Frosh goes from
fourth stringer to star
SEE BACK PAGE

The ballad of
Shane Cooley

that girl

Amy Dorsey
SEE PAGE 6

SEE PAGE 6

The twice-weekly student newspaper of the College of William and Mary — Est. 1911
VOL.98, NO.16

FRIDAY, October 24, 2008

FLATHATNEWS.COM

VIMS tries to fill marine scientist gap Debate

touches on
economy,
health care

NOAA warns Congress: Scientists needed to
help regrow dwindling fish populations
By Alex McGrath
Flat Hat Staff Writer

The departments of Commerce
and Education reported to Congress
that a severe shortage of fishery
stock scientists is imminent. Virginia
Institute of Marine Science officials
say that they are working on educating
more fishery stock scientists to
monitor the ocean’s dwindling fish
populations.
The
National
Oceanic
and
Atmospheric Administration report
estimates the nation will need
between 180 and 340 new fishery
stock assessment scientists in the
next 10 years, but current institutions
will produce only 160.
According to a 2006 study, the

world’s seafood will disappear by 2048
if current fishing trends continue.
“At a time when the United States
needs more scientists to provide the
tools to rebuild valuable fish stocks
and restore marine mammals and
turtles, we are seeing a shortage of
well-trained fishery scientists,” NOAA
administrator Conrad Lautenbacher
said in a press release. “We must
work with universities and the private
sector to convince young people to
pursue careers in marine science.”
According to the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organization,
one in five people depend on fish as
their primary source of protein and 97
percent of fishers live in developing
countries.
Fishery stock science combines

Congressional
candidates meet at
Williamsburg library
By Alex Guillén
Flat Hat News Editor
courtesy photo — Virginia Institute of Marine Science

courtesy photo — virginia Institute of Marine Science

Russell Burke Ph.D ’09 checks an oyster experiment on the Rappahannock River.

SA officers to staff
Election Day polls
By sarah mellman
Flat Hat Staff Writer
When students of the College of
William and Mary vote Tuesday, Nov.
4, they might see some familiar faces
working the polls. This Election Day,
seven Student Assembly members
will collaborate with Williamsburg
community members to operate the
electronic poll books and ensure that the
voting process runs smoothly.
The SA members working the polls
volunteered or were recruited by the
Williamsburg City Registrar’s office.
“As a member of the SA, I was
already involved in registering students
to vote, and I saw this opportunity as
a continuation of that kind of work,”
SA Secretary for Public Affairs David
Witkowsky ’11 said. “I asked if I could

agree with the findings of the report
and added that VIMS has already
achieved the preparedness that the
report advises.
“The recommendations that the
report brings forward are already
part of our curriculum,” Olney said.
“VIMS is well positioned for producing
the professionals [the departments
of Commerce and Education] are
looking for.”
Olney said that 35 students work
in fishery science, and between five
and eight are being trained in stock
assessment methods.
“In the last five years, we’ve been
gearing up in the area of quantitative
fishery science. At least four members
of our faculty are experts in the field,”
Olney said. “We are one of the national
academic units that are steadily

The three candidates vying to represent
Virginia’s first congressional district in the
U.S. House of Representatives debated
Wednesday night on issues like the
economy, healthcare and education.
Republican incumbent Rob Wittman
squared off against Democrat Bill Day
and Libertarian Nathan Larson in the
Williamsburg Regional Library auditorium.
Despite high turnout from community
members, few students from the College of
William and Mary attended.
The Williamsburg League of Women
Voters sponsored the debate.
Beginning with questions on the
economy, Wittman, who took office in
December of last year after the death of
Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis, criticized
the recent $700 billion government bailout
of failing national banks, though he
criticized other aspects of the bill. Wittman
argued that the government should focus
on bolstering small businesses.
Day said he would seek to improve the

See VIMS page 4

See debate page 4

Marine science professor Jesse McNinch (Left) and Grace Browder M.S. ’05 deploy a
“chirp” sonar device to map the geology underlying the Outer Banks seafloor.

biology and math to determine the
size and health of fish populations.
With too few scientists monitoring
fishing practices, the fish population
could be pushed dangerously low or
even brought to extinction.
Fishery stock scientists can help
research and promote sustainable
rates of fishing so as to prevent
overfishing, which could endanger
many people in developing countries.
VIMS, a graduate school at the
College of William and Mary, is
located in Gloucester Point, Va., and
its data was used in the creation of the
report.
Fishery sciences department chair
John Olney said VIMS is one of the
major marine science institutions in
the United States, with 120 graduate
students and 60 faculty.
He said that all of the members
of the faculty fully embrace and

Saving Troy Davis

be a volunteer and signed an oath in
the registrar’s office to uphold the
Constitution while I perform the work.”
Other SA members said they are
working because they are interested in
government and public policy.
“I’m thinking about becoming a
public policy major and have always
been interested in politics, so this is a
great chance to really see what goes on
behind the scenes on election day,” Sen.
Betty Jeanne Manning ’12 said.
The registrar’s office pays each
volunteer a total of $140 for his or her
time.
“Myself and the members of the SA
would gladly work the polls regardless
of any payment,” SA Representative to
Williamsburg Jill Olszewski ’12 said.

See SA page 3

Maral Noori-moghaddam — the flat hat

Student Assembly President Valerie Hopkins ’09 gives a flyer to a motorist at Confusion Corner yesterday afternoon. Along with dozens of
other students, Hopkins protested the impending execution of Troy Davis. Davis was convicted in 1989 for killing a Savannah, Ga., police
officer with only eyewitness testimony, much of which was later recanted. Both Amnesty International and Pope Benedict XVI have appealed
for his life, but the Supreme Court declined to hear his appeal earlier this year. Davis’s execution is scheduled for Monday, Oct. 27.

Amethyst founder postpones visit
By maggie Reeb
Flat Hat Insight Editor

caitlin fairchild — the flat hat

Student Assembly Sens. Betty Jeane Manning ’12 [Center] and Michael Douglass ’11 [Far
Right] were two SA staffers training Wednesday night to work the new polling books.

Amethyst Initiative founder John
McCardell’s Wednesday night lecture
was postponed.
McCadell was on his way to the
College of William and Mary when he
received a call from a family member
that his father was having trouble
breathing, and he decided to travel to
his father’s home that evening instead of

continuing on to the College. The state
of his father’s health is still unknown.
“It’s a really unfortunate event, but we
are working to reschedule the lecture
for sometime this semester,” Student
Assembly Sen. Steven Nelson ’10 said.
The Amethyst Initiative was
established in July by McCardell,
Middle-bury
College’s
president
emeritus and. It promotes reopening the
debate over the current drinking age.
The initiative’s statement is available

online at AmethystInitiative.org.
College President Taylor Reveley
has been invited to sign the statement,
and the SA passed a bill urging Reveley
to sign. Reveley was scheduled to dine
with McCardell that evening.
The presidents of five Virginia
universities have signed the initiative:
Hampden-Sydney College, Hollins
University, Randolph-Macon College,
Sweet Briar College and Washington
and Lee University.
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New York City judge Alton
Parker was leading a movement
to establish the MarshallWythe School of Government
and Citizenship at the College
of William and Mary. Those in
the movement at the College,
campaigning to raise $200,000,
attracted the attention of The
Associated Press.
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Quote of the Week
We’re kind of down to the bare bones here.
If [the budget cut] continues to increase,
it’s going to start cutting pretty deeply.

”

—Fisheries science department chair John Olney about the
Virginia Institute of Marine Science
See VIMS page 1

News in Brief
Former VIMS director, dean dead at 84

Virginia Institute of Marine Science founder Dr. William Jennings
Hargis Jr. passed away Oct. 17 at the age of 87. He served VIMS for
50 years as the institute’s director, dean of the school of marine science, researcher, policy advisor and mentor.
In his time as director, Hargis expanded VIMS from a single
building to a 40-acre campus with 11 laboratory and teaching buildings, a field laboratory on the Eastern Shore and an international
reputation. He wrote more than 130 research publications and edited, translated or reviewed more than 500 scientific documents.
In a 2003 interview, he rated the founding of VIMS as his “most
significant accomplishment.”

