
By MAXIM LOTT
Flat Hat Deputy News Editor

Get a student to register to vote in Williamsburg and 
receive $10. 

That’s the gist of the Williamsburg Civic Engagement 
Act, which earmarks $15,000 to pay for the registra-
tions and was passed by the Student Assembly last 
Tuesday. So far, 108 students have signed up for train-

ing to register other stu-
dents. 

Williamsburg offi-
cials voiced concerns.

“It is highly unusual 
to pay people for the 
number of individuals 
that they persuade to 
register to vote,” Mayor 
Jeanne Zeidler said. “In 
[the] past, people have 
been encouraged to 
register and to vote out 
of political belief and/
or conviction, not as 
a business opportunity 
for others.”  

“The potential for 
abuse is present in this 
proposed procedure,” 
she added. “I question 
whether it is ethical and 
fear that it might under-
mine the democratic 
process.”

But student senators 
say the bill is necessary to ensure that students are 
fairly represented and that paying to register select 
voter groups is not a new concept.

“[This] is not only legal and ethical, but also cru-
cial,” Sen. Walter McClean ’09, who sponsored the 
bill along with Senate Chair Matt Beato ’09, said. 

By ALEX GUILLEN
Flat Hat Assoc. News Editor

The government information department at 
Swem Library will shut down in January. The 
staff will be transferred to other departments in 
a move Dean of University Libraries Connie 

McCarthy attributes to the budget crunch and 
necessary restructuring.

“There’s been ongoing discussions of … 
how many service points you [should] have in 
a library,” McCarthy said. “We’ve been talking 
about changes that we will need to make in the 
organization to move ahead and to maximize 

our staffing and our services.”
To this end, McCarthy announced shortly 

after Labor Day that the department would 
be shut down and the three full-time librar-
ians moved to other areas of the library. She 
said that other services and interests needed 
to take priority, such as expanding the Media 
Center and purchasing more computers for the 
constantly crowded Information Commons. 
McCarthy said that Provost Geoffrey Feiss has 
supported her decision.

However, Alan Zoellner, the government 
information librarian and head of the depart-
ment, has been critical of the way McCarthy 
carried out the department shutdown.

“I sort of feel like a condemned man who 
now is being asked to plan the details of his 
execution … but never had a chance to partici-
pate in the trial that led to his death penalty in 
the first place,” Zoellner said. He was careful to 
point out that he is not sure whether the shut-
down of the department is a good decision, but 
he was clear that he was upset with McCarthy 
for not consulting him on the change.

McCarthy says that the change will benefit 
the library and streamline the process of acquir-
ing and cataloguing materials as well as assist-
ing students with research.

“By building this service into Reference, 
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Alternative holiday shopping
International Justice Mission hosts a charity gift 

sale Dec. 5 from 4 to 8 p.m.
See IJM page 8 

Aiming high
Seniors Kyra Kaylor and Devin James have this year’s Tribe 
women’s basketball shooting for a postseason bid. 
See women’S baSKeTball page 8

BOV to wait on 
Nichol decision

Police 
arrest 
two at 
Phi Tau

By AUSTIN WRIGHT
Flat Hat News Editor

When Board of Visitors members meet tomorrow, Thursday and 
Friday of this week, they most likely will not be making the much-
anticipated decision of whether or not to renew College President 
Gene Nichol’s contract.

Rector Michael Powell said in a Sept. 
28 e-mail to the College community that a 
decision should be expected in the spring, 
which means a vote on Nichol will not 
come until the February or April meeting.

Controversy has surrounded Nichol’s 
presidency since his Oct. 2006 decision 
to remove the Wren Chapel cross from 
permanent display. Vocal alumni have used 
websites, blogs and the media to amplify 
their concerns about Nichol, and questions 
were raised when it became known that Nichol misinterpreted an 
e-mail warning him about a revoked $12 million donation.  

Despite controversy, Nichol believes he is qualified. 
“Should it be the case that if you’re going to pursue some of the 

values that I’ve tried to pursue that the College should reject that?” 

Register 
a voter, 
get $10

See GOvERNMENT page 4

RegiSTRaTion bill FacTS

n Pay for registering 
a single student in 
williamsburg: $10.

n Students who have 
signed up to register 
others: 108.

n Money alloted to pay 
students: $15,000.

n Money to come from 
mandatory student funds: 
none.

n Students registered 
through volunteer efforts 
so far: over 700

SA will pay to register students 
to vote, city mayor concerned

By MILES HILDER
Flat Hat Assoc. Sports Editor

Friday night proved to be more than an 
average evening of dancing and fun on frater-
nity row. 

Around 1:30 a.m., a fight broke out on the 
dance floor of Unit D during Phi Kappa Tau’s 
“Naughty or Nice” dance party, resulting in 
the arrest of two individuals.

According to the police report, Campus 
Police were in the midst of routine rounds at 
Unit D, where Phi Tau is located, when an 
officer heard shouts of “fight, fight.” The offi-
cer entered the unit, observed multiple skir-
mishes and called for backup. Further details 
of the incident were withheld due to a pending 
investigation by Campus Police.

“There was a police officer doing a walk-
through while the incident happened,” Phi 
Tau President Sammy Hamididdin ’09 said. 
“Who knows what kind of level of escalation 
the fight could have gotten to? Who else could 
have been involved, and how many more 
potential injuries could have resulted? The 
William and Mary police handled the situation 
as best they could.”

Numerous witnesses said that pepper spray 
was used by Williamsburg police officers, 
who responded to Campus Police’s call for 
backup.

“The Williamsburg police did not really 
seem to have a handle on things,” Hamididdin 
said. “They pepper-sprayed the entire area, 
spraying non-combatants as well as combat-
ants directly. They also detained a [Phi Kappa] 
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ALEX HAGELAND    —THE fLAT HAT

Grand Illumination, a Williamsburg holiday tradition, was held Sunday evening and included a fireworks show.

Library department to close President under review

MARAL NOORI-MOGHADDAM— THE fLAT HAT

The Government Information Desk in Swem will close next semester due to budget cuts.

College running back 
detained, weekend frater-

nity events canceled

grand illumination

See REGISTER page  3 See PHI TAU page  3

See BOv page 4

COURTESy — DARTMOUTH
Rector Powell ’85
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In last Friday’s issue, the article titled, “U.Va. minority groups start campaign on campus,” The Flat Hat incor-
rectly stated that U.Va.’s school cheer was titled “Gold Old Song.” The correct name is “Good Old Song.”

In the Nov. 16 issue of The Flat Hat, the article titled, “College releases Nichol e-mail” incorrectly stated that 
Alex Haglund took the picture of Gene Nichol. Jonathan Seiden took the picture.

The Flat Hat wishes to correct any facts printed incorrectly. Corrections may be submitted by e-mail to the sec-
tion editor in which the incorrect information was printed. Requests for corrections will be accepted at any time. By AlisAn VAnfleet

Flat Hat Staff Writer

The University of Washing-
ton is investing in a new ini-
tiative to decrease the number 
of people driving to and from 
campus. By next fall, 40 elec-
tric bicycles will be available 
for students, faculty and staff 
to rent throughout the day. 

UW’s Director of Trans-
portation Joshua Kavanagh 
believes that the bikes will 
help solve the supposed “last-
mile problem.” In recent years, 
more people at the university 
have begun to utilize public 
transportation such as buses 
and subways. Yet traveling the 
“last-mile” from the station to 
campus still poses a problem 
for many. Additionally, he ac-
knowledged that getting across 
campus from meetings to 
classes in a short period of time 
was sometimes impossible for 

professors without a car. 
“It’s much easier to persuade 

someone to take mass transit 
for their commute if they know 
that running to the drug store 
or lunch is doable,” Kavanagh 
told Inside Higher Education. 
“There’s a tremendous market 
for the last-mile services that 
help people who want to do the 
right thing in terms of lower-
ing the impact [on the environ-
ment].”

Next year, the bikes will 
be located at various kiosks 
throughout campus and will 
be available for hourly rent to 
anybody with a UW identifica-
tion card. 

The “power assisted” bi-
cycles are a hybrid between 
bicycles and electric scooters. 
A rider can either pedal nor-
mally or travel up to 20 miles 
per hour by utilizing the power 
assistance feature on the bicy-
cle. Kavanagh explained that a 

fully charged bike is capable of 
making dozens of trips across 
campus, but he hopes people 
will save energy by peddling 
for the majority of their out-
ings. 

“There is a population that 
is interested in moving around 
campus more fluidly, but 
they’re not ready to commit to 
peddling up high hills on cam-
pus,” Kavanagh said.

