
FRIDAY, NovembeR 7, 2008

  The twice-weekly student newspaper of the College of William and Mary — Est. 1911

FLATHATNeWS.ComvoL.98, No.19

By Mike CruMp
and Maggie reeB

Flat Hat Assoc. News Editor
and Insight Editor

“I’m just so happy,” Cristina 
Miranda ’12 says, tears streaming 
down her cheeks. “I can’t even 
express it.”

She pauses to wipe her eyes, and 
a grin spreads across her face. CNN 
commentators start to analyze new 
President-elect Barack Obama’s 
acceptance speech and she begins to 
laugh as tears of joy pool in her eyes.

Born to Peruvian immigrants just 
a few months too late to vote in this 
election, Miranda knew she wanted 
Obama to be her president the first 
time she saw him.

“I didn’t see the 2004 speech that 
everyone loves to talk about,” she 
said. “I was too young to care about 
politics. But I just happened to turn 
on the TV the day he announced 
his candidacy… Obviously his 
speaking skills were immediately 
captivating. I actually sat and 
watched the whole speech without 

knowing who he was.” 
Growing up in the liberal suburbs 

of Washington, which has voted for 
the Democratic presidential candi-
date since receiving voting rights in 
1964, Cristina never felt much drive 
to get involved politically. Things 

changed when she left for college.
“Since I was in Virginia, and I 

really couldn’t vote, and there was a 
chance that this state could go blue, 
it was an opportunity that I did not 
want to miss. I remember the first 
Students for Barack Obama meeting 
[when chapter coordinator Jared 
Calfee] said, ‘Let’s all work together, 
and help turn Virginia blue.’ And I 
thought, ‘Yes! That’s what I’m going 
to do, I’m going to turn Virginia 
blue.’”

Over the next few months she did 
just that. Volunteering with Students 
for Barack Obama, Young Democrats 
and even the local Obama office, 
Cristina spent her weeks getting 
out the vote on campus and her 
weekends canvassing as far away as 
Virginia Beach.

Tuesday night she went to see the 
result of her weeks of service at the 
Young Democrat’s Election Returns 
party, held in Lodge 16.

even before 8 p.m., the watch 
party’s official start time, the 
small living room of Lodge 16 is 

teeming with activity. Accompanied 
by the light rumblings of CNN 
political commentators, Young 
Democrats and others tinker on 
their computers, perusing electoral 
prediction websites, political blogs 
and government election pages.

Many politicians had already 
written this election off as an Obama 
victory weeks ago. One senior 
resident of the lodge enters and 
heads straight to the refrigerator, 
brandishing his personal bottle of 
champagne in preparation for what 
he assumes will be a quick victory.

Still, the vast majority of attendees 
are more cautious. Later in the night, 
polls say McCain is suddenly ahead 
in Virginia, having overtaken a hefty 
deficit. On more than one occasion, 
a quick jab at the Republican ticket 
results in an angry chorus of 
watchers reproving the speaker for 
“jinxing it.”

A hush overtakes the room. 
The Young Democrats are silently 
waiting, pensive and hopeful. 

By ian BriCkey
and kevin Liptak
Flat Hat Staff Writers

After nearly two years of 
campaigning and a massive voter 
registration effort, many students 
at the College of William and Mary 

are excited — and relieved — at 
the historic conclusion to the 2008 
presidential race.  

“I think this election was different, 
not only for William and Mary 
students but for our whole country,” 
Interim Vice President for Student 
Affairs Ginger Ambler ’88 Ph.D ’06 

said. “Our students recognized the 
importance of their vote and it was 
really exciting to see all the get-out-
the-vote efforts. Civic engagement 
is one of our hallmarks, and I was 
really proud that students took that 
seriously.”

For those who dedicated time 

and energy to both Democratic and 
Republican voting efforts, Tuesday 
night was a moment to reflect on 
an election that spanned nearly two 
years. 

“All of our energy has been 
focused on this, and it’s really exciting 
because we actually had an impact,” 
Young Democrats President Liz 
Pedraja ’09 said. “Virginia went blue, 
and [Williamsburg] went blue, and 
that was probably because of us.”

Even with Republican candidate 
John McCain’s loss, College 
Republicans President Scott Morris 
’10 sees hope for the future of the 
Grand Old Party.

“The College Republicans, while 
deeply disappointed in the outcome 
of this election, wholeheartedly 
believe that our great nation is still 
center-right in ideology,” Morris 
said in an e-mail. “We hope that the 
strong Democratic majorities in 
both houses of Congress, as well as 
President-Elect Obama, remember 
that in policy discussion and 
implementation.”

Students excited, relieved at election’s end

Students 
helped 
swing Va. 
to Obama

By isshin teshiMa and feLiCia tsung
Flat Hat Assoc. News Editor and Staff Writer

Tuesday’s presidential election was marked by im-
mense change both in the United States and in Vir-
ginia.

For the first time since 1964, the Old Dominion 
voted for a Democratic 
presidential candidate.  
According to government 
professor Stacey Pelika, a 
specialist in American poli-
tics, students were a major 
reason for that change.

The race for Virginia in 
the presidential election 
was by no means a land-
slide. For at least three 
hours after the polls had 
closed, CNN did not proj-
ect a winner because both 
candidates were compet-
ing within 2 to 3 percent of 
each other. 

Ultimately, Obama car-
ried Virginia with 52.3 per-
cent of the vote, compared 
to McCain’s 46.6 percent.

In the Williamsburg 
area, however, the support 
for Obama was significant-
ly stronger than the overall 
state results.

In the city, Obama took 
4,328 votes, or 63.76 per-
cent, while McCain took 

2,353 votes, or 34.66 percent. The voter turnout for the 
City of Williamsburg, 81.42 percent, was much higher 
than the state average of 74 percent, and 6 percent 
higher than in 2000.

Stryker precinct, where
most students voted, went

strongly for Democrats

SEE PAGE 7

See parties page 4

maral noori-moghaddam — the flat hat

Despite the rain, College of William and Mary students joined Williamsburg community members to vote Tuesday.

mike crump— the flat hat

Cristina Miranda ’12, a supporter of 
Barack Obama, cries in joy after the 
election is called for the Democrats.

maral noori-moghaddam — the flat hat

Students cheered watching election returns at a Young Democrats party Tuesday night in Lodge 16. A College Republicans results party was located in Rogers Hall.

Election night parties marked by victory — or defeat

Celebrating Obama’s win

See virginia page 3

See reaCtion page 5

Honor Code 
referendum 
fails in vote

By saM sutton
Flat Hat Staff Writer

A referendum that would have significantly revised 
the College of William and Mary’s Honor Code was 
struck down by a campus-wide vote Wednesday over 
the Student Information Network.

The revisions, as detailed in a letter addressed to the 
student body from the Council of Chairs, were designed 
to better define the nature of Honor Code violations and 
allow for easier navigation of the Code’s bylaws.

“The idea was to make it so there would be more 
procedural flexibility,” Honor Council Chairman Matt 
Dinan ’09 said.

The final vote, as compiled from SIN, was 231 for the 
referendum and 270 against it.

Had the referendum passed, it would have been 
the first time in over 10 years that the Honor Code has 

Last-minute opposition efforts 
overturn proposed changes

See referenduM page 5

BY THE NUMBERS
Percentages of votes 

received by Democrat 
Barack Obama

52.5 percent
The United States

52 percent
Virginia

63.8 percent
Williamsburg

69.8 percent
Williamsburg’s
Stryker District

52.5 percent
Williamsburg’s

Berkeley District

SEE
PAGE
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Last line of defense

CGI’s got nothing
on the real thing

SEE PAGE 7 

Prime Tribers: Finding 
time for homework —

and children



The Student Dance Committee 
and the Faculty Recreation 
Committee decided that final 
dances would be “out” unless 
a band could be procured 
for $400.  Dr. H. R. Phalen, 
chairman of the faculty 
committee, stated that the last 
finals dance resulted in a debt 
of $2,700.  Although some 
dances made profits, many 
lost money due to a lack of 
attendance.  

Friday     Saturday                Sunday

   

 
 High 75                        High 70              High 63
 Low 53                               Low  45        Low 39

Weather

Tuesday, Oct. 28 — An individual was arrested for trespassing 
outside of William and Mary Hall.

— An individual was arrested for stealing from William and 
Mary Hall.

— An individual reported that a laptop was stolen on the 300 
block of Ukrop Way. The estimated value of the laptop is $750.

— An individual reported that a wallet including identification, 
drivers license, cash and keys was stolen on the 200 block of S. 
Boundary St. The estimated value is $50.

— An individual reported that a cell phone was stolen in 
Landrum Hall. The estimated value is $50.

Wednesday, Oct. 29 — An individual reported spray 
paint damage at the School of Education construction site. The 
estimated damage is $300.

— An individual reported that a vehicle was vandalized in the 
old hospital parking lot. The estimated damage is $100.

Thursday, Oct. 30 — An individual reported that a vehicle 
was vandalized in the Old Hospital Parking Lot. The estimated 
damage is $50.

Friday, Oct. 31 — An individual reported that a bicycle was 
stolen outside Fauquier Hall. The estimated value of the bike is 
$100.

— An individual reported that a bicycle was stolen from the 
Nicholson bike rack. The estimated value is $150.

Saturday, Nov. 1 — An individual reported that a bicycle 
was stolen from the bike rack outside of Giles Hall. The estimated 
value of the bike is $400.

Monday, Nov. 3 — An individual reported that a light pole 
was stolen from facilities management. The estimated value of the 
pole is $1,800.

— compiled by Bertel King, Jr.

Oct. 28 to Nov. 4
CAMPUS PoliCe BeAt

“I was very disappointed with 
all the anti-gay measures that 
passed.”

Ginny Hutchenson ’11

Source: www.weather.com

Quote of the Week
And I thought, yes, that’s what 

I’m going to do.  I’m going to turn 
Virginia blue.

Beyond the ’BUrg

What do you think about the election results?
Street BeAt
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 — photos and interviews by Caitlin Fairchild and Maggie Reeb

“It’s glorious.”

Sarah Lucas ’09

“I hope that Palin runs in four 
years.”

Tim Bacon ’09

News Editor Alex Guillén
News Editor Miles Hilder

fhnews@gmail.com
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News in Brief   

“McCain would have brought 
better change.  But I’m excited 
that for the first time we have an 
African-American president.

Salil Singhal ’12

5

5

5

     
— Cristina Miranda ’12, speaking about President-elect Barack 
Obama

See parties page 1

Tuesday’s article entitled “SA passes election legislation” attributed sponsorship of 
the Presidential Election Day Outreach bill to the members of the senate outreach 
committee. The bill was also sponsored by Sens. Michael Douglass ’11 and Matt 
Pinsker ’09. 

The Flat Hat wishes to correct any facts printed incorrectly. Corrections may be 
submitted by e-mail to the section editor in which the incorrect information was 
printed. Requests for corrections will be accepted at any time.

College remains among best values

The College of William and Mary remains one of the nation’s 
most valued among public universities, according to the latest rank-
ing by Kiplinger’s Personal Finance Magazine. The College ranks 
fifth among the magazine’s 100 public universities that combine 
“outstanding economic value with top-notch education.” The report 
is based on data collected from more than 500 public, four-year col-
leges and universities, which are ranked based on admission rates, 
freshman retention rates, student-faculty ratios, graduation rates, 
cost and financial aid. The University of Virginia ranked third and 
Virginia Tech ranked 15th.

Tribe gets shout out from Jon Stewart

On election day, the College of William and Mary was recognized 
before a national audience Comedy Central’s “The Daily Show with 
Jon Stewart.” Stewart ’84, one of the College’s best-known alumni, 
gave a shout out to the College when announcing returns in Vir-
ginia. “I have a result I want to bring up,” Stewart told co-host Ste-
phen Colbert. “I went to school at the College of William and Mary. 
Go Tribe.” The comedian and actor graduated with an undergradu-
ate degree in psychology. He has returned several times in recent 
years, including in 2004 when he delivered the Commencement 
Address.

— by Bertel King, Jr.

FLATHATNEWS.COM

Students could attend the 
Campus Chest charity drive 
events for one dollar.  The 
events featured the Big Mouth 
on Campus contest for faculty 
and staff, a Kilt Contest for 
sorority members, a talent 
show, and a dance.  Girls 
with tickets were allowed 
to stay an hour past curfew 
and fraternity lodges were 
allowed to remain open for 
one extra hour on the Friday 
and Saturday of the events.  

—by Ameya Jammi

GMU hit by e-mail scandal
By aMeYa JaMMi

The Flat Hat

Around 1 a.m. Nov. 4,  over 30,000 George Ma-
son University students, staff and faculty received 
an e-mail allegedly from Provost Peter Stearns; it 
stated that Election Day had been postponed until 
Nov. 5.  The e-mail turned out to be a hoax, which 
was distributed through the e-mail servers of a po-
litical advocacy group.  

According to The Washington Post, the liberal 
organization wiredforchange.com has “tell a friend” 
pages so that people can send messages to their 
friends about campaigns.  A computer in Germany 
used this feature to send out the fake e-mail. 

“We are as pissed off as anyone about this inci-
dent, because our whole intention is to maximize 
turnout for election, not detract from it,” Chris Lun-
dberg, chief technology officer at wiredforchange.
com, said to The Washington Post.

Lundberg noted that the organization has mea-
sures of protection against spam, but that a single 
email from an address that had not already been 
flagged would not have been stopped.  

Additionally, Lundberg stated the e-mail would 
have been stopped if GMU’s listserv allowed  only 
e-mails from within the university’s network to be 

sent to GMU e-mail addresses. 
Stearns, upon reading the fake message, sent 

out a university-wide e-mail with a correction.  
“I am sure everybody realizes this is a hoax, it 

is also a serious offense and we are looking into it,” 
Stearns said in the e-mail. 

“This is upsetting and embarrassing and has 
caused a lot of confusion and concern among peo-
ple,” GMU spokesman Daniel Walsch said to The 
Washington Post.  

While not commenting on the technical aspects 
of the situation, Walsch said that Federal Bureau of 
Investigations was working to identify the culprit.

There have been several other attempts to dis-
suade students from voting.  According to National 
Public Radio, Drexel University students were in-
formed that those with outstanding parking tickets 
would be arrested if they tried to vote.  

The group Rock the Vote also found that stu-
dents at Florida State University, Middle Georgia 
College, Missouri State University and other uni-
versities were being told that Democrats had to 
vote on Nov. 5. 

Jonah Goldman of the Lawyers Committee told 
NPR that these measures seemed to be directed 
primarily at population groups more likely to vote 
for President-elect Barack Obama.

Phony Election Day message misinforms students, staff

courtesY pHoto — wikipedia.org

George Mason University’s Northeast Sector.  GMU students received a fake e-mail regarding Election Day.
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ElEction ’08 
Republicans will return one day

by Cliff Dunn
As much as Republicans may have enjoyed unified government, 
the problems of unity (particularly questionable accountability at 
times) are clear … and so, regrettably, is bipartisan hypocrisy on 
this point.

Online-Only Content
THE DiAL
Review: Snow Patrol — A Hundred Million Suns

by Jeff Dailey
I’ve often wrested these reviews from the ether with much diffi-
culty — stringing together verbs and indirect objects in relation to 
the subject — in order to convince you, dear reader, that an album 
has some certain quality.
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D.W. Griffith, the movie 
producer who directed “Birth 
of a Nation” and “Broken 
Blossoms” visited the College 
of William and Mary.  After 
attending a luncheon at the 
College, Griffith and his 
associates visited places of 
historical interest around 
Williamsburg, Jamestown and 
yorktown.  Griffith, who was 
working on the film “America,” 
planned to shoot some scenes 
in the vicinity of Jamestown.
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STuDENT ASSEMBLy BuLLETiN
My Election day propostion

by Russ Zerbo
After your humble reporter clearly laid out the Student Assem-
bly’s agenda in last week’s post, the SA has reverted back to only 
“strongly encouraging” people.
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Student voters vital to Democrats strong Va. showing

Student workers spend hours training to 
work polls, drive voters on Nov. 4

VIRGINIA from page 1

According to Williamsburg 
Voter Registrar Winifred Sowder 
and Pelika, the student vote was 
of particular importance in this 
election.

“I think a large reason why 
Obama won was because the col-
lege students could vote in the 
election,” Sowder said. “I think 
that really helped him carry Vir-
ginia.”

Pelika agreed, saying that the 
SA voter registration drives had a 
profound impact on the electoral 
results of the local election.

“I do think that students, es-
pecially the huge influx of stu-

dent registrants in Williamsburg, 
had an effect,” Pelika said. 
“Williamsburg had the highest 
increase in voter registration this 
year. I don’t think you could say 
anything other than that [it] was 
due to students registering and 
turning out to vote.”

Not only did Virginia vote 
Obama for president, but the 
state also elected Democrat Mark 
Warner to the Senate, and six of 
11 House seats went to Obama’s 
party.

However, Pelika said that 
Virginia is not a completely blue 
state.

“I think [Virginia] is still pur-
ple,” she said. “It’s a more bluish 

purple than it was before. I do 
think that Virginia is now solidly 
a swing state, which it wasn’t, and 
I don’t think anyone expected it to 
be [even] before this election.”

Pelika said that the recent eco-
nomic crisis was the main impetus 
for Obama’s strong showing.

“I think that the severe eco-
nomic downturn we saw in the 
last couple of months really filled 
up the industrial midwest for 
Obama in a way that he probably 
would have found a lot harder had 
that not happened,” she said. “So, 
I think that states like Michigan, 
Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania that 
have been long-standing swing 
states were less likely to vote on 

cultural and social issues and 
more like to vote on economic is-
sues.”

Pelika also said that because 
of the economic downturn, de-
mographic groups like blue collar 
workers were what secured the 
vote for Obama in such crucial 
swing states as Pennsylvania and 
Indiana and allowed the Demo-
crats to focus on more tradition-
ally red states.

“Obama and his advisors smart-
ly, and I’m not quite sure how, 
looked ahead and said ‘Okay, let’s 
say we’ve got Wisconsin, where 
do I go next, Virginia?’ and went 
for those states,” she said. “The 
rest fell into place for them.”

By nancy Blanford
Flat Hat Staff Writer

This week, for the first time ever, 
College of William and Mary students 
joined Williamsburg residents to cast 
their votes for president of the United 
States.

Eighty-one percent of all registered 
voters in Williamsburg actually voted on 

Election Day, according to Williamsburg 
Voter Registrar Winifred Sowder. 

“It was a huge turnout,” Sowder said.
College students and Williamsburg 

residents eagerly waited outside the 
city’s two voting precincts. Voters stood 
in the rain to cast their ballots at the 
Williamsburg Community Building, the 
precinct in which most College students 
were registered, and lines sometimes 

stretched around the block and onto the 
street.

“We really didn’t have any problems at 
the polls,” Sowder said. “The only problem 
we had at all was in the beginning — we 
didn’t think about the ballots getting wet 
with voters being wet … But the election 
officials caught on and we started drying 
off voters before they got to vote.”

Fifteen booths were available to 
electronically process the paper ballots, 
which included spaces to vote for 
president, a Virginia senate seat and 
the congressman to Virginia’s first 
Congressional District, which includes 
Williamsburg. The system allowed for 
quick voting, yet still produced a paper 
trail to ensure proper reading of the 
ballots.

“The lines were moving very quickly,” 
Kyle Ogilvie ’11 said. “I waited for only 15 
or 20 minutes.”

Voters eagerly displayed their voting 
stickers while exiting the polls. While 
candidate paraphernalia was forbidden 
within 40 feet of the building, both 
students and residents readily discussed 
their favorite candidates and pertinent 
issues.

“I voted for Obama,” Carrie Schroll ’10 
said. “I think the country’s headed in a 
really bad direction — I think it’s time for 
a change.”

Chad Jones, a 10-year resident 

of Williamsburg, said he supported 
McCain.

“I think Obama’s going to win,” Jones 
said, “but I still voted for McCain anyway 
so that Obama’s policies aren’t fully 
implemented when he gets to office.”

Andy Rudd ’11 agreed.
“The last eight years have been so 

terrible. It’s been agreed by the general 
public that both candidates would bring a 
change,” Rudd said. “I didn’t want Obama 
to win by such a large margin where he 
felt that he had a mandate.”

This was the first presidential election 
in which College students were allowed 
to register using their Williamsburg 
addresses. While this appeared to 
have no effect on the outcome of the 
presidential election — officials agree 
that the expanding suburbs outside of the 
District of Columbia were the main drive 
behind Virginia turning blue — many 
students were glad to be able to vote in 
Williamsburg.

“It’s my duty as a citizen,” Rudd 
said. “I’ve been voting since I’ve been 
eligible.”

“I think it’s wonderful that students 
should be able to vote [in Williamsburg],” 
Mary Grogan, an Obama supporter and 
resident of Skipwith Farms, said.

Williamsburg resident William 
Chronis, a retired engineer who would 
not disclose his presidential candidate 

choice, disagreed.
“The way I was raised, students voted 

absentee. Why can’t they vote absentee 
to represent their permanent home?” 
Chronis said. “I don’t mind for the 
presidential election, because it doesn’t 
affect the outcome, but our local elections 
don’t affect them unless they choose to 
stay here after they graduate.”

Bill Day, the Democratic candidate 
for Congress in Virginia’s first district, 
spent the day traveling between polls, 
introducing himself and discussing issues 
while voters waited in lines.

“I voted for Obama, Warner and a 
handsome guy named Bill Day,” Day 
said jokingly. “I care deeply about change 
because the last eight years have to 
be turned around … And I think it’s a 
great idea for students to be voting in 
Williamsburg.”