Campuses across the United States have been
adopting programs promoting the use of bicycles
instead of cars.
“It is all in the interest of reducing our carbon
footprint,” University of New England Provost
Jacques Carter [said in an interview with] UNE
student newspaper the Nor’easter News.
According to the New York Times, UNE and
Ripon College in Wisconsin are providing bicycles to freshmen.
“We have a walking campus, a biking campus
— students don’t need their cars,” Ripon President
David Joyce said in an interview with the student
newspaper Ripon College Days. He explained that
the idea for this program came from a meeting discussing how to reduce cars on campus.
While Ripon College ultimately decided against
instituting a bike-sharing program, Emory University and the University of Buffalo have instituted
such programs. Approximately 150 students at the
university of Buffalo have signed up for their citywide biking program, while Emory has partnered
with Fuji Bikes and Bicycle South to provide rental
bikes.

“We like the idea of bolstering the cycling culture here, and ultimately it supports alternative
transportation,” Jamie Smith, who is in charge of
Emory’s program, said in an interview with the
New York Times.
Bike rental programs do pose problems. Both
Juniata College in Pennsylvania and St. Mary’s College in Maryland discontinued their bike rental
programs due to theft, vandalism and disrepair of
the bikes.
“Ours was one that was totally based on voluntary taking care of the bike, and I guess that was
maybe a tad unwise,” St. Mary spokesman Chip
Jackson said in an interview with the New York
Times. Ripon College chose to give away bikes instead of sharing them party due to the poor state
of the bikes.
“Its your bike,” Joyce told the Ripon newspaper.
“You can treat it well, or you can treat it poorly.”
The bike-sharing program of St. Xavier University in Chicago uses technology to combat such issues. A student ID is necessary to rent a bike, and
the bicycles are tracked by a GPS system.
“You can’t throw it in Lake Michigan,” Paul Matthews, the university’s vice president for Facilities
Management said. “We’ll know if you throw it in
Lake Michigan.”

Female
students
were
warned to strictly adhere to
an 11 p.m. curfew rule for the
Homecoming dance. They had
to either be in their dorms or at
the dance by 11 p.m. and were
to remain at the dance until
midnight. Failure to obey was
considered a judicial offense.

1972
Three freshmen attending a
fraternity party were arrested
for littering popcorn. The
popcorn was allegedly thrown
from the third floor of King
dormitory during the party.
The students were briefly jailed
and fined $50.

1996
The College was ranked for
having the second-highest
crime rate per person among
Virginia public universities
in 1995, with 40 crimes for
every 1,000 students. College
officials felt the numbers did
not accurately reflect the
safety on campus. According
to Vice President for Student
Affairs Sam Sadler, the high
rank was due to “scrupulous
reporting of crime.”
—by Ameya Jammi

Street Beat

What is your favorite Homecoming tradition?

Math majors lag behind in voting
When it comes to voting at the polls, not all college majors are
created equal, according to a study released by the Charles H.
Houston Center for the Study of the Black Experience in Education at Clemson University.
The study found that students of mathematics were the least
likely to register to vote. Only 0.5 percent of math majors had registered to vote, while majors in the physical sciences had a slight
edge with 0.6 percent registering to vote. Business and management students enjoyed the highest rate among all majors at 16 percent. Students on the fence about their majors were the most likely
to register, with 21 percent registering to vote.

Fighting piracy costs colleges big bucks

“My beard.”

“All the singing concerts, like
the Double Take concert at
2:30 at the Wren Great Hall on
Saturday.”

Thomas Brigham ’10

“Tailgating and seeing alumni.”

Lucy Mathias ’11

“Seeing all the wonderful
Kappas back again.”

Emily Barrows ’09

Kate Hurley ’09

— photos and interviews by Caitlin Fairchild

Colleges delegate large amounts of money toward preventing
students from downloading copyrighted music and movies, according to the Chronicle of Higher Education. A report from the
Campus Computing Project surveyed colleges about their use of
information technology. In 2007, private universities spent an average of $408,000 on fighting piracy while public universities spent
around $170,000. Community colleges spent an average of $50,000.
Legal downloading services cost most colleges nothing; for example, Ruckus Network, which the College uses, makes its money
through advertising.

Remember The Flat Hat?

— by Bertel King

Online-Only Content
The Press BOX
Men’s basketball picked eighth in CAA

by Andrew Pike
At Wednesday’s CAA Media Day event in Washington, D.C., the
league released its preseason rankings. Virginia Commonwealth
University was picked to finish first in the league, while the Tribe
was pegged in the eighth spot.

behind closed doors
The Name Game

by Maya Horowitz
Take 15 minutes and write down all the slang words you can think
of for vagina, penis, vaginal intercourse, oral sex (both fellatio and
cunnilingus), anal sex and masturbation. You can do this exercise
alone or with a group of friends. But no outside resources!
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Senate provides funds for SA readies for election
Student workers spend hours training to
Lips, passes finance bill
work polls, drive voters on Nov. 4
By MASON WATSON
Flat Hat Staff Writer
A funding request for $800 for the student
publication Lips received unanimous support from
the Student Assembly senate Tuesday night.
Lips founder Annie Brown ’10 spoke on behalf
of the magazine, which focuses on issues of female
sexuality and was originally conceived as a women’s
studies project. Brown explained that her magazine
had received a lukewarm reception from the
Publications Council, which she had approached for
funding last year.
“During the question-and-answer session, I was
harassed about the content of my magazine,” Brown
said. The experience was so unpleasant that the Lips
staff has deliberately avoided membership on the
council.
“We didn’t try again to get onto Pub. Council
because we, as a staff, believe that Pub. Council,
right now, would not be a good place for us,” she
said. “We’re waiting for [the] Publications Council to
reform.”
On the whole, the senate was sympathetic to the
request. Sen. Matt Beato ’09 asked why Lips had
not, however, received funding originally from the
executive branch.
“The reason why we didn’t give [funding] was
because of you,” SA President Valerie Hopkins ’09
said, addressing Beato specifically. “The reason we
did not fund it originally was because you felt like
this was something that needed to come before the
senate because it’s not appropriate for the SA to be
putting money into publications.”
Beato insisted that this was not the case, stating
that Hopkins had misinterpreted his stance.
“I’m sorry if we have a misunderstanding,” he
said. “If you thought it should have been fully funded,
you should have done that.”
Other senators agreed that there was no reason
to withhold funding, and the request was approved
unanimously.
The Flu Vaccine Funding Act, sponsored by Sen.
Caroline Mullis ’09, had previously been considered
by the senate, but was returned to committee due
to disagreement as to the amount of money to be
allocated. The revised bill appropriates up to $5,500
so that the Student Health Center can provide a
$25 discount for the first 100 students to receive flu
vaccines. The next 300 students to receive vaccines
on “special events days” will receive $10 discounts.
The bill passed unanimously.
The Necessary Changes to the Finance Code
to Further Ensure the Safety of Our Money Act,
sponsored by Mullis and the other members of the
senate Finance Committee, is a comprehensive
reform of SA finance code intended to address

various weaknesses that contributed to recent abuse
of senate funds.
The bill eliminates the senate debit card that was
used by former SA Vice President Zach Pilchen ’09
for personal purchases. All expenditures from the
off-campus account must now be approved through
a bill passed by the senate. Expenditures from this
account are limited to $750, an amount which can be
exceeded by the passage of a separate senate bill.
The requirement that transactions exceeding$150
be proposed by the SA president and then approved
by the SA senate chair, currently Sen. Walter McClean
’09, was met with disagreement from Sen. Michael
Douglass ’11. He argued that the amount was too
small, but his proposal to raise the cap to $250 failed
by a vote of 9-12-0.
The finance bill passed 19-1-1.
The Know Your Rights Act II, sponsored by Sens.
Ben Brown ’11, Steven Nelson ’10 and McClean,
grants $525 from the Student Activities Consolidated
Reserve Account for the purchase of 6,000 “Know
Your Rights in a Residence Hall/Know Your Rights
in a Police Encounter” plastic wallet cards. The bill
was passed with unanimous consent.
The Technical Requirement for Access to Voter
Files Act, sponsored by Beato, was presented as
new business, but was voted upon immediately, as
its provisions are time sensitive. The bill updates
SA bylaws to enable the senate to receive a list of
qualified voters from the State Board of Elections.
The bill passed unanimously.
Several bills were also introduced for future
consideration.
The HIV Testing Act, sponsored by Sen. Tom
Flaherty ’12 and Nelson, would allocate a yet
undefined sum to increase the accessibility of HIV
testing on campus.
The Ludwell Printer Act, sponsored by Sens. Matt
Pinsker ’09, Ross Gillingham ’10, Mike Tsidulko ’11
and Betty Manning ’12, allocates $306 for a network
printer to be placed in the Ludwell Complex.
The Parking Services Review and Improvement
Act, sponsored by Nelson and Pinsker, requests
certain changes to Parking Services that would
improve efficiency and student relations. Among
the changes proposed are same-day notification for
violation of campus parking policies and a call to
expand parking in certain areas of the College.
The Elections Day Act, sponsored by Sens. Brittney
Fallon ’11, Sarah Rojas ’10, Brown and Gillingham,
calls for encouraging all College professors to cancel
classes on Election Day.
Finally, the Outdoor Recycling Containers Act was
introduced as new business. Sponsored by Brown
and Fallon, the bill calls for financial support from
the SA to help improve environmental sustainability
on campus.