While the university will 
be in charge of marketing the 
program, the majority of the 
funding will come by way of a 
$200,000 grant from the Wash-
ington Department of Trans-
portation. The initiative is part 
of UW’s “U-Pass” alternative 
transportation program, which 
also includes subsidizing tran-
sit trips and van-pooling. The 
university has the first col-
lege transportation initiative 
to offer automated hourly bike 
rentals.

The amount of bacon and ham that thieves stole from a warehouse in Australia. 
Before leaving, they wrote “Thanks, Merry Christmas” on the building.

The Cramton Bill, which 
authorized the Secretary of 
the Interior to buy land around 
Jamestown, Williamsburg and 
Yorktown, was passed by U.S. 
Congress. All land bought would 
become a new national park and 
all of the scenic highways would 
be owned and maintained by the 
federal government.

tuesday, nov. 20 –– Four 
white males, an Asian male and  a 
white female were arrested on the 
700 block of Lafayette Street for 
possession of marijuana.

Wednesday, nov. 21 –– A 
black male was arrested at the in-
tersection of Richmond Road and 

Brooks Street for larceny, posses-
sion of marijuana and underage 
possession of alcohol. 

–– Two white females were 
arrested on the 300 block of York 
Street for stealing magnet stick-
ers.

thursday, nov. 22 –– A white 

male was arrested on the 1900 
block of Richmond Road for driv-
ing under the influence and driv-
ing with a suspended license.

–– A white male was arrested 
on Route 132 for driving under 
the influence, refusal to submit to 
an alcohol test and failure to stop 
at a stop sign.

friday, nov. 23 –– A white 
male was arrested on the 900 
block of Capitol Landing Road 
for driving under the influence 
and reckless driving.

sunday, nov. 25 –– A His-
panic male was arrested at the in-
tersection of Ironbound Road and 
Strawberry Plains Road for driv-
ing under the influence.

–– A white male was arrested 
on the 700 block of Scotland 
Street for damaging a taxi, being 
drunk in public, underage posses-
sion of alcohol and possession of 
a fake ID.

Wednesday, nov. 28 — A 
white male was arrested on the 
300 block of Richmond Road for 
stealing a banana nut nutrition bar 
from Wawa.

thursday, nov. 29 –– A black 
male was arrested on the 900 

block of Richmond Road for tres-
passing and being drunk in pub-
lic.

friday, nov. 30 –– A white 
female was arrested on the 
1400 block of Richmond Road 
for driving under the influence 
and failure to obey a highway                  
sign.

saturday, Dec. 1 –– A suspect 
was arrested for domestic assault 
and battery on the 700 block of 
North Henry Street.

–– A white male and female 
were arrested for domestic assault 
on the 2000 block of Richmond 
Road. 

–– A black male and female 
were arrested for domestic assault 
on the 800 block of Capitol Land-
ing Road.

sunday, Dec. 2 –– A Hispanic 
male was arrested for driving 
under the influence and driving 
without a valid license at the in-
tersection of Bypass Road and 
Parkway Drive.

Monday, Dec. 3 –– A white 
male was arrested on the 3000 
block of Richmond Road for driv-
ing under the influence.

Grand Illumination was fun.

Nick Brana ’11

Christmas break is my favorite.

Carl Siegmund ’08

Nov. 20 to Dec. 3
City PoliCe Beat

U. of Wash. to implement electric bicycle plan
Beyond the Burg
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Not having school.

Sara Beth Schweikoske ’09

 — photos and interviews by Alex Haglund

I just transferred from U.Va.  
Grand Illumination was better 
than the “Lighting of the 
Lawn.”

Amanda Andrei ’10

 There are a number of people who will 
criticize me regardless of what I do. I’m 

not going to quit in the face of that.
—College President Gene Nichol on the upcoming Board of 

Visitors meeting
                           See BOV page 4 ”“  

News Editor Austin Wright
Deputy News Editor Maxim Lott

news@flathatnews.com

Quote of the Week

This week in
Flat Hat history

Moliere’s play, “Le Bourgeois 
Gentilhomme,” was performed 
for the first time in Virginia at 
Phi Beta Kappa Memorial Hall. 
The play, based on an incident 
that occurred in the court of 
King Louis XIV, was brought to 
audiences at the College through 
cooperation from the theatre and 
music departments.  

Bill Mims ’79, a freshman at 
the College, started a one-man 
campaign to collect signatures 
asking the General Assembly to 
increase its support for a new 
building at the Marshall-Wythe 
Law School. Mims became 
interested in collecting signatures 
after hearing about the impact 
losing the law school could have 
on the College.

      — by Isshin Teshima
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University purchases bicycles to assist campus population

By the Numbers

The number of graduate schools at the College, which include the Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science, the Marshall-Wythe Law School, the Mason 
School of Business, the School of Education and the Arts and Sciences 
graduate school.

5

The proportion of socks sold in the United States that are also made in the 
United States. That is down from 76 percent seven years ago.

26 percent
The proportion of the vote that Venezuelan socialist Hugo Chavez lost by in 
his bid this week to change the constitution and extend his presidential term.

     — by Maxim Lott
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— By Isshin Teshima

COurtesy phOtO —WikipeDiA COMMOns

The Self-Scheduled Exam 
Committee, with endorsement 
from the Student Assembly and 
other groups, proposed that the 
College should adopt a schedule 
that consisted of two three-hour 
blocks each day for a week in 
which students could schedule 
their exams to their liking. 

2 percent

4

6

16 tons

Power assisted bicycles will be available to students and staff next autumn at the University of Washington.

A recent study conducted by College researcher and psychology pro-
fessor Catherine A. Forestell revealed that infants were more likely to eat 
vegetables at a younger age if the vegetables were repeatedly presented.

The research stated that the more green beans babies as young as four 
months were given, the more open the infants became to eating them. 

Nutritionists recommend that adults eat five to 13 servings of fruits and 
vegetables daily, as they can decrease the risk of obesity and disease. 

Mary Fabrizio, associate professor at the College’s Virginia Institute 
of Marine Science, was recently elected as the president of the American 
Fisheries Society.

The AFS, a 9,000-member group that focuses on the conservation, 
development and efficient use of American fisheries, is the oldest and 
largest group of its kind in the world. 

Fabrizio, whose work focuses mainly on the population dynamics of 
finfish and conducting annual juvenile fish surveys of the Chesapeake 
Bay, hopes to promote proper management of fishery resources and to 
provide channels of scientific information to private fishery owners. The 
annual fish surveys of the Chesapeake Bay have helped to record fish 
populations and control overfishing in the Bay since 1955.

VIMS is the graduate institution for marine science at the College.

— Compiled by Sarah Hays

Study finds persistance key in getting kids to eat healthy

Professor elected president of American Fisheries Society
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SA money for registration
REGISTER from page 1

By KATIE BORETSKY
The Flat Hat

The American Council of Trustees and 
Alumni, a national organization that reviews 
the policies of colleges and universities in 
the United States, issued a statement call-
ing for the College to eliminate the newly 
revised bias reporting system.

ACTA complained that even after revi-
sions, the bias reporting system still vio-
lated the First Amendment.

“The administration can tinker with the 
system all it wants. The fact is, it needs to 
go,” ACTA President Anne D. Neal said 
in a press release Nov. 20. “The system 
is ripe for abuse, and the administration 
has offered no reason for why it’s needed. 
What’s wrong with free speech?”

ACTA’s official website, goacta.org, 
describes the group as “an educational orga-

nization committed to academic freedom, 
excellence and accountability at America’s 
colleges and universities.”

Originally called the National Alumni 
Forum, ACTA is a bipartisan organization 
founded in 1995 by Sen. Joe Lieberman 
(I-C.T.), Lynne Cheney, Richard Lamm and 
others. 

The goal of the organization is to improve 
the quality of American higher education.

It has members from over 600 col-
leges and universities in the United States, 
including the College. 

ACTA previously expressed its disap-
proval of the bias reporting system in a 
letter Neal sent to College President Gene 
Nichol.

“Speech codes of this sort, whatever 
they are called, betray the College’s legal 
obligation to protect individual rights on 
campus,” Neal said. “Under the guise of 

creating a more welcoming ‘community,’ 
William and Mary has undertaken to adju-
dicate which viewpoints are acceptable — 
and which are not.”

Charles Mitchell, spokesman for ACTA, 
told the Daily Press that President Nichol 
has not yet responded to the letter, which 
was sent Nov. 1.

He also mentioned that ACTA is in the 
process of researching bias reporting sys-
tems at other colleges and universities and 
comparing them to the system in place at 
the College.

The College is does not plan to take the 
system down anytime soon. 

Sam Sadler, vice president for Student 
Affairs and chair of the Bias Incident 
Reporting Team, told the Daily Press that 
since the revisions were made over two 
weeks ago, he has not received any com-
plaints about the bias reporting system.

