
By ian BRickey
Flat Hat Staff Writer

Potential revisions to the controversial 
three-person rule dominated discussion 
during Monday’s work session meeting. 
Several Williamsburg residents spoke 
against the possible change. 

The Williamsburg City Council and the 
College of William and Mary’s Student As-
sembly were negotiating possible changes 
to the three-person rule, which bars more 
than three unrelated people from living in 
a single unit together. 

The proposed modifications, outlined 
last night, would allow four unrelated peo-
ple to live in a single housing unit in the city 
after completing an application process.

If a house meets the requirements put 
forth in the current proposal — including 
at least 1,200 square feet of finished living 
space and parking space for four vehicles 
— it will be “essentially prequalified,” 
Deputy City Attorney Christina Workman 
said.

If a substantial complaint that more than 
four people are occupying the residence is 
made, the zoning commissioner must pro-
vide 24-hour notice before inspecting the 
property. 

City Council member Judy Knudson 
questioned the 24-hour notice.

“If you give people 24 hours they can 
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Facing lagging tourism and a bleak 
economy, Colonial Williamsburg has 
decided to eliminate 140 positions to create 
a more affordable operation. CW currently 
employs approximately 3,000 people.

As of press time, not all 140 employees 
had been notified.

A $20 million budget reduction has 
forced the foundation to lay off employees.

Ticket sales this year have also declined 
dramatically, although the Colonial 
Williamsburg Foundation will not release 
its actual visitation numbers until the end 
of the year.

“Many of the employees laid off don’t 
live in the city of Williamsburg, so the 
economic impact in that regard should not 
be too significant,” President and CEO of 
the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
Colin Campbell said. Campbell is also a 
member of the College of William and 
Mary’s Board of Visitors.

The greatest concern over the declining 
attendance lies with local businesses not 
associated with the foundation.

“Our visitors stay in our facilities, but 
stay in surrounding facilities as well. They 
shop in our stores, but shop in Merchants 
Square too,” Campbell said. “Their decline 
in revenue is the greatest worry.”

Michele DeWitt, the manager of 
Williamsburg’s Office of Economic 
Development, said that every job 
eliminated will have a ripple effect on the 
city. The OED is prepared to help those in 
need through providing services such as  
job search counseling and entrepreneurial 
development counseling. 

“I speak for the entire city when I say 
our hearts go out to each of those laid off,” 
DeWitt said. “They are our neighbors, 
and we are here to help them through the 
difficult financial transition.”

DeWitt said the best thing Williamsburg 
residents and students can do to bolster the 
local economy is stay in Williamsburg.

“If you want to help stimulate your city’s 
economy at this point, when you go out to 
shop and eat, shop and eat in Williamsburg,” 
DeWitt said.

Despite the layoffs, Campbell said 
that holiday traditions, such as the Grand 
Illumination, will still take place.

“We have the entire program for the 
holidays still in place until the end of the 
year. We do not anticipate a measurable 
impact on guest numbers this coming 
season,” Campbell said. “Expect our 
yearly activities to still occur despite the 
changes.”

CW to 
cut 140 
positions

Residents 
say no to 
4-person 
ordinance

By anne fosteR
Flat Hat Staf f Writer

Veteran’s Day this year was 
marked by mock warfare in the 
Sunken Garden.

The College of William and 
Mary’s Veteran’s Society partnered 
with the ROTC program to sponsor 
events Sunday in honor of Veteran’s 
Day.

Several other military organiza-
tions, such as the American Legion 

and the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
took part in the festivities, including 
performances by a cappella group 
Passing Notes and the Queen’s 
Guard — and a paintball tourna-
ment.

Lance Zaal ’09, a member of the 
Veteran’s Society who served in the 
Marine Corps Infantry from 2002 to 
2006, petitioned the Student Assem-
bly to fund the paintball tournament.

Zaal said that he came up with 
the idea of paintball when he heard 

about a paintball fundraiser for the 
Wounded Warriors Project, a vet-
eran’s organization. He hoped that 
would be a “more inclusive” activity 
that would draw students to the fes-
tivities.

“It’s all about bringing people out 
to celebrate,” Zaal said.

Emily Johnson ’09, the detach-
ment leader of the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary at the College, said that 

For Veteran’s Day, paintball

Repeating the miracle:
Tribe aims for CAA finals

SEE BACK PAGE

Community members 
voice concerns at City
Council work session

courtesy graphic — stacey-rae simcox

The class attends a virtual lecture in Second Life.

See 3-peRson page 2

caitlin fairchild — the flat hat

A student plays paintball Sunday in the Sunken Garden as part of Veteran’s Day activities, sponsored by the Veteran’s Society.

confusion corner
Friends can come from
the darndest places
SEE PAGE 5

By sam sutton and
isshin teshima

The Flat Hat

Jacob Nisbet ’10 was known by his 
friends as a nice guy who could start a 
conversation at any time, as someone 
who was always there for his friends 
and up for meeting new people. 

“He was the kind of person who 
was super friendly and not afraid to 
approach people,” Nisbet’s friend Liz 
Pedraja ’09 said. 

Last Thursday morning, after a 
nearly year-long battle with lymphoma, 
Nisbet passed away at the age of 20.

In an e-mail Friday to students from 
Interim Vice President for Student Af-
fairs Ginger Ambler ’88 Ph.D ’06, Nis-
bet’s mother, Carmen Torres-Nisbet, 
described her son’s love for the Col-
lege of William and Mary. 

“Jacob has excelled in all aspects 
of his life … school, church, sports, 
music, college,” Torres-Nisbet said. 
“He really loved William and Mary so 
much. He enjoyed his amazing profes-
sors and making wonderful friends. 
His main goal was to come back, 
though that wasn’t to be.”

After graduating as the class vale-
dictorian from Phoebus High School 

in Hampton, Va., 
Nisbet became 
highly involved at 
the College. In ad-
dition to focusing 
on a major in soci-
ology, Nisbet was 
a member of the 
Virginia Legacy 
Club Soccer team 
in Williamsburg.