SA from page 1
“We have worked very hard
on voter registration, and
now we are able to see the
results.”
The poll-workers’ day
begins early.
“We have to be on location
at 4:45 a.m. to get everything
set up, and all day we get no
breaks except for lunch and
dinner,” Witkowsky said.
“Voting technically ends at 7
[p.m.], but at that time anyone
in line … can still vote. We
might not be able to leave
until 10 or 11 that night.”
The helpers will voluntarily
miss classes on this day to
perform their work.

“Seriously, this is such an
important election to be a part
of,” Sen. Michael Douglass
’11 said. “I don’t mind missing
classes.”
Workers also attend two
training sessions to learn how
to operate the newly introduced
electronic poll book.
In spite of the long hours,
missed classes and mandatory
training sessions, the workers
from the SA are enthusiastic
about the opportunity to work
the polls on election day.
“This election is one for the
history books,” Olszewski said.
“To be involved in the election
as history is made is just
fantastic.”
SA
President
Valerie

Hopkins
’09
is
looking
forward to connecting with
the Williamsburg community
through the SA efforts.
“I think it’s really important
that if students are going to
register to vote in Williamsburg,
they also participate in things
like working the polls,” Hopkins
said. “This way, we’re becoming
involved and complete members
of the community.”
Williamsburg Voter Registrar
Winifred Sowder is pleased
with the student participation.
“We just asked for students’
help because we needed some
volunteers who would be good
with computers,” she said.
“We’re happy to have them and
appreciate their help.”
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Assistant cheerleading coach resigns from position
In private e-mail, Asia J.D. ’09 claims mistreatment from members of Athletics Department
By FELICIA TSUNG
Flat Hat Staff Writer
Last Monday, assistant cheerleading coach
Latoya Asia J.D. ’09 officially resigned, citing a
busy course load and other outside commitments.
But in an e-mail to the cheerleading squad shortly
after her resignation, Asia said her decision to quit
was also the result of disrespect she experienced
from some members of the Athletics Department
during a trip to New Hampshire for a football
game over fall break.
The e-mail was forwarded to The Flat Hat by a
cheerleader under the condition of anonymity.
“The way that I was treated was absolutely
unacceptable and ridiculous. Certain members of

the Athletics Department displayed profane and
unprofessional behavior, completely disregarding
the fact that I actually have feelings,” Asia said
in the e-mail. “I have never quit anything in my
life, so this decision was very difficult. However,
I cannot continue to work with people when I do
not feel welcome.”
Asia declined to comment for this story.
According to her e-mail, some of the
cheerleaders who went on the trip were also
mistreated.
“The cheerleaders on the trip also experienced
disrespect and attitude from an individual who
was sent to ‘watch’ us on the trip,” Asia said.
Team captains Nicole Lawson ’09, Addison
Porter ’09 and Britney Gleason ’09, who were

on the New Hampshire trip, all declined to
comment.
“I wasn’t aware of her having friction with the
department,” Assistant Athletics Director for
Media Relations Pete Clawson said in an e-mail.
Clawson declined to comment on Asia’s
e-mail.
Another cheerleader speaking on the
condition of anonymity said Asia reported
a misunderstanding concerning a meeting
scheduled with members of the Athletics
Department following the resignation of the
squad’s head coach last month. According to
the cheerleader, that misunderstanding may
have created tension between Asia and the
department.

Asia’s resignation almost prevented the
team from performing stunts at this weekend’s
Homecoming football game, but a replacement
coach, Lisa Garwood, has been found, and the
squad can now perform stunts.
Without a certified coach, the cheerleading
squad cannot perform any stunts for insurance
reasons. A cheerleading routine is usually a
combination of dance, gymnastics and stunting.
A stunt is defined as any move a cheerleader
performs in the air.
“A situation had arisen this past spring when
we lost a different coach,” the cheerleader who
forwarded the e-mail said. The squad then was not
permitted to stunt for any of the spring basketball
games, including the CAA tournament.

Congressional candidates debate
health care, energy and the economy
Republican incumbent Wittman, Democratic candidate Day,
and Libertarian candidate Larson participate in debate
DEBATE from page 1
economy by repealing tax cuts for the wealthy
and ending the Iraq war as quickly and safely
as possible, which he noted currently costs
the nation $10 billion per month.
“I don’t think we can afford that debt,” he
said.
Larsonarguedforprivatizingtransportation
and other areas of government.
“There’s no service the government
provides that couldn’t do better privately,” he
said.
Larson said that education should be
privatized and, in a move that drew laughs
from the audience, made optional. Larson
argued for the abolition of almost all
government services and taxes, although
he was unable to say how he would convince
Congress to do so.
Moving to health care, Wittman
argued that changes must be made in the
reimbursement system because Medicare
favors surgical reimbursement over physician
compensation.

“We need to make sure we restructure
the base of [Medicare],” he said.
Day, a mental health counselor and twotime cancer survivor, argued that Medicare
should be expanded.
“I support Medicare,” he said. “It’s proven,
it works.”
Day, however, argued that health care
costs could be significantly reduced by
streamlining the system’s efficiency and
promoting preventative care, which he said
would reduce long-term costs.
Larson, again shocking the audience,
advocated the abolition of Medicare.
After touching on federal recognition
of Indian tribes — which Wittman and
Day supported and Larson did not — all
three candidates affirmed their support of
nationwide congressional redistricting by an
independent, non-partisan body.
Wittman and Day supported cleaning up
the Chesapeake Bay, which runs along the
eastern shore of the district.
“We need to make sure the money is
going to things that are working,” Wittman

said. “The bay is at a tipping point right now.
It needs to be cleaned up, period.”
Day said he would seek to invest in
more alternative energy sources including
geothermal, wave and wind energy.
“I support drilling offshore,” Day said.
“Drilling for windmills.”
Larson argued for the privatization of
the bay, which he said would promote
responsible use of its resources and
discourage pollution.
Finally, the candidates addressed how
they would counsel the next president on
bipartisan issues.
Larson said he would give the next
president some economics books to read,
bringing a laugh from the audience.
Wittman argued that the next president
must reach across the aisle to enact change.
Day was more specific, saying that the
next president must focus on the national
debt, balancing the budget and securing
energy independence, issues he said cross
party lines.
“These are American issues,” Day said.

courtesy photo — VIRGINIA INSTITUTE OF MARINE SCIENCE

VIMS graduate student Jarrell Smith launches the submarine robot
“Fetch” into the York River.

Despite funds cut,
VIMS students work
to solve fish shortage
VIMS uses funding from state,
outside fishery organizations
to pursue research
VIMS from page 1
producing stock assessment
scientists.”
Unfortunately, this request
for additional scientists arrives
at the same time as a large state
budget cut. Olney said VIMS has
yet to determine how the budget
cuts will affect the school.
The
state
contributes
approximately 40 percent of
VIMS’ operating budget.
“It’s difficult to swallow,”
Olney said. “We’re kind of
down to the bare bones here.
If [the budget cuts] continue
to increase, it’s going to start
cutting pretty deeply.”
He said VIMS can survive as
long as grants and contracts are
available, but added that federal
funding is important to VIMS as
well.
VIMS does not rely solely
on the state for assistance. The
Southeast Fisheries Science
Center in Miami, Fla.,
has
provided money to support
fellowships for stock assessment
scientists at VIMS.
Fishery science professor
John Hoenig is one beneficiary
of these funds. Through his

connections with the SEFSC
and NOAA, he secured grants
for several students at VIMS.
Two students are currently fully
sponsored through the NOAASEFSC Sea Grant program.
One of those students, Matt
Smith M.S. ’09 is studying
quantitative
fishery
stock
assessment.
“Any time you can get
funding and not have to worry
about tuition and the other
expenses it’s a huge relief,”
Smith said. “It allows more time
to focus on research projects
and academics. It has allowed
me to get started on research
faster than if I had to track down
grant money and funding.”
Smith hopes to help sustain
commercial fisheries around
the world.
“My major interest in this
field has always been from
a
long-term
conservation
standpoint,” Smith said. “We
have a history of not necessarily
maintaining fisheries in a
sustainable way. My goal is to
learn the skills I’ll need to be
a part of a fishery service that
deals with commercial stocks to
sustain fisheries for the future.”