“There are many private grants 
available for registering political 
minorities of all types.” 

SA President Zach Pilchen ’09 
said that there were many safe-
guards against abuse, including 
the provision that nobody affili-
ated with the SA would be eligible 
to receive payment for registering 
voters.

“We are absolutely not pay-
ing people to vote,” Pilchen said. 
“People cannot be paid for regis-
tering themselves. If we find out 
that there have been any money-
making schemes, where people 
say, ‘you get $3 to register to vote, 
and I’ll keep $7,’ that person is not 
only going to not get any money, 
but they know they are going to be 
honor counciled.”

Pilchen also said that the SA is 
going to widely publicize the of-

fer so that everyone in the student 
body would have equal opportu-
nity to participate.

Government professor John 
Gilmour said that there could be a 
problem if mandatory student fees 
were involved.

“A student might reasonably 
ask why their fees should be go-
ing to fund a political campaign,” 
Gilmour wrote in an e-mail. “It is 
not for a particular candidate. But 
it is still very political. And why 
should bounties be needed? If stu-
dents want to vote, they can regis-
ter entirely on their own.”

Pilchen said that none of the 
$15,000 would come from man-
datory student fees. It will instead 
come from money that the SA has 
raised through their own fundrais-
ing projects, which include sales 
of refrigerators, microwaves and 
final exam care packages. 

“This isn’t money that students 

have paid in their tuition.” Pilchen 
said, adding that the money comes 
from the same fund that has been 
used to pay for flowers for San-
dra Day O’Connor, “Know Your 
Rights” cards for students and SA 
pizza parties.

There was initially debate in 
the senate regarding the legality of 
paying for student voter registra-
tion, but senators checked with the 
Virginia State Board of Elections.

“The Code of Virginia does not 
expressly prohibit compensating 
individuals [for] working on voter 
registration drives,” Gary Ellis, 
voter registration coordinator for 
the board, wrote in a letter.

McClean said that the bill is not 
only legal and good for students, 
but good for the community as 
well.

“I think citizens only stand to 
benefit from students being more 
active in the community.”

Arrests in frat
phI TAu from page 1

College bias system opposed
American Council of Trustees and Alumni finds bias reporting system in 

violation of First Amendment rights, calls for program’s removal Tau brother for obstruction of jus-
tice for what appeared to be no real 
reason.”

After police assumed control 
of the situation, Andrew Brown, 
19, of Virginia Beach and DeBrian 
Holmes ’08, 22, were arrested. 
Brown, who is not a student, was 
charged with disorderly conduct, 
being drunk in public and under-
age possession of alcohol.

Holmes, the starting running 
back of the football team, was 
charged with maiming, an offense 
that consists of an assault that 
causes injury. Holmes is accused 
of punching one of the non-stu-
dents and knocking out a tooth.

Rumors concerning the extent 
of the altercation varied through-
out the night. Speculation as to the 
severity of the matter was height-
ened by the administration’s deci-

sion to cancel events scheduled for 
Saturday night on fraternity row.

“We wanted to make sure that 
any problems from the night before 
did not carry over,” Campus Police 
Chief Donald Challis said. “The 
incident involved some off-campus 
people, and we sought to minimize 
the risk to William and Mary stu-
dents. This was not about showing 
up the fraternities.”

A dance party planned by Theta 
Delta Chi for Saturday night was 
one of the events canceled. In a 
message posted on the party’s event 
site on Facebook, Theta Delta Chi 
cited cancellation “per instructions 
of [Assistant Vice President for 
Student Affairs] Mark Constantine 
and Campus Police.”

“I’ve been here 10 years now, 
and this is the first time that I can 
recall that we actually canceled an 
event because of an incident on 
campus,” Constantine said.

Page 3



we will be able to offer a higher level of as-
sistance for more hours of the week than is 
currently available, certainly on evenings and 
weekends,” McCarthy wrote in a response to 
Clay Clemens, chair of the government de-
partment. Clemens had written McCarthy with 
concerns about the shutdown, especially any 
decrease in quality of service to students and 
faculty researchers. Clemens also wrote that he 
wished Swem had consulted the department be-
fore it made the decision.

Zoellner agreed that the number of ques-
tions received by staff has decreased in the past 
several decades. He noted that many govern-
ment documents are now electronic. He dis-
agreed, however, with McCarthy’s claim that 
the change will be more efficient.

“By splitting up the processing of govern-
ment documents from the public service work 
of government documents, I think you make 
everything less efficient, especially as it affects 
the students and faculty,” Zoellner said.

What Zoellner was more upset about was 
the treatment of the staff, including himself 
and librarians Linda Templeman and Cynthia 
Dellaposta.

McCarthy responded that she made the 
decision herself.

“It was an administrative decision for the 
long-term benefit of the library and I felt I had 
to do it myself,” she said. 

Together, the three librarians have almost 70 
years of service, experience that Zoellner feels 
was wasted when McCarthy failed to consult 
him. One of the librarians was only given a 
week to decide whether or not she would move 

to content services. 
“She had 33 years of service, and you don’t 

ask someone to make the decision in three days 
whether they’re going to completely change 
what they’re doing,” Zoellner said. “That’s 
not the way to operate.” McCarthy declined to 
comment.

Zoellner says he will make the best of the 
situation.

“I grumble plenty about the dean’s deci-
sion, but I believe her when she says that she 
is proud of the fact that we have provided good 
service and she’s going to see that that contin-
ues,” he said. 

“As much as the dean and I say service qual-
ity will continue to the best of our ability, it’s 
bound to slip a little bit,” Zoellner added.

After the shutdown in January, visitors can 
seek assistance with government information 

at the reference desk. The depart-
ment librarians will continue orga-
nizing documents throughout the 
next semester before transferring 
to other areas of the library.
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Government desk to close at end of semester

Classifieds

Headache? Neck pain? Back 
pain? Sports injury? Stress? 
We can help. Visit www.per-
formancechiropractic.com to 
see how CHIRORPACTIC, 
APUCPUNTURE, and 
MASSAGE help you be your 
best. For more information, or 
to schedule an appointment, 
call Performance Chiropractic 
at 229-4161. (ad authorized by 
Dr. Daniel Shaye, chiropractic 
physician, W&M 1990)

TWO PROPERTIES OFF 
JAMESTOWN RD.  2866 
Sandy Bay:  1.47 acres; 3 BRs; 
greatroom; eat-in kit.; fam-
ily room w/fp.  $319,000  2501 
Fair Chase in Foxfield near 
Jamestown.  LG side yard; gre-
atroom w/fp; 3 BRs; immacu-
late townhome; near trails & 
marina.  $295,000  John Ryland 
& Assocs., REALTORS, in 
Williamsburg.  “Trained to 
Serve.”  757.875.2423

Government from page 1

BOV meets Friday

Nichol said in a Nov. 15 Flat Hat interview. “That simply has to mean 
that you get a different kind of president, and I think that would be 
quite unfortunate for the College.”

He added that anti-Nichol attacks will continue until the BOV 
reaches a decision. 

“There are a number of people who will criticize me regardless of 
what I do,” he said. “I’m not going to quit in the face of that.”

Jim Jones ’82, the leader of the anti-Nichol website 
ShouldNicholBeRenewed.org, said he asked the BOV to make a 
decision on Nichol in December but that Powell would not com-
mit to a time frame. He also said that if the BOV renews Nichol, 
ShouldNicholBeRenewed.org will stop fighting to oust him. “I can’t 
invest any more intellectual and psychological capital in this,” Jones 
said.

The BOV meets tomorrow from 5 p.m. until 6:30 p.m., Thursday 
from 8 a.m. until 6:45 p.m. and Friday from 8:15 a.m. until 12 p.m. 
Meetings are held in Blow Hall and are open to the public.

Bov from page 1
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The cost of contraception 

staff editorial

$15K earmark a win for voters
The Student Assembly’s new initiative 

providing a $15,000 earmark to register 
student voters may be just what the stu-
dent body needs secure a say in the city of 
Williamsburg.

Progress has been made at an incred-
ible pace over the last year. Following the 
replacement of city voter registrar Dave 
Andrews — who was indifferent to both stu-
dent concerns and the law in general — with 
student-friendly registrar Winifred Sowder, 
students at the College began to enjoy a 
simple, non-partisan registration process. As 
a result, 700 students have registered to vote 
in the city over the past semester.

These strides have been enough to make 
the city finally begin to listen to student 
concerns, but it is not 
quite enough to change 
(yet) the unjust policies 
regularly implemented 
by the city, most notably 
the three-person hous-
ing rule, a discriminatory 
policy that deliberately 
targets students.