According to his friend, West Point 
Academy Cadet Zachary Fenn, Nisbet 
had been struggling with his illness 
for the past year but did not allow it to 
impact his friendships.

“He was always a friend, always 
there if you needed him,” Fenn said. 
“I’ll definitely miss him.”

In response to Nisbet’s illness, 
Fenn and other friends of Nisbet’s or-

ganized a golf tournament that took 
place early last summer to help raise 
money for his treatment. The tourna-
ment quickly filled up and raised over 
$22,000, Fenn said.

“[The tournament] was about 
showing him there were people be-
hind him,” Fenn said. “It was about 
support.”

Pedraja reminisced about the first 
time she met Nisbet.

“It was past 2 a.m., and I was walk-
ing past the UC,” Pedraja said. “He 
called out to me randomly and began 
a conversation that lasted almost an 
hour. I think I spent most of the time 
laughing at all the ridiculous things he 
said.”

She also recalled that this individual 

Friends remember Jacob Nisbet ’10
Junior passed away Thursday
after long battle with cancer

See nisBet page 2

See veteRans page 2

Internet law class turns to virtual reality

Nisbet ’10
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By adam leRneR
Flat Hat Staf f Writer

On Oct. 10, no one showed up to law 
professor Stacey-Rae Simcox’s class-
room, but the lecture went on anyway.

Simcox was not lecturing to an empty 
classroom but instead leading the first-ev-
er virtual class at the College of William 
and Mary. The class on internet law was 
hosted by Second Life, an online world 
where “residents” can do most anything 
that can be done in real life and more.

Students logged into Second Life 
from wherever they found themselves on 
the Friday before fall break. Some were 
at home in Williamsburg, some were 
out of state, and some were even out of 

See second life page 3

maral noori-moghaddam — the flat hat

Williamsburg resident Suzanne Dell said the 
city is becoming crowded with renters at the 
City Council work session yesterday afternoon.

SEE PAGE 5 Contending
with the
credit
crunch



Saturday, Nov. 1 — An 18 -year-old male was arrested 
on the 200 block of New Hope Rd. for allegedly being 
drunk in public and for alleged underage possession.

— A 23-year-old female was arrested on Airport Road 
for allegedly driving under the influence.

Sunday, Nov. 2 — A 31-year-old female was arrested 
on Penniman Road for allegedly driving with a suspended 
license.

— A 34-year-old female was arrested on the 1200 block 
of Richmond Rd. for allegedly being drunk in public.

Monday, Nov. 3 — A 39-year-old male was arrested 
on the 400 block of N. Boundary St. for allegedly being 
drunk in public.

Wednesday, Nov. 5 — A 28-year-old male was arrested 
on the 100 block of Ukrop Way for allegedly driving with a 
suspended license.

Thursday, Nov. 6 — A 32-year-old male was arrested 
on the 1200 block of Richmond Rd. for alleged possession 
of marijuana and littering.

Friday, Nov. 7 — A 31-year-old male was arrested on 
Waller Mill Road for allegedly driving under the influence.

— compiled by Bertel King, Jr.
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City PoliCe Beat

“They should offer Animal 
Behavior in the spring.”

Leanne Piña ’10

Source: www.weather.com

If you could create a class for the College to offer, what would it be? 
Street Beat
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“EMT classes. It’d be a great, 
very useful life skill to have for a 
lot of students.”

Thomas Chappell ’11

“Welsh.”

Meredith Farnham ’12
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Event on Sunken Garden featured attractions
from armed services groups on campus

“A class on Lost, the television 
show. I would so take that in a 
heartbeat.” 

Austin Journey  ’11
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News in brief
Williamsburg police increase crosswalk patrols

Williamsburg Police will be increasing patrols at city crosswalks 
over the next two weeks, according to the Daily Press. Police will 
be at the confusion corner crosswalks, or the area where Richmond 
Road, Jamestown Road, and Boundary Street meet, from Nov. 3 
through Nov. 15, according to city spokesperson Kate Hoving. 
Police will also patrol crossing areas east of the 1200 block of 
Richmond Rd. and north of Rolfe Road on Jamestown Road. Police 
officers have reported no major incidents thus far and are hoping 
the increased patrols will keep it that way. 

Veterans celebrate with paintball

who was nice enough to make friends with 
complete strangers amazed her.

“I remember being completely awed that he 
was able to just start a new conversation with 
someone he didn’t know at all,” Pedraja said.

Kyle Clinch ’10, a high school classmate of 
Nisbet’s, described him as a truly kind person.

“He was a really nice guy,” Clinch said. 
“That’s basically his defining attribute. He was 
just really nice.”

A memorial service for Nisbet took place 
last night at the Berceuse Funeral and Crema-
tion Traditions in Hampton. A funeral service 
is scheduled for this morning.

Nisbet is survived by his mother and father, 
Carmen Torres-Nisbet and Edward J. Nisbet, 
as well as his older brother, Jonathan.

By the Numbers

17,987

20
The number of “Peanuts” digital shorts, based on the classic comic 
strips, released online.

The readership of “Peanuts.”  The comic strip has been printed in 
over 75 countries, and was being syndicated by 2,600 newspapers 
at the height of its readership.
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Tribe jumps into football top 25
 by Andrew Pike
The College of William and Mary is back in the top 25 for the 
first time since 2005. The Tribe is ranked 23rd in both The 
Sports Network’s latest FCS Top-25 college football poll and the 
FCS Coaches Poll, which were released Monday.

AAA reviews Code of Ethics about secret research

The American Anthropological Association plans to undergo an 
extensive review of their Code of Ethics over the next three years, 
according to a press release. In the last year, a debate has arisen 
over rules relating to secret research and government work in war 
zones, but the review will cover the entire set of rules. “The new 
code is subject to approval by the Executive Board before being 
submitted for approval to the AAA membership by e-mail ballot,” 
the release reads. The consultation period should last at least six 
months and will be followed by a report to the Executive Board by 
Nov. 15, 2010. 