Opinions

Friday, October 24, 2008

Page 5
Opinions Editor Sarah Sibley
Associate Opinions Editor Russ Zerbo
fhopinions@gmail.com

Staff Editorial

Debates need third parties

F

ew candidates for national office advocate anarchy during debates.
But Wednesday night’s showdown among the contenders for
Virginia’s first congressional district gave some indication why:
Third parties rarely get a seat at the table.
While Democrat Bill Day and Republican Rob Wittman vied to
show their support for energy independence and fiscal responsibility,
Libertarian Nathan Larson helped shape the debate — and drew some
jeers from the audience — with his plans to drastically reduce or eliminate
the role of government. We applaud the Williamsburg League of Women
Voters’ decision to admit him. Open political discourse comprises a key
tenet of the American democratic ideals, and we hope that in the future,
debate organizers will seek to include all registered candidates.
The traditional debate has become a tennis match of platitudes. Gamechanging moments rarely emerge between the memorized volleys. But
drop in a third-party candidate and the calculus changes.
Larson’s argument that the American economy would have been better
served by allowing bad banks to fail required the others to justify their
support for the Treasury Department’s bailout package. Without him,
Day and Wittman likely would have stuck to criticizing the original bailout
package’s earmarks or lack of accountability as they’d done in the past.
Whatever you’re disposed to think of him, Republican presidential
hopeful Ron Paul (who was essentially a third-party candidate) illustrated
the effects of alternative viewpoints. His opposition to government
intervention helped him raise millions of dollars. We imagine Republican
nominee Sen. John McCain might appreciate some of that money now.
It all begins with bringing third parties to debates. Without the
dollars to spend on ad campaigns, these candidates find themselves
pushed to the sidelines. That their views disappear deprives
Americans of meaningful dialogue. And perhaps a few laughs.
The staff editorial represents the opinion of The Flat Hat. The editorial board, which is
elected by The Flat Hat’s section editors and executive staff, consists of Austin Wright,
Jeff Dooley, Alice Hahn, Brian Mahoney and Andy Peters.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The candidates on reproduction
To the Editor:
Every day, Planned Parenthood sees
the need for teens to have medically
accurate sex education and access to
services that will keep them healthy
until they are ready to become parents.
Every day, Planned Parenthood sees the
need for low-cost, quality medical care
for those individuals without medical
insurance to get cancer screenings
or prenatal care. The two presidential
tickets have drastically different views
when it comes to reproductive health
— do you know where your candidate
stands?
Both Sen. John McCain and Gov.
Sarah Palin oppose comprehensive
sex education, which would greatly
reduce the need for abortion. McCain
opposed the Title X Family Planning
program, which provides low-income
and uninsured women and families with
health care services ranging from breast
and cervical cancer screenings to birth
control. He also opposed legislation that
would require insurance companies,
including those that cover Viagra, to
cover contraception. Palin said that she
is as “pro-life as any candidate can be,”
and she cut funding for teen mothers
in Alaska. McCain may have a woman
on the ticket, but he does not have
the interests of women at heart. His
selection may satisfy the right wing of
the Republican Party, but it will further
alienate mainstream women voters.
Sen. Barack Obama has a strong
record of support for reproductive health
and a woman’s right to choose. He has
received a 100 percent pro-choice rating
from Planned Parenthood. Obama
supports expanding access to affordable
birth control and family planning,

and requiring insurance companies
in his home state of Chicago to cover
contraception. He supports medically
accurate comprehensive sex education to
keep our teens healthy and safe and has
supported legislation that would have
mandated abstinence-only education
programs be medically accurate.
Additionally, Obama has sponsored
or co-sponsored multiple pieces of
legislation that focus on common sense
pregnancy prevention measures.
Regardless of which candidate
you support or whether you’re still
undecided, the future of reproductive
health in America is crucial.
—Brittany Montalvo ’09

Slanted headline

To the Editor:
My concern is over Tuesday’s Flat Hat
article, “Senior digs up dirt on Obama,”
The headline does not accurately reflect
the substance of the article.
Daniel Byler’s ’09 involvement in the
political process is certainly admirable,
but did his efforts uncover “dirt” on
Sen. Barack Obama? “Dirt” implies
wrongdoing of some kind, perhaps a
violation of the public trust or a criminal
act. While earmarks are controversial,
the supporting of one hardly constitutes
actual misconduct, which the word
“dirt” implies — especially not when
the earmark in question would have
supported a financially strapped, nonprofit planetarium in need of a new
projector.
In my opinion, a better title for the
article appears on page two, “Student
uncovered earmarks.” Granted, it may
not be as enticing of a headline, but it is,
I think, a more honest one.
— Nick Peone ’11

By Olivia Walch, Flat Hat Car toonist

The Onion Pilot Program isn’t funny
financial crisis and we here at the College are facing
budget cuts. Just recently the tuition for out-of-state
students increased by more than $1,000 per semester.
Surely there are more pressing issues and better ways
Flat Hat guest columnist
to spend our money than this unnecessar y program.
What is even the point of this program? Is there is a
drought of satire that is easily accessed by the student
body? I find this argument wanting when things like
Comedy is great. I love levity as much as the next
“The Daily Show,” “The Colbert Report” and even, yes,
guy or girl. However, I don’t think that the whole school
The Onion (excluding city-specific print only content)
should subsidize my desire to laugh more. That is just
are free online. We are paying for something that we
what the Student Assembly is attempting to do with
can mostly get for free. That is insane. We don’t even
the Onion Pilot Program sponsored by Sen. Ben Brown
have to leave our rooms or put on clothes to get it —
’11. Not only is this wasteful and frivolous, it is also just
just type, click and enjoy. Students should be upset that
maddeningly stupid.
they are being taken for a ride by the carnies running
The SA does some good work — the Save a Professor
the SA.
Bill and the AED Act come to
If the SA cannot think of better
mind but the Onion Pilot Program
I don’t know if the SA has heard, ways to spend our money than this,
is certainly not one of them. This
but the state of Virginia is in a
then they should give it back to us in
bill provides The Onion — a
satirical faux newspaper — to
financial crisis and we here at the the form of rebate at the end of the
the student body for a $760 test
College are facing budget cuts. semester. I’m sure we can find a use
for it (being broke college students)
run of eight weeks. After the trial
on basics like food, books or clothes.
subscription expires, the bill’s
We can even, if we like, buy The Onion or the parody
sponsor is charged with gauging whether students
paper of our fancies. But the SA has decided that they
would like the SA to purchase full subscriptions with
know how to spend our money best and have failed
allocations from the consolidated reser ve. Spending
miserably because they are paying for free things.
one cent of our money on this project is a gross
The SA has only passed 12 bills from Inauguration
misappropriation of funds.
last April to late September and this gem made the cut.
The SA has a responsibility to be judicious stewards
I hate to see the ones that didn’t make it; the acquisition
of our money and this program is an insult to the role.
of magic beans or the purchasing of more air come to
Speaking for myself, I am an out-of-state student, so I
mind. P.T. Barnum said that there was a sucker born
spend quite a good deal of money to attend this fine
ever y minute; well I guess some of them found a home
institution and when I think that my money — that
on the SA. Unless we stop this foolish and ill-conceived
I am taking out loans to cover — is going to pay for
program and demand accountability from the SA, we
jokes, it infuriates me. We do not need more frivolous
are all going to be taken advantage of.
expenditures at the students’ expense. I don’t know
Alexander Powell is a junior at the College.
if the SA has heard, but the state of Virginia is in a

Alexander Powell

Looking long-term: Budget cuts send VIMS out to sea
Brittany Hamilton
flat hat staff Writer

The Virginia government and
Gov. Timothy M. Kaine have joined
other financially embattled states
like Mar yland and California in
putting students and profitable career
training on the back burner for the
time being.
In ordering the College of William
and Mar y to cut $3.4 million from
its budget, Kaine is gearing up for
another year when Virginia won’t
be able to properly fund its public
schools. But a more interesting
problem is the $1.5 million cut for the
Virginia Institute of Marine Science.
Surprisingly enough, just when
Virginia and other states should
be fully investing in the lucrative

careers of marine biologists —
fisher y stock assessment scientists
— they are turning their backs on
the graduate students who plan to
pursue those paths.
The major appeal of VIMS and
other state-funded graduate schools
across the nation is that they offer
higher education and graduate
studies for a more affordable price.
As states pull funding from these
institutions, more and more students
are unable to pursue their career
goals, or they sink waist deep into
student loans and debt in the process
of getting through graduate school.
The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration stated in
a report to Congress that the nation
would need up to 340 new fisher y
stock assessment scientists in the
next decade, and the graduates that
it has been getting are not nearly
as well-trained or numerous as they
have been in the past.