With the support of many 
Williamsburg residents, as well as various 
student organizations encouraging and 
shuttling students to and from the polls, 
the eligible cast their ballots and turned 
Virginia blue for the first time since 1964.

“Statewide, [student votes] really 
helped to carry the state for Obama. 
That’s basically how I think it helped 
the Democrat[ic] party more than the 
Republicans, of course,” Sowder said. 
“But it’s good to see the young people out 
there voting.”

Williamsburg residents mixed on student voting

MARAL NOORI-MOGHADDAM — tHe fLAt HAt

Student Assembly President Valerie Hopkins ’09 joined community members Tuesday volun-
teering at the Stryker district polls at the Williamsburg Community Center.

MARAL NOORI-MOGHADDAM — tHe fLAt HAt

SA Secretary for Public Affairs David Witkowsky ’11 hands out sample 
ballots to voters at the Williamsburg Community Building on Nov. 4.
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By SAM SUTTON
Flat Hat Staff Writer

The controversial “three-person rule” is up for 
discussion.

The agenda for the upcoming Williamsburg City 
Council meeting includes a planned discussion of a 
proposal to amend a rule that has been debated and 
contested by the student body for years.

According to the current ordinance, no more 
than three unrelated people may live together in a 
Williamsburg dwelling.

A recent proposal, dated Oct. 6, was obtained 
by The Flat Hat and reported on last week. The 
changes would allow up to four unrelated people to 
share a residence — with some conditions.

Residents would have to register their status as 
a four-person dwelling with the city, have enough 
parking spaces for four cars, and comply with all 
Virginia and municipal laws in regard to noise, litter, 
fire and building codes.

The rule became particularly controversial in 
2007, when students at six different off-campus 
residences off-campus were asked to vacate their 
homes at the conclusion of the academic year in 
compliance with the ordinance.

Since then, the three-person rule has made 
its way into the discourse surrounding Student 
Assembly elections and City Council races.

In recent weeks, student leaders have been 
meeting with the City Council to discuss amending 
the rule.

According to student leaders, City Council 
members warned them that leaking any information 
regarding these discussions could conceivably hurt 
the amendment’s chances of passing.

“I support looking for more flexibility in the 
three-person rule, but we need more conversation,” 
Zeidler told The Flat Hat last week. “It’s just 
something we’re trying to work through.”

The City Council meeting will take place Nov. 13 
at 2 p.m. at the Stryker Building.

Across campus, the College 
Republicans begin to gather 
in the only functioning room 
in Rogers Hall. The crowd of 
nearly 30 sits eating pizza on 
plates decorated with elephants, 
nervously chatting about the 
election between bites. A giant 
projector screen has been pulled 
down in the front of a black board 
that still bears the remnants 
of the day’s lecture.  Obama is 
ahead in electoral votes, but the 
College Republicans are still 
hopeful.

Back in the lodge, the 
room erupts. Onlookers are 
screaming, cheering, clapping. 
All eyes that were focused 
elsewhere suddenly turn to the 
small television set in the middle 
of the room. Pennsylvania 
has gone to Obama. A critical 
swing state in the election, this 
development sends a surge of 
energy through the quickly 
growing crowd. 

“I need your sheets!” a voice 
bellows. “Last chance to turn 
them in.”

Students take a quick final 
look at their individual maps of 
the United States. Some pull out 
red and blue colored pencils to 
make last minute adjustments 
in their electoral predictions 
before reluctantly handing them 
over. Everyone is vying for the 
chance at free Wawa money, and 
the three most accurate at the 
end of the night will be rewarded 

for their political knowledge with 
a total of $40 worth of late-night 
junk food. 

The lecture hall in Rogers is 
silent. 

“Pennsylvania has gone to 
Obama,” says the FOX News 
correspondent.

Boos and curses fill the 
lecture hall, and everyone 
agrees that in order for McCain 
to win, he has to take Ohio. 

A quick succession of good 
news arrives for the still growing 
number of Democrats in the 
lodge.

Republican Sen. Elizabeth 
Dole of North Carolina is bumped 
out of office by Democrat Kay 
Hagan. Several previously red 
states start to  turn blue. The 
news that Ohio has gone blue 
reverberates through the party. 
Knowing  that a successful 
election will be difficult for 
McCain from this point on, the 
Democrats begin to relax and 
watch the returns with a more 
confident air. However, Virginia 
and Florida, two keys to this 
election, are still yet to be tallied. 
The night is far from over.

A larger-than-life Karl Rove 
is analyzing the election on 
the projector screen in Rogers, 
explaining that in order for 
McCain to win he needs to win 
Ohio and another traditionally 
Democratic state. A state like 
California. The Republicans 
scoff. 

The lecture hall grows 
increasingly panicky. One 
member of the College 
Republicans furiously paces on 
one side of the room, talking 
passionately to another group 
of students. Some of the other 
members decide to relieve some 
tension by tossing around a 
red, white and blue beach ball. 
Three members of the College 
Republicans, who have been 
particularly vocal about the 
election outcomes, argue over 
whether or not the Republican 
stronghold of Virginia will go to 
Obama.

“I have faith it’s going to go 
red,” one says.

“It’s going to Obama, man. 
The liberals have done a good 
job campaigning this year.”

The group members 
anxiously type on their laptops, 
trying to determine the 
combination of states McCain 
would need to win the election.

Another news correspondent 
interrupts Karl Rove to tell him 
that Ohio has gone to Obama.  
The lecture hall collectively 
throws up its hands. Legs begin 
to shake, some pull out their cell 
phones to call home or other 
Republican friends. Several 
students get up and leave, 
sensing things will only get 
worse for their candidate. 

“I’m ashamed to be American, 
and you can quote me on that,” 
John Michael King ’12 says.

Democrat Chris Cooley’s ’12 
eyes dart from his conversation 
about political blogs to the 
screen. He has already seen 
his home state of Georgia go to 
McCain, as he expected. Despite 
the Obama shirt he proudly 
brandishes, the freshman doesn’t 
want to get too overconfident.

“Things are looking great,” 
he says. “But, then again, they 
were in 2004 too.”

Then it happens. Word 
reaches the party that FOX 
News has projected that Virginia 
will go to Obama. The onlookers 
again erupt but await the 
pending announcement from 
CNN. The seconds slowly tick 
by and turn into minutes. People 
look around, wondering over 
the delay. According to various 
political blogs and projection 
sites, Virginia’s ballots are 99 
percent accounted for, and the 
state should have been called. 
But still the Young Democrats 
wait.

Then, without warning, CNN 
momentarily flashes that both 
Florida and Virginia have gone 
to Obama, and the crowd is 
already on its feet and screaming 
before the network can report 
that the Democratic candidate 
has officially won the election. 
The pandemonium can be heard 
from inside the Sadler Center, 
causing many more to join the 
chaotic atmosphere. People are 
standing on chairs, tables or 
anything possible, and at the 
doorway, trying to crowd their 
way into the lodge, which is so 
packed with elated Democrats 
that one can hardly move.

An earsplitting cheer of “Yes 
we can” rapidly dissolves to “Yes 
we did,” and Young Democrats 
President Liz Pedraja ’09 
scrambles atop a table in an 
attempt to toast. It is several 
minutes before the crowd is 
quiet enough for her voice to be 
heard.

In her toast, she praises the 
crowd’s commitment to the 
cause, citing voter registration 
efforts, canvassing and other 
awareness efforts.

“I’ve spent the last two years 
of my life on this, and now I 
feel like we’ve accomplished 
something here tonight,” she 
proudly says, tears welling in 
her eyes. “To change!”

“To change!” the teeming 
mass replies.

FOX News has projected that 
Virginia will go blue, and Rogers 
echoes with cries of disbelief. 
Obama now has 220 electoral 
votes.

“You can just add California’s 
55, and Obama’s got 275,” shouts 
a College Republican at the FOX 
correspondent. “It’s over.”

The remaining members 
watch the screen in disbelief. 
Outrage etched on their faces. 
One girl puts her face in her 
hands, tears in her eyes. 

“Everyone, we are going 
bowling tomorrow at eight,” 
College Republicans chairman 
Scott Morris says. “We will need 
to get off campus tomorrow.”

As the Democrats shift their 
attention to Obama’s acceptance 
speech, there is hardly a dry 
eye around the room. People 
are hugging, laughing, sobbing, 
immersed in the moment. With 
every “Yes we can” Obama says 
throughout his speech, the 
crowd echoes back, loud and 
full of passion. Upon closing his 
speech, a unified voice from the 
people chants O-bam-a, O-bam-a, 
O-bam-a, which then becomes 
U-S-A, U-S-A, U-S-A.

And Cristina, eyes red from 
tears of bliss, knows she’s made 
a difference. 

“We’re happy with our own 
achievements; I know I’m happy 
with my own achievements,” 
she says. “And I can finally go 
to sleep without staring at the 
polls.”

Students celebrate, tolerate results

City council to discuss changes 
to controversial three-person rule

PARTIES from page 1

By ALEX McGRATH
Flat Hat Staff Writer

Voters facing difficulties at the polls Tuesday had 
a lifeline, Marshall-Wythe School of Law students. 

Law students were available to answer voters’ 
questions via phone all day Tuesday, but the calls 
were not as plentiful as expected. The all-volunteer 
effort designed to help young and first-time voters 
was used sparingly by the community and not at all 
by students. 

In total, VOTEline received 10 calls.
VOTEline organizer Kevin Pickens J.D. ’10 said 

he was not concerned with the lack of calls; because 
for him it meant people didn’t have questions and 
that everything at the polls was going well.

“I don’t think it was a lack of getting the number 
out there,” Pickens said.

The VOTEline number was distributed to students 
by Student Assembly President Valerie Hopkins ’09 
and was displayed on Channel 13 News and the 
College and Law School websites.

“If there isn’t a call that means things are going 
smoothly,” Chris Versfelt J.D. ’10 said. Versfelt 
volunteered at VOTEline for an hour and the phone 
never rang.

Most volunteers worked one-hour shifts, but some 
worked for as long as three hours at a time.

VOTEline was established in 2007 prior to the 
Williamsburg City Council election because a group 
of undergraduate students were skeptical of the 
legitimacy of voter turnouts and were concerned 

about young or first time voters not knowing how to 
vote, according to John Calabrese J.D. ’09. 

Law students decided to set up VOTEline to inform 
people of their rights. As stated in the VOTEline 
training manual, volunteers do not offer legal advice 
or tell people what they should do. It is exclusively 
an informational service and does not provide legal 
counsel.

Pickens was expecting more calls this year than 
during last year’s city council election given the fact 
that it was a larger election. However, last year a 
polling place was moved just before the election which 
resulted in 20 calls, mostly from the community.

This year, the few calls that came in varied in their 
location and topic.

Pickens described one call about a convicted 

felon’s voting eligibility. The caller was not a convicted 
felon but was considering challenging another’s vote. 
A felon can vote upon following a certain process, 
and the caller was told to contact state authorities. 