  — by Bertel King, Jr.

the festivities provided an opportunity 
for students from different military ser-
vices on campus to come together and 
gave them a chance to make their pres-
ence known on campus. The American 
Legion, an organization for veterans who 
served during a time of war, reported that 
they gained several new members at the 
event.

“I’m just happy to see all of these peo-
ple out here,” said Andrew Welch ’07, the 
campus liaison for the Coast Guard Aux-
iliary.

The event drew some controversy 
within the SA as to whether or not it was 
appropriate to commemorate Veteran’s 
Day with a paintball competition. Howev-
er, attendees noted that the paintball event 
served as a means to attract students. 
Johnson said that although paintball was 
the “main attraction,” it was not the center 

of the celebration.
“I came out to play paintball,” Dave Gem-

mill ’09 said. “The awareness is an added 
bonus.”

Despite the paintball tournament, atten-
dance was lower than expected. 

Zaal said that the event was less unified 
than he had envisioned. Many students 
came to play paintball, but some of the other 
attractions were not as well attended. one 
paintball team said that they did not know 
about the other veteran’s activities going on 
until they came to play.

“I wanted everyone to visit every sta-
tion,” Zaal said. “[I wanted students] to talk 
to Hispanic veterans and Korean veterans.” 

However, both Johnson and Zaal think 
this Sunday’s event was a step in the right 
direction.

“I’m honestly asking for suggestions 
from the student community,” Zaal said. 
“Even if three people learn more about … 
veterans, then this event is a success.”

7

turn a bedroom into a fam-
ily room,” she said. “Why do we 
have to do the 24 hours notice, 
and what can we do to fix that?”

In response, Workman said, 
“This is a voluntary program, so 
we can set the terms of it. I think 
that the 24 hours came from both 
a concern on the part of the Stu-
dent Assembly members who 
were involved in the discussion 
that someone doesn’t just show 
up and knock on their door and 
demand to come in.”

Several Williamsburg resi-
dents voiced their opinions on the 
business before the City Council 
at the beginning and end of the 
meeting. The resident reactions 
to the potential revisions were 
overwhelmingly negative.

“I’m in full support of the 
three-person rule,” Williamsburg 
resident and president of the 
Woodlands Homeowners Asso-
ciation Donald Brady said. 

According to Brady, students 
at the College often live in viola-
tion of the three-person rule.

other citizens were concerned 
with the potential increase in cars 
parked on Williamsburg streets.

“When you add the rental 

homes to the long list of homes 
without any place to park, no 
driveway, no off-street parking, 
it gets very crowded there,” 
Williamsburg resident Suzanne 
Dell said.

Dell said residents should have 
oversight with potential changes 
to the three-person rule.

“I also have read articles in 
the [Virginia] Gazette and in The 
Flat Hat regarding the students’ 
unhappiness that the city will not 
allow more students to a rental 
home,” Dell said. “I appreciate 
their concerns … However, I 
believe that helping the students 
opt-out of College housing is not 
the job of [the City] Council.”

Dell said students’ issues with 
on-campus housing and the lack 
of rental homes should be dis-
cussed between students and the 
College, and between the College 
and Williamsburg residents.

Dell was also opposed to polic-
ing student renters herself — the 
proposal stipulates that inspec-
tions can be performed upon 
complaints from neighbors.

“I cannot be a founded com-
plainant,” Dell said. “We are from 
the South. We are too polite.”

Not everyone who spoke was 
against modifying the rule.

“There are only two things I’m 
concerned about, and that’s park-
ing and parties,” Williamsburg 
resident Terrence Wehle ’77 said. 
“We’re not really talking about 
occupancy, because you can have 
parties with three people. I really 
probably wouldn’t mind if there 
were four students next door to 
me if there were no parties.”

The majority of those who 
spoke, however, made their dis-
pleasure with the possible revi-
sions clear.

“I want the right to influence 
the outcome of these delibera-
tions,” Dell said. “I don’t want 
[the City] Council to contemplate 

altering the three-person rule on 
Indian Springs [Road] without 
the approval of all the home-own-
ers who live there. I think all the 
city neighborhoods should have 
that right.”

The City Council will decide 
whether to send the proposal 
to the Williamsburg Planning 
Commission for deliberation 
Thursday at their 2 p.m. meeting 
in the Stryker building. Accord-
ing to City Manager Jack Tuttle, 
the commission could return the 
proposal, with or without recom-
mendation, to the City Council 
as soon as February or as late as 
April of next year.

Nisbet 
remembered 
for humor, 
friendliness

City Council work session debates 3-person rule

NISBET from page 1

3-PERSON from page 1

VETERANS from page 1

355 million

The total number of “Peanuts” strips published.  Robert Thompson, 
professor of television and popular culture at Syracuse University, 
calls the comic “arguably the longest story ever told by one human 
being.”

— by Ameya Jammi
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“Peanuts” rank in the list of greatest comics of the 20th century, 
according to The Comics Journal in 1999. “Krazy Kat” topped 
the list. Snoopy and Charlie Brown were also ranked 8th on TV 
Guide’s  Top 50 Greatest Cartoon Characters of All Time in 2002.

2nd

The amount of time the musical “you’re a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown” ran in New york City (from 1967 to 1971.) It was revived for 
Broadway in 1999 and adapted for television on two occasions.  
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City Council members Clyde Haulman, Jeanne Zeidler and Bobby Braxton.
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Banner allows 
students, faculty to 
reside in U.S.S.R.

the country, but by 10 a.m. local 
time all of the students had guid-
ed their avatars to a virtual class-
room in East Carolina University.

The class was held at ECU’s 
virtual campus because the Col-
lege does not have its own.

After completing an introduc-
tory class to create their virtual 
identities and familiarize them-
selves with the virtual environ-
ment, the students jumped right 
into the material, which appro-
priately reflected the medium in 
which it was taught — the legal 
implications of virtual crime.

“Can the laws we currently 
have on the books adequately 
deal with these crimes, or do we 
need new laws to address this is-
sue?” Simcox asked. 