The organization also expressed
its concern about the low number
of statistics, mathematics and
ecosystems studies offered at the
undergraduate level.
Unless ever yone is getting
dumber, this is definitely an issue
with funding. VIMS is an institute

VIMS will starve marine
science institutes of
much-needed new scientists
as it faces budget cuts.
in Virginia that cooperates with
other schools, government agencies
and businesses to ensure a better
marine world with recuperating
fish populations, thriving marine
life and unpolluted waters. VIMS
is responsible for monitoring
the decline in blue crabs in the

Chesapeake Bay, marking the change
in oysters due to climate change, and
identifying an increasing number of
dead zones in water that was once
teaming with marine life. However,
VIMS will star ve marine science
institutes of much-needed new
scientists as it faces budget cuts.
Students will be ill-prepared for
marine science careers if VIMS
doesn’t find another source of
cash flow. VIMS Dean John Wells
commented about the effect of the
budget cuts on the program, “We
anticipate that the elimination of
faculty positions by attrition will
reduce disciplinar y diversity and
necessitate elimination of some
graduate course offerings.”
Even if you’re not honing in on your
future in marine science, the plight
of VIMS on its shoe string budget
should be worrisome. What we’re
going to see at VIMS is an effect
similar to that of the College — a

snowball effect. The more the state
takes away from our education to fix
problems now, the more likely career,
unemployment and funding problems
will arise in the future.
Programs will evaporate like the
money that funds them. NOAA will
have to make do with lesser quality
graduate students who are taught by
fewer professors.
VIMS is responsible for marine
life studies all along the east coast,
not just in Virginia. Professors will
lose research assistants, the NOAA
will be lacking in fisheries and
stock assessment scientists and,
most importantly, graduate students
will miss out on the high quality
preparation for future marine science
careers for which VIMS is famous.
In the face of the national financial
crisis, Virginia must not shy away
from investing in its own future.
Brittany Hamilton is a junior at the
College.
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Critical Condition

‘Max Payne’
delivers its title
to audiences
Matthew Falwell
critical condition
Columnist
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Almost famous

Shane Cooley ’10 discusses the highs and lows of his campus reputation, his
former band ‘The Aviators’ and the future of his musical career
By Jeff dooley
Flat Hat Managing Editor

S

hane Cooley ’10 is on an island.
Here at the Newport News
Jazz and Folklife Festival, he is
standing alone on a converted dock, his
only company a guitar, a microphone
and an assorted display of pumpkins,
gourds and bales of hay.
He is surrounded by emptiness on
all sides, with a lake to his left stretching
as far as the eye can see. In front of him
is his audience, a smattering of 25 or so
festival-goers, ranging in age from four
to 84, seated on bleachers fit for Little
League baseball. They have taken a
break from visiting the dozens of stands
offering lemonade, barbeque and sweet
corn to find him performing at the
farthest point of the festival’s grounds.
He is separated from the audience as
well, a ravine and 30-plus yards keeping
them apart. Cooley does his best to
connect, however, filling out pauses
between songs with anecdotes and
jokes, eventually getting his audience
to clap and sing along with him.
It shouldn’t come as a surprise that
Cooley handles the situation with such
ease. After all, his college experience
has been a 400-level course in dealing
with isolation.
To call the College of William and
Mary’s reception to Cooley mixed is to
put it lightly. Since arriving on campus
two years ago as one of the Class of
2010’s most accomplished members,
the singer-songwriter has been labeled
arrogant, self-promoting and very

Maral Noori-Moghaddam — The Flat Hat

Shane Cooley ’10 is playing a show next Wednesday, Oct. 29 at 9 p.m. in Lodge 1.

much in love with himself. Behind the
strength of the school’s marketing of
him and a subsequent Flat Hat article,
Cooley’s reputation grew to one of a
“famous” freshman.
“I was billed as someone who was
famous,” Cooley said. “I’m not famous.
I’m increasingly well-known because
of all the performing that I do, but I’m
not famous and I never thought I was
famous. But because everyone heard
that on campus, everyone ended up

HOMECOMING HIGHLIGHTS
Friday, October 24
PEP RALLY
6 to 8 p.m.
Yates Field

Saturday, October 25
HOMECOMING PARADE

9:30 a.m.
DoG Street and Richmond Road

FOOTBALL GAME VS. RHODE ISLAND
1 p.m.
Walter J. Zable Stadium

TING-TINGS & COOL KIDS CONCERT
8 p.m. (Doors open at 7 p.m.)
Matoaka Amphitheater

knowing about me and forming their
own perceptions.”
A regional artist in high school,
Cooley had recorded albums and
toured part of the East Coast, but his
celebrity status was certainly not equal
to what some on campus thought. The
record he had produced his senior year
of high school, “Flying Naked,” had
been pushed to a number of labels, but
was ultimately rejected. Once at college,
he decided it would be fun to start a

campus rock band, so that’s what he
did, by forming “Shane Cooley and the
Aviators” with Christian Amonson ’09
and Will Murphy ’10.
Cooley’s next actions, while innocent
in nature, did nothing to change the
negative perceptions some had of him.
Trained since he was a young musician
to always heavily promote every gig he
had, he printed off hundreds of fliers and
created a Facebook event to publicize
each show he played. And he played
plenty, never turning down a single
offer on campus. Chris Rini ’09, chair of
the UCAB Homebrew committee (the
school’s Thursday night concert series
that features student performances),
believes that these acts had a lot to
do with the negative feelings some
students had toward him.
“When you do that, you have to be
cautious about how that’s going to go
over,” Rini said. “He set himself up for
disappointment. Everybody saw him
coming, and people saw him as very
self-promoting. People and musicians
— the music scene — didn’t react well
to that.”
The Aviators broke up on amicable
terms in the fall of 2007, principally
because Cooley had every intention of
trying to make it in the music business
while his bandmates did not. Cooley
then began transforming himself into a
See COOLEY page 7

Check out our video of Shane
Cooley ’10 at flathatnews.com

A little part of me died inside this past
weekend. Having publicly admitted my
affection for Mark Wahlberg, I felt a certain
obligation to see “Max Payne.” I never
expect more than permanent emotional
scarring from a video game movie, but my
hopes were high for this one. Mark’s a solid
actor and doesn’t make many mistakes. I
was also fairly familiar with the video game,
which was published by the same moral
enthusiasts who gave us the Grand Theft
Auto series. “Max Payne,” the video game,
was a complex crime drama featuring some
smart Norse mythological references. The
twisted spawn of that game, the horror that
I witnessed on the silver screen, was a sin
I was unprepared for. The title says it all:
“Max Payne” is the maximum amount of
pain you will experience in theaters this fall.
It is completely and entirely unredeemable.
At best, I was amused for four of its 100
minutes. It easily felt longer than “Return of
the King” while watching it, however.
As I left the theater, finally, I couldn’t help
but think about how many things had gone
wrong in the movie. Yet again, Hollywood
had plucked an innocent cash cow from the
video game industry, manipulated it until it
was hardly recognizable and released the
disfigured remains, hoping to capitalize on
their dark deeds. Video game movies, to be
blunt, suck. They’ve always sucked. No one
likes them. Not gamers, not non-gamers,
not anyone.
Take “Super Mario Bros,” with Dennis
Hopper (“Silence of the Lambs”) and John
Leguizamo (“Spawn”) as the titular siblings.
Anyone who has picked up a controller in the
last 20 years knows their formula. It’s simple,
and that’s what makes it work: Take two
plumbers, a princess, some turtles, a dinosaur
and more mushrooms than a Tom Petty
concert and you’ve got a game that will sell
millions of copies. This basic plot was ravaged
until it was nothing more than an “Alice in
Wonderland” spin-off gone wrong about
a police state run by reptilian humanoids,
guns that harness evolution, and an interdimensional link between Mario’s world, the
Mushroom Kingdom and New York City. I
don’t even know how to describe how bad this
trash is. I’ve seen it twice. I’ve also been to
the emergency room twice. Coincidence? I
don’t think so.
Another prime example of the junk
that Hollywood dug out of the dumpster of
mediocrity is “Street Fighter.” The actual
game is pretty entertaining, with a host of
larger-than-life characters sporting various
cookie-cutter personalities and enough
disproportioned body parts to make Dr.
Frankenstein reel in disgust. I don’t even
know if there was a plot in the game; all I ever
saw was mindless violence — not that there’s
anything wrong with that. Yet, somehow, a
plot was constructed involving a terrorist-run
government with a bunch of hostages, and
Jean-Claude Van Damme (“Blood Sport”).
While the man could crush a school bus with
nothing more than his tricep, his acting chops
See ‘PAYNE’ page 7