The SA’s new earmark, which would pay 
students $10 for each student they register 
to vote, is an encouraging plan. Our biggest 
concerns about the program were answered 
in a meeting with SA President Zach Pilchen 
’09, Vice President Valerie Hopkins ’09 and 
Senate Chair Matt Beato ’09. The money 
will come from an SA off-campus account, 
not from student activity fees, meaning 
students will not receive payments directly 
from other students. The off-campus fund 
consists of money that has been raised 
largely through SA programs, such as refrig-
erator and microwave sales and exam care 
packages, and this program should be a posi-
tive use of money that would otherwise go 
unused. Second, anyone affiliated with the 
SA is ineligible to receive benefits, a neces-
sary step to limit conflicts of interest.

There are, however, some problems with 
the new initiative. The program provides 

no maximum level of payment for a single 
student. Suppose that a single student reg-
istered 1,000 voters; that student would be 
paid $10,000, an enormous sum of money 
for their effort. The SA can fix this issue in 
several ways while ensuring that registration 
efforts are dispersed evenly across a range of 
passionate, motivated students. 

First, it can provide a cap on the number 
of students that one person can register. 
The records of the voter registrar are public 
information, so the SA will be held account-
able if a small number of people are being 
paid large sums of money. 

Second, the SA must adequately publi-
cize this new plan. Simple initiatives like 
campus-wide e-mails will help spread the 

word and ensure that the 
funds are not allocated to 
a handful of people with 
close ties to the SA.

The earmark has the 
potential to be a recur-
ring program, and we 
hope that if the SA suc-
ceeds in registering a 

substantial number of student voters, it will 
continue its fundraising efforts. This will 
allow them to ensure that with each class 
that enters the College, a sufficient number 
of students register to vote in the city to 
prevent the city’s abuse of students over 
the past several years from ever happen-
ing again. Continuing fundraising will also 
ensure that money from students’ mandatory 
fees is never used to pay other students, as 
this would violate the spirit of a law that the 
SA itself passed in 2006.

We are optimistic about the program’s 
potential, but like many recent local voting 
efforts, it must come down to student partici-
pation. Students need to care about their say 
in this city, for the benefit of the entire stu-
dent body if not their own. There are impor-
tant local elections coming up, and with the 
help of this earmark, this election will matter 
for the students of the College.

Smoke-free eateries
As we approach exam time, I can sense stu-

dents on campus starting to get anxious. That 
slow, painful descent into intellectual delusion, 
sustained by late-night Wawa runs and 20-minute 
naps in Mews, has begun to set in, shown by the 
increasing number of desperate and crazy away 
messages explaining either how much work lies 
ahead or how little will exists to accomplish it. 

I love the way people count down to freedom 
— five exams until winter break, three papers to 
write before Mug Night and 800 pages of reading 
to catch up on from an entire semester of slack-
ing off before I go insane 
and fail out of school. 

It’s really a great time of 
year.

Over the past three years, 
I’ve watched older friends 
hit their first semester 
senior year and immedi-
ately become zombies. In my young mind, I 
always thought, “If you’re so close to graduation, 
wouldn’t you just want to work hard for this final 
push, so you can leave with flying colors?”

 The answer, obviously, is no. As a current 
zombie-senior, the desire to do school work is 
only slightly more appealing than a fun trip to 
the dentist. Of course, typically distracting activi-
ties like Facebook are particular problems for 
me now. (In fact, I literally just spent 10 minutes 
looking though my own Facebook groups in the 
middle of writing this sentence — ridiculous.) 
But even things like cleaning my room and gro-
cery shopping have gained massive appeal when 
compared to, say, glancing at a syllabus to see 
what reading I should feel guilty about not doing. 

I think it’s safe to say I’ve reached new levels 
of apathy and cerebral clutter. 

It’s not that I don’t want to do well in school, 

it’s just that for some reason I would rather spend 
an afternoon perusing passiveaggressivenotes.
com than reading a book, studying for a test or 
dragging myself to class. 

Given my current state, then, I have been try-
ing to lay some ground rules for myself as I head 
into the pit of despair that is exam time. With any 
luck, I can prevent myself from deteriorating any 
further and manage to pass all my classes. Reach 
for the stars, you know?

First, I’ve decided to stop pretending to do 
work at the Daily Grind. I mean, I’m probably 
going to break this one in the next 12 hours or 
so, but I think it’s still good to put it out there. 
I pride myself on being a self-aware individual, 
so I’ll admit that whenever I say “I’m going to 
go do work at the Grind,” that really means I 
want to waste a good four hours drinking coffee, 
compulsively checking my e-mail and talking to 

people about how busy I am. 
So if you see me “working” 
(“Gmail chatting”) at our 
lovely campus coffee shop 
anytime soon, please, come 
hit me with a copy of The 
Flat Hat.

My second rule, which I 
have yet to break, is avoiding Jetman. Jetman, if 
you are unaware, is a highly addictive Facebook 
application and game that has spread like an 
infectious disease throughout my group of 
friends. Honestly, I don’t even know what it is, 
because I’m too afraid to play. I’m pretty sure it’s 
not that interesting or exciting, but I’ve witnessed 
responsible young men and women waste hours 
of their lives in Jetman stupors, and I want no 
part of it.

So, I guess it’s basically just those two rules: 
don’t pretend to work at the Grind and don’t play 
Jetman. I mean, considering everything, I’d say a 
lot of effort went into that plan (or at least more 
than what’s gone into my “academic future”).  

Besides, I need to look through pictures of 
LOLcats for a few hours before I sleep through 
my next class.

Devan Barber is a senior at the College.

As a current zombie-senior, the 
desire to do school work is only 
slightly more appealing than a 
fun trip to the dentist.

Devan Barber
Flat Hat StaFF columniSt

Secondhand smoke is a perfect example of a 
negative externality. 

Anyone who has taken economics knows what 
I’m talking about. It basically means that an 
individual imposes an uncompensated cost on 
the rest of society. 

Walking through a smothering cloud of ciga-
rette smoke and coming out coughing and teary-
eyed is not my idea of a great dining experience. 
Nor is having a terrible fit of ceaseless sneezes 
because of a couple guys in the back smoking 
cigars.

Although smoking sec-
tions designate an area for 
smokers, the smoke still 
spreads throughout the 
restaurant, irritating wait-
ers and customers alike, 
including young children.

 To prevent this problem, various cities in 
Virginia, including Williamsburg, are currently 
contemplating a ban on smoking in restaurants 
and bars. Norfolk has already imposed smoking 
restrictions while Newport News and Suffolk 
are in the process of implementing such poli-
cies.

Everyone knows the damaging effects of sec-
ondhand smoke and, in a contained public envi-
ronment, these effects are especially intensified. 
Waiters have to maneuver through the restaurant 
for prolonged shifts, increasing their susceptibil-
ity to such detrimental effects. Since family res-
taurants often attract customers with young chil-
dren, secondhand smoke can lead to coughing 

and sneezing, further jeopardizing their health. 
As in all issues, however, this one has a 

potential downside. The city is lukewarm on 
such a policy because restaurant owners are 
reluctant to forgo their share of smoking cus-
tomers. In addition, according to a Nov. 23 
article in the Daily Press, the Williamsburg city 
council “only has jurisdiction over the city’s res-
taurants even if plenty of eateries in the counties 
use Williamsburg addresses.” This means that 
there will be a disparity between the number of 
dining facilities that are allowed to have smok-
ing sections and those that are not.

Still, as Sam Sutton’s article “City to consider 
smoking ban in restaurants” in the Nov. 30 issue 
of The Flat Hat reported, it seems that many 
local restaurants, such as the Green Leafe Cafe, 
do not foresee any negative side-effects from the 

proposed ban, and view it 
as a change for a healthier 
restaurant experience.

For a while, there may 
be resistance to banning 
smoking sections, but as 
with all changes, time 
will help the adjustment. 

Change may not be as drastic in some places as 
in others, but it is a step to a safer and cleaner 
lifestyle for everyone.

I talked to another student about the pro-
posed ban and he came up with a crude, but 
surprisingly useful analogy. “Having a reserved 
smoking section in a restaurant,” he said. “is 
like having a reserved peeing section in the 
pool.” His comparison shows why the proposed 
ban on smoking is such a good idea: It stops 
a few people’s smoke from irritating everyone 
else.

 In theory, at least, the ban would eliminate 
this negative externality. 

Kalyani Phansalkar is a freshman at the College.

Walking through a smothering cloud 
of cigarette smoke and coming out 
coughing and teary-eyed is not my 
idea of a great dining experience.

Kalyani Phansalkar
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The loss of subsidized birth control at col-
leges across the nation will ultimately become 
another obstacle for female students to face.