According to Simcox, Second 
Life helps demonstrate online le-
gal disputes while a presenting 
the legal issues themselves, es-
pecially in regard to what consti-
tutes “harm” to an avatar.

“People can spend a good deal 
of time and energy creating these 
virtual representations of them-
selves. Is it murder to terminate 
this application?” Simcox asked. 
“Those were the words used last 
week when a woman in Japan 
killed her virtual husband’s ava-
tar.”

Murder is not the only virtual 
vice.

“Is adultery in Second Life re-
ally adultery?” Simcox added.

According to Simcox, as more 
companies allowing employees to 
telecommute to work to cut costs, 
programs like Second Life will 
require lawyers to re-think how 
preexisting legal thought can or 
cannot apply to real-life problems 
of the online world.

Although she had been 
introduced to Second Life before, 
Simcox did not think to hold class 
in Second Life until students in her 
summer school session prompted 
her to action. To make her virtual 
class a reality, Simcox contacted 
the Information Technology staff, 
which helped set up the hardware 
and software  to make class 
in Second Life flow smoothly. 
Nevertheless, some students still 
ran into glitches.

 “For the class, the voice com-
munication feature would have 
been great, but my borrowed 
microphone didn’t work,” Neal 
Hoffman J.D. ’09 said. “So if you 
have to type thoughts, as I did, 
the program became a bit less 
easy to use.”

Despite the minor glitches, 
Hoffman and other students 
found a unique benefit from com-
municating in Second Life.

 “Second Life also allowed stu-
dents to type comments as other 
people spoke, so everyone could 
share their thoughts without 
having to wait to be called on to 
speak,” Kaila Gregory J.D. ’09 
said. “I think that these features 
created a more lively class discus-
sion.”

Professor Simcox agreed.
“I did not find it distracting, 

but interesting — I think it added 
a new dimension to the [class].” 

If offered the chance to take 
another class in Second Life, stu-
dents would only do so condition-
ally.

“It was certainly nice to be at 
home, but I’d probably only take 
it if I didn’t have a string of class-
es in a row so that I could stay at 
home. Otherwise, it’d really de-
pend on the class,” Hoffman said. 
“After all, class is really the same 
no matter where and in what me-
dium.”

Gregory was less keen on the 
idea.

“Although more people par-
ticipated in the class discussion, 
it was strange to participate 
while sitting alone, unable to see 
the people you are talking with,” 
Gregory said. “I do think that 
Second Life classes could be a 
useful change of pace, mixed in 
with class sessions held in the 
real world.”

Simcox said she plans to teach 

more classes in Second Life and 
to use it to perform outreach 
to military veterans for the law 
school’s forthcoming Veterans 
Benefits Clinic.

As for the future of Second Life 
at the rest of the College, Simcox 
notes that some schools, includ-
ing Harvard University, have al-
ready created their own “islands” 
to serve as educational centers in 
Second Life.

Professors at other universi-
ties have also taught classes in 
Second Life in disciplines ranging 
from economics to physics. Sim-
cox sees potential for the College 
to offer similar classes: anthropol-
ogy students could explore ar-
chaeological digs at Giza, art his-
tory students could analyze the 
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel and 
astronomy students could attend 
class on the moon.

“There are possible uses for 
the entire campus,” Simcox said. 
“I gave a presentation to main 
campus faculty last week and 
took them to a number of places 
in Second Life.”

Law school class meets virtually

By ANNE FOSTER
Flat Hat Staff Writer

When new students and 
employees at the College of 
William and Mary submit their 
address information, according 
to the Banner self-service pag-
es, they could still reside in the 
United Soviet Socialist Republic 
— which dissolved in 1991.

According to Berni Kenney, 
the director of enterprise in-
formation systems at IT, when 
the system was last updated its 
overseers had to make sure that 
all possible countries were on 

the list. She pointed out that Rus-
sia, in addition to the U.S.S.R., is 
an option on the Banner address 
page.  

“Now we need to ask our-
selves, ‘do we need it anymore?’” 
Kenney said.

Information Technology will 
examine school records to see if 
any former students or employ-
ees have listed the U.S.S.R. as 
their address. If so, Kenney said, 
then the U.S.S.R. will remain as 
an option on the Banner webpage 
“for as long as we need to keep 
that historical data” — which is 
most likely forever.

SECOND LIFE from page 1

COURTESY PHOTO — STACEY-RAE SIMCOX

Virtual program Second Life is being used to teach a law class at the College.
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By Vicky chao, Flat hat car toonist

White vote leaves GOP in the minority

The Republican party needs to take a long hard look in the 
mirror and decide for itself what it likes and what it can afford 
to change. One thing has become clear: It cannot continue on 
as the party that it has become and expect to win.

In this year’s epic election, there was a noticeable trend: 
The country has turned blue. Even fire-red states, such as 
Indiana and our own Virginia, couldn’t resist embracing 
the changing tide. Many people credit this change to the 
struggling economy, but the core 
of the matter is even simpler: While 
Republicans were appealing only 
to their base, the Democrats were 
embracing everyone.

Sen. John McCain managed to 
come out of this election with 20 
states under his belt. A quick glance at these states shows 
that McCain was strong in southern states and midwestern 
states with low populations. These were all states that Pres. 
George W. Bush won in 2004; McCain failed to carry a single 
battleground state. The GOP has managed to hold onto its 
base at the cost of everyone else.

First, look at their campaign tactics. During this election, 
Sen. Barack Obama was portrayed as a Muslim by the 
right (not necessarily the party, though it did a poor job of 
rebutting the claims) because they knew this would strike 
fear into the hearts of many Americans and gain easy votes. 
They were willing to alienate Muslims in the process and 
give Democrats another voting block. The party had no 
problem portraying Obama as a terrorist and socialist in the 
same hopes of scaring voters. While this rallied the base, the 

election results showed that America was tired of the politics 
of fear.