That GIRL

Amy Dorsey: ‘Baller’ souvlaki-lover
By LAUREN BILLINGSLEY
Flat Hat That Girl Columnist
If a ringtone can match personality,
Amy Dorsey is a great example. The catchy
Bob Marley tune that plays whenever she
receives a call seems to groove right along
with her unruffled and upbeat persona. This
accomplished senior is quite the model citizen,
having helped start Tribe College Outreach
last year and served as the undergrad assistant
in the Office of Volunteer Services.
Your Facebook profile picture is of
you sprawled out laying face down on
the ground. Is there a story behind it?
Well, that picture was taken just after I
had gone swimming with wild dolphins in

the winter in New Zealand. It was freezing
cold, but I didn’t care because there were
dolphins. It was right afterward and the
rocks on that beach were really, really warm
from the sun. So, I was just trying to expose
as much of my body as possible to it, which
was why my hands were turned all weird;
I was just smushed up against it, including
my face. I was just kind of sunbathing on the
rocks.
What’s one of your funniest freshman
year memories?
I think it was probably the last week of
school, and the very end of finals. A bunch
of us girls who were still left one night just
See THAT GIRL page 7
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Rent

Star Sense

“The Flight of the Red Balloon”
[Right]

“[Heidi and Lauren] really
don’t like each other ... when
we hang out, I don’t talk about
the other. I’m like Switzerland.”
[Right]

This French film tells the story
of a Parisian family as seen
through the eyes of a Chinese
student.

Play
“Fable II” for Xbox 360
Slash your way through the
forces of evil with the sequel to
2004 best selling role player,
“Fable,” featuring all new
weapons and magic.

-Audrina Partridge from “The Hills’

Shane Cooley discusses campus reputation, music career
COOLEY from page 6
solo artist and hired an impressive
list of studio musicians (John Mayer’s
keyboardist, the bass player for
Lifehouse) to help him record his fulllength album “Whirlpool.”
After traveling to Charlottesville every
weekend during October 2007, the result
was a professional-quality record that was
well-polished in just about every facet.
The CD has drawn positive reviews as
well as limited radio airplay.
Despite this success, however,
Cooley still struggled to gain student
support at the College. During the
spring semester, he auditioned for
Homebrew — as he had every semester
— but did not receive a show.
“The [Homebrew] committee felt as
though something about his presence
was lacking [from what it had been
before],” Rini said.
Cooley began to feel less and less
comfortable performing on campus
after that experience. When opening for
the band Sparky’s Flaw at Fridays@5
last spring, he experienced stage fright
for the first time in his eight years of
performing.

“I only have stage fright now when I
play at William and Mary,” he said.
In the midst of what was a struggling
semester musically, Cooley had some
good things happen in his personal
life. After his roommate and good
friend Thomas Harrington ’10 dragged
him to a friend’s party, he met his
current girlfriend, Amanda Costigan
’10. Costigan, having never met Shane
before, had held the opinions many
did of Shane — he was arrogant, aloof
and thought himself to be better than
everybody else.
“But then I actually met him,”
Costigan said. “And he was nothing
like that at all. He was just a really nice,
really sweet, quiet guy.”
Cooley represents an interesting
case study into the College’s music
scene, and campus culture in general.
Certainly, by his own admission and
by the assessment of others, Cooley’s
rock-star persona and his heavyhanded promoting tactics played a role
in the less-than-favorable reception he’s
gotten from some of the student body.
But Cooley also wonders how much of
his troubles would have happened to

anyone, how much of it has to do with
a campus culture that impacts not only
the music scene at the College, but also
sports, theater, and even Matt Beato’s
’09 failed City Council campaign.
“Being a musician here is just like
being a football player here,” Cooley
said, noting that both groups earn
a minimal amount of appreciation.
“There’s a lot of people going here that
do a lot of cool things outside of school,
and nobody cares.”
By all accounts of those who know
him, Cooley has made a number of
improvements in his life during the past
year.
“I’ve had a lot of people come up to
me and say, ‘He’s doing so much better
now,’” Costigan said. “I think he’s doing
better personally and musically.”
It’s not as though he still doesn’t deal
with the same perceptions others have
of him — he does. But after progressing
from the naïve freshman to the reclusive,
somewhat jaded sophomore, he’s settled
in more comfortably in this third year at
the College.
“He alternates between welcoming
the infamy and having it really piss him

off,” Costigan said. “But I don’t think it
bothers him as much as it used to.”
Even the photo shoot for this article
provided an example of the notoriety
Cooley still faces. Several passing
students slow down to stare as he poses
for photographs, a sign that yes, he is
just another student, but he’s the only
student having his photograph taken
in the middle of the Sunken Garden.
He’s also not without his quirks — for
example, a borderline insomniac, he
sleeps on average only four hours per
night.
Of course, his trademark outfit of a
skinny tie, vest, blazer and yellow aviator
sunglasses doesn’t help with efforts not
to attract attention.
“I know I’m asking for it,” Cooley
said with a laugh. “But now, after all of
this, I really just don’t care what people
think of me anymore. I kind of stand
out. I’m not going to change that. I
can’t now; it’s too late. I’m not going to
not be myself.”
In the meantime, he is just going
to keep doing what he’s doing now:
spending time with Amanda, exchanging
obscure “Spinal Tap” references with

Thomas in their mess of a Ludwell
apartment, performing sets with his
mock death metal band, “Choking Pig,”
and doing everything he can to make
it in the music business. This entails
writing songs year-round, touring in
the summer and playing music festivals
up and down the East Coast during
the school year. He’s not turning huge
profits (“I get by. Barely,” he said), but
is doing well enough to sustain himself
in the hope of catching the proverbial
“big break.”
Now that he’s just a solo artist, his
sound has taken on much more of an
Americana, folk sound, fitting for a selfdescribed “hick” from the Northern
Neck of Virginia.
He no longer plays extensively on
campus, opting instead to take a oneperformance-per-semester approach.
He is holding a solo concert Wednesday,
Oct. 29 from 9 to 10 p.m. at Lodge 1.
“It’s going to be all new songs,”
Cooley said. “I certainly won’t have
anything to hide behind. It’ll just be
‘Take me as I am.’
“I think it will be nice.”
And this time, he won’t put up so
many fliers.