Another call involved a person distributing candy 
and flyers outside of a polling place. Virginia law 
requires campaigners to be at least 40 feet from 
any polling place. The caller estimated that the 
campaigner was about 100 feet from the building; as 
such, the action was deemed legal. 

A caller from Norfolk who was using a special 
large print ballot, there is typically provided to voters 
who are visually impaired, claimed Obama’s name 
was on a page all by itself in font much larger than 
that of the other candidates. This caller was told to 
report the incident to the Norfolk registrar.

Law school students staff VOTEline during election 
Program received 10 calls from area residents on Election Day

By SAM SUTTON
Flat Hat Staff Writer

Former College of William and Mary President Gene Nichol has 
been named Director of the University of North Carolina-Chapel 
Hill Center on Poverty, Work and Opportunity.

The center was created in 2005 to raise awareness and develop 
strategies to alleviate poverty.

“The Poverty Center has a talented and dedicated staff and an 
ambitious multi-departmental advisory board comprised of scholars 
from throughout the University,” Nichol said in a press release. 
“We’ll see the center continue to address the needs of the poor.”

The center’s former director, professor Marion Crain, left North 
Carolina to join the faculty of Washington University in St. Louis, 
Mo.

Prior to serving as the College’s president, Nichol had served 
as dean of the law schools at both the University of Colorado and 
UNC.

He served as the president of the College from 2005 until 2008, 
when he resigned upon learning he would not be asked back after 
his contract expired.

Currently, Nichol is a faculty member of North Carolina’s law 
school.

Nichol to head 
UNC poverty 
research center
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Referendum voted down
REFERENDUM from page 1

been amended.
The referendum faced stiff 

opposition from two Student As-
sembly senate members, Class 
Treasurer Cliff Dunn ’09 and 
Sen. Steven Nelson ’10.

“[Tuesday] night, me and a 
few other senators realized that 
there was an Honor Council ref-
erendum being voted on,” Nel-
son said. 

According to Nelson, he and 
Dunn became concerned that 
few students were aware of the 
referendum, and began an e-
mail, phone and text drive to 
urge students to vote down the 
referendum before the polls 
closed at 2 a.m.

By Dunn’s estimate, he and 
Nelson’s efforts were respon-
sible for generating upwards of 
100 votes rejecting the referen-
dum. 

 “I didn’t talk to a single per-
son who knew the referendum 
was coming up,” Dunn said.

The Honor Council had, in 
fact, placed information regard-

ing the referendum on the Col-
lege’s website, and both SA Pres-
ident Valerie Hopkins ’09 and 
Vice President of Student Affairs 
Virginia Ambler ’88 ph.D ’06 sent 
campus-wide e-mails publicizing 
the proposed changes.

A town hall event on the refer-
endum also took place. Despite 
publicity efforts by members of 
the council, the event was poorly 
attended, according to Dinan. 

Dinan had also e-mailed The 
Flat Hat a copy of the letter de-
tailing the referendum. Due to a 
miscommunication, the newspa-
per did not run an article on the 
subject.  

“In retrospect, we should 
have done more,” Dinan said. 
“What we could’ve done, I don’t 
know.”

Dunn said that he and Nelson 
were concerned not only with 
the lack of awareness on the 
referendum but also the refer-
endum’s contents, which he felt 
may have given the council the 
ability to amend its bylaws with-
out referendum.

“Some people were calling 

it the William and Mary Patriot 
Act,” Nelson said. 

According to Dinan, the ref-
erendum would have allowed 
the Council of Chairs to make 
amendments to the code’s pro-
cedural clauses — i.e., how 
hearings are conducted and the 
process by which honor council 
referrals are dealt — but only 
with the approval of the Col-
lege’s administration and the 
Attorney General’s Office for 
the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
Any amendments to the code’s 
definition clauses — i.e., lying, 
cheating and stealing — would 
require a referendum on which 
students would vote.

At the Stryker precinct poll-
ing station Tuesday morning, 
the line stretching around the 
block consisted largely of stu-
dents from the College waiting 
to vote — many who registered 
in Williamsburg through drives 
sponsored by the Student As-
sembly.

“There are a lot of students 
voting,” SA Sen. Matt Beato ’09 
said. “I’ve seen more students 
than community members here. 
I never expected to see this many 
students.”

For many in line, Tuesday 
was their first chance to vote in 
a presidential election, a fact that 
was not lost on those casting 
their first ballots.

“It’s kind of exciting to know 
that we can finally contribute,” 
Elizabeth Mabeus ’09 said. “It’ll 
feel good because I’ll know that I 
helped make it happen, and I was 
part of the democratic process.” 

Most students voting on Tues-
day said they were eager for the 
election — and the ensuing bar-
rage of divisive advertising — to 
be over. 

“It’s been getting kind of old,” 
David Loss ’11 said. “Maybe it’s 
because I knew who I was going 
to vote for pretty early, but it’s 
just a waste of my time. It’s been 
making me kind of angry and an-
noyed, so I’m glad that it’s over.”

Blake Jones ’12, who said he 
voted for McCain, also expressed 
some relief at the close of a long 
campaign.

“Even if McCain doesn’t win, 
it’s still going to be nice to have it 
over with,” he said after voting.  

When the polls closed in 
Williamsburg, many students 
gathered with friends at parties 
or in their own rooms, waiting 
to hear the outcome of the elec-
tion. 

In the Sadler Center’s Lodge 
1, students watched Brian Wil-
liams of NBC News report re-
sults throughout the night on a 
large television screen. 

At 11 p.m. — when West 
Coast polls closed and television 
networks called the election for 
Obama — the reaction from stu-
dents of both parties was imme-
diate. 

“I know that I, along with the 
thousands of other volunteers 
all over the state, really wanted 
[Obama] to carry the common-
wealth,” Jared Calfee ’10 said. “I 
remember after his 2004 [Demo-
cratic National Convention] key-
note address [I told] my high 
school friends he would be the 
next president.”

Meanwhile, Republicans at 
the UCAB event pondered 2012, 
when they will have the chance to 
unseat Obama and increase their 
diminished seats in Congress.

“I am very disappointed, but 
it’s okay,” McCain supporter Alex 
Kashurba ’11 said. “I really think 
McCain would have made a great 

president, and I’m not sure about 
Obama. Hopefully Obama will be 
as great as everybody thinks he 
will.”

Students react to end of long,  
hard-fought election season
REACTION from page 1

By SAM SUTTON
Flat Hat Staf f Writer

Between high-voter turnout, long 
lines, bad weather and an off-campus 
hike to the Stryker precinct polling sta-
tion, College of William and Mary stu-
dents could use a hand in getting out to 
the polls Tuesday.

In order to help students get out 
to vote, the Student Assembly senate 
provided four vans on Election Day to 
escort students to and from the polls.

Sen. Ben Brown ’11, who drove one 
of the vans for a four hour shift Tues-
day morning, said that he expected 
many students to take advantage of the 
van service today.

“I started out in the rain [this] morn-
ing,” he said. “If the rain keeps up, 
there will probably be more students 
taking the van.”

In addition to giving free rides to 
the polling station, SA volunteers also 
answered questions about voting pro-
cedures. Sheets indicating the proper 
address for on-campus residence halls 

were available in the vans, as well as 
voter guides for individuals who were 
unsure of the candidates’ positions.

As the vans pulled up to the city’s 
community center, where all on-cam-
pus and many off-campus students are 
registered to vote, several groups of 
students came out of the building to 
get a ride back to the Sadler Center.

“There are so many students vot-
ing,” Sen. Brittany Fallon ’11 said 
outside the Williamsburg Community 
Center, where lines stretched out the 
door. Fallon was handing out stickers 
to students that read “Hark Upon the 
Ballot Box,” another SA initiative.

“I think these crowds will be a little 
more calm than the Steer Clear ones,” 
Brown joked as students packed into 
the van’s back seat to be taken back to 
campus.

Two vans made trips to and from 
the Sadler Center, while another took 
students from the Yates Hall parking 
lot. A fourth van was used to drive 
students and Williamsburg residents 
to and from specific locations off cam-
pus.

According to Brown, Steer Clear 
Director Will Sealy ’09 reprogrammed 
the Steer Clear voicemail to allow indi-
viduals to request a ride to the polling 

station.
The SA also provided support to vot-

ers waiting outside the polling station, 
including information on the ballot’s 
layout. Sen. Matt Beato ’09 and Fallon 
served hot apple cider to those leaving 
the polling station.

In wake of the city’s shaky record 
with student voting, many SA mem-
bers were worried about difficulties at 
the polling station; drivers of the vans 
asked students riding back from the 
community center if there were any 
glitches in their efforts today.

However, almost all reports have 
indicated that Election Day at the pre-
cinct went smoothly.

“Pretty much everyone says [it’s go-
ing] fine,” Beato said outside the pre-
cinct. “Everything’s going well.”

The SA’s election services are of-
fered during important election years. 
Over 2,000 students have registered to 
vote in Williamsburg, a fact that was 
not lost on the candidates.

Democratic Congressional candi-
date Bill Day stood outside the pre-
cinct, shaking hands with students and 
community members around noon.

“I think [student registration ef-
forts] will definitely work in my favor 
this year,” Day said.

Student Assembly provides rides, cider for students
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Students and Williamsburg residents waited in line to vote Tuesday.
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SA Sen. Ben Brown ’11 was one of many student and community volunteers who drove voters to and from the polls on Election Day.

Editor’s note: Due to a miscom-
munication The Flat Hat failed 
to report on the proposed 
changes to the Honor Code or 
the forum held with students 
to discuss the proposal. We 
apologize for not reporting on 
an issue of such vital interest 
to students, and we commit to 
fully covering future develop-
ments of this story.



For 17 years, the three-person housing rule has eliminated choice, 
driven up costs, and pitted neighbors against neighbors. Two 
weeks ago, The Flat Hat received a working copy of potential 

revisions to that law. It appeared the ice has finally begun to thaw. The 
current proposal falls short of a true compromise, however. So, when 
the Williamsburg City Council meets to discuss those changes at 2 p.m. 
on Nov. 13, we urge students to make the short walk over to the Stryker 
building to voice their opposition.

The proposal marked the first real attempt at compromise in nearly 
two decades, and for that we appreciate the willingness of both students 
and city officials to negotiate. However, the results of that negotiation 
remain unacceptable. The permit process at the heart of the plan would 
open select houses to four unrelated renters, but that’s hardly a true 
compromise. Student leaders came to the table with a plan to allow one 
more renter than the number of bedrooms in the house. We also favor a 
plan that accounts for a house’s ability to accommodate renters.

For the most part, it appears those opposing expanded property rights 
fear that more renters will diminish the value of their own homes — that 
a five-person household will destroy the character of their communities. 
We find these fears both insulting and disheartening. The last half-

century has witnessed economic 
diversity all but evaporate in 
neighborhoods across the 
country, and a more lenient rule 
in Williamsburg would improve 

affordability by allowing people to split high rents. To support affordable 
housing without reconsidering the three-person rule is to defy logic. If 
greater freedom in the housing market opens it to a broader swath of 
potential renters, then we’re okay with a possible loss of value.

