piepenbring, a junior at the College, is 
a Staff Columnist. His columns normally appear 
every Friday.
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I propose, therefore, that we call the 
whole thing off and chop the school 
in half. We will have the College of 
William and the College of Mary.

Conflicting views within the College community call for drastic measures



Letters to the Editor
President Nichol’s column
To the Editor:

 I would like to commend President Nichol for his 
editorial in last Friday’s newspaper. His self-effacing, 
yet emboldened words come as welcome relief in the 
face of such spiteful rhetoric from alumni and those 
outside of the College’s community. Nothing could 
speak more volumes towards his courage and strong 
character.                              

                                         — Pretlow Moring ’08    

Shoe protest unclear
To the Editor:

I’m not a vocal proponent or detractor of the War in 
Iraq, but since I got an e-mail about protests against 
“the War,” I thought I’d take the opportunity to 
respond. 

I respect that you (the person who sent me the e-
mail) made the shoe exhibition a neutral event, as this 
war has been politicized enough. I also applaud the 
overall effort because I think few people have a real 
sense of the suffering, since few are inconvenienced 
by the war at all. As the son of a U.S. soldier who has 
served in Iraq and having personally worked closely 
with Marines who have served in “the sandbox,” I 
find that the politicization of the war, and the lack of 
cognizance among many Americans of the struggle 
“over there,” has a deleterious effect on the service 
and sacrifice of our armed forces. 

While I think the shoe exhibition sends a poignant 
message that needs to be made, my criticism has to 
do with the student strike occurring in conjunction 
with the exhibition. First, I think you should clarify 
your message. Are you protesting U.S. involvement 
in the Iraq War, or just that violence is occurring there 
in general? The difference is that the Iraq War is now 
driven by a thousand year old sectatian conflict, not 
U.S. bombs. Protesting seems moot because I can tell 

you that an Iraqi Shia death squad does not care what 
some college kids in the U.S. do with their day. 

Given the failure of American leadership to fully 
understand the effects of their actions in Iraq, a 
student walkout seems incredibly misguided, if not 
already ineffective. If American students truly want 
to be dedicated to the direction of our country and all 
others, they will go to class and learn as much as they 
possibly can so that when it is our generation’s turn to 
lead, we will be armed with the knowledge and under-
standing required to not repeat the mistakes of the past 
and, hopefully, be able to provide positive direction 
for this great nation. 

 I appreciate your activism and the time you took to 
send the e-mail and organize everything. It’s high time 
this issue was discussed in an apolitical context. 

                                             — Chris St. Cyr ’08

The deed of the College
To the Editor:

Much has been said about outsiders. Much has been 
said about the ownership of the College. It is both a 
modern, public university and a venerable historic 
institution. As a public university, it is funded in large 
amount by the so-called “outsiders.” These outsiders 
fund the bonds to pay for classrooms, laboratories and 
dorms. These outsiders contribute millions in taxes 
to fund the operations of the college. Outsiders are 
the single largest source of funding — more than the 
Zables, Masons or Streets combined. Outsiders hold 
the deed to the college.

As such, outsiders are fully entitled to an opinion 
on the direction and condition of the College. At the 
same time, the College is indisputably a historic col-
lege. This history is a gift. Without these 300 years, 
the Colonial influences and the controversial historic 
facts that come with our history, we’re just another 
small school tucked away in Tidewater, Virginia. 

Without that history, we’re no different than Virginia 
Tech or the University of Texas, minus the champion-
ship sports teams. A good part of our national visibility 
comes from our illustrious history. This history means 
that the College belongs not just to those of us who 
live now, but to those who came before us. As students 
and alumni, we would be wise to look to those who 
laid the foundations and frameworks that we build 
upon today. We stand on the accomplishments of those 
who came before us and we owe them our gratitude.

The College does not belong exclusively to the 
students and faculty who occupy its halls today. It 
belongs to the taxpayers of Virginia, the alumni, the 
parents of future students who may only be preschool-
ers today, the living and the dead and everyone who 
has sacrificed over 300 years to get us where we are 
today.

As such, it is due time we took a step back and 
asked ourselves — at what point did the College 
decide that strippers and prostitutes best embody the 
College’s future and history instead of a pathetically 
simple brass ornament in the Chapel? Say what you 
will about the cross, but when those of us living hun-
dreds of miles away see the only remaining symbolism 
of the 213 years of Anglican history removed at the 
same time the school pays for strippers and prostitutes 
— it makes us wonder what the hell is going on down 
there.

                                               — Todd Skiles ’92

Fake cross controversy
To the Editor:

I read with dismay the Mar. 2 article “Donor pulls 
$12 million over Wren cross policy,” describing an 
anonymous donor’s decision to revoke his or her 
pledge because of the decision to remove the Wren 
cross. I won’t bore anyone with yet another opinion 
on the controversy. The reason I am so disappointed 

about the whole affair is not because one donor dis-
agreed with President Nichol; it is because this donor’s 
response is emblematic of the absurd proportions to 
which this issue has grown.

This “cross controversy” is basically a fake issue 
that has spun totally out of control. To suggest that the 
issue of whether the Wren Chapel does or does not 
permanently display a cross is worth revoking mil-
lions of dollars worth of funding, and to argue that the 
College is going to and should lose prestige or respect 
because of the controversy is to elevate this whole 
issue into something it is not. In the grand scheme of 
the College, and in our lives in general, does this really 
matter that much?

The whole controversy is just another instance of 
high-pitch, fake moralism that is used by those of a 
particular political persuasion to distract us from the 
truly important issues of the day. Christians upset 
about the Wren Cross being removed? Why are these 
same people silent on the issue of torture being prac-
ticed in our name in the War on Terror? Offended 
as an American because President Nichol removed 
something important to the College’s “heritage?” Why 
aren’t you similarly offended as an American that 
things much more essential to the fabric of our nation 
(you know, little things like habeas corpus and the 
separation of powers) are being removed as we speak?

Don’t let yourself be fooled — this Wren Chapel 
controversy is much ado about nothing. Do you dis-
agree with Nichol’s decision? Write a letter. Protest. 
But don’t pretend like this is some great issue of the 
day, and that you are just so offended by it. This whole 
thing is right up there with Anna Nicole Smith on 
the evening news. It’s become a fake story that does 
nothing but distract us from things that matter. Do us 
all a favor — get offended by something that is truly 
important.

                                       — John Castiglione ’02
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The curse of the cross
Recently, while practicing my Christian right 

to pray, I happened upon the Christopher Wren 
Chapel. Doors open and a prospective tour in prog-
ress, I couldn’t help but startle the nubile youths 

by exclaiming, “Eek Gads! The 
cross!” Everybody has their 
cross to bear, but it is no longer 
true for the Wren Chapel.

Many College students might 
not realize it, but lately there 
has been shadow where the 
glorious cross once stood. A 
colleague of mine remarked, “I 
don’t even know how large it 
was. Actually, I never noticed 

it.” For those still uncertain of its beauty, it is a six 
by four foot cross made of pure Tyranium and our 
Lord has cubic zirconium jewels for eyes (the mas-
terpiece now hangs over our dear president’s bed).

Now I understand that 
controversy surrounds this 
topic (mostly among gener-
ous alumni who make up our 
endowment and local com-
munity councils), and rarely 
would I take it upon myself 
to write an argumentative editorial. However, I 
feel, as an informed denizen of the College, I must 
expound upon my findings. Allow me to put two 
and two together for you.

Feeling hot? Or feeling cold? Most Williamsburg 
residents can’t decide. Late January, I witnessed 
a warm front that inspired daffodils to bloom in 
front of the University Center only for them to 
be frozen the next day. Early February, a cold 
front wiped the snot from student’s noses to their 
sleeves, as the Crim Dell was frozen an inch thick. 
We all watched in awe of the flash of snowfall we 
received, but were dismayed when a blizzard that 

left New York six feet buried in snow, left us with 
rain. Why were we spared from such similar joy? 
This question came to my mind when I witnessed 
another scholarly friend of mine attempt to walk 
across the frozen Crim Dell, only to soak himself 
from head to toe eight feet from success. Why, if it 
was frozen, did he fall in?

Some ex-presidential candidates would like you 
to believe it is “global warming.” If that were the 
case, though, why was our winter so cold? And 
so late? As an esteemed employee of Colonial 
Williamsburg remarked, “We get the strangest 
weather.”

The answer seems so obvious now, as though 
we are in the calm before the storm. There is one 
clear connection: no cross and strange weather. 
Woe on man; the judgment of God is upon us.

Now, I haven’t fulfilled my religious studies 
GER, but I did watch “Prince of Egypt.” I can 

tell you that this is no test; 
we are experiencing the Ten 
Plagues of our time. Notice 
the swamps have been espe-
cially putrid lately? Or that 
the Caf isn’t up to snuff 
anymore? This is all part of 

a grander scheme. Believe me, the worst is yet to 
come. Locusts, toads, flaming babies? All could 
very well rain superfluous regret on us at any 
moment.

If you haven’t followed the cross controversy 
lately, I hope that this article will sway your 
belief. This isn’t an issue of politics or anything 
petty. Our endowment may rise or fall, but what is 
most important is that we put the cross back into 
Wren, and hopefully prevent a severe smiting.

Wren’s been burned down three times before. 
Don’t make God burn it again.

Daniel Wolfe is a freshman at the College.
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The answer seems so obvious now 
... There is one clear connection: no 
cross and strange weather. Woe on 
man; the judgment of God is upon us.

Misunderstood art show
In my four years at the College, I have witnessed a 

fair share of media focus on our community. Typically, 
news outlets have chosen to write about issues that 
I have felt do not define our community and have 

approached them in ways that 
do not reflect our values — but 
such is the nature, I suppose, of 
sensationalized media that insists 
Britney Spears’ shaved head and 
Anna Nicole Smith’s death are its 
top stories.

It does not surprise me, then, 
that some national media out-
lets have picked up on the Sex 
Workers’ Art Show, reducing its 

content to an “explicit porn show” (Worldnetdaily.
com) or a sex show. Given our vocal conservative 
counterparts, I was anticipating a similar reduction 
in our on-campus dialogue. What has surprised me 
was realizing that within our 
community, I have played a 
part in that reduction.

As an organizer, it was part 
of my responsibility to market 
this event to our campus. Sean 
Barker and I made a choice to 
advertise this event based on its sex appeal, and it was 
the wrong choice. Some contend that sex sells, that we 
filled the seats and that people took from the perfor-
mance what they wanted. While I agree in some ways 
(and find that approach problematic in others), I also 
think that this event addressed issues much more com-
plicated and varied than our representation implied. It 
addressed a range of issues from a critical examination 
of what it means to work in America, to commentaries 
on the ways that race, class and sexuality shape our rela-
tionships with one another. Leaving that nuance out of 
our discussion was a failure on our part. However, our 
failure does not reflect on the success of the show itself.

The fact that this performance was treated as a “sex 
show” is evidence that its recurrence is not only appro-
priate, but necessary to our campus dialogue. Allowing 
sex workers to be sex workers and yet speak as human 
beings is the one unifying element of this varied and 
multi-faceted performance. Their acts demand that we 
allow them to speak outside the context of our expec-
tations of sex workers.

C. Snatch Z’s performance is a perfect example of 
this. In most of the national and campus coverage of 
the show, her performance of oral sex on a dildo to the 
soundtrack of Ave Maria is consistently cited as little 
more than inflammatory, depraved sexual weirdness. 
However, this beginning led into a more accessible 
dance number and the two together acted as a com-
mentary on the sexual slavery of Japanese women dur-
ing and after World War II.  

Whether or not you thought this was an appropri-
ate venue or approach, Snatch at least asserted her 

right to make that critique. 
The fact that we are focusing 
on the “sex” of her act and 
not the possible meaning of it 
reveals the ways that we are 
not listening. We need to con-
front the possibility that we 

are not listening to her because she identifies herself 
as a sex worker. Nothing in our culture tells us that 
her voice, her opinion, is legitimate. 

Refusing to talk about anything but the “sex” is a 
fundamental misrepresentation of this engaging discus-
sion. In writing this, I hope to do my part as an orga-
nizer of the Sex Workers’ Art Show to help correct this 
misunderstanding. I also hope that the more thoughtful 
representation of the organizers who are already work-
ing on bringing the show back next year will foster a 
more open and complicated dialogue.

Virginia Walters, an organizer of the Sex Workers’ 
Art Show, is a senior at the College.
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Allowing sex workers to be sex 
workers and yet speak as human 
beings is the one unifying element of 
this ... multi-faceted performance.

Supermarket switcheroo: Bloom to replace Food Lion 
By the end of the month, the Food Lion near the 

College, at which I am employed, will have under-
gone major renovations as part of the process of 
becoming the upscale superstore, Bloom. Food Lion 

grew its roots in 1957 in North 
Carolina, and is a subsidiary 
of Delhaize Group (that’s 
where the lion comes from), 
founded in Belgium in 1867. 
The updated store is partly in 
response to mounting pressure 
from neighbors Farm Fresh in 
Hampton Roads and Ukrops in 
the Monticello Plaza.

So what the hell is Bloom? 
In so many words, it’s a Food Lion on crack. It all 
started back in 2004 as part of a project to inte-
grate technology with human-to-human customer 
service. Currently, there are fewer than 50 within 
the Virginia-Maryland-Carolina region. Naturally, 
Microsoft has a hand in this. 

The project’s aim is to replace most of the cur-
rent Food Lions with either its superior Bloom 
superstore or inferior Bottom Dollar one-stop shop.

Bloom is a concept store (whatever that means), 
and its concept is a radical one — to tend to the 
customer’s needs by adopting a “customer-centric” 
policy, built around the customers’ demands, as 
opposed to the retailer’s. 

There will be an integration of Microsoft tech-
nologies to help customers find products with ease. 
Managers will be equipped with Tablet PCs, which 
will enable them to collect information from around 

the store (i.e. track inventory, manage labor deploy-
ment, etc.), and execute their tasks with unprec-
edented efficiency, giving them more time to spend 
on the sales floor schmoozing with soccer moms or 
in the back room, smoking.

Several workstations will be set up for personnel 
scanning, basic training, task-specific applications 
and communication between employees within the 
store, as well as with general vendors and office 
outlets around the universe.

Emphasis will be put on the 
shopping experience, which 
is expected to be personal (as 
opposed to the rather imper-
sonal Wawa system), sim-
plified (wider aisles, lower 
shelves, restructuring of prod-
ucts, segregating foods from non-foods, etc.) and 
quick (new parking spaces for 20-minute shoppers; 
now you don’t have to park in the handicapped 
spots).

One of its more ambitious goals, Bloom is 
attempting to bring into existence the myth of the 
faster checkout. I hear their average checkouts run 
at 32.7 seconds. 

The new store will house information kiosks, 
which will be used for product information, like 
wine-meat-seafood recipes and Shop-to-Cook appli-
cations, and as product locators, this technology 
will make GPS look like a mall map.

The store’s boost in specialization is evident. 
Bloom’s design will accommodate traveling ven-
dors, offering free samples of cheeses, wines and 

delicate meats. There will also be a long-anticipated 
seafood department, a butcher in the meat depart-
ment and a noticeable expansion of the produce 
and deli departments, with new floors, lighting and, 
hopefully, music. 

Paradoxically, Bloom’s speedy-easy shopping 
experience will turn away from low-quality ready-
mades and 15-second meals, adopting a more or 
less health-conscious inventory of organic foods. 

This makes sense, since the 
obesity epidemic has spawned 
a twisted generation of 
hyperhealthnuts and exercise 
fiends.

I stumbled upon the article 
“Food Lion’s face-lift coming 
to Hampton Roads” in The 

Virginian-Pilot (Feb. 12) concerning Bloom’s spe-
cialization phenomenon where “employees bake the 
cakes daily, giving them names such as Chocolate 
Avalanche and Strawberry Sensation. The store’s 
bakery also constructs cookies, breads and its 
signature Bloomberry muffins, some topped with 
icing and a dollop of Maine wild blueberry sauce 
... Bloom’s produce area boasts more than 37 pack-
aged herbs and eight feet of organic fruits and veg-
etables. A Flavors of the World display holds such 
items as sunchokes and boniato root ... ”

Already the local Food Lion has experienced 
a change or two. The deli is now selling virile 5-
pound Perdue Chickens, which look like bronze 
turkeys seasoned with steroid injections. We’re also 
expected to get a new fryer and meat slicer. What 

we’re hoping for is the compact, able-to-cut-thin 
Chef’s Choice 668 slicer in lieu of our medieval 
Torrey, a hulking mass of ancient steel, spitting 
cheese shards all over the place.

I feel I should say something about Bottom 
Dollar, since it might crop up in the area (mainly, 
in the Carolinas). The idea of Bottom Dollar is to 
return to the old days, when groceries were cheap 
and within proportion. It’s old-school, much like 
the chain Piggly Wiggly, with bold 33¢ signs, 
gondolas shelving 50¢ soup cans and unbroken pal-
lets stacked with boxes of $2.00 cereal. Ironically, 
its aim is to contend with the Costcos and BJ’s 
conglomerates who sell grotesque bulk quantities 
of food that could sustain an African village for 
months. The stores don’t have a deli, meat or bak-
ery department, and let customers bag their own 
groceries. I hear customers will have to clean their 
own spills, unload the truck and stock the shelves 
too.

Word around the deli’s water cooler is that all 
current employees will receive a generous raise, 
new uniforms (baby blue button-down shirts), an 
abolition of the MVP card system (as well as all 
Food Lion brand products) and a tenfold demand 
for fresh, legal, exploitable employees. My personal 
wishes are for a return to the 24-hour schedule 
(Wawa is too small to loiter about drunk), a lower 
price on cereal and a lower drinking age — 18 
should do it.

Sherif Abdelkarim, a sophomore at the College, 
is a Staff Columnist. His columns appear every 
Tuesday.
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Bloom is a concept store, and its 
concept is a radical one — to tend 
to the customer’s needs by adopting 
a “customer-centric” policy, built 
around the customers’ demands.



By Chase Johnson

flat hat variety editor

tickets are still available for the april 28 
concert featuring popular alt-rock bands My 
Chemical romance and Muse in Kaplan arena 
at William and Mary hall.

the concert is being sponsored by the 
University Center activities Board in conjunc-
tion with the promotional company artShow 
Productions. tickets are available to the gen-
eral public through ticketMaster, but UCaB is 
offering special student tickets.

this week, however, is the final week to 
buy tickets at the current student price in the 
University Center. tickets will continue to be 
sold throughout the week at the UCaB box 
office from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. 
daily. floor tickets are sold out, but mezzanine 
seats are still available for $15 with a student 
id. only cash is accepted.

after friday, students wishing to purchase 
tickets will have to do so at William and Mary 
hall or through ticketMaster and will forfeit 
the reduced price. tickets at the hall will 
still be available at the student price; how-
ever, a service charge will be added. through 
ticketMaster, the price will be $30.25, 25 cents 

of which goes to charity, plus an additional 
surcharge.

tickets at William and Mary hall will be on 
sale between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. daily.

UCaB Music Committee Chair emmagene 
Worley, a senior, stressed the importance of a 
good turnout.

“this is a big step for William and Mary,” 
she said. “if the student body supports the con-
cert by buying tickets then there’s the opportu-
nity for bigger, better concerts in the future.”

Worley wants the turnout to show promo-
tional companies that Williamsburg is a lucra-
tive area for concerts, which would encourage 
companies such as artShow to work with 
UCaB again in the future.

“While My Chemical romance may not 
be your favorite band, next time it could be,” 
Worley said. “We have to make a good first 
impression.”

Worley also encouraged fans of Muse to 
attend the show, even though they are listed as 
openers. “it’s not going to be a normal open-
ing set — Muse will probably play longer 
than a normal opener, so it’s a good deal to go 
just for Muse,” she said. “Muse is currently 
touring the U.S., so even for Muse fans, this 
is huge.”

MCR student tickets 
on sale through Friday

courtesy photo F ucab

Members of UCAB “join the Black Parade” to promote the upcoming concert featuring My Chemical Romance and Muse.

it took an ice cream sundae, 
homemade guacamole and chips, two 
hours of cuddling and a fitness class 
to get me to stop bawling last friday. 

i had just com-
pleted my first 
test in biophys-
ical chemistry, 
and my brain 
seemed to have 
melted and had 
started leak-
ing out of my 
eyeballs. this 
was not pretty, 
“america’s 
Next top 

Model” crying either; this was a 
snot-filled, hiccupping, ugly cry — 
and people saw me. how could they 
not?  i was paralyzed on the edge of 
Barksdale field, sitting outside my 
dorm, calling my boyfriend for reas-
surance and trying to breathe.

all of this nonsense over a test 
that may very well have no effect 
on my life whatsoever. in fact, i’m 
almost certain that after May of 
this year, i will never have to recall 
any of this information ever again 
and i certainly won’t be asked to 
manipulate it sans textbooks. Unless 
research is my career path (which 
i assure you, it is not), i can’t help 
but ask, what’s the point? What’s 
the point of memorizing dates if 
you can get the general story right? 
What’s the point of memorizing act, 
scene and line numbers if you know 
the heart of the dramatic discourse? 
are we waiting for the information 
apocalypse? are the Canadians going 
to descend upon us sometime in the 
future and destroy all of our technol-
ogy a la the visigoths? and, if so, 
could anyone really tell me how to 
physically create a computer from 
scratch? really. 

Maybe that’s unfair. i maintain 
my firm values of academic curiosity 
and learning for the sake of self-
improvement, but i have to cling to 
something as i drift aimlessly in the 
sea of midterms. 

i understand the synthetic nature 
of tests and the value of internalizing 
material for application. the problem 
is that i also internalize the value sys-
tem imbedded in the testing process. 
friday afternoon at 2 p.m., there 
was no longer anything i could do 
about my grade; the test was in the 
hands of a higher (grading) power. 
all that was left was fear. and it took 
me three more hours to get over it 
— sort of. 

as students, our fundamental 
responsibility in college is to learn 
and to be tested on our efforts in 

learning. if i fail at this simple defini-
tion of student, what does that make 
my experience here? My only job 
(for the sake of argument) is to do 
well in school for four years, and i 
can’t manage it. this, friends, was 
my mode of thinking; i was deeply 
unhinged. 

turns out that nobody other than 
admissions officials at other aca-
demic institutions will ask about your 
GPa, and then, of course, you get a 
second chance with graduate school 
(which almost guarantees that there-
after nobody asks what your under-
graduate experience was anyway). 
this prospect seems a little grim. i 
don’t want to just muscle through my 
classes here. i like them and i respect 
(okay, idolize) my professors. 

there’s the value system again. i 
want to be liked; i think everybody 
does. i imagine it’s hard for a profes-
sor to like a student who isn’t trying, 
but how can professors get a good 
sense of how hard a student is trying 
without tests? Now it’s not simply 
my personal worth as a student that 
comes into question, but my inherent 
desire to be a well-liked person that 
has me freaked out. that’s a lot of 
pressure — fail and you are not only 
an unworthy student, but you lose 
standing in the eyes of those judging 
you. tough crowd.

for all outward purposes, aca-
demic success is not necessarily 
coupled with great grades. as far as i 
can tell, it’s about pursuing passions 
and expanding one’s mind in order 
to understand events and information 
later on, whether in a career or other-
wise. Grades do not add up or aver-
age out to an intrinsic social worth, 
though i can’t break myself of my 
investment in the system. 

Whether or not i continue to make 
myself crazy for what i consider (at 
times of clarity) meaningless evalua-
tions, i can say with confidence that 
there is so much more to being here 
than grades. feel lucky enough to 
have friends to cry to, to take you 
out or to watch a movie with you. 
the performances and experiences 
outside the classroom are character 
builders, not GPa boosters. Put effort 
into your work here because you 
want to, because you like it or, for 
everyone else’s sake, because classes 
are so much more fun when students 
are engaged and excited about the 
material. Besides, in a week, we’ll 
have some time to forget our aca-
demic failings for a while.

Charlotte Savino is a Confusion 
Corner columnist for The Flat Hat. 
She kinda has a thing for some (read: 
all) of her professors.

Pressures of academia 
force questions of 
intrinsic social worth

CONFUSION CORNER

Charlotte
Savino
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jUSt tap it in

irene rojas F the flat hat

Enthusiastic students sport themed costumes for their annual round of Campus Golf last Saturday. The event was sponsored by Kappa Delta.