Dorsey loves marshmallows, Marley Video game flicks leave viewers pained
‘PAYNE’ from page 6
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THAT GIRL from page 6
decided we really wanted to roast marshmallows,
but obviously you can’t build fires on campus. We
all got together late at night in our pajamas with
the bag of marshmallows we already had leftover
from something, which was what had piqued the
idea. The only thing we had that we could set on
fire was a giant Jesus votive candle that one of the
girls had who was really Catholic. So we just sat on
the brick walkway that links Barrett and Landrum
and lit the votive candle between all of us and
roasted our marshmallows on the votive candle.
It was ridiculous. We felt like it was probably very
blasphemous, but it worked.
What words or phrases do you think you
most overuse?
“Seriously,” as in from “Grey’s Anatomy,”
“seriously.” I use the word “baller” a lot, which
doesn’t even really fit with me. People hear me say
“baller” and they’re like “What the heck?” I say it all
the time. Oh, and “just kidding.” Whenever I screw
up, I say that.
What’s your favorite song?
My favorite song is the ukulele version of
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow,” the kind of Hawaiian
version. I just love it. I feel like everyone knows
that song but very few people know who sings it. I
know it’s like this big Hawaiian man who has some
ridiculously long name. It’s so relaxing and happy
and chill. Most people don’t know this about me, but
I love reggae and beachy ukulele surfer music.
Who is your favorite hero of fiction?
When I was younger, I absolutely adored Anne of
Green Gables. I thought that she was so adventurous
and spunky and just did whatever the heck popped
in her head. She wasn’t afraid to say whatever she
wanted to say and do whatever she wanted to do, no
matter what people thought of her.
What’s been your favorite meal ever?
I was at this outdoor art market and they had
all these food vendor stands set up. They were just
random people who set up on the weekend — sort of
a mom and pop deal. I don’t even know if they were
licensed or whatever. There was this guy making
these huge Souvlaki. I got one, and I had never had
Souvlaki before, and it was so good. To this day,
whenever I go to a restaurant that has Souvlaki on
the menu I get it, but it’s never been as good as when
I got it from this random little man in this stand.

What’s something that people probably don’t
know about you?
I really love animals and if I wasn’t a psych. major
I’d probably be pre-vet, or something. When I was in
high school I used to work part-time as an assistant
vet. tech. and an amateur wildlife rehabilitator, so
I raised baby squirrels, possums, ducks and birds.
Basically, any random animal you find in the woods
I’ve probably raised at one point. One of my absolute
lifetime goals is to go to Borneo and volunteer at the
Orangutan Conservancy and work with orangutans.
Do you have pets now?
I don’t at the moment. I had a pet ferret for seven
years, and she was the coolest pet ever.
What was her name?
Her name was Ravenclaw for the Harry Potter
House, but we called her RC for short. She was like a
dog. She’d follow me around the house and sleep at
the foot of my bed sometimes. She even knew how
to play fetch. So, the next pet I get once I’m settled
enough would be another ferret because I think
they’re like the coolest pets alive.
Ser vice seems to be a running theme
in your life. What’s your funniest ser vicerelated memor y?
In high school, I got a grant to go to Namibia in
southern Africa and lived in a squatter community
there for two and a half weeks as a goodwill
ambassador. I was 15 at the time. The first night I
was there, the mother of the host family that I was
staying with wasn’t at home so it was just me, two
little girls who were about five, and the other host
student who was around my age. It was like 11 at
night and she wanted to go out and get bread for
the next morning, but I was kind of nervous since
it was basically a slum [in which] we were staying.
So we’re walking through this slum at 11 at night in
Africa and this guy pulls up next to us in his car and
starts talking to us in Afrikaans. I’m thinking, “Oh,
he wants directions, whatever,” but the host student
starts yelling at him in Afrikaans and he drives off.
So I was like, “what was that all about, wasn’t he just
asking for directions?” She goes “No, he was asking
how much you cost” because he thought we were
prostitutes. [Laughs].
Amy Dorsey certainly kept me laughing. If you’ve
got a question about how to get involved in service on
campus, need some reggae recommendations or just a
little wildlife rehabilitation advice addressing the crazy
campus squirrels, Amy Dorsey’s your girl.

are as out of shape as Rosie
O’Donnell. Don’t blame him
though; this ship was sunk
before he even signed on. I only
need one example to prove my
point: In the climax of the film,
the villain is killed atop his computer. The machine then revives
him using its own electricity and
paddles embedded in his clothing. Not only is he resurrected,
but he is ‘powered up’ for a final
battle. It burns to think of.
One man is responsible for
most of the atrocious gamebased movies that our theaters
are forced to show – Uwe Boll.
Up until now he’s produced six
pieces of garbage vaguely associated with a game franchise, including “BloodRayne,” “Postal,”

and “Alone in the Dark.” He has
plans for three more releases,
including a third film to cap
off the “BloodyRayne” trilogy.
That’s right, three “BloodRayne”
movies. This is the end of days.
Uwe Boll gets so much flack for
the trash he passes off as movies
that he’s resorted to actually
boxing his critics to try to shut
them up. Five critics took the
bait and fought him.
A few game movies are actually watchable, apparently. I’ve
heard the first Mortal Kombat
aged well, and the first Resident Evil movie wasn’t so bad.
They’re the exceptions to the
rule, however. A film adaptation of Bioshock, a game with
more literary value than most of
the books I read in high school
English, is supposed to premiere

in the next year. Will it be any
good? Probably not.
This kind of desperate, unfounded hope is all that gamers
have left for their movies. Hollywood admits that games are
a decent way to make a buck,
but they do their damnedest to
make sure it won’t stay that way.
Max Payne is just the most recent offender in a long tradition
of failures. Don’t see it, don’t
let your friends see it, and don’t
even make eye-contact with its
movie poster, lest it bewitch you.
Better yet — avoid video game
movies altogether. You won’t
miss a thing.
Mathew Falwell is a Critical
Condition columnist. He’s put together a list of video games he’d
like to see butchered by the film
industry.
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Mark Wahlberg stars in “Max Payne,” a film adaptation of the popular video game series.

sports
Sports in brief

After faltering on a late firsthalf penalty kick, the College
of William and Mary (7-5-2, 3-4
CAA) could not gain any momentum and suffered a 4-0 loss
against the University of North
Carolina-Wilmington (8-7, 5-2
CAA) Wednesday night at AlbertDaly Field. The Tribe outshot
the Seahawks 16-7, yet the tremendous play of UNCW keeper
Brock Duckworth kept the game
out of reach. With the Tribe
down 2-0, junior back Roger
Bothe attempted a penalty kick
late in the first half which was
halted by a diving Duckworth.
The College continued to apply
pressure, registering 11 secondhalf shots to UNCW’s 3, but two
late long balls over the Tribe’s
back line led to easy breakaway
goals for UNCW, icing the game
for a UNCW squad that now sits
in first place in the CAA.

Primetime Grimes

Freshman running back goes from fourth-string to starting role, makes immediate impact
By MATT POMS
Flat Hat Assoc. Sports Editor
When freshman tailback Jonathan
Grimes first set foot on the College of William and Mary campus in early July, the
New Jersey native envisioned a rookie
campaign filled with standout accolades.
“I just put it together in my head
that I was going to redshirt because I was on the scout team,”
Grimes said.
“I was thinking about maybe getting some scout team
player-of-the-week [awards].”
Four months later, Grimes
has followed through on
that goal; however, instead of making his
contributions
in
practice, the freshman has earned a
slew of honors at
the conference
and national
level.

men’s golf

Hurson’s win leads Tribe to
runner-up finish
College of William and Mary
senior Doug Hurson overcame
a one-stroke deficit in the final
round to record his first individual victory for the Tribe. Hurson posted a two-round score of
143 (+1), pacing the College to a
runner-up finish at the Georgetown Intercollegiate. The Tribe
finished five strokes behind
tournament champion Miami
(Ohio) University. Freshman
Jason Chun placed sixth, posting a score of 149 (+7).

women’s golf

College takes 10th at
Lady Pirate tourney
The College of William and Mary finished
10th at the Lady Pirate Intercollegiate in
Greenville, N.C., Tuesday. Tribe sophomore
Sarah Whitney and junior Morgan Stepanek
placed 19th and 23rd.
The College’s rounds at the
Lady Pirate Intercollegiate completed its fall season. The Tribe
will tee off again in February.

— By Chris Weidman and
Andrew Pike

Schedule
Fri., Oct. 24
men’s golf
The Landfall Tradition —
Wilmington, N.C.
WOMEN’S TENNIS
ITA East Regional Championships — Philadelphia, Penn.
woMen’s Soccer
@ George Mason — 7 p.m.
women’s volleyball
JAMES MADISON — 7 p.m.
field hockey
VCU — 7 p.m.

Sat., Oct. 25
football
RHODE ISLAND — 1 p.m.
men’s golf
The Landfall Tradition —
Wilmington, N.C.
WOMEN’S TENNIS
ITA East Regional Championships — Philadelphia, Penn.
men’s soccer
ITA Mideast Regional — Chapel
Hill, N.C.
women’s volleyball
Vanderbilt Invitational —
Vanderbilt, Tenn.

Sun., Oct. 26
men’s golf
The Landfall Tradition —
Wilmington, N.C.
WOMEN’S TENNIS
ITA East Regional Championships — Philadelphia, Penn.
field hockey
JAMES MADISON — 2 p.m.
women’s soccer
@ Towson ----- 1 p.m.