According to an Oct. 22 article in the Yale 
Daily News, it has become “financially impru-
dent for pharmaceuticals to continue offering 
birth control at low prices to college health 
services.” While this mainly affects the stu-
dents who are covered by the healthcare plans 
provided by their respective colleges, female 
students will now have to pay almost four 
times as much for oral con-
traception than they did in 
the past. 

College students are gen-
erally stereotyped as being 
eternally broke and always 
strapped for cash. There is 
little doubt that more than 
tripling the cost of a widely used form of con-
traception, such as the pill, will not sit well with 
female students. 

Most likely, many will no longer be able to 
afford the birth control with which they have 
grown comfortable. They will have to either 
switch to a less reliable form of birth control or 
stop using it altogether. 

In a day and age when surgeons can perform 
life-changing operations and researchers have 
created hundreds of vaccines for diseases that 
used to plague society, the fact that safe birth 
control is not available to everyone is deplor-
able. 

Many forms of contraception are harmful to 
women, causing health issues and medical prob-

lems for them later in life. The pill is one of the 
few viable resources for women who want to 
practice safe sex, but still want to take care of 
their bodies. It is their first resource and their 
first line of defense. What happens when you 
take it away?

Sure, there are contraceptives like condoms, 
but most of the methods of birth control in the 
market now are specifically designed to be 
used by women, not men. And when those do 
not work out for the best, many women turn to 
abortion to take care of any unwanted and unex-
pected pregnancies. Abortion should not just be 
a method of last resort, it should be unnecessary 
altogether. 

In a perfect world, birth control would be 
so safe and so widely available that abortion 
would cease to exist. This is impossible because 

birth control in any form is 
either not used regularly or 
is not accessible. For those 
who are already using it 
regularly and responsibly, 
there now comes the added 
and unnecessary obstacle 
of being able to purchase it 

without the fear of added financial stress.
It is a no-win situation for many women (as 

if there isn’t already enough to worry about). 
It becomes obvious that we, as a society, are 
taking a step in the wrong direction in meeting 
their needs. Already lacking options for ade-
quate and safe ways to take care of their bodies, 
some women, with this added expense, will not 
be able to afford those contraceptives that are 
safe.

Women who take the initiative to use birth 
control should be commended. Now, those who 
are no longer able to afford to take care of their 
bodies are going to pay the consequences. 

A bit backwards, isn’t it?
Jessica Gallinaro is a freshman at the College.

Jessica Gallinaro
Flat Hat StaFF columniSt

There is little doubt that more than 
tripling the cost of a widely used form 
of contraception, such as the pill, will 
not sit well with female students.

Senioritis at its worst:
preparing for final exams

The earmark has the potential to be 
a recurring program, and we hope 
that if the SA succeeds in registering a 
substantial number of student voters, 
it will continue its fundraising efforts.
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Belly dancing club celebrates Hafla

IJM offers Fair Trade holiday gifts

Several things bother me. One of the worst is the needle, which I 
find to be unnatural. I have ended more doctors visits passed out on 
the floor than I care to recount. 

Yet, there are things which irritate me more than needles — like 
when someone reminds me of how busy they are. To be frank, I 
would rather be stabbed by a million syringes than suffer through a 
single conversation about how busy someone else is. 

We are all guilty of this infraction against goodness. After all, 
we go to the College. It’s no University of Virginia (zing!), but we 
still suffer through rigorous course loads. With clubs and jobs, it is 
a wonder that anyone has time to watch “Grey’s Anatomy.” People 
tell me this show rocks, yet my instincts tell me that an ensemble 
drama about young doctors working in a hospital can only be so 
earth shattering. 

The point is this: We all lead busy lives. Unfortunately, some of 
our fellow students forget this fact. These assholes, as I have taken 
to calling them, come in three varieties. The first can be called the 
really-is-more-busy-than-you asshole. These jerks tend to major in 
science or something incredibly boring for which countless exams 
and lab reports drain them of precious “Grey’s Anatomy”-watching 
time. 

Students of another ilk I refer to as assholes who are just as busy 
but their work is more important than yours. The title explains itself, 
but fails to capture just how annoying these people can be. With 
these jerks, it is implied that the lives they lead are more important. 
Time they devote to a paper on AIDS is significantly more important 
than the hours you waste writing a pilot about young veterinarians 
working in a pet hospital. 

There is a third category of students. These I refer to as people 
who cannot handle the stress of being busy and get overwhelmed 
easily. For some students this means a debilitating mental condition 
like anxiety disorder or manic depression. For others, like myself, 
this means a slightly inconvenient heart condition; whenever I feel 
too mentally taxed my heart pumps too fast and I pass out. 

This happened countless times when I was in high school. I 
would be in the middle of a presentation when I would pass out and 
wake up with my technology class cramped around my crumpled 
form. Or one time I was on a ski trip stressing about an upcoming 
English paper and then I passed out while in line for the chair lift. It 
wasn’t until freshman year of college that I realized something was 
wrong. 

It was the second semester of college, and I was overwhelmed 
with important tasks. I had two papers to write and two exams all 
in the same week. In addition, I was training for a half-marathon 
the following month. One moment I was standing in line at the Caf 
and the next I woke up bleeding on the floor. I fainted and fell on 
my glasses, which sliced open the skin just below my eyebrow. On 
my ambulance ride to the hospital, I realized I might have a stress 
problem. 

My solution has been simple. I did not decide to take an easier 
academic load. I did not uncommit myself from extracurricular 
activities. I did not see a heart specialist about my condition. Instead 
I just try to take things less seriously. This means slacking off on 
some reading when I feel slightly overwhelmed, or watching an 
episode of some inane television show when stress leaves me light-
headed. 

When I was a busy bastard, I only felt validated if other people 
recognized my hard work. We are a generation that constantly seeks 
validation. We strive for good marks, diplomas from prestigious 
universities and jobs as high-ranking government officials. We are 
so busy we often forget the things in life that really matter — things 
like friendships and crappy television dramas

In lieu of holiday cheer, I will end this column with some sage 
advice: If you feel overly taxed in the coming weeks, don’t fret. 
Instead, take a break from what you are doing. In my free time I 
will be writing a mystery novel about car detailers. If baking is more 
your thing, have at it. Whatever you do, don’t get too miffed. And 
don’t complain to someone else about how busy you are. Chances 
are, they are busy too. 

James Damon is a Confusion Corner columnist. He would watch 
“Grey’s Anatomy,” but they use needles.

Stressful bragging 
begets frustration

James Damon
Flat hat COlUMNISt

CONFUSION COrNer

By Claire ellery
The Flat Hat

Every cent you spend supports something. 
Whether you consciously support a charity or 
unconsciously contribute to child labor, people 
will be affected by the way you use your money. 
And so, for the holiday season, International 
Justice Mission is hosting an alternative gift fair 
to give you the option of rejecting consumerism 
and choosing your community.

International Justice Mission is hosting its 
third annual Alternative Gift Fair Wednesday, 
Dec. 5 from 4 to 8 p.m. in the University Center 
Tidewater. Fellowships, service trips and advo-
cacy groups from campus and the Williamsburg 
community will be selling holiday gifts. All the 
money will be used for charitable causes, rep-
resented by 11 different groups. 

Sarah Klotz ’08, financing sales chair for 
Students for Fair Trade, will sell fair trade 
chocolate and handmade crafts. The crafts, 
including handmade journals, purses and cof-
fee cups, come from Imani, a group that Klotz 
met over the summer in Kenya. Students for 
Fair Trade will send all profits to cooperatives, 
which help developing communities become 
self-sustaining.  

Students Helping Honduras is fundraising 
for Copprome Orphanage. “We’ll be selling 
holiday cards 
designed by the 
children and all 
of the proceeds 
will go to the 
children in the 
orphanage,” SHH 
President Wendy 
Chan ’08 said. 
The group will 
be in Honduras 
Jan. 6 through 13 
building houses in 
a refugee village 
and spending time 
at the orphanage.

Chan and Klotz 
both did some of 
their own shop-
ping at last year’s 
gift fair. Klotz 
said the diver-
sity of the gifts 
attracted her to 
the fair. “There’s 
unique stuff from all over the world, and it’s 
all beautiful and handmade and you know the 
money goes to a good cause. You know you are 
helping the rest of the world and making good 
choices,” she said.

Chan was especially drawn to the jewelry, 

“I really liked it — there were really cool ear-
rings," she said. “I thought the jewelry stand 
was a big hit. And you feel like the money you 
spend is going somewhere worthwhile.”