But perhaps that’s a question best saved for a plan with the potential 
to bring about change. As it stands right now, the set of stipulations 
on the current proposal would still render the vast majority of homes 
ineligible for four people. Specifically, the proviso that requires parking 
spaces for four cars on the property or on the street out front would 
keep many houses from qualifying. To be sure, most homeowners 
would rather not see their streets transformed into parking garages, but 
a permit process could easily be arranged on a house-by-house, street-
by-street basis. Including on-street parking in the debate irrationally 
conjoins separate issues.

If parking is the concern, limiting the available permits is no more 
difficult than changing a number in a database. Basing the decision of 
whether four people can safely live in a house by the number of parking 
spots available sidesteps the actual problem and would be an easy 
provision for the city to abuse. Also,  many students don’t bring cars to 
campus, preferring to walk or bike. Any proposal should allow renters to 
decide for themselves whether parking restrictions are a deal-breaker.

Perhaps the leaked proposal will be the best to come down the pike. 
If that’s the case, we’d urge students to fight against it. The current 
plan would do no more than exchange the three-person rule for a 
four-car requirement. Students can’t stand aside while that happens. 
They control enough of the votes in Williamsburg to win a better 
compromise. Until that better offer comes along, we’d urge them to 
continue doing what they’ve been doing: finding ways to fight a bad law. 
As equal members of the community, they deserve equal rights.
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By Olivia Walch, Flat hat car tOOnist

We favor a plan that 
accounts for a house’s ability 
to accommodate renters.

Students can now only wait for change

Tuesday night was met with tension and elation. 
There was silence on the College of William and Mary 
campus, light from hundreds of TVs flickering through 
window blinds — the only indication that anyone was 
paying attention to the election. Then, out of the silence 
at around 11 p.m., in response to the announcements of 
Fox News, CNN, NBC and Jon Stewart ’84, thousands of 
students released a cry of triumph.

The energy was electric. People ran through the 
streets, screaming and cheering, 
not out of boastful pride but out 
of pure joy. For a moment, the 
Republicans, who had suffered a 
high-tension defeat, could not help 
but feel the excitement emanating 
from all the College students 
running down Ukrop Way. This 
election inspired the highest turnout of voters ages 18 
to 29 since the voting age was lowered from 21 to 18 in 
1972 — the College was part of that.

The Student Assembly’s efforts to get out the vote 
and offer rides to students couldn’t have been more 
appropriate on what turned out to be a dreary, wet 
election day. Power Vote encouraged students both 
to vote and to consider energy alternatives in their 
decisions. The organized Democrats and Republicans 
on campus increased awareness of their respective 
candidates, and Americans for Informed Democracy 
provided table tents with information about each 

candidate. Our College’s student organizations did more 
than any adult, administrator or politician has done to 
keep students informed and active in government.

Not only College students, but also the 
commonwealth of Virginia turned out in vast numbers 
to participate in the election. According to a report 
by the State Board of Elections, Williamsburg had 
the largest percentage of newly registered voters in 
Virginia. This is no coincidence. A bunch of old folks 
and high school seniors didn’t make up that percentage 
— it was College students. 

At this point, College students make up 25 percent 
of registered voters in Williamsburg, according to 
SA officials. That is a huge ratio of people who can 
dramatically shift the outcome of any election, which is 
why our votes in Virginia on Tuesday were so important. 

The popular vote between Sen. John 
McCain and Barack Obama was 
very close, with Obama winning 52 
percent to McCain’s 47 percent. 

As the excitement of having a 
young, black president settles over 
the College, the next four years are 
not without uncertainties. Obama has 

promised change, but we do not know what implications 
such change will have for us. 

Will he work to make education more affordable for 
college students? Will he reform the Medicare and 
social security programs that are inefficient now and 
will explode in cost as the baby boomers retire?

These are issues that will affect us directly. Because 
students at the College are a fraction of the college 
students who helped Obama become president, we 
should pay close attention to what Obama’s plans are 
for us in the future.

Brittany Hamilton is a junior at the College.

Flat Hat staFF columnist

Brittany Hamilton

Obama has promised change, 
but we do not know what 

implications such change will 
have for us.

staFF Editorial

Housing rule discrimination

Last year, students, administrators 
and members of the Board of Visitors 
came together to pass the green fees 
referendum, a revolutionary way for 
the College of William and Mary to 
reduce its impact on the environment. 
Under the plan, the College will 
collect just under $250,000 annually 
both to fund important projects 
on campus and to create a green 
endowment.

While the funding of environmental 
projects will draw the most attention, 
I believe that the green endowment 
will be the most significant outcome 
of the approval of green fees. The 
green endowment ensures that the 
College will be able to undertake 
large-scale environmental projects 
and that the sources of funding of 

these projects will not run dry if 
outside priorities change. However, 
endowments of this nature are of 
little use until they have been given 
the opportunity to grow and yield 
interest that can be used for projects 
on campus. 

The green endowment is a 
perfect opportunity for alumni and 
other donors looking to effect a 
meaningful change, by giving back 
to the College. However, with the 
budget situation as bad as it is, 
the College has opted to focus its 
attention on sources of money that 
go directly to operating budgets. 
This choice is fine, but I believe that 
the green endowment could be a 
very successful vehicle to attract the 
attention of untapped donors looking 
for new giving opportunities. 

The College is perpetually 
hamstrung by the size of its 
endowment. Because of this, we 
should never stop exploring new 
possible sources of revenue and new 
donors to the College. Advertising 

the green endowment to potential 
donors could be a great way to get 
support from younger alumni who 
need a compelling reason to donate.

Environmentally, the logic of this 
is very simple: More money in the 
endowment means more money to 
make changes. The Committee on 
Sustainability, which oversees the 

money generated by green fees, is 
able to draw money from the portion 
of green fees devoted to capital 
projects and from interest generated 
by the endowment. The committee 
is thus limited by its small amount of 
collected interest.

 If we want to see major changes on 
campus — changes like making sure 
all new construction achieves very 

high levels of Leed Certification or 
the construction of alternative means 
of power and heating generation here 
on campus — we need more money 
in the green endowment. If we want 
these changes made anytime in the 
near future, we need outside sources 
of funding.  

On the financial side, the 
environment is a salient issue, and, as 
the consequences of global warming 
continue to be realized, the number 
of people willing to step forward 
to help the College do its part will 
continue to grow. Undoubtedly, some 
of these donors will be some of the 
College’s most dedicated supporters, 
but many of them will be new donors 
who have been waiting for a reason to 
give back. 

It has become abundantly clear 
that the younger generations of 
Americans, those of us who will 
have to live with the long-term 
consequences of our current actions, 
are increasingly concerned with our 
environmental future. It is precisely 

this group of donors with which the 
College needs to connect to ensure 
its fiscal future, and environmental 
giving should be seen as a means to 
achieving this. 

Not steering donors in the direction 
of giving to the green endowment 
is shortsighted. This lack of action 
could limit our base of support and 
impact operating budgets for years. 

The bottom line is that 
improvements in efficiency save 
money. Many of the projects 
the Committee on Sustainability 
is looking into, like water and 
electricity, will eventually pay for 
themselves and thereafter reduce the 
operating budget. 

The primary reason these projects 
are not already being implemented 
is that they will not produce savings 
for several years. But acting now will 
ensure that those savings do come 
— just in time for the next round of 
budget cuts. 

Ben Schultz is a senior at the 
College.

College should use environmental initiatives to attract new donors

The green endowment could be 
a successful vehicle to attract the 

attention of untapped donors 
looking for opportunities to give.

Ben schultz
  Flat Hat guEst columnist 

The staff editorial represents the opinion of The Flat Hat. The editorial board, which is 
elected by The Flat Hat’s section editors and executive staff, consists of Austin Wright, 
Jeff Dooley, Alice Hahn, Brian Mahoney and Andy Peters.

The Flat Hat welcomes submissions to the Opinions section. Letters to the editor may 
be no longer than 250 words and columns no longer than 700 words. Submissions 
should be e-mailed to fhopinions@gmail.com no later than 5 p.m. Sunday for publica-
tion the following Tuesday, and 5 p.m. Wednesday for the following Friday. The Flat Hat 
reserves the right to edit all material. Due to space constraints, The Flat Hat may not 
publish all submissions. All staff editorials reflect the position of The Flat Hat. Letters, 
columns, graphics and cartoons reflect the view of the author only.



By nichole lidstrom
Flat Hat Staf f Writer

Clemencia Johnson ’09 sits in class 
listening and taking notes like every other 
student here at the College of William and 
Mary. When class ends, students leave to 
meet with friends, surf the internet or finish 
homework at the library. But Johnson leaves 
class to face a long commute, household 
chores and a family to raise — not to mention 
her academic work. 

“Non-traditional” is an often-heard 
but little-understood term here at the 
College. Prime Tribe, an organization for 
non-traditionally aged students, works to 
change these misconceptions on campus 
one lunch at a time.

The idea of Prime Tribe originated 
with Sharon Reed ’05 and was chartered 
as an organization in the fall of 2007. The 
organization is designed to meet the needs 
of non-traditional students, classified as 
any student over the age of 24 seeking 
an undergraduate degree. Every week, 
members of Prime Tribe are invited to 
stop by for lunch and conversation with 
other non-traditional students. 

“We keep it on a social level, but if 
someone is suffering a crisis, then more 
than likely there are other students that 
have already faced it,” President of Prime 
Tribe Kathy Eggers ’09 said. “We are a 
support system as well.”  

The infrequent lunch attendance 
(sometimes only one or two students are 
able to attend) illustrates the fact that non-
traditional students usually have more 
responsibilities and obstacles to face than 
traditional students.  

 “With our group, it is so hard to get 
together at the same time,” Eggers said. 
“No one is on campus at the same time. Our 
members live anywhere from 15 miles away 
to 75 miles away from campus.”

For many non-traditional students, the 
responsibilities of parenthood compete 
with their academic course load. Deborah 
Szymecki ’10, a former stay-at-home mom, 
feels that higher education could improve 
her chances for a higher paying job.  This 

was Szymecki’s first time at a Prime Tribe 
lunch event, but she enthusiastically 
entered the conversation. 

“There are problems with going to school 
full-time and having a family,” Szymecki said. 
“You have to not treat it like a crutch, yet it is 
a reality. When I get home, it’s usually throw 
in the wash, sweep something, start with 
[my children’s] homework, or I have to pick 
someone up or run someone somewhere.  I’m 
usually up till 2 a.m. doing my homework.” 

Sacrificing parts of their daily routines 
is just one of the challenges faced by non-
traditional students.

“Absolutely, there are sacrifices,” Eggers 
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CritiCal Condition

Computer-
generated fear 
fails to frighten
Matthew Falwell
CritiCal Condition 
Columnist

Recently UCAB showed the horror classic 
“The Shining”. I had never seen it before and 
was eager to finally discover what the hype 
was about. I wasn’t disappointed either. It was 
full of suspense and subtle humor, and all the 
actors were fabulous. Yet despite these sell-
ing points, what stuck out most about the film 
was its lack of computer-generated images. 
That’s not a bad thing.

Most horror movies today focus on some 
computer-generated monstrosity terrorizing 
brain-dead celebrities, yet the most gripping 
parts usually take place before the monster 
is even revealed. That’s the opposite of how 
it should be. When we finally see what sort 
of creature is causing trouble, we should be 
wetting ourselves, not snickering to our friends.

“I Am Legend” is the perfect example of spe-
cial effects destroying a movie. Its best moments 
involve nothing more than Will Smith and his 
dog traveling around New York City. Watching 
the computer-generated lions and zombies in 
action is about as painful as watching Gilbert 
Gottfried, the guy who played the parrot in 
“Aladdin,” do standup.

The fact is, a zombie movie should have 
scary-looking zombies. The idea of zombies 
themselves isn’t what makes them frightening. It 
is all that decaying flesh and the image of some-
thing that once was human but is no longer. The 
zombies in “I Am Legend” looked more like 
rejected character models from an Xbox video 
game. This saddened me deeply, especially since 
the zombies in classic horror films like George 
Romero’s “Dawn of the Dead” looked creepy;  
they were played by real people with real 
makeup and prosthetics. No fancy graphics were 
used then — they didn’t exist.

And did anyone see “The Descent?” It looked 
like it would be as scary as a movie could be — a 
bunch of people get trapped in a dark cave with 
monsters. I watched the first 15 minutes or so, 
but the moment the creatures came on screen, 
my friends and I laughed and popped in another 
DVD. “The Hills Have Eyes” and “House of 
Wax” are equally bad, if not worse. I’m finding it 
harder and harder to think of more good horror 
movies than bad ones.

So, why is this happening? Well, in many 
cases, it comes down to money. Believe it or not, 

See horror page 8

the wild, wild east

megan doyle — the Flat hat

IPAX presents “Cowboy vs. Samurai,” the College’s first Asian-American play. This Michael Golamco play explores the challenges of two Asian men deep in the 
backcountry of Wyoming, depicting the struggles endured by Asian Americans to preserve their sense of self and live life in the midst of white America. “Cowboy vs. 
Samurai” opened last night in the Sadler Center Commonwealth Auditorium and will be shown again Nov. 8 and 9 at 2 p.m.

toP electioN
FacebooK StatuS PicKS

Some of the top Facebook statuses regarding 
the election from members of the College:

Thomas Fringer ’10 is Rosa Parks sat in 1955. Martin Luther King 
walked in 1963. Barack Obama ran in 2008. That our children might fly.
Whitney Winn ’06 kind of hates 52% of Californians.
Lauren “McCain” Nofi ‘11 John McCain is my hero and always will be.
Andrew Panakos ’09 doesn’t like the idea of one party politics in 
congress and the white house when the candidate has never stood 
up to his own party.
Chris Hendricks ’07 is already missing the way Sarah Palin used 
to wink at him. 
Emily Wheat ’10 is Jon Stewart said ‘Go Tribe!’ There is so much to 
celebrate!
Emily Glass ‘10 wishes she could join in on the happiness... but 
she just can’t. It sure is hard to be in the right (wing).
Alicia Banks ‘09 is i wonder if sarah palin remembered to wear 
waterproof mascara today...
Kristine Mosuela ’11 cried a little when VA turned blue. HELLO 
PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA!
Brandon Nichols ’09 black is the new president.
Rebecca Green ’10 is oh, and let’s be honest, stop talking about 
moving to canada...just the thought of their scary socialized medicine 
is enough to give you seizures.
Robert Lawrence ’11 is Sarah Palin apparently didn’t know that 
Africa was a continent. Yikes! 
Stacey Marin ’10 is “Oh, Bush impression. I’ll miss you the most.” 
-- Jon Stewart.
Chris Yamoah ’10 - too bad Gucci Mane and Michael Vick were in 
jail when Da Block ODrama became president.
Brett Rector ’09 is loving the dichotomy of my friends’ profile 
updates; I must tread carefully.

Tribe pride: a non-traditional approach
Non-traditional 

students, those aged 
over 24, share their 

experiences on campus

ashley morgan — the Flat hat

Clemencia Johnson ’09, right, a non-traditional aged student, studies in one of her Hispanic 
Studies classes like any student. By returning to college, she hopes to use her degree to help 
adult immigrants learn English.



said. “You can’t participate in the campus 
festivities. You have laundry, cleaning and 
kids to take care of.”

Eggers, a long-time legal and business 
professional, returned to community 
college and finally the College when she 
realized that without a bachelor’s degree 
there was a ceiling to her income. A full-
time student, single mother and president 
of the organization, she recognizes the key 
concerns of its members. 

“Many non-traditional students feel 
isolated at first, but they must embrace the 
school,” she said. “You try to embrace and 
integrate into campus where you can.”

Non-traditionally aged students partici-
pate in orientation with transfer students 
because they don’t have freshman halls 
like traditionally aged students. For many 
attendees of the lunch, this is where their 
fears about returning to school find a com-
mon voice and support.  

“I made lots of friends with non-traditional 
student transfers in orientation,” said Phillip 
Mariscal ’11. “Talking to them, we found we 
all have the same fears, whether it was like 
me — I was 34 when I began. Everyone had 
a fear of transferring in.”

Mariscal currently organizes and attends 
many of the weekly Prime Tribe lunches. 
After working odd jobs for many years, 

he returned to a community college and 
then came to the College, where he hopes 
to use his degree toward a writing career. 
Though Mariscal left the lunch early to 
meet a professor at Swem, he explained how 
integrated his social life is at the College. 

“I thought campus would be more 
separated, but I have non-traditional friends 
and traditional friends,” he said.

After raising her three sons and returning 
to community college, Johnson came to 
the College. Her husband and a professor 
at Thomas Nelson Community College 
motivated her to apply to the College. As 
an immigrant from South America, Johnson 
hopes to use her degree and English as a 
Second Language teaching experience to 
help adult immigrants in the community 
learn the language and culture of their new 
home. Arriving from her Hispanics Studies 
class, this was Johnson’s fourth Prime Tribe 
lunch this semester. Though these lunches 
are a way to get to know fellow non-traditional 
students, Johnson feels welcomed by the 
rest of the campus community, too.

“[I thought] oh boy, I’m coming to school 
with students who were younger than my 
own, but it’s been great,” said Johnson. “It 
is hard. It is tough. It is challenging. But 
it’s so motivating; it’s so neat to be around 
younger people. They have never made 
me feel anything apart from the rest of the 
students, neither have the professors.” 

Eggers said that approximately 130 
students currently make up the club, and 
every year the population of non-traditional 
students at the College increases. In the fall 
of 2004, only 18 students over the age of 24 
were enrolled at the College. This number 
increased to 39 students in the fall of 2007, 
according to Kim Van Deusen, the associate 
dean of Admission. With an increasing 
number of older students on campus, Eggers 
talked about plans to increase the range of 
services of Prime Tribe, including an honor 
society and scholarships that are geared 
toward non-traditionally aged students. 

“The school wants to be more non-
traditional friendly,” Eggers said. 

“There is more demand by non-traditional 
students, and William and Mary is opening 
up to us.”

Eggers’s work with Prime Tribe not only 
helps to integrate non-traditional students 
into the College, but also helps with her 
own family. Eggers and Szymecki both 
related how their own academic success is 
inspiring their children in high school, who 
are looking at the College as prospective 
students. Szymecki’s daughter specifically 
likes the programs at VIMS; she often puts 
a priority on her daughters’ homework over 
her own. 

“I’m trying to keep [my children] focused 
and well-balanced so they do end up here, 
like me,” Szymecki said.

it’s cheaper to stick in a computer-generated image for a big monster, 
a dark cloud or whatever the creature-of-the-week is rather than hire 
some makeup wizards to conjure up a real-life nightmare for each day 
of filming. And the more impressive a makeup job, the longer it takes to 
apply. In “X2,” Alan Cumming spent four hours each day getting into his 
Nightcrawler makeup. He hated it so much he refused to come back for 
the third film, no matter how much cash they threw at him. Obviously, it 
takes a special actor with special patience to withstand such trials.

The long-term effect of the easier road is negative, however. Things 
that looked cool in movies 10 years ago just look stupid today. Take 
“Terminator 2: Judgement Day,” for example. It’s probably the best 
action film there is. The film’s villain, made of a futuristic liquid metal, 
wowed audiences when the movie was released. Today, however, flash 
games on your PC have more sophisticated graphics. That’s why films 
shouldn’t bank on their tech to make them big hits or classics — I’m 
looking at you, George Lucas (director, “Star Wars”). This advancement 
in technology can’t be avoided, but it can be planned for.

It all comes back to what scares people. We’re all desensitized to vio-
lence these days, so that isn’t it. Who hasn’t found themselves browsing 
through YouTube videos of random strangers nearly killing themselves? 
It’s one of my favorite pastimes, and perhaps that’s why blood and guts 
just don’t sell my ticket. I think the thing that makes great horror movies 
great is their subtlety. Suspense, timing and character development are 
all imperative in making a movie utterly terrifying. If you don’t care about 
the action on screen, it isn’t going to terrify you. Most modern horror 
movies trade all that in for a video-game reject. Its no surprise they’re not 
as successful.

Matthew Falwell is a Critical Condition columnist. He has taken it 
upon himself to design a more frightening zombie for “I Am Legend.”
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Rent

Steve Carell and Anne 
Hathaway star in this spy spoof, 
which is a remake of a 1960s 
TV show. The DVD was released 
Nov. 4.

“Get Smart”

Buy
“I can do anything. I was in a 
boy band, okay.”

These chic flats, which come in 
aqua, pewter, gold and sherbert 
metallics, would  add shine to 
jeans and a tee or to a dress.

Jane crackle-metallic ballet flats 
from J. Crew

Star Sense

-Justin Timberlake, in a 
public service announcement 
encouraging people to vote in 
Tuesday’s election

“Tropic Thunder”
Ben Stiller stars in this comedy about a 
group of spoiled actors whose war movie 
shoot becomes reality. The movie will 
be screened tonight and Saturday in the 
Commonwealth Auditorium at 7 and 9:30 
p.m. Tickets are $2. 50 percent of the 
screening’s proceeds will be donated to 
the Belize Education Winter Service Trip.  
Today and tomorrow

Jens Lekman
Known for his unique and often witty lyrical talent, 
Swedish pop star Jens Lekman will perform in 
the Sadler Center Chesapeake. The performance 
begins at 10 p.m. Admission is free for 
students with an ID and $10 for general 
public.  Tomorrow

“Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa”
The sequel to the 2005 family hit, 
“Madagascar” opens today. The 
zany New York animals travel 
from their new Madagascar home 
to the African plains. There they 
encounter some of their own 
species in the wild. This adventure 
puts them in even more wacky 
situations. Friday
New Town theater show times
7:00 p.m. / 8:00 p.m.
9:00 p.m. / 9:30 p.m.