Friday, October 24, 2008

sports feature

men’s soccer

College falls at home to
first-place UNCW, 4-0

Sports Editor Andrew Pike
flathatsports@gmail.com
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Freshman Jonathan Grimes

A triple threat that can contribute as a
rusher, receiver and kick returner, Grimes
has placed himself among the brightest
stars of a resurgent Tribe football program, twice garnering nods as the CAA
rookie of the week in addition to other
awards.
Six games into the season, the freshman has totaled 721 total yards rushing
and receiving, while accumulating seven
touchdowns and a team-high 25 catches.
“Grimes has just been a blessing for us;
he’s been a spark,” senior wideout Elliott
Mack said. “You don’t often see too many
freshmen come in and not only play, but
be as good as he has been so far.”
Upon coming to the College, Grimes
was fresh off a glittering varsity career at
Paul VI Catholic High School, a New Jersey regional football powerhouse.
However, when summer practice began, Grimes found himself buried on the
depth chart as a lowly freshman. Enrolled
in the PLUS summer school program,

keys to the game

he prepared himself for a season of work
spent mostly on the sidelines in anticipation of a redshirt freshman year.
“When practice started I wasn’t really getting any reps, I was just learning
everything,” Grimes said. “Then guys
started getting hurt and one thing led to
the next.”
The freshman suddenly found himself
catapulted up the depth chart after preseason injuries to veteran runners senior
DeBrian Holmes and sophomore Courtland Marriner. In the College’s second
preseason scrimmage, Grimes was listed
as the backup tailback.
“It was the most carries I had gotten
and the most playing time so far,” he said.
“The whole time I was thinking, ‘Be safe.’
With people going down I just didn’t want
to get hurt.”
The freshman’s effort was enough to
boost him into the offense at the start of
the season.
After a decent performance in the
Tribe’s opener, Grimes broke out against
Virginia Military Institute, rushing for 97
yards and two touchdowns on just five carries; he was named the CAA player of the
week.
One week later, Grimes reached the
end zone twice, this time against Norfolk State University, totaling 91 yards
rushing and receiving. After returning
a kick for a touchdown against Villanova
University and being named The Sports
Network’s national special teams player
of the week, the freshman had cemented
his position as both the College’s primary back and as one of the most dangerous playmakers in the CAA.
“Jonathan is a complete running back,”
Head Coach Jimmye Laycock said. “He
does everything you want a running back
to do, and the thing I like about him is that
he does it every time.”
His teammates agree.
“I am just in awe of the way he plays,”
junior defensive end C.J. Herbert said.
“He’s got great balance and a great mixture of speed, quickness and agility. I’m
just happy he’s on my side.”
While many freshmen struggle with
the transition between high school and
college, Grimes has adjusted with ease.

“You just have to get used to peoples’
playing styles and gain the team’s confidence,” he said. “You want your line and
everybody to believe in you and that just
makes them go a little harder.”
Key to Grimes’s early success is the
freshman’s reduced workload at the college level. After playing both sides of the
ball in high school, lining up at safety on
defense while returning kicks, and serving as the star running back, Grimes’s College career is proving far less hectic.
“In high school, I used to get a little
winded, but now I just put all my efforts
on offense, so you’ve got to make it count
when you’re in there,” he said. “It’s less to
remember in your mind and less [impact]
on your body.”
That factor and Grimes’s devotion
to the weight room have combined to
keep him fresh. Also aiding the freshman’s transition is the help he receives
from the squad’s other tailbacks. Holmes and Marriner, once starters and now
Grimes’s backups, have actively advised
the freshman while maturely harboring
no bitterness over their loss of playing
time.
“They’re real supportive. They are the
older backs so if I don’t know something,
they’ve been around,” Grimes said. “They
understand that I’m still young and they’ve
been a good resource. They didn’t really
change on me [from before I was the starter].”
It was partially that support that allowed Grimes to be ready when those in
front of him went down.
“Just the fact [that he was] able to step
in and not miss anything has been huge,”
senior quarterback Jake Phillips said.
“You could definitely tell in the summer,
whether it was running or lifting, that he
had a sense of confidence about him.”
Most exciting for Tribe fans, Grimes
might not have yet shown his full potential
— at least not according to him.
“I think I’ve had some decent games,
but I don’t think I’ve had the breakout
game yet. I think it’s going to come,” he
said.
If the past three months are any indication, a few more awards should follow as
well.

When: Tomorrow, 1 p.m.
Where: Zable Stadium

No. 23 College of William and Mary vs. University of Rhode Island

run the football

stop the pass

No letdowns

The College’s offensive line will
have, on average, a 46-pound
size advantage over an undersized
Rhode Island defensive front four.
The Tribe will look to exploit that
matchup, and freshman tailback
Jonathan Grimes could enjoy a
huge day.

Rhode Island senior quarterback Derek Cassidy is the key to the Rams’s
offense, averaging a CAA-leading
269 yards per game through the air
for a team that has passed almost
twice as often as they have run. Contain Cassidy and the Tribe will coast
to an easy victory.

After two road wins against tough
opponents, the Tribe could be in for a
bit of an emotional letdown against
the 2-6 (0-4 CAA) Rams. However,
there are no easy conference games
in the CAA, and the College is not talented enough to play anything but
its best and expect to survive.

men’s basketball

Youth movement
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Senior quarterback Jake Phillips

The CAA’s youngest group of assistant coaches

New assistants round out Tribe coaching staff
By Andrew Pike
Flat Hat Sports Editor

A young coaching staff has College
of William and Mary Head Coach Tony
Shaver excited — not worried — about the
upcoming season.
“I think change can be a good thing
sometimes,” Shaver said. “It’s been a much
smoother transition than I think I could
have dreamed of.”
With the youngest group of assistant
coaches in the CAA, Shaver, 54, has a staff
full of enthusiasm, something that’s not
lost on him.
“I really like the energy of our staff
right now,” Shaver said. “We’ve lost some
experience, but it’s an energetic bunch out
their right now.”
His newest assistants — Jamion Christian and Jonathan Holmes — are 26 and 28
years old, respectively. Shaver’s lone holdover, Ben Wilkins, is 30.
“When you get to be an old man like I
am, you need youth on your staff to relate

to the players,” Shaver said.
His former assistants, Dee Vick and
Antwon Jackson, took positions elsewhere during the offseason. Vick is now
the head coach at his alma mater, Hampden-Sydney College, while Jackson is
now an assistant at the University of Massachusetts.
Shaver’s new staff — joined by firstyear Director of Basketball Operations
David Kontaxis Jr. — has met more often
than Shaver and company did in 2007.
It’s been a helpful operation, allowing the
staff to bounce around ideas and learn
from each other.
“Coach Shaver really gives us the freedom, as young guys, to talk it out,” Christian said. “Obviously, he’s the overseer of
it all, but I think it’s worked out really well
for us so far.”
Both Christian and Holmes bring
unique coaching pedigrees to the staff.
Christian, who played college basketball
at Mount Saint Mary’s University for the
legendary Jim Phelan — the third-win-

Jamion Christian, 26

Jonathan Holmes, 28

Ben Wilkins, 30
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ningest coach in NCAA Division I history
— started at Division III Emory & Henry
College before joining the staff of Bucknell University. Meanwhile, Holmes, who
played for his father in high school in Indiana and for Bill Guthridge and Matt Doherty at the University of North CarolinaChapel Hill, began coaching at Division II
schools following his overseas basketball
career.
“Although they bring different things to
our staff, they’re very similar when you put
them to work,” Shaver said. He noted their
organization skills, tenacity on the recruiting trail and playing ability on the court as
major assets.
Shaver also said he and Wilkins have
taught more during practice this fall, espe-

cially when showing drills to Christian and
Holmes.
“[People] always say, ‘The best way to
know if you really know something is to
teach it,’” Wilkins said. “For us, it’s again
teaching how we’re going to coach a certain drill, so we have to go back and revisit
exactly how we do things and [ask], ‘is that
the right way?’”
Just a week into practice, it’s easy to see
that Christian and Holmes have found the
“right way” to approach each day as Shaver’s assistant coaches.
“Jonathan loves to use the term ‘It’s our
job,’” Wilkins said. “With us three, there’s
never going to be an excuse [like] ‘I’m
tired.’ This is what we want to do. We’ve
wanted to this all our lives.”