International Justice Mission itself will sell 
decorative stars to 
hang in windows. 
The money will go 
to the internation-
al branch, which 
is sending Sexual 
Assault Nurse 
Examiner nurses 
to Guatemala to 
address the high 
rate of unprosecut-
ed rape. In addi-
tion to support-
ing such groups, 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Justice Mission 
uses the fair to 
build bridges 
among campus 
groups. 

“I think it’s 
a cool event 
because there 
are a lot of cool 
groups on campus 

that I don’t always know about,” International 
Justice Mission President Nik Belanger ’10 
said. “And getting all the groups together in one 
place is a lot of networking, letting you know 
who’s out there doing the same stuff.”

Martha Morris ’08, the gift fair coordina-

tor for International Justice Mission, started 
planning for the event in early November. “We 
invite groups and tell them we look for the 
money to go directly to people, she said. “Last 
year we had a group raise over $1,000, which 
is a huge achievement.” 

Morris also brought up the convenience of 
the gift fair. “During finals it can be hard for 
students to think about shopping and to get 
off campus. At the gift fair, you can find nice 
things for presents without having to go off 
campus during a busy time.”

By raChel Ohm
The Flat Hat

Sunday evening the Beledi 
Club, the College’s belly dancing 
club, showcased dances they had 
learned and choreographed during 
the semester in the group’s annual 
winter Hafla. 

Hafla, Arabic for “party,” usu-
ally denotes a large, celebratory 
gathering of women. The club 
chose to identify Sunday’s perfor-
mance as such in order to reflect its 
goal of celebrating Middle Eastern 
culture.  

“Something a lot of people mis-

take about belly dancing is that it’s 
erotic, and it’s not,”  Beledi Club 
President Sarah Watson ’09 said. 
“Part of the purpose of the club is 
to show Middle Eastern dance as 
the art form that it is, to learn about 
and appreciate it.” 

Through the semester, the club 
has had weekly lessons with a 
professional instructor from the 
International Dance Studio of 
Hampton, Va. Members also cho-
reographed some of their own 
dances and met to practice in 
preparation for performances at 
multicultural events, such as Earth 
Day, the Amnesty International 

Music and Dance Showcase and 
Hafla, an event held at the end of 
each semester. 

Belly dancing, which incor-
porates traditional dances from 
a variety of countries and cul-
tures including Greek, Egyptian 
and Hawaiian, is predominantly 
inspired by Middle Eastern dance. 

The Beledi Club, which derived 
its name from a specific dance 
move called “beledi,” concentrates 
predominantly on the tribal dia-
lect, one of nine categories of 
belly dancing. They mostly per-
form urban tribal fusion, a subset 
of the tribal dialect.

“Fusion dance is about fus-
ing belly dance with something 
not Middle Eastern, for example 
the cha-cha, or by incorporating 
atypical music into the routine,” 
Watson said. “One of our dances is 
choreographed to ‘Zoot Suit Riot.’ 
We mix things together to get a 
different look,” Watson said.

The dancers are costumed in 
the urban style, which consists 
of shiny fabrics, bra tops, veils, 
gold coins, sequins and lots of 
bright colors. Watson described it 
as “slightly punk tribal.” 

“And glitter, we always wear 
glitter for everything.”

HardEasy

SUDOKU

HardEasy Source: krazydad.com

Directions: Fill in the blank squares so that 
each row, each column and each 3-by-3 
block contain all of the digits 1 through 9.

Nik BelaNger — the flat hat

International Justice Mission gift fair will feature many handmade items, including jewelry.

Organizations participating in gift fair
Developing Tomorrow: Destination China — 
authentic Chinese goods

Common Ground — CDs

Tidewater Labor Support Committee — items 
not made in sweatshops

WM SOMOS — photographs

Wesley Foundation & WM Nothing But Nets 
campaign — t-shirts, donation cards

Maasai-American Student Association — fair 
trade Kenyan jewelry

Students for Fair Trade — fair trade items

Students Helping Hondurans — Christmas cards

GVP & WM Habitat — scarves

Project Mexico: May — various items

Nik BelaNger — the flat hat

All proceeds will go to charitable causes.



followed by their breakout 19-12 mark a year ago. 
Along the way the duo has racked up a variety of 
individual honors as well. In the season opener 
against Campbell, James became the 12th player in 
College history to reach 1,000 career points. 

Kaylor similarly reached that mark last season 
and her current total of 1,111 career points puts 
her just seven points shy of becoming the career 
scoring leader at the College. Additionally, the 
Kaplan Arena mainstay earned CAA player of the 
year honors during her sophomore campaign and 
was first team all-CAA as a junior. 

Despite these accolades, however, the two are 
far from satisfied and remain hungry for the squad’s 
ultimate goal. 

“Winning a conference championship and 
getting a shot at post-season play would really 
surpass any individual honor I could ever receive,” 
Kaylor said.

In their final year in Williamsburg, Kaylor and 
James are intensely focused on reaching that goal.

“I feel like as a senior I have to bring a certain 
level of intensity and focus every day,” said James. 
“I try and do the little things right and as a unit 
we get better every day, which makes me want to 
continue to improve to help the team.”

Aiding that leadership is a strong supporting 
cast in one of the deepest Tribe squads in years. 
Sophomore forward Tiffany Benson is among the 
top defensive players in the CAA after setting 
the College single-season record in blocked shots 
during her freshman season. 

Junior Courtney Portell will run the team from 
the point, providing a hot hand from beyond the 
arc for a team that leans heavily on the three-ball. 
Portell will be relieved by freshman Katy Oblinger, 
who brings excellent ball-handling skills off the 
bench, while junior forward Dani Kell will return 
after missing much of last season to a torn ACL.

With the plethora of talent assembled at William 
and Mary Hall and last year’s strong showing, the 
CAA is starting to take notice of the resurgent Tribe. 
The team was picked to finish third in the conference, 
behind Old Dominion and James Madison in the pre-
season conference poll, while Kaylor was named to 
the pre-season first team. Yet much of the pressure to 
win comes from within the squad itself. 

“When I found out that we were picked to finish 
as one of the top teams in the conference I felt that 
we deserved it,” said James. “Yet there has been no 
extra pressure, just an expectation that we are more 
than capable of fulfilling.”

Kaylor cited this season’s focus on building from 
what they had accomplished as a key difference 
from previous year’s teams.

“Since we lost only one starter, there is more of 
a focus on rebuilding instead of new learning,” said 
the senior.

Despite rampant optimism, the team has 
struggled to maintain a steady level of play during 
the current campaign. After two decisive wins at 
the season-opening ISES Cancer Awareness Tip-
Off, the squad dropped three straight, culminating 
in a demoralizing 79-61 defeat at Marquette.

“Our biggest problem right now is rebounding 
and learning how to play together,” said Kaylor. 
“Once we find our chemistry, our season will 
definitely begin to change direction.”

The Tribe secured a narrow 63-62 win over 
Maine Thursday in what James described as a crucial 
morale builder.

“We are regaining our confidence, and these next 
couple of days of practice will give us time to work 
out our kinks,” she added. 

Despite the early struggles, the team remains 
focused on its overall goal of winning its first-ever 
CAA championship and advancing to the NCAA 
tournament. However, the road ahead for the Tribe 
is not easy and the squad must work to improve and 
limit any stretches of inconsistency.

The team faces a major test tonight at Kentucky in 
a game that could go a long way in determining the 

ability of the College to compete against key rivals 
in hostile environments on the road, a situation the 
squad has struggled with in recent years. Beyond that 
non-conference matchup, the team will approach 
each game singularly, an almost necessary outlook 
in the competitive CAA. 

“There are no easy games on our schedule this 
year, and every conference game is going to be a 
tough game as well,” said Kaylor.

 The senior, however, cannot help a quick glimpse 
forward toward what she’s worked so hard for over 
four exceptional seasons.

“We really want postseason play this year, and it 
is very possible as long as we work for it.”
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Wild season 
proves BCS 
changes needed

From tHE SidElinES

If this season doesn’t convince the NCAA 
that changes are needed in the bowl system of 
FBS college football, nothing will.

The 2007 campaign has been one for the 
books, as it has witnessed countless upsets 
and shifts in the polls, particularly at the very 
top. During Sunday’s BCS selection show 
(which was drawn out so long with unnecessary 
suspense-building tactics that it was almost 
unbearable to watch, especially considering that 
the brainless Barry Switzer was in attendance 
to provide “analysis”), the field was finally 
revealed. The matchups are as follows:

Rose Bowl
No. 13 Illinois vs. No. 7 USC

Fiesta Bowl
No. 9 West Virginia vs. No. 4 Oklahoma

Sugar Bowl
No. 10 Hawaii vs. No. 5 Georgia

Orange Bowl
No. 8 Kansas vs. No. 3 Virginia Tech

BCS Championship Game
No. 2 LSU vs. No. 1 Ohio State

You’re reading that right. LSU, with its 
two losses, is in the national title game — the 
same LSU that laid a complete egg against 
unranked Arkansas not two weeks ago in a game 
they knew they had to win for their national 
championship chances. At least, they thought 
they had to win it.

Their opponents, the one-loss Ohio State 
Buckeyes, blew their sure shot at a national title 
last month when they fell at home to conference-
foe Illinois. However, through the miracle of the 
BCS system, they find themselves back in the 
top spot.

How two-loss teams like USC, Georgia and 
Virginia Tech that have come on strong at the 
ends of their seasons and have played as well as 
anyone in the country the past few weeks could 
be so easily passed over by LSU is beyond me. 
But then again, a valid argument could be made 
for any one of the two-loss teams being more 
worthy than another. And what about undefeated 
Hawaii? If they win their bowl game, they will 
end their season unbeaten. Yet they will not be 
national champions. And the team that will be 
champs will have lost at least one game, which 
is exactly what happened last year to undefeated 
Boise State as they watched the one-loss Florida 
Gators crowned champions.

Boise State’s win over Oklahoma in the 
Fiesta Bowl last year was the single-most 
thrilling sporting event I have ever seen. When 
the team ran the hook-and-ladder play on 4th 
and 18 and turned it into a touchdown, I was 
breathless. And as great a single game as that 
was, I turned off the TV that night unfulfilled. 
Shouldn’t a team that has won every game it has 
played be afforded the chance to play for the 
championship?

The more I read about it, the more I accept 
the fact that the FBS will not go to a playoff 
system. There is too much money and tradition 
tied up in the bowl system. Fine. But the current 
system needs fixing. There is much talk about 
a “plus one” system, most notably from ESPN 
analyst Kirk Herbstreit (who, by the way, is 
approaching a George Hamilton level of tan-
ness), being implemented, which would mean 
that one final championship game would be 
played following the conclusion of all other 
bowls, with the two teams chosen based on 
many factors, including the results of the BCS 
bowl games.

Granted, this system is better than what 
we’ve got now, but will ultimately cause just 
as much controversy as the current one. What 
would matter more, a team’s performance 
throughout the season or its performance in the 
BCS bowl game? Ultimately, it would once 
again come down to a poll or a ranking.

Here’s my latest proposition (some of you 
may remember my playoff plan from last year’s 
column): a plus-two model. Eight teams are 
selected (in my perfect world, this would be 
done without the use of the computer system 
and conference tie-ins) to compete in the four 
BCS bowls (Fiesta, Sugar, Orange and Rose). 
The four winners would then advance to the 
semifinal round, to be played a week later. The 
two winners of those games would then play in 
the national championship game one week after 
that.

This system would give more significance 
to the four BCS bowls, and would even create 
two more big-money games for the NCAA. Will 
it ever happen? Doubtful. After all, this is the 
NCAA we’re talking about. But after seeing this 
year’s mess, it’s hard to imagine anyone else not 
wanting a change.

E-mail Jeff Dooley at jadool@wm.edu.

Tribe prepares for CAA opener at VCU

College looks to meet high expectations

foes, but the Tribe has come up empty-
handed in those match-ups. 

For the College to be successful 
against VCU, it must get production in 
the paint in order to free up its primary 

perimeter shooters — sophomore 
guard David Schneider and senior 
guard Nathan Mann — for open looks. 
Schneider comes into the game hitting 
48.4 percent of his three pointers and 
playing the most consistent basketball 
for the Tribe.

Senior forward Laimis Kisielius 
must also assert himself offensively and 
stay out of foul trouble in order to keep 
the College competitive. A repeat of 
his 16-minute, four-foul performance 
in a 58-55 loss to the University of 
Richmond cannot recur if the Tribe is 

to win against the Rams.
Playing on the road for the fifth 

time in six games, the College will 
encounter one of the CAA’s loudest 
fan corps in Richmond, where VCU 
went undefeated in CAA play in 2007. 
Tip-off is set for 7:30 p.m.

MEN’S BASKETBALL from page 8

COURTESY PHOTO — WILLIAM AND MARY SPORTS INFORMATION 
Senior forward Kyra Kaylor is just seven points from setting the College’s all-time scoring record.

power before being injured this 
season, will be back as the primary 
running threat (if he is able to get past 
his legal trouble from this weekend, 
see page 1), and the receiving corps 
will be in good shape with McAulay 
and junior Elliot Mack, who emerged 
as a big-play threat this season.

There’s been a lot of talk this 
season about the dominance of the 
CAA as the premier conference in 
the FCS. There is a trend, some say, 
toward CAA schools lowering their 
academic standards and loading up 
on transfer student-athletes from FBS 
schools.

I thought of these claims at the 
postgame press conference of a recent 
home game against a CAA opponent, 
as I was struck by the inarticulacy and 
thoughtlessness of the responses by 
two of the opposing team’s players. 
The two young men were friendly 
enough, but were less than respectful 
of their opponents and were far 
less well-spoken than one would 
expect from students of an academic 

institution of its reputation.
When Mack and sophomore safety 

David Caldwell came into the press 
conference, however, it was like night 
and day. Despite having just suffered 
a huge defeat, the two players 
were respectful, well-spoken and 
thoughtful in their responses.

“All we know is what Coach 
Laycock instills in us, and that’s to be 
respectful, win or lose,” Mack said.

Having a team that represents its 
school well is something not to be 
taken for granted, and ultimately is 
something that is far more important 
than wins and losses. 

That being said, nobody wants 
another 4-7 season. And if the CAA 
continues to go the way it’s headed 
with its football teams, then there 
might come a time when the College 
should consider moving to another 
football conference. 

However, if the team lives up to its 
potential next season, the only move 
the Tribe should be making is back 
into the upper echelon of the CAA.

E-mail Jeff Dooley at jadool@
wm.edu.

CAA with 238.8 yards per game and 
leads the conference with 5.6 yards 
per carry average.

Against the College, Hightower 
was held in check, gaining only 60 
yards on 15 attempts in the Spiders’ 
season finale 31-20 victory. 

“He’s an outstanding back,” 
Tribe Head Coach Jimmye Laycock 
said prior to the Richmond game. 
Hightower has averaged 140.7 yards 
a game this season to lead the CAA.

The Blue Hens outlasted the top-
seeded and previously undefeated 
Panthers in a game during which 

Delaware fell behind 13-0 early 
before reeling off 19 straight points to 
take the lead for good. 

The Hens have been led by 
tailback Omar Cuff, who shredded 
the Tribe defense to the tune of an 
FCS record-tying seven touchdowns 
in Delaware’s 49-31 season-opening 
victory over the Tribe. Cuff leads the 
CAA with 34 touchdowns this year, 
while Hightower is second with 20. 

Delaware travels to take on no. 
3 Southern Illinois University, who 
defeated CAA champion University 
of Massachusetts 34-27 in the 
quarterfinals this weekend. The Blue 
Hens last won the FCS in 2003.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL from page 8

Optimism for next year
HFA from page 8

FCS PLAYOFFS from page 8

CAA in FCS playoffs
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Delaware RB Omar Cuff scored seven touchdowns against the Tribe Aug. 30.



By Matt PoMs
Flat Hat Staff Writer

Nine months ago, the Tribe walked off the 
floor of the Bob Carpenter Center in Newark, 
Del., frustrated and disappointed after 
suffering a tough loss to Hofstra University 
in the quarterfinals of the CAA tournament. 
The defeat dropped the team to 19-12, ending 
their promising season on a sour note. 

However, the squad’s angst didn’t last long 
— the 19 games won by the 2006-2007 Tribe 
were the second most in program history, 
marking the first time that the College has 
finished over .500 in back-to-back seasons in 
Division I play. 

Meanwhile, the team returned four out 
of their five starters, relinquishing only 
guard Sarah Stroh to graduation, and eagerly 
anticipated the arrival of a strong recruiting 
class. Expectations for next season were high 
as the Tribe confidently looked forward to 
fall practices and the start of the 2007-2008 
season.

The College’s two seniors, forward 
Kyra Kaylor and guard Devin James, were 
particularly motivated, observing the squad 
in a position that seemed improbable at best 
when they joined the Tribe four years ago. 
Their freshman season, the College posted a 
dismal 5-24 record. However, behind the duo 
— both four-year starters — the program has 
been revitalized and optimism is now high. 

“It has definitely been a process, but a 
very enjoyable process at that,” said Kaylor. 
“We have overcome the tough times, and are 
currently working towards continuing the 
upward motion of this program. And being a 
part of that has been truly memorable.”