Next, look at the color of GOP rallies. McCain’s campaign 
events drew largely white crowds. You could expect to see 
anything from cowboy hats and tractors to orange caps 
and motorcycles. While there is nothing wrong with that 
demographic, it is just that: A single demographic. Hispanics, 
traditional supporters of the Republican party, went blue this 
year. Black voters went blue as they typically do. Minorities 
as a whole flocked to the Democratic side. Bush assembled 
an ethnically diverse cabinet, but not even the Republicans 
talked about it. They gave up on the minority vote, and the 
minority vote gave up on them.

If the Republican party wants to remain a prominent 
national party, it cannot afford to let this happen again. 

Minorities are becoming a larger 
percentage of the population with 
each passing year. Within decades, 
minorities will comprise 50 percent of 
the population, and no party will be able 
to win with the white vote alone. The 
Republican party was originally the party 

that stood up for civil rights, but there are very few minority 
Republican congressmen. We live in a diverse nation, and the 
party in power should reflect the nation it leads.

We should vote based on the issues particular to each 
election, but that’s not the way the majority of the electorate 
works. When it’s time to cast a ballot, most voters base their 
votes on party affiliation. Independents and other voters who 
do not vote exclusively on party lines — the people who 
decide the election — often make their decisions based on 
the tone of both campaigns. What sounds more appealing to 
you, the message of hope or the tactics of division and fear? 
What better reflects America — a mixed crowd or one that 
is snow white? If the GOP wants to come back in 2012, it will 
have to extend its arms to everyone.

Bertel King, Jr. is a freshman at the College.
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Go Tribe!
Saturday at the College usually finds students packed into Swem, not 

the stands at Zable Stadium. If ever there were a time to reverse that 
practice, though, it’s now. After a couple of disappointing seasons, 

Tribe football is once again putting on an exciting show. Let’s be honest: 
No one comes to the College just to watch its football team (or the 
basketball team, for that matter), but  anyone can rally around victory. 

And right now, the Tribe has lined up a good string of them. An 
impressive 7-2 season so far places the team at number 12 in the nation, 
according to the Sports Network rankings released yesterday. Behind 
the strength of senior quarterback Jake Phillips, star freshman tailback 
Jonathan Grimes and the league’s highest-gaining  offense, the College 
is creating a buzz around the program that hasn’t been seen since the 
team’s 2004 run to the national semifinals.

The Tribe, with its 5-1 record in the CAA, is a strong team in an equally 
strong conference. That means the next two games against the Dukes 
and the Spiders will determine whether the College advances to the 
playoffs. For a senior class that is experiencing its first winning year, 
the postseason lies just one win away. They need fans in the stands in 
Harrisonburg this weekend. They need an overflowing student section 
here at home Nov. 22 for the season finale. We hear success is pretty 
popular around here, so put the books aside for a few hours and make 
yourself a part of it. 

I believe in giving credit where credit 
is due, and this week it belongs to the 
College of William and Mary Student 
Assembly.

The reasons are twofold. The 
first is the incredible grassroots 
movement to register students to vote 
in Williamsburg. The second is the 
improvement in town-gown relations and 
the progress that has been made on the 
front of three-person housing, the most 
blatant form of discrimination that I have 
seen in my four years here.

Just as a quick reminder, the SA 
has been working tirelessly for the 
past several years — ever since David 
Sievers ’07 lost his bid for City Council 
in 2006 — to register students to vote, 
having realized that it was most likely 
the only way to reverse the city’s 
discriminatory policies. In the lead-up to 
this year’s presidential election, nearly 

2,400 students had registered to vote in 
Williamsburg. 

This past Nov. 4, history was made 
in the United States, but it was also 
made in Williamsburg as students voted 
alongside city residents for the first 
time. Then there were the SA members 
themselves, many of whom woke before 
dawn to staff polling stations, provide 
shuttle service from the Sadler Center 
for those who only had a short break 
in their day and to ensure that students 
did not find themselves suddenly 
disenfranchised when they reached the 
South Boundary Street Williamsburg 
Community Building. 

Some people, including a columnist 
for the Virginia Informer, have decried 
the SA’s efforts on voter registration and 
Election Day shuttles, not to mention 
free hot apple cider at polling stations. I 
can understand the apple cider (it wasn’t 
very good), and maybe even the rides 
to polling stations (at least they weren’t 
limousines), but the voter registration 
efforts of the SA were its greatest 
accomplishment of the last four years. 
It will have a profound impact on town-
gown relations.  

Arguments against voter registration 
hold little merit in principle because they 
are based entirely on politics, advanced 
by Republicans and Libertarians who 
knew that a high student turnout in 
Virginia would help swing the state to 
Sen. Barack Obama. How else do you 
explain angrily denouncing attempts to 
get citizens interested in shaping the 
affairs of the community or the nation? 

Isn’t that the whole point of an election?
The SA lost the voter battle last 

semester with Matt Beato’s ’09 City 
Council loss, but it won the war this 
semester on Nov. 4. SA President 
Valerie Hopkins ’09 called the student 
turnout “exceedingly high.” Of course, 
a large part of this was the presence of 
a presidential candidate who appealed 
to college students and to the well-
educated. However, it is difficult to 

imagine a turnout that even compared 
to the one I saw last Tuesday had the 
SA not made it a priority to register 
students to vote.

The second issue is the closely related 
problem of town-gown relations. First, 
let me be perfectly clear. Nobody in 
their right mind thinks the three-person 
housing rule will be abolished. Could 
it be amended this year? Perhaps, and 
hopefully. The important thing for those 
who have been following or working 
on this issue is not that it is changed 
in time for every current student to 
reap the benefits, but rather that future 
generations of students at the College 
can be treated as equals, not as second-
class citizens. It is not a matter of 
convenience; it is one of principle.

That is why regardless of when the 
rule is changed — and it will be changed 
eventually, especially with the voting 
power that students now possess — we 
should be at least somewhat happy with 
what the SA has done this semester. 
Telling the city of Williamsburg to go 
fuck itself will get nothing accomplished. 
Civil conversations and negotiations 
could. For the first time in several years, 

the SA has chosen the right option.
The Flat Hat’s recent editorial on the 

matter was a good portrayal of what 
needs to take place, but, with a new 
City Council election not until next year, 
students should take any change they 
can get, and then work even harder to 
advance those changes. 

Refusing any compromise because it 
does not fit the exact mold that students 
are looking for would only frustrate 
those involved and pass the process on 
to future SA presidents and senators. 
The city has the capability to drag things 
out as long as possible. Any compromise 
it puts on the table should be seriously 
considered.

To be sure, there are still some issues 
with the way that the SA conducts 
its business. Many members are still 
socially insulated from the rest of 
campus. They have done little on alcohol 
policy and student rights and have not 
been able to change a dean’s office that 
tramples on the Greek system like a 
horde of elephants.

But, for a moment at least, the SA 
deserves the respect of its peers.    

Alex Ely is a senior at the College.

Student Assembly bridges gap between students and city

Telling the city of Williamsburg 
to go fuck itself accomplishes 

nothing. Civil conversations and 
negotiations could.

Alex Ely
  Flat Hat cHIEF staFF WrItEr 

The staff editorial represents the opinion of The Flat Hat. The editorial board, which is 
elected by The Flat Hat’s section editors and executive staff, consists of Austin Wright, 
Jeff Dooley, Alice Hahn, Brian Mahoney and Andy Peters.

Yes, we will
To the Editor:

While I didn’t have a real problem 
with The Flat Hat’s Nov. 7 column 
“Students Can Now Only Wait for 
Change,” I don’t want our community 
to get the wrong idea about this whole 
idea of change. There can be no rest 
from the work of social transformation.

As an engaged community, we 
cannot let our new president-elect 
monopolize this idea of change. I don’t 
think he wants that either. Sen. Barack 
Obama’s election is not the end of a 
movement, but rather the beginning.

Simply put, Obama cannot be the 
change of our generation; instead, we 
should be the generation of change. 
This idea of positive social progress 
is too big for one campaign, for one 
election, for one president. As the 
university with the most international 
service experiences in the country, we 

find ourselves obsessed with ideas of 
empowerment and sustainability. Now, 
we must apply those same questions to 
our own society.

Creating social change will not meet 
the standards of sustainability if we 
adopt a dependency on public figures, 
no matter how inspiring they may be, 
and an all-we-can-do-is-wait mentality. 
We, as a country, have voted for change; 
now is our time, more than ever before, 
to intensify our struggle for justice and 
heighten our cry for equality. Through 
groups like the Virginia Organizing 
Project, we, as students, can continue 
to demand these very things from all 
levels of government and society.

Last Tuesday was not an end. Rather 
the spark to begin a new movement, 
and our generation must accept the call. 

Yes, we can. Yes, we did. And, most 
importantly: Yes, we will. 

 — Nik Belanger ’10

lEttEr to tHE EdItor

Paintball disrespects vets
Today is Veterans Day. 90 years ago this morning, Germany signed 

the armistice ending World War I, a conflict that swallowed an 
entire generation of young men. Every year, bells chime across 

the country to commemorate the close of the war to end all wars. At the 
College, students played paintball. 

We’d appreciate the irony if we didn’t find the event so tasteless. Still, 
we understand the authority to hold the games rests with their organizers 
and not with officials of the College or the Student Assembly. Both were 
right to allow them to proceed. 

In fairness, the College’s Veterans Society created and sponsored 
the event, a fact that lends a modicum of legitimacy to the choice of 
entertainment. Lance Zaal ’09, the society’s president, indicated that 
he hoped the games would attract students to the other, more thought-
provoking displays and presentations they’d assembled. 

But regardless of the intended end, to use paintball as a means to 
achieve it still smacks of disrespect. Simulating war for the sport of it 
discounts the reality and finality of death, and no one who has risked his 
or her life defending this country deserves to see that service mocked by 
a bunch of college kids who find pleasure in a fantasy of war.



I feel a little silly about how long it’s taken 
me to get more involved on campus — how 
long I spent wandering around campus 
feeling sorry for myself and wondering why 
I felt so disjointed, so much like the odd man 
out. Now, I’m amazed that I thought it was 
just going to happen on its own without any 
effort on my part. But think about it — it’s 
just a question of  logic. 

Where am I more likely to meet people 
who like reading and writing and talking 
about old books or movies: sulking alone at 
the Marketplace watching “The Office” on 
my computer, or sitting in on a guest lecture 
by Irish author Mary Morrissey in Tucker 
Hall surrounded by a room full of potential 
English majors? 

It happened on a Friday night. I’d planned 
to attend a reading from Morrissey’s novel, 
“Mother of Pearl,” because I’d enjoyed her 
lecture — and also because it was the best 
excuse I’d found since Convocation to wear 

a dress and put on a little makeup. I brought 
my laptop to Aromas beforehand, thinking 
I’d write a little bit and indulge in an attempt 
to act über-literary. I had learned a little 
bit about Morrissey’s writing style from 
her guest lecture a few hours earlier, and I 
wanted to put some of her tips into practice. 

Of course, as is always the case when I try 
to write in cafes, I got distracted. I spent a 
good 20 minutes watching an amorous young 
couple sharing one huge plate of salad — 
they used the same fork, sharing it between 
the two of them. I love people-watching; it’s 
an activity best accomplished while alone.

I was the first to arrive at the theater. I 
figured I’d try for even more bookishness 
and whip out my laptop to write while waiting 
for Morrissey to appear. By the time the 
small auditorium was filled to about one-third 
capacity, I noticed it was generally populated 
by the girls whom I’d seen at the author’s 
lecture several hours ago. A cluster of them 
sat behind me and my trusty Dell. I continued 
tapping away on my keyboard, paying no 
attention until I heard one of them speak:

“I saw ‘The Red Shoes’ last night. You 
know; that old movie about the ballet dancer? 
I forgot how incredibly sad that movie is!” 

Her classmate interrupted her. 
“Can someone tell me what the name of 

the woman from ‘Psycho’ was? I’ve been 
trying to think of her name all day and I 
can’t. Do you remember it?”

“Janet Leigh,” I thought immediately.
“Tippi Hedren, wasn’t it?” 
“No, that’s ‘The Birds.’ Come on, think hard.”
“I was never much of a Hitchcock fan. I’m 

more of a Cary Grant, Jimmy Stewart girl.”
“It’s going to bother me all night if I don’t 

figure it out.”
I turned around slowly in my seat, my 

fingers digging into the wooden backing. I 
gazed at the two girls as if they weren’t quite 
real, a mirage.

“Are you talking about Janet Leigh?”
One of them smacked her forehead. 

“Janet Leigh! Thank you.”
After the reading, the three of us 

congregated at Aromas again. We sat and 
drank coffee smoothies and ate biscotti 
until closing. By the end of the Jens Lekman 
concert the next day (we’d discovered a 
unifying love of the Swedish crooner) we 
were friends on Facebook and making future 

Part of being a responsible sexual adult is being ready 
for any hookup that you might have. You never know when 
the opportunity for hot, passionate sex may arise, so it’s 
best to always be prepared.

The first half of sexual preparedness is knowing 
yourself. At the most basic level, you need to figure out 
what your sexual identity is. From there, it’s useful to 
discover personal preferences. Do you like having your 
ass smacked? Or would you prefer to be caressed softly for 
20-40 minutes? Maybe you’d like hot oil drizzled down your 
breasts? Or perhaps a nice, warm enema is what does it for 
you. 

Knowing yourself, in addition to the mental and turn-on 
aspects described above, includes being in tune with your 
body. Regular STI testing and pelvic exams are essential. 
If you believe you are mature enough to engage in sexual 
acts, you should be conscientious and smart enough to 
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Credit Crash Course

Be prepared: Not just 
for Boy Scouts

Friendship found through Irish lit., Hitchcock
Behind Closed doorsConfusion Corner
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By alex ely
Flat Hat Chief Staff Writer

Marissa Bonhomme ’10, 
from Reston, Va., pays for 
her meals, books, parking 

tickets and other expenses with her 
own money. She has worked for her 
mother’s IT and Telecom consulting 
firm in Northern Virginia over 
summer breaks, and at Williamsburg 
Prime Outlets during the school year. 
Like many students, she watched 
the nation’s financial crisis develop, 
wondering how it might affect her and 
her peers. 

Recently, she found out. 
Bonhomme, who uses her debit 

card almost exclusively, was charged 
about $700 in overdraft fees after a 
check she deposited into her account 
took several days to process. While 
some banks only charge a percentage 
of each purchase as a fee, her bank, 
Suntrust, charged her $35 each time 
she used her card. 

“They never told me 
the card was overdrafting, and 
the overdraft protection on my savings 
account didn’t even work,” she said.

She is not alone. Nationwide, 
overdraft and ATM fees are on the rise as 
financial institutions struggle with heavy 
losses. According to the Associated 
Press, the average fee for using another 
bank’s ATM has risen to $3.43, a 13 
percent increase from last year. 

Many other students at the College 
of William and Mary have also been 
affected. In a recent survey on debit 
and credit card usage conducted by 
The Flat Hat, 20 percent of students 
that reported having overdrafted on 
their checking account also reported 
that their fees have increased over 
the past three months. One student 
complained that he was never informed 
by the bank about the overdrafts on his 

account. Another respondent 
wrote that a bank had not fixed a 
glaring problem with his or her 
account, despite repeated attempts to 
contact the bank.

Christina Scott ’11 has a similar 
story. Last week, she was told that she 
overdrafted on her checking account by 
$100, and had to pay a fee of similar cost 
to her local bank in New Jersey. Scott 
said that part of the problem was that she 
spends personal money for philanthropy 
events run by her sorority, Kappa Alpha 
Theta, and then is slowly reimbursed. 
Many other students at the College also 
use personal funds for expenditures on 
behalf of student organizations, making 
checking account overdrafts more likely 
if a student is not careful. Often, these 

horror stories 
can be avoided by 

doing careful research and keeping 
a watchful eye on account balances, 
but it’s not always that easy. For many 
students, credit cards are a convenient 
alternative to risking costly overdraft 
fees from debit cards and checking 
accounts. 

But many banks and creditors, 
once eager to dish out credit cards to 
anyone, are now being more careful. 
In some cases customers are required 
to build up credit before they can 
open or apply for a card. This proves 
difficult for college students because 
establishing good credit scores 
generally means spending responsibly 
for several years and earning a 

consistent income that can be used to 
pay off monthly credit card bills.

“It’s not like credit card companies 
are sending out pamphlets to inform 
students about how things really work,” 
Bonhomme said, adding that she has 
frequently inquired at banks about 
opening a credit card account, but has 
been turned down due to tightening 
standards.

“It used to be that you could use 
your parents’ credit to help improve 
yours, but now you often have to start 
from scratch,” she said. 

Credit scores — which are 
essentially numerical definitions 
provided by credit bureaus of how 
responsible an individual has been 

Finance 101: Credit cards, debit cards and overdrafts 
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in terms of paying bills on time 
and repaying loans. It’s easy to see 
why this is challenging for full-time 
students to do by themselves.

There are still benefits to pos-
sessing and using credit cards, 
in addition to avoiding costly 
overdraft charges from a debit 
and checking account. Respon-
sible credit card users can rack 
up points to help pay off student 
loans, reduce insurance premiums 
in the future, and qualify for better 
loans on cars or mortgages.

But increasing fees and 
interest rates — according to 
MSN Money, the average annual 
percentage rate (APR) has risen 
above 12 percent — put the 
irresponsible spender in greater 
peril than ever, particularly when 
debt continues to accumulate, and 
college students often lack the 
money-making means to pay off 
these debts quickly. 

As one student wrote in The 
Flat Hat’s survey, “The credit 
crisis hasn’t really affected the 
way I spend. I think it’s going to 
play out more for me personally 
once I’m out of college.” 

Responsible spending now 
can ensure that this effect is as 
minimal as possible, at least from 
a credit standpoint.

Part of the problem is the 
number of credit cards that 
many people own. According 
to Bankrate.com, a website 
specializing in financial rates and 
data analysis, most Americans 
carry between five and 10 credit 
cards, and a small number carry 
as many as 50. As companies 
struggle with losses, folks that 
have multiple cards with high 
balances can be deemed of 

“higher risks” to the financial 
institution. One respondent 
wrote that while one of his cards 
started with an 8.9 percent 
interest rate — three points 
lower than the national average 
— it was raised suddenly to 
29.9 percent overnight because 
of the risk assessments of the 
company. 

“This is a common practice for 
credit cards,” the student wrote. 
“Most people don’t know about 
this possibility.”

Here at the College, we seem 
to be doing slightly better with 
credit cards compared to the 
national average. Only four out of 
319 respondents reported having 
more than three credit cards 
listed in their own names, while 40 
percent said they only have one. 
Forty-four percent of respondents 
do not have any credit cards that 
is registered in their own names.

Experts point out that 
maintaining a good credit record 
now is essential to avoiding debt 
and hassle in years to come. 
Creditors will penalize young 
people who close cards too quickly 
because a better offer happens to 
come along. Even today, creditors 
have begun limiting the abilities 
of college students to raise 
their lines of credit based on 
assessments that haven’t proven 
themselves and they don’t have 
full-time incomes.

And what advice do others for  
people to learn from their horror 
stories with debit accounts?

One survey respondent 
advised, “You should teach people 
how to not spend money that they 
don’t have.”

Or, as Bonhomme advised, 
“Keep your money in a sock. It 
might be safer.”
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affects credit industry

Making your SexPack for anytime, anywhere

take care of the physical health aspects. 
Claiming ignorance is not acceptable.

But I think it’s safe to assume that 
most sexually active members of our 
campus are past this first step. If you’re 
not, there’s no shame in that. There are 
many resources on campus to help you 
gain sexual self-awareness. Check out the 
Health Center, the Counseling Center and 
the FISH Bowl. There are a fair number 
of pamphlets about sexual issues in all of 
these places. Additionally, we have many 
organizations on campus committed to 
this end, including Health Outreach Peer 
Educators and Every 2 Minutes.

So what other preparation is really 
necessary? You may be saying to yourself, 
“The beauty of sex is that it’s simple. 
Take two consenting sexual adults and 

put them together. Voila, copulation!” 
That idea is wonderful, but only applies to 
certain sexual circumstances. The sexual 
environment at the College of William 
and Mary brings other factors into play, 
necessitating the presence of more than 
just two sweaty bodies. That’s where the 
SexPack comes in: A collection of items 
that you should have on hand before any 
sexual encounter.

First things first: birth control 
methods. This includes, but is not limited 
to, condoms, diaphragms, Plan B and 
birth control pills. The responsibility for 
having these items rests on you. Your 
body, your safety, your Trojan, ribbed-for-
her-pleasure, banana-flavored, ultra-thin, 
spermicidal-lubricant condoms.

Of course, you’ll need lube. It’s not a 
pretty-sounding word, but let me assure 
you, lube is probably the greatest thing on 

the planet. Lube can help loosen things up 
when partners are nervous, it can allow for 
easier penetration so you can try out new 
sexual positions and, most importantly, 
it can cut friction so that no one’s nether 
regions are on fire in a bad way.

If you live in a dorm — or close-
quarters of any other sort — a stereo or 
television is a thoughtful addition to the 
SexPack. Just because you’re “the man” 
in bed and know how to get your woman 
to say any raunchy thing you want to hear 
doesn’t mean your hallmates need to hear 
the play-by-play as they try to finish that 
Chem take-home.

Sex can be very messy. Lube, sweat, 
semen, vaginal discharge, menstrual 
blood: do any of these things sound like 
the kind of viscous liquids you want to 
sleep in night after night? A change of 
sheets and washable blankets can go a 
long way to maintaining a clean bed. But 
they’re not necessary. A towel and some 
baby wipes will do the job just as well. It 
may be dead sexy to come all over your 
boyfriend’s pecs, but how are you going 
to cuddle afterward without spreading 
“the love?”

There are many other things that can be 
added to the SexPack: water and snacks for 
afterward, sex toys such as handcuffs and 
vibrators, pornography, a camera, etc. But 
the essentials are birth control, lube, sound 
control and clean-up supplies. It may seem 
silly to be so prepared when you don’t 
know if you’ll be “getting any” any time 
soon, but there’s no harm in having these 
things on hand. No one needs to know 
what’s in that duffel bag under your bed. If 
worse comes to worst, the SexPack can be 
used to further part one: knowing thyself.

Maya Horowitz is the Flat Hat sex 
columnist. She wasn’t allowed to be a Boy 
Scout, but still found a use for their motto: 
be prepared.
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Camaraderie proves 
important to college life

unifying love of the Swedish crooner), we were friends on 
Facebook and making  future plans. It was the first weekend I 
stayed out into the early hours of the morning with no partying, 
pretending or self-consciousness involved. 

Today, I’m on my own again, but it’s a different sort of solitude 
— a happy, comfortable, voluntary solitude. There’s a huge 
difference between constantly finding yourself alone by default 
and choosing to be on your own. While the former can feel like 
a prison of your own making, the latter is remarkably liberating 
Strangely enough, this sort of solitude can only come from having 
at least a small circle of friends in your life.

College is about finding out what you need in life to survive 
contentedly, but it’s a balancing act. What I’ve discovered thus 
far is that while I like having my own space in the world, I can’t 
survive alone — a much harder lesson than you would think. 

Zoe Speas is a Confusion Corner columnist. She’s happy to not 
order s’mores for one at Aromas anymore.
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Change in Student Credit Card 
Purchases in Response to Financial Crisis

graphic by pam Snyder — The FlