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On March 1st, after months of cold 
weather, snow finally fell on Wil-
liamsburg. The rest of that night 
and during the next day power 

flicked on and off in dorm halls, academic 
buildings, and other major facilities. Classes 
and school activities were cancelled all day 
on Monday the 2nd. Students took advantage 
of the bonus day to get some rest, catch up on 
reading as midterm exams were fast approach-
ing, or just play in the snow with friends.
     On Monday morning, cell phones across 
campus buzzed in unison while cheers of joy 
rang out from dormitories. Through the Col-
lege's Emergency Notification System, morning 
text messages and phone calls announced that 
morning classes had been cancelled. Around 
noon, a second notification went out cancel-
ling classes for the rest of the day. Although 
most of the snowfall had tapered off by noon, 

the chilly temperatures allowed for ice to accu-
mulate on the paths and steps of campus mak-
ing unnecessary traveling dangerous. Classes 
commenced the next day, however.
    “I went to my friends' room and moped about 
having to go to class, until the decision was 
made to cancel all classes," Emily Wilson said. 
"My friends Kaley Horton and Annah Mackin 
and I got the call at the same time, at which 
point we screamed and hugged each other.” 
   Wilson and her friends then chose to stay in-
side instead of going out to brave the cold. “We 
stayed in and watched a couple of movies and 
a few episodes of Designing Women, an eight-
ies feminist sitcom," Wilson said. "Then we or-
dered pizza and had a massive pizza party with 
a few other girls on our hall.”
    With an extra 24 hours of free time, some 
used the time to work. “I think the day was a 
godsend," Catherine York said. "I hadn’t writ-

ten an essay and because of the snow day, I got 
two more days to work on it.”  Anna was study-
ing in Swem Library when the power went out 
for 30 seconds before the generators kicked in. 
“People started to scream about not being able 
to get work done without power. It was really 
intense,” York said.
    Others took a more stress-free approach to 
the snow day and chose to play in the white 
stuff rather than study. “My big, Lydia Higgs, 
Devon Miller, and I had a snowball fight with 
snow gathered from the cars," sophomore Kate 
Adams said. "I was excited because it was my 
first College snow day.” 
    Whether students chose to frolic on the 
Sunken Gardens, stay in and watch movies, 
or study in Swem, the rare snow day provided 
memories for the entire campus.
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Sledding down the hill behind Barrett 
Hall, friends take advantage of the snow 
in a classic way. The drifts around cam-
pus provided excellent snow for snow-
man-making and sledding.
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Untouched snow rests peacefully on the Crim Dell bridge.  
Williamsburg received two to three inches of snow that stuck 
overnight to the architecture of the campus.

In Ancient Campus, junior Kaitlyn 
Hinten and senior Kate Brunick throw 
snowballs at each other in front of the 
President's House. Snow continued to 
fall through most of Monday morning, 
icing over brick paths.
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While frolicking around CW, sopho-
mores Laurel Berkheimer, Anne Ke-
lesy and Justina Michels pretend to taste 
fresh snow from the brick walls. Power 
outages throughout the day meant that 
students had to find entertainment out-
side of electronic devices.

WinterlandMarch 2, 2009

Photo courtesy of Jeremy Powers.