Thanks predominantly to the pair, the 
Tribe compiled a 13-13 record in 2005-2006, 

By andrew Pike
Flat Hat Assoc. 
Sports Editor

 
Heading into its CAA opener at 

Virginia Commonwealth University 
(4-3) Wednesday, the Tribe (1-4) 
faces an opponent coming off an 
impressive 85-76 non-conference 
win Sunday over the University of 
Maryland.

Picked to finish second in the 
conference behind George Mason 
University, the Rams have suffered 
losses to the University of Miami (Fla.), 
Arkansas University and most recently 
Hampton University. However, in its 
game against Maryland, its backcourt 
of junior Eric Maynor and senior Jamal 
Shuler erupted for a combined 55 
points, as Shuler netted a career-high 
30. The explosive offensive potential 
of the Rams will test a Tribe team 
averaging just 63 points a game to keep 
pace.

Last year saw the College drop 
its eighth and ninth consecutive 
contests to a VCU squad that won 
the CAA Tournament and defeated 
Duke University in the first round of 
the NCAA Tournament. Although the 
Rams lost seniors B.A. Walker and 
Jesse Pellot-Rosa to graduation, VCU 
returns Maynor and Shuler in addition 
to 6’7” senior forwards Michael 
Anderson and Wil Fameni and 6’4” 
sophomore forward T.J. Gwynn.

The speed and athleticism of the 
Rams that drove their success last year 

and gave their opponents fits returns 
this year. VCU forced its opponents 
into an average of 16.4 turnovers per 
game last year, and, so far this season, 
its opponents turn the ball over an 
average of 16.9 times a game. 

The Tribe enters the game winners 
of one game over Houston Baptist 
University — a team in its first year of 
transition to Division I — and losers of 
four road contests. Like the Rams, the 
College has faced tough non-conference 

SportS
SportS in brief

It’s easy for Tribe fans to look at the football team’s 4-7 
finish and be discouraged, and with good reason. 

This is a storied football program that has been 
tremendously successful in the past, most recently in 2004 
with its run to the national semifinals. However, it is also 
important to take a look at some of the circumstances 
surrounding this year’s disappointing finish. 

For starters, the College was completely ravaged by 
injuries this season. Senior wideout Joe Nicholas, who 
is in the top 10 of almost every Tribe career receiving 
category, missed most of the season with a knee injury. Also 
injured were junior receiver D.J. McAulay, a speedster who 
dominated defensive backs in the season-opener against 
Delaware, junior tailback DeBrian Holmes and linebacker 
Michael Pigram.

Another factor in this season’s end result is the College’s 
schedule. Of the team’s seven losses, one was against a team 
that will be playing in a BCS bowl game (Virginia Tech), 
four were against FCS playoff teams (Delaware, UMass, 
JMU and Richmond — Delaware and Richmond have both 
advanced to this weekend’s semifinal round) and the final 
two were against teams who spent a good portion of the 
season in the FCS top 25 (Villanova and Hofstra).

The defense undoubtedly needs significant improvement, 
as the Tribe finished last in the CAA in scoring defense, 
allowing nearly 40 points per game. They will have the 
opportunity to do so next year, as they return 10 of 11 

defensive starters. Head Coach Jimmye Laycock is quick to 
point out, however, that an extra year of experience doesn’t 
necessarily equate to improvement on the field.

“That’s what I try to get across to the players. Just because 
you go to the weight room doesn’t make you stronger,” 
Laycock said. “Just because you get older doesn’t make you 
better.”

The offense has a lot to look forward to next year as well, 
as they will be returning junior quarterback Jake Phillips, 
who has emerged as one of the CAA’s elite signal-callers this 
season. Holmes, who was running with tremendous burst and 

See woMen’s BasketBaLL page 7
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Tribe’s MLB shortstop 
Harris traded to Twins

baseball

Women’s soccer: Tribe 1, Unc 0

 inSide

Our columnist offers up a solu-
tion to fix the broken BCS system 
in college football. See FROM 
THE SIDELINES page 7.

From The sidelines

Junior forward Claire Zimmeck 
was honored as a semifinalist for 
the Missouri Athletic Club Her-
mann Trophy, awarded to the top 
female college soccer player in the 
nation.  Zimmeck, along with the 
other 14 semifinalists, was selected 
by the NCAA Division I coaches.  
The 2007 CAA player of the year 
had an outstanding season with 
.842 goals per game (ranked 6th 
nationally) and led the CAA in to-
tal points and goals. The 15 candi-
dates will be paired down to three 
in early December, before the win-
ner is announced Jan. 11.

Women’s soccer

Zimmeck one of 14 
semifinalists for Hermann

Schedule
Tues., Dec. 4

Wed., Dec. 5

Thurs., Dec. 6

Women’s baskeTball

men’s baskeTball

@ Kentucky — 7 p.m.

@ VCU — 7:30 p.m.

sWimming

College men, women 
sweep Mary Washington

The Tribe men and women 
each overtook Mary Washington 
Saturday 116-81 and 106-91, re-
spectively. The men won all 11 
events, choosing to race three as an 
exhibition. Junior Nader Amer led 
the team with three victories in two 
relays and the 100-yard butterfly, 
giving the Tribe a 3-3 (2-1 CAA) 
record on the season. The women 
also fared well, taking eight of the 
11 events. Sophomore Lindsay 
Guers placed first in three events, 
including both the 200-yd IM and 
100-yd backstroke. The Tribe has 
won its last three meets, propelling 
them to a 3-3 (2-1 CAA) record 
thus far.

aLex HagLund —tHe FLat Hat

Senior guard Nathan Mann.

See FCs PLaYoFFs page 7

CourtesY PHoto — wiLLiaM and MarY sPorts inForMation

Senior forward Devin James, along with fellow senior forward Kyra Kaylor, has taken on a leadership role for the Tribe this season.

Optimism emerges despite 4-7 finish
home Field advanTage

Jeff Dooley
FlaT haT sporTs ediTor

See HFa page 7

Heightened expectations

Women’s gymnasTics

Tribe takes on last year’s Cinderella
men’s baskeTball previeW: vcU

sporTs FeaTUre

Delaware, 
Richmond 
advance to 
semifinals

Fcs playoFFs

GREEN AND GOLD 
EXHIBITION — 6 p.m.

Track and Field
Fitzgerald earns NCAA 
provisional qualifier

The College opened its season 
over the weekend at the Liberty 
Kickoff, where senior Ian Fitzger-
ald provisionally qualified for the 
NCAA Indoor Championships 
with a time of 14:07.81 in the 
5000-meter run. Five Tribe run-
ners qualified for IC4A Champion-
ships, including sophomore Patter-
son Wilhelm, senior Dave Mock, 
sophomore Charlie Swartz and 
Fitzgerald in the 5000-m run and 
junior Ryan Jones in the 800-m run. 
For the women, sophomore Emily 
Anderson’s mile time of 4:53.17 
earned her first place and seventh 
all-time in the College’s history. 
Anderson, along with sophomores 
Meghan Burns, Kayley Byrne, and 
senior Allie Lewis also qualified 
for the ECAC Championships.

—By Christopher Burks and 
Jack Pollock

By CHris weidMan
Flat Hat Staff Writer

Two of the Tribe’s toughest CAA football 
foes advanced to the semifinal round of the 
Football Championship Subdivision playoffs 
this past weekend. The no. 6 University of 
Richmond Spiders defeated no. 11 Wofford 
College 21-10, while the no. 13 University 
of Delaware Blue Hens knocked off the no. 
1 University of Northern Iowa Panthers in a 
39-27 shootout. 

Richmond’s victory advanced the Spiders 
to their first-ever semifinal appearance in 
the FCS, where they will meet the back-
to-back defending champion Appalachian 
State University Mountaineers Dec. 7. The 
Spiders’ success this year has hinged on 
senior running back Tim Hightower, who 
rushed for 88 yards and two scores in the 
quarterfinal win over Wofford. Richmond’s 
run-centered offense ranks second in the 

Brendan Harris is on the 
move. Again. The former Tribe 
shortstop joined his fourth ma-
jor league organization in six 
years,when he was shipped to 
the Minnesota Twins in a six-
player deal Wednesday night. The 
Twins also received 22-year-old 
right-fielder Delmon Young and 
minor league outfielder Jason Pri-
die, while giving up 24-year-old 
right-handed starter Matt Garza, 
shortstop Jason Bartlett and minor 
league reliever Eduardo Morlan. 
Harris finished third among AL 
shortstops in extra-base hits and 
fifth in OPS (on-base plus slugging 
percentage) in 2007.

College opens CAA play against conference champions VCU

Tribe struggles early 
to meet their lofty 

season goals

See Men’s BasketBaLL page 7
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Redshirt freshman running back Courtland Marriner.
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