By elizaBeth Cole

the flat hat

every year, the roy r. Charles Center awards 
numerous scholarships to students at the College. 
thousands of dollars are just an application 
away, but time is running out — applications for 
the various scholarships are due March 20.

the Charles Center serves the College com-
munity by supporting interdisciplinary and 
honors programs, faculty development, student 
research and the Monroe scholar program. it is 
located in the basement of tucker hall and annu-
ally doles out funding for students who excel in 
their chosen fields of study and are looking to 
conduct research both on campus and abroad. 

there are at least 13 scholarships available, 
mostly ranging between $2,000 and $3,000 with 
a few reaching up to $9,000. Most applications 
require a two- to three-page proposal, a 750-
word personal statement and a transcript.

according to lisa Grimes, the director of 
fellowships and undergraduate research for the 
Charles Center, “the scholarships are funded by 
alumni and friends of the College, including the 

Christopher Wren association.”
Should students seek advice, they can con-

sult a Peer Scholarship advisor. PSas are typi-
cally former recipients of scholarships and are 
current students who are available to share their 
experience and offer pointers for applicants. 
PSas also hold office hours and advise students 
not only on the scholarships they themselves 
utilized, but also for all scholarships provided by 
the Charles Center. 

Grimes encouraged students to consider 
applying for the many opportunities funded by 
their scholarships. Much of the selection process 
is not need-based, so students should not be 
deterred from applying if they think financial 
qualification would preclude them. 

Past scholarships have taken students over-
seas, furthered their studies in international 
affairs and provided for summer research in 
Williamsburg. last year, sophomore elizabeth 
Budrionis was awarded a 2006 Charles Center 
scholarship for summer research in the United 
States. She unearthed the history and secrets 
of the Peyton randolph house in Colonial 
Williamsburg and compiled her results into a 

documentary film that debuted at the Kimball 
theatre this past fall.

for more information, contact Grimes at 
lmgrim@wm.edu.

Charles Center offers summer scholarships

lauren nelson F the flat hat

Charles Center Director Lisa Grimes urges all 
students to apply for summer scholarships.



BY JESSICA HECHT

THE FLAT HAT

After the women’s basketball team defeated 
Virginia Commonwealth University at its senior 
game Thursday night, the College secured the 
fi fth seed for the CAA Tournament. With an 
18-11 overall record and a conference record of 
10-8, this is the best season Head Coach Debbie 
Taylor has had since she came to the College and 
the second best season in the school’s history.

Individually, the Tribe has had some record 
breakers as well. Junior Kyra Kaylor is currently 
third in scoring in the history of the College. 
Senior Sarah Stroh has the third-most career 
assists and freshman Tiffany Benson is second 
in the conference for the most blocked shots. 

During the CAA tournament, all 12 teams in 
the conference participate. The top four teams, 
Old Dominion University, James Madison 
University, the University of Delaware and 
Hofstra University, respectively, receive byes for 
the fi rst round of play. With a 15-game winning 
streak, ODU’s track record makes them a big 
favorite to win the tournament. Furthermore, 
this is the longest winning streak in CAA 
conference history. The Lady Monarchs will 

play the winner of the Georgia State University 
and Drexel University game.

JMU is also a big favorite, as it was ranked 
nationally in the Associated Press National 
Poll until two weeks ago. The Dukes have four 
seniors, each 1,000-point scorers, and have been 
called the best team in the league. Although they 
recently suffered losses to ODU and Delaware, 
they are still strong contenders. JMU will play the 
victor of the Towson University and University 
of North Carolina-Wilmington game.

The Tribe is set to play the 12th seed, George 
Mason University, at 2:30 p.m. on Thursday 
at Delaware in Newark. Despite GMU’s 2-16 
conference record, the Patriots have a talented 
squad. This will be the third time the College 
will face-off against GMU this season, as they 
defeated the Patriots 47-46 and 65-56 during the 
regular season. 

“It’s always hard to beat a team three times,” 
Taylor said. “George Mason is athletic and quick 
with the ball. They don’t have any superstars 
but they are good one versus one.  They have 
played so many close games this season; their 
record is really a poor refl ection of the team’s 
true talent.” 

 If the College can secure a victory against 

the Patriots, the Tribe will play the fourth seed, 
Hofstra, at 2:30 p.m. Friday. In order to avenge 
their loss to the Pride, the College will need to 
continue to rebound well. Additionally, the Tribe 
needs to pressure its opponent and force the easy 
turnovers. Since the College has also had some 
diffi culty scoring, it will need to convert on the 
offensive end as well.

“We’ve been playing very well lately,” 
Taylor said. “We had a great showing against 
VCU last week and we are really playing our 
best basketball right now. We are confi dent we 
can play with anyone.”

The Tribe is also in the running for a bid to 
the Women’s National Invitational Tournament 
if they are not invited to the NCAA tournament. 
Although the WNIT is not as prestigious a 
tournament as the NCAA, it would still be an 
outstanding accomplishment. If the College 
does get invited, it will mark the fi rst time in the 
school’s history that the Tribe would be invited 
to a post-season tournament.

“We would need to be very successful at 
the CAA tournament to get a bid,” Taylor said. 
“It may not be very likely, but it would be 
extremely exciting for the program and the team 
if we did.”

BY KATE TEDESCO

THE FLAT HAT

The women’s tennis team 
traveled to Boston this weekend 
to play two top-ranked opponents, 
Harvard University and 
Northwestern University.  Due 
to inclement weather conditions 
in Chicago, the Northwestern 
Wildcats were unable to make 
the trip to Boston to challenge the 
Tribe.  Still, the 10th-ranked Tribe 
defeated Harvard, 6-1, setting a 
school record of nine consecutive 
victories.  

The Harvard Crimson is the 
sixth ranked team the College has 
defeated this season.  The Crimson 
were 0-6 going into the match, 
having played all ranked opponents 
thus far in their season. 

The Tribe won the fi rst and third 
doubles matches. Senior Megan 
Moulton-Levy and sophomore 
Katarina Zoricic, the no. 1-ranked 
doubles team in the country, 
represented the Tribe for their 19th 
straight win, 8-2. Freshman duo 
Lauren Sabacinski and Carmen 
Pop beat Julia Forgie and Vilsa 

Curto, 8-2. 
In the singles matches, all but 

one went to the Tribe.  Senior 
Moulton-Levy beat 56th-ranked 
Beier Ko in the fi rst two sets, 6-
4, 6-1. Katarina Zoricic, ranked 
51st in the nation, was defeated 
by Harvard’s Lena Litvak at the 
second position.  The match 
was very close with three very 
trying sets; the fi nal score was 
7-6, 4-6, 10-5.  

At the third spot, Ragini 
Acharya beat Harvard’s Preethi 
Mukundan, 6-1, 6-1.  This 
was Acharya’s 13th-straight 
victory.  Sophomore Barbara 
Zidek beat Elizabeth Brooke 
for the fourth spot, 7-5, 6-2. 
Sabacinski and Pop defeated 
both of their opponents for the 
fi fth and sixth positions.  This 
was Sabacinski’s fi rst victory at 
the fi fth position and her 16th of 
the season.  

The Tribe will look to break 
new records as they travel to 
Colorado for spring break where 
they will face the University of 
Denver and the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. 

Tribe draws George Mason in fi rst-round matchup; strong showing could result in WNIT bid

Freshman Katie Radloff’s 49.55 second 
100-yard freestyle swim at the Terrapin 
Invitational back in November not only 
won the event, but it also earned Radloff 
a spot in the NCAA Championships next 
weekend. Radloff will become the fi rst 
swimmer from the College to compete 
at Nationals since Erin Sheehey (‘84) did 
so 24 years ago. The freshman will also 

compete in the 50 and 200-yard freestyle events after achieving 
times within the provisional cut two weekends ago at the CAA 
Championships. 

The Tribe men hosted second-ranked Penn State 
University and the 13th-ranked U.S. Naval Academy 
over the weekend at Kaplan Arena, defeating Navy by .05 
points. Both teams fell to Penn State’s score of 212.80. 
The College, currently ranked 15th in the nation, squeezed 
past Navy with a total score of 191.75, moving their record 
against the Midshipmen to 2-1 and their season record to 
7-6 overall. The women, competing in their own tri-meet 
against Towson University and James Madison University 
Saturday, turned in a team score of 187.25, defeating the 
Dukes, but losing to Towson’s season-best 194.55-point 
performance. Senior Christina Padilla earned an individual 
fi rst place fi nish on the bars while senior Andrea Dochney 
and freshman Ali Medeiros tied for the top spot on the 
beam. 

The Tribe looked to build off a 24-6 victory over 
Longwood University last week in their home match 
against the 13th-ranked University of Richmond Sunday. 
The College fell just short however, as Richmond tallied 
a goal three minutes, 20 seconds into the second overtime 
period to defeat the Tribe 10-9. The loss dropped the 
College to 1-2 for the season, with both losses coming to 
nationally ranked teams. Senior Jamie Fitzgerald, junior 
Jamie Sellers and sophomore Dolly Williams each recorded 
two goals for the Tribe in the losing effort.

By Miles Hilder. Photo by Jonathan Seiden.
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Women set win 
record, go to 9-0
10th-ranked Tribe extends winning streak to nine

WOMEN’S TENNIS: TRIBE 6, HARVARD 1

2007 CAA Women’s Basketball 
Championship Bracket

First Round Quarterfinals Semifinals Finals
March 8 March 9 March 10 March 11 

#8 Georgia State 

Winner Game 1 Game 1 
Noon

#9 Drexel Winner Game 5Game 5 
Noon

#1 Old Dominion 

#5 William & Mary Game 9 Winner Game 9 
12:00 pm 

Game 2 Winner Game 2 
2:30 pm 

#12 George Mason Winner Game 6 Game 6 
2:30 pm

#4 Hofstra

#6 VCU 

Game 3 Winner Game 3 
Game 11 
2:00 pm CAA

5:00 pm CHAMPION

#11 Northeastern Winner Game 7 Game 7 
5:00 pm 

#3 Delaware

#7 Towson 
Winner Game 10Game 10 

2:30 pm 
Game 4 Winner Game 4 
7:30 pm 

#10 UNCW Winner Game 8Game 8 
7:30 pm

#2 James Madison 
 BRACKET COURTESY OF TRIBE ATHLETICS  ALEX HAGLUND ✦ THE FLAT HAT     
      Junior forward Kyra Kaylor dribbles.

JONATHAN SEIDEN ✦ THE FLAT HAT     
Katarina Zoricic (above) and doubles partner Megan Moulton-Levy 
won their match Friday, extending their win streak to 19. The College’s 
matchup against no. 5 Northwestern was cancelled due to weather.

Women’s CAA 
Tournament Preview

2007 CAA WOMEN’S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

Men fi nish 6th, women 
24th at championships 

Men’s hoops
BASKETBALL from page 10

from around the league are already taking notice of the 
Tribe’s transformation. 

After his team held off the Tribe for a victory, 
Old Dominion University Head Coach Blaine Taylor 
noted that the College had become “more consistently 
competitive.” ODU senior Drew Williamson echoed 
his coach’s sentiments, saying, “they compete with 
everybody night in and out.” Moreover, Drexel Head 
Coach Bruiser Flint – after his team lost at Kaplan 
Arena – remarked, “They outplayed us in all aspects. 
They out-toughed us out there.” 

Clearly, the College has improved. Coach Shaver 
knows the program made great strides this year, but I 
trust he does not want it to end here. I do not think he 
came here to settle for .500 seasons.

After all, Shaver did say, “we hope to make another 
step next year.” 

This objective observer hopes they do, too.
Andrew Pike is a staff writer for The Flat Hat. He 

covered the men’s basketball team throughout the course 
of the 2006-2007 season.
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MEN’S AND WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD

Men’s distance medley relay team takes title

BY HEATHER IRELAND

THE FLAT HAT

This weekend the Tribe women’s track 
and fi eld team competed at the ECAC 
Championship, earning several accolades 
over the two-day contest. Senior Bonnie 
Meekins started off the Tribe’s success with 
her seventh-place fi nish in the pentathlon, 
earning the third All-East title in her track 
career. In two of her pentathlon events, the 60-
meter hurdles and 800-m run, Meekins tied 
her personal best and set a new personal best, 
respectively. Junior Emily Gousen also ran a 
personal best and earned her second All-East 
honor in the 5,000-m race.

Junior Allie Lewis qualifi ed Saturday to 
move on to fi nals the following day, where 
she came in sixth in her race and won her 
fi rst All-East title. A young 4x800-m relay 
team, composed of freshmen Emily Anderson 
and Keely Murphy and sophomores Emily 
Schroeder and Rebecca Ward, also found 
themselves advancing, earning a fi fth-place 
fi nish in the ECAC Championship fi nals. 
Senior Brenna Blevins competed in the 
pentathlon with Meekins, but came in at ninth, 
just missing the All-East title but still setting 
a personal best in her 800-m run. Junior Kait 
Hurley also achieved a personal best in the 
5,000-m run, along with sophomore Lynn 
Morelli’s personal best in the 3,000-m run. 
At the end of the weekend, the Tribe placed 
24th out of the 51 teams present for the 

championship.
The men’s track and fi eld team also 

had a successful competition this past 
weekend at the IC4A Championship, a 
conglomeration of some of the top athletes 
from the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic states. 
The Tribe took home the distance medley 
relay crown, as seniors Sean Anastasia-
Murphy and Matt Wolak and juniors Matt 
Warco and Ian Fitzgerald turned in a time 
of nine minutes, 54.10 seconds, giving 
the College its fi rst IC4A title in over six 
years. Senior Jason Schoener earned the 
fi fth All-East title of his college career, 
fi nishing eighth in the 3,000-m run and 
setting a record for the eighth fastest 3,000-
m time in Tribe history. Anastasia-Murphy 
and Wolak both qualifi ed for the fi nals in 
the mile, held Sunday, placing fourth and 
third, respectively.

Junior Ryan Jones and David Groff 
qualifi ed for the 800-m and 1,000-m run, 
respectively, both earning All-East titles in 
their fi nals races. Seniors Keith Bechtol and 
Matt Keally both set a personal record in 
the 5,000-m run, earning fi fth and seventh 
places, respectively. The College walked 
away from the IC4A Championship tied 
for sixth place out of the 53 teams total 
that competed. The Alabama Relays, held 
March 14 and 15, will be the next meet at 
which the college competes and will mark 
the beginning of the Tribe’s outdoor track 
and fi eld season.

ALEX HAGLUND ✦ THE FLAT HAT     
Head Coach Tony Shaver and the Tribe fi nished 15-15.



Tribe extends winning streak to fi ve with Friday win, then drops two in a row

BY MADELINE WOLFERT

THE FLAT HAT

The Tribe faced off against George 
Mason University this past weekend, 
looking to extend its four-game winning 
streak against the Patriots. After earning 
a solid 21-11 victory in the fi rst game of 
the series, the College was defeated 5-11 
and 9-10 in the last two games.

The Tribe pushed its winning streak to 
fi ve in the fi rst game of the series against 
GMU. With 24 hits against 13 for GMU, 
it was a clear victory for the College. 
Junior designated hitter Tim Park, senior 
third baseman Greg Sexton, sophomore 
fi rst baseman Mike Sheridan, sophomore 
rightfi elder Ben Guez and sophomore 
leftfi elder Robbie Nickle all scored 
three runs, and junior centerfi elder Paul 
Juliano, senior second baseman Brent 
McWhorter and sophomore catcher Jeff 
Wera all fi nished with two. Freshman 
Max Axelrod earned his fi rst career win 
in relief.

McWhorter began Tribe scoring in the 
top of the fi rst with a double down the left 
fi eld line, scoring after a Sexton single. 
The College did not score again until 
Nickle homered in the fourth. By the top 

of the fi fth inning, GMU was holding the 
game at 9-2, but the Tribe responded by 
scoring four runs. In the sixth, the Tribe 
grasped the lead and held it for the rest 
of the game with a six-run inning. After 
a scoreless seventh for both teams, the 
Tribe dominated the eighth inning, 
scoring eight runs. Both teams scored 
one more run for a fi nal score of 21-11.

In the second contest, the Patriots 
held exclusive control of the game until 
the eighth inning. GMU came out strong, 
scoring nine runs in the fi rst two innings. 
Starting pitcher Kevin Landry (1-2) 
recorded the loss. The College got on the 
board in the eighth as junior designated 
hitter Aaron Hurwitz started off with a 
double down the left fi eld line, advancing 
sophomore shortstop Lanny Stanfi eld 
— who had walked earlier — to third. 
Stanfi eld scored as Juliano fl ied out. 
Sophomore Brett Conner, pinch hitting 
for Park, singled to advance Hurwitz, 
and a fl y from McWhorter scored 
Hurwitz. Sophomore James Williamson 
pinch ran for Conner and scored on a 
Sexton double. The Tribe fi nished with 
three runs, and though they scored two 
more in the ninth, it wasn’t enough to 
take the win.

The last game of the series was a 
close contest with several ties and lead 
changes. Park began Tribe scoring in the 
fi rst with a home run to left fi eld. GMU 
tied it up in the bottom of the fourth at 
8-8, and the two teams were knotted 
until the top of the seventh, when junior 
designated hitter Greg Maliniak walked. 
Sophomore Jeff Jones, pinch running for 
Maliniak, scored to give the Tribe a 9-8 
lead, but the surrender of two runs in the 
last two innings was too much for the 
Tribe to overcome. A GMU home run in 
the bottom of the eighth tied up the game 
again at 9-9. Unable to score in the top of 
the ninth, the Tribe allowed the Patriots 
to score one in the bottom of the ninth, 
ending the game in a 9-10 loss.

The College hosts the University 
of Richmond for a 3 p.m. game today 
and welcomes Northeastern University 
for a three-game series this weekend 
at Plumeri Park. The Tribe will have a 
busy spring break schedule, traveling 
to Washington, D.C. to take on George 
Washington University next Tuesday, 
returning home to host Iona University 
next Wednesday and playing Towson 
University in a three-game home series 
March 16-18.

At the beginning of the 2006-2007 Tribe 
men’s basketball season, I predicted a double-
digit win total. Nevertheless, deep down I did not 
expect 15, including eight CAA victories. As an 

impartial, objective observer 
of the program (I try), I still 
harbored hopes of a winning 
season fi lled with upsets, but 
it seemed unlikely after three 
consecutive seasons of 20 or 
more losses.  

It all started in December 
with the Tribe Tip-Off 
Classic, which the College 
won after a thrilling 
comeback against Cornell 

University in the championship game. The 
Tribe went 6-1 in December, with a seven-
game winning streak pushing its record to 10-4. 
The streak included an eye-opening CAA road 
victory over George Mason University that 
helped the College improve to 3-1 in conference 
play. CAA regular-season champion Virginia 
Commonwealth University ended its winning 
steak and the Tribe lost fi ve straight, falling to 3-
6 in the conference. Suddenly, it seemed like this 
season would be eerily similar to the past three.

The College alternated wins and losses until 
a Feb. 7 victory over James Madison University 
got the Tribe rolling again. A week later, the 
College earned its biggest victory in years as 
they defeated Drexel University 60-47 in a game 
that they controlled from start to fi nish. This was 
a Drexel team that had beaten two major Big 
East Conference teams — Villanova University 
and Syracuse University. It was as if the Tribe 
had turned the corner, and at 15-11 a winning 
season seemed reachable. 

Down the stretch, the College’s offense 
sputtered. In three of its last four games – all 
losses – the Tribe managed only 13, 17 and 19 
fi rst-half points, respectively. These poor fi rst 
halves left the College with big defi cits but, 
unlike teams in the past, this year’s outfi t always 
battled back. In the second half at Drexel, the 
Tribe cut a 25-point defi cit to seven. Friday,  
against Georgia State University in the second 
half, the College fought back time after time and 
eventually took the lead, only to see the season 
come to an end on a desperation shot at the 
buzzer. The season ended too early for the Tribe. 

I made the quick trip to Richmond Friday 
afternoon for the Tribe’s fi rst-round game against 
the aforementioned GSU Panthers. I watched 
Adam Payton take over the game and push 
his team into the lead. I saw Payton fall to the 
fl oor in dismay at the end of the game. I knew 
he deserved better. Head Coach Tony Shaver 
thought his team deserved better. But this season 
was not in vain.

This season was historic. The 15 wins mark 
only the fi fth time in the 102-year history of 
Tribe basketball that a team has won at least 15 
games. It signaled the arrival of a new breed of 
basketball here at the College, and while it may 
not evolve into a championship caliber program, 
it will become competitive. Players and coaches 

Historic season 
brings promise 
to men’s hoops

ALEX HAGLUND ✦ THE FLAT HAT   
The Tribe recorded an impressive season with 15 wins for only the fi fth time in the 102-year history of the program before losing to Georgia State University Friday.

Andrew
Pike

HOME FIELD ADVANTAGE

40-footer at buzzer hands Tribe fi rst-round tournament loss after rally from nine points down

MEN’S BASKETBALL: TRIBE 68, GEORGIA STATE 70 (CAA TOURNAMENT FIRST ROUND)

Game over
SPORTS
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BASEBALL: TRIBE 9, GEORGE MASON 10

SARAH GRAYCE ✦ THE FLAT HAT                       

Tribe baseball now has an overall record of 5-8. They host Richmond today at 3 p.m.

See BASKETBALL page 9

Tuesday, March 6, 2007

BY ANDREW PIKE

FLAT HAT STAFF WRITER

A 40-foot heave by Georgia State 
University’s Leonard Mendez ended the 
Tribe’s season Friday in the fi rst round of 
the CAA Tournament in Richmond. The 
68-70 defeat drops the College to 15-15 
overall for the season and their all-time 
CAA tournament record to 3-22.

“I saw the clock with one second and 
threw it up towards the rim,” Mendez 
said. “I gave it a heave. I didn’t know if it 
was on target.”

His buzzer-beating shot, however, 
touched nothing but net and allowed the 
Panthers to escape with a victory after a 
furious comeback attempt by the College. 
Trailing by 10 at halftime and by as many 
as 13 in the second half, the Tribe rallied 
three times in the second to trim double-
digit leads down to workable margins. 

Two free throws from sophomore 
Alex Smith with one minute, 17 seconds 
remaining cut the Panthers’ lead to seven. 
A missed free throw gave the Tribe the 
ball back with 55 seconds remaining 
and junior Nathan Mann drilled a long 
three-pointer from the wing to close the 
gap to four. With 42 seconds left, Georgia 
State’s Ron Larris connected on one of 
two free throws and kept the door open 
for the College. 

The Tribe got the ball to Mann, who 
created his own shot at the top of the key 
and drained the three-pointer, bringing the 
College within two with 25.3 seconds left. 
After another Tribe foul, Georgia State’s 
Ryan McBride stepped to the free throw 
line and missed, allowing Adam Payton 
to grab a rebound and dribble down the 
court. A solid screen from Smith freed 
Payton, who took off down the lane with 
his left hand and kissed the ball off the 

glass for a layup. Payton was fouled on 
the shot and he knocked down the free 
throw to put the Tribe ahead by one with 
4.7 seconds left. 

Enter Mendez. Georgia State Head 
Coach Michael Perry drew a play up 
to get Mendez the ball for the fi nal 
shot. Although Mendez lost control of 
his dribble after passing midcourt, he 
regained possession in time to release his 
game-winning shot. 

“It looked like it was good from the 
minute it left his hand,” Head Coach 
Tony Shaver said.

Mendez’s last-second heroics were 
worthy of the lead segment on ESPN’s 
SportsCenter 6 p.m. telecast Friday.

Many of the Panthers’ shots were 
good Friday, as they connected on 11 of 
19 three-pointers, including seven of nine 
in the second half. Four Georgia State 
players reached double fi gures, including 

Mendez, who led his team with 17 points, 
while his teammate McBride scored 14 
points, hitting four second half three-
pointers.

Payton’s 15 second-half points kept 
the Tribe in the game as he fi nished his 
career with a 19-point, six-rebound and 
three-steal outing in 37 minutes.

“I think Adam Payton carried the team 
on his back,” Shaver said. 

“I don’t think I’ve seen a team with this 
will to win. The will to win was incredible 
in the huddle in the second half.”

This desire ignited the offense, as the 
College erupted for 49 second-half points 
while shooting 60 percent from the fl oor. 
Three players joined Payton in double 
fi gures – Mann with 12, Smith with 10 
and junior Laimis Kisielius with 13. 

“We had a good season,” Kisielius 
said. “You always remember the losses, 
especially if it ends this way.”

Mason grabs series victory
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