Hollywood gossip

She’s so lucky, she’s a star
Fresh on her latest career-
revival attempt, Britney Spears 
has announced the track list for 
her new album. “Circus,” set to 
drop Dec. 2, her 27th birthday, 
features a song titled “If You 
Seek Amy.” It’s rumored the 
song may be about fellow rehab 
trainwreck Amy Winehouse. 
But say the name of the song 
quickly — sounds like f-u-c-k 
me, Brit’s apparent attempt to 
be provocative. Nothing breaths 
“all grown up” like thinly veiled 
curse word cover-ups. 

Hit it one more time
Madonna has organized a 
reunion between two of the 
hottest ‘90s popstars. According 
to E!, Britney Spears and 
Justin Timberlake were slated 
to reunite onstage along with 
Madge last night. The twenty-
somethings haven’t worked 
together since their brutal 
breakup in 2002, at which point 
JT’s career exploded while his 
sad songstress ex fell to the 
depths of despair. Wonder if 
this reunion will rekindle the 
romance. Probably not. 

No love from Lilo’s lover
The outcome of Tuesday’s elec-
tion, especially that California’s 
gay-marriage ban passed, shocked 
many — including DJ Samantha 
Ronson. “I guess people care more 
about farm animals than they do 
their fellow man, that’s really sad 
to me,” LiLo’s lover posted on 
her MySpace page. “Yes, I am 
glad that the chickens will have 
more room and better conditions 
as they wait to die, but I just think 
it’s frightening that people show 
more compassion for tomorrow’s 
dinner than for the chef.”

Sixteen more minutes ...
Sick of being called a 
heartthrob, Leonardo DiCaprio 
is handing the torch off to Zac 
Efron. According to the dapper 
DiCaprio, he has total respect for 
how the “High School Musical” 
star handles his fame. According 
to PopSugar, he wants the teen 
to take the limelight to remove 
it from himself. “I was never 
happy with the teen idol tag at 
all — never wanted to be a sex 
symbol or all that stuff — it was 
the work that appealed to me.”

— by Alice Hahn

weekend picks

By LAUREN BILLINGSLEY
Flat Hat That Girl Columnist

Clad in a crimson polo and khakis, 
Ross Sheil is looking snappy. I’m met by an 
interesting outfit juxtaposition, however, 
when I glance down at the basketball 
kicks he dons for both giving back to the 
community and blowing off steam on the 
intramural courts. You might recognize 
the tall redhead as the president of Lambda 
Chi Alpha or from some of your history or 
accounting classes, but for now I get to sit 
down with Ross Sheil to hear about his 
favorite traditions at the College and what 
it’s like to coach 8-year-olds.

What’s something that people 
might not know about you?

I enjoy art a lot. I did a lot of art 
classes growing up and fulfilled my arts 
GER with a drawing class here. I actually 
really enjoy drawing; if it weren’t so time-
consuming I would look into taking more 
classes. 

Do you have a favorite artist?
Not especially. I like more traditional, 

less modern stuff. 
What are three things you can’t 

live without?

Sports, “The Office” and coffee. I’m 
way more of a morning person than 
a night person. I do most of my best 
homework very early in the morning, so 
I can wake up early. Coffee has definitely 
become a necessity.

Grind or Starbucks?
Usually my own in my room. I have a 

coffeemaker in there.
You are graduating next semester 

to pursue a masters in accounting. 
As you think about leaving, what’s 
one thing that you think students 
shouldn’t miss out on?

I didn’t embrace all of the campus-wide 
traditions until last year. I didn’t go to Yule 
Log or Grand Illumination or things like 
that. I think anyone who decides that 
they don’t want to do it or thinks they’re 
too cool for that kind of thing is probably 
missing out, because traditions are part of 
what makes going to school here unique, 
and they’re also a lot of fun.

Do you have a favorite?
I like the Yule Log a lot. I hope it’s 

good this year. I thought Gene Nichol was 
great. Whether people liked him or not as 
a result of everything that happened last 
year, I think everyone would agree that 

he was close to the community and a lot 
of people liked him on a personal level.

You’re involved in a lot on campus, 
but I’ve heard you mention basketball 
several times. Tell me about it.

Sports have been a big part of my life 
growing up. I’ve tried to stick with them 
in any way I can since I’ve been in college. 
I’ve always loved to watch, play and now 
coach.

You coach?
I coach Rec basketball. I did it with 

my freshman roommate who is the one 
who found out about it. We just thought 
it would be a fun way to get involved in 
something in the area sort of outside 
the immediate campus and something 
we could really get excited about. We’re 
both really competitive and we’ve taken 
teaching the kids really seriously, even 
though it’s pretty hard with young kids. 
It’s great to work with them and see them 
improve.

How old are they?
Our first season they were 10 years old 

and this season they are eight and nine. 
It’s a lot harder with the younger kids. It’s 
kind of like herding cats. [Laughs] That’s 
how I describe it. But the best part about 

it is seeing them do things at the end of 
the season that they couldn’t do at the 
beginning.

What about music? If I turned on 
your iPod right now what would I be 
listening to?

I listen to a lot of different kinds of 
music, but right now you would probably 
hear Billy Joel or the Beach Boys.

What book are you reading at the 
moment?

I am reading a book for my senior 
seminar in history called “The General 
History of the Pirates.” The class is called 
“The Golden Age of Piracy” and it’s pretty 
awesome. I think I’d kill myself if I only 

had to take accounting classes. The 
history stuff is very interesting to me; I 
just decided to do it sort of for fun. 

Any vested interest in pirates or 
was this just for kicks?

I don’t know. I think it just goes back to 
my youth, back to the adventure stories 
you read as a kid. I’m definitely enjoying 
the class.

What do you consider your greatest 
achievement?

Hopefully my greatest achievements 
are still ahead of me. [Laughs]

Ross may be kept busy by coaching and 
his double major, but that doesn’t mean you 
won’t find him shooting hoops.

Ross Sheil: ‘Office’ and Coffee

Lunching with non-traditional students
HORROR from page 7

PRIME TRIBE from page 7

Scary movies miss thrills 
with computer graphics

BEAU BLUMBERG — THE FLAT HAT

THaT guy



you’re getting when you sign up to do it.”
The pressure associated with the position can 

be taxing, especially after a goalie is scored on.
“You have to be able to put the bad away quickly 

and move on and deal with the next thing that’s 
coming at you because it comes quickly,” said 
men’s Assistant Coach Chuck Connelly, who 
played goalie at Old Dominion University.

Moving on is essential for goalies. McAdams, 
who can revisit goals and saves in his mind like in-
stant replay, sometimes struggles with forgetting a 
missed opportunity.

“Coaches tell you all throughout your years to 
just forget about it and move on and go onto the 
next play. But really I think that’s impossible, es-
pecially if it’s your fault,” McAdams said. “You do 
move on, but I spend a lot of time thinking about it 
during the game and after the game.” 

The pressure associated with playing goalie 
affects each keeper differently. Connelly said 
he never sees the pressure weighing McAdams 
down, while Marmon said Walker’s experience has 
helped her handle the pressure of the position.

“It’s a pressure position,” Connelly said. “[Goal-
ies] are definitely unique in terms of their attitude 
and mentality. I think you have to be a little bit dif-
ferent than most to want to play that position.”

That pressure surfaces in various forms 
throughout a match.

When the action sits on the other side of the 
pitch for extended minutes, McAdams and Walker 
have to keep themselves in the game. Whether 
through moving with the ball or talking to their 
defenders, staying connected to the game is para-
mount.

“Sometimes it’s pretty hard,” Walker said of the 

minutes without action. “I can think about a mil-
lion different things like what I’m going to do after 
the match. So it can be hard to stay focused, but it 
depends on the game itself and whether it’s close 
or not. I try to stay connected.”

Marmon echoed Walker’s feelings about 
stretches of inaction during a match.

“It’s challenging. I think it’s one of the aspects of 
goalkeeping that gets overlooked,” Marmon said.

But the action can turn around quickly, prompt-
ing a goalie to react rapidly and get in the correct 
position. Counter attacks coming after long lulls in 
the match for a goalie are especially intense.

“It kind of just turns into mayhem,” McAdams 
said. “You just try to get as many people back as 
possible and sort out where their runners are com-
ing from and where our defenders are.”

During that time, McAdams calls out to his 
defenders, barking instructions to line them up 
to slow the counter, while also reading the ac-
tion and adjusting his positioning. As the action 
comes closer, McAdams and Walker must antici-
pate an opponent’s next move, rather than react. 
A half-step advantage for McAdams or Walker 
could make the difference between a save and a 
goal scored.

“The main thing is to look at the last touch in 
order to cut off [the offense’s] angle to the goal,” 
Walker said. She added that a controlled, close 
touch prevents her from charging, whereas a 
loose, long touch allows her an opportunity to give 
chase. Like most of a goalie’s decisions, there isn’t 
much time to react.

Corner kicks — another situation demanding 
rapid decision making — provide a microcosm of a 
goalie’s duties. First, the goalie accounts for every 
opponent in the box and makes sure each of his or 
her teammates is marking an opponent. Second, 

he asks a series of questions: Is the corner taker 
right or left footed? Will this kick be an in-swinger 
or an out-swinger? Third, the ball is kicked and 
the goalie has a split-second to determine whether 
to call for the ball or tell his defenders to clear it, 
sparking another round of internal questions: Is it 
coming in high? What’s its pace? Can I get there in 
time? There is so much information to take in, but 
so little time.

“When a corner’s taken, I make one of two deci-

sions: call the ball away for our defenders to clear 
or for me to come get it,” McAdams said. “Once the 
ball’s played, I have a split-second to decide either 
come [out] or stay in my goal. That’s definitely the 
toughest part, making that quick decision.”

For McAdams and Walker, those decisions 
come frequently and often with no time to spare. 
One misstep could lead to a goal, the pressure 
building with every offensive threat. 

But that’s just what comes with the job.
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Tribe moves into 
CAA Tournament

College’s goalies face constant pressure alone
Friday, November 7, 2008

women’s soccer

Tribe places four on conference first-team, readies for CAA semifinals against Hofstra

phillip delano — the flat hat

Senior forward Nathan Belcher

First-team all-CAA

Tribe vs. Hofstra — Tonight 7 p.m. at Albert-Daly FieldCo-CAA defensive player of the year

Third-team all-CAA

All-rookie team

Abby Lauer

Dani Collins, Abby Lauer, Meghan Walker, Claire Zimmeck

Kaitlin O’Connor

Diana Weigel

The College of William and Mary will 
face Hofstra University Friday night in 
the first CAA semifinal match ever host-
ed at Albert-Daly Field. The Tribe, win-
ner of eight of its past nine matches, 
takes to the pitch looking for its first 
conference tournament win since 2004. 
In its last meeting, the College defeated 
the Pride 1-0 in the first minute of over-

time on a goal from senior midfielder 
Dani Collins. The Tribe should try to 
avoid overtime this weekend, as the 
College has been eliminated in the 
CAA semifinals on penalty kicks in the 
past three years. A semifinal win would 
push the Tribe into Sunday’s title match 
against either James Madison Univer-
sity or Northeastern University.

phillip delano — the flat hat

Sophomore goalkeeper Andrew McAdams directs traffic.

game, which saw 36 fouls and 
four yellow cards, on a wet Al-
bert-Daly Field.

“[Coach] Norris told us at half 
that we had to go out and chase 
the second [goal],” Thomas said. 
“He told me especially to get at 
their right back, and [sopho-
more forward] Alan [Koger] 
had a great finish [on the second 
goal] on the back post, which set 
us apart.”

Thomas’s long run down the 
left sideline set up Koger’s goal. 
Thomas spun at the goal line and 
lofted the ball over to a darting 
Koger for his team-leading     sev-
enth goal of the season in the 
49th minute.

The Tribe went ahead by 
three goals when Thomas took 
possession in the midfield and 
dribbled down the center of 
the pitch. The Dragons’ defend-
ers gave Thomas space and he 

ripped a shot from about 25 
yards out into the lower right 
portion of the cage past diving 
Drexel goalkeeper Cory Rob-
ertson.

The College’s defense also 
came to play Thursday, notching 
its third shutout in four matches. 
The Tribe’s stingy defense has 
allowed only one goal in its last 
366 minutes of action.

“We were really solid out 
there [defensively],” Bothe said. 
“The last four games we have 
given up one goal. I am really 
excited that we have our sights 
set on winning the CAA Tourna-
ment.”

The Tribe’s tournament seed 
depends on today’s match be-
tween George Mason Univer-
sity and Old Dominion Univer-
sity. A Mason win would vault 
the Tribe to the second position 
and a first-round bye, while a 
Mason loss would push the Col-
lege into a fourth-place finish.

M. soccer from page 10

jack hohMan — the flat hat



SportS in brief

sports

women’s soccer

Zimmeck earns regional, 
national honors

Schedule

tribe beats Drexel in CAA 
tournament, advances

field hockey

Fri., Nov. 7

HOFSTRA (CAA Semifinals) — 
7 p.m.

women’s soccer

men’s tennis
TRIBE INVITATIONAL
women’s tennis
ITA National Indoor Champ. — 
Charlottesville, Va. 
Kitty Harrison Invitational — 
Chapel Hill, N.C. 
men’s swimming
SHIPPENSBURG — 5 p.m.
women’s swimming
RICHMOND — 5 p.m.
volleyball
@ Georgia State —  5 p.m.

M.I. EXPRESS — 7:30 p.m.
women’s basketball

sat., Nov. 8

JAMES MADISON (CAA 
Semifinals) — 7 p.m. — Virginia 
Beach, Va.

field hockey

men’s tennis
TRIBE INVITATIONAL
women’s tennis
ITA National Indoor Champ. — 
Charlottesville, Va. 
Kitty Harrison Invitational — 
Chapel Hill, N.C. 
men’s swimming
DAVIDSON — 1 p.m.
women’s swimming
DAVIDSON — 1 p.m.
volleyball
@ UNC-Wilmington —  5 p.m.

NORTHEASTERN— 7 p.m.
football

sun., Nov. 9

CAA FINALS — 1 p.m.
women’s soccer

men’s tennis
TRIBE INVITATIONAL
women’s tennis
ITA National Indoor Champ. — 
Charlottesville, Va. 
Kitty Harrison Invitational — 
Chapel Hill, N.C. 

CAA FINALS — 1 p.m.
field hockey

cross country

In national poll, tribe men 
move up to no. 17

In the opening round of the 
CAA Tournament, the College 
of William and Mary rode a 
trio of first half scores to a 3-2 
victory over Drexel University. 
Sophomore midfielder Jenna 
Cinalli netted the game winner 
23 minutes into the contest, al-
lowing the Tribe to move on to 
face top seeded James Madison 
University Saturday. 

The College of William and 
Mary jumped up four places to 
no. 17 in the latest U.S. Track & 
Field and Cross Country Coach-
es Association poll released 
Tuesday. The Tribe improved 
its national ranking following its 
ninth consecutive CAA champi-
onship victory Saturday. The Col-
lege also holds second place in 
the Southeast Regional rankings 
heading into the regional meet 
Nov. 15 in Winston-Salem, N.C. 
A top-two finish at the Southeast 
Regional meet will assure the 
College an automatic bid to the 
NCAA Championship meet.

On the strength of a two-
goal, one-assist performance 
last Thursday evening, Col-
lege of William and Mary se-
nior forward Claire Zimmeck 
earned CAA and ECAC honors 
as well as three national recog-
nitions. Zimmeck was named 
co-CAA player of the week and 
ECAC co-offensive player of the 
week, as well as earning spots 
on three national teams of the 
week. She currently ranks third 
in the CAA in goals and fourth 
in total points this season. Zim-
meck leads the College in both 
categories.
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sports feature

The secret life of goalies

For College’s goalkeepers, monotony and intense pressure are just part of the job

kEys to thE gAmE
AIr It out CoNtrol thE lINE

last week, the College took control 
early when senior quarterback 
Jake phillips hit junior wideout D.J. 
mcAulay for a 65-yard touchdown 
on the squad’s fourth play from 
scrimmage. A similar quick con-
nection would be huge tomorrow 
as an early tribe lead would force 
Northeastern to play from behind, 
negating a huskies game plan built 
around holding a lead.

over the past four years, head 
Coach Rocky Hager’s Huskies have 
consistently been one of the more 
physical teams in the CAA, and to 
win, the tribe will need to outwork 
Northeastern on both sides of the 
line of scrimmage. Expect a hungry 
College defensive line to be ready. 
“We love these games, it’s what we 
look forward to,” junior defensive 
tackle sean lissemore said.

WhEN: tomorrow, 7 p.m.
WhErE: Zable stadium

No. 14 College of William and mary vs. Northeastern university
bE rEADy

Northeastern is 2-7 and a crucial rival-
ry matchup with no. 1 James madison 
university awaits next week, but the 
tribe cannot afford to overlook the 
Huskies. Six of Northeastern’s seven 
losses have come against either Fbs 
or ranked FCs teams and the huskies 
almost upset no. 6 Villanova on sat-
urday. If the College doesn’t show up 
to play tomorrow, that contest against 
Jmu might not matter too much.

men’s soccer

Tribe blanks Drexel, earns CAA tourney bid
Bothe strikes late in first half to secure win in thick of playoff race

jack hohman — the flat hat

Senior goalkeeper Meghan Walker stands alone during the Tribe’s 3-2 victory over Virginia Commonwealth University Oct. 16.

By andrew Pike
Flat Hat Sports Editor

You stand in the box with the goal at 
your back, watching the action nearly 100 
yards away. Your mind wants to wander 
to your postgame meal or an upcoming 
day off, but you snap back to attention, 
giving yourself mental and verbal cues 
to stay connected. Suddenly, your oppo-
nent launches a counter attack, and as a 
forward races toward you, your back is 
against the wall. It’s just you and the at-
tacker.

Such is the life of the goalie.
When College of William and Mary 

sophomore goalkeeper Andrew McAd-

ams started playing soccer at age six, 
he had little say about which position he 
wanted to play.

“I played goalie immediately,” McAd-
ams said. “My coach thought I was too 
slow to play anything else.”

In contrast, senior goalkeeper Meghan 
Walker started her soccer career playing 
in the field, eventually splitting time as a 
keeper before making the transition to a 
full-time goalie in eighth grade. The two 
now provide the last line of defense for 
their respective Tribe soccer teams.

“That’s what you really are,” women’s 
Assistant Coach Britta Marmon, who 
played goalie at the University of Iowa, 
said of a goalie’s on-field responsibility. 

“You have to be willing to accept failure 
on a minute-by-minute basis, and you’ve 
got to be able to look past that right after 
it happens and get back on board.”

It’s the pressure-intensive nature of 
the position that attracted McAdams to 
the role of keeper. He relishes his role as 
the last man to beat.

“I actually get excited for those [one-
on-one] situations,” McAdams said. “No 
one’s expecting you to make a save. The 
forwards should score 80 to 90 percent 
of the time, so when you come up with 
that big save, you keep your team in the 
game.”

One-on-one situations motivate him 
because they provide an opportunity to 

make an unexpected save. It’s similar to 
expectations surrounding a goalie during 
a penalty kick or shootout. A goalie isn’t 
expected to make every stop.

“Especially in [penalty kicks], it’s not 
to the goalie’s advantage,” Marmon said. 
“What we tell our goalkeepers is, ‘If you 
make one or two saves, you’ve done your 
job.’ But there is a lot of pressure on goal-
keepers to save the day. You’re poten-
tially the savior or the hero, or potentially 
the one letting a goal in that could lead 
to a loss.

“That’s the nature of the position. Any 
goalkeeper has to realize that’s what 

trIbE FootbAll prEVIEW

jack hohman — the flat hat

Freshman running back Jonathan Grimes

See Goalie page 9 

— By Matt Poms and Andrew 
Pike

By chriS weidman
Flat Hat Assoc. Sports Editor

Before kickoff Thursday night, the College 
of William and Mary (10-5-3, 6-4-1 CAA) knew 
it controlled its CAA playoff fate. A win would 
ensure a spot in the six-team tournament, but a 
loss or tie would lead to anxious days watching 
out-of-town matches. Fortunately for the Col-
lege, it took control of its destiny and sealed a 
CAA tourney berth with a trio of goals against 
Drexel University (6-7-6, 4-4-3 CAA). The game-
winner came off the foot of junior defender Rog-
er Bothe, who broke open the scoring with four 
seconds left in the first half.

Junior forward Price Thomas headlined the 
evening for the College, posting his fourth goal 
of the season and two assists. Meanwhile, sopho-
more goalkeeper Andrew McAdams kept the 

Dragons off the scoreboard with seven saves for 
his sixth shutout of the season.

Bothe’s tally before the first-half buzzer came 
off a blocked Thomas shot after junior midfielder 
Jeremy Harris split two midfielders to send the 
ball into the box. Bothe collected Thomas’s re-
bound and scorched the ball into the net for his 
first goal of the season.

“I thought we started slowly. We were a little 
bit tentative,” Head Coach Chris Norris said. 
“My biggest concern in the first half was we 
weren’t getting forward very quickly from mid-
field [early on]. In the end, it was a couple of 
back players getting forward that caused the 
first goal.”

The goal gave the Tribe momentum despite be-
ing outshot 8-4 in the opening frame of a physical 

See m. Soccer page 9
PhilliP delano — the flat hat

Sophomore midfielder Nat Baako dribbles past a pair of Drexel defenders.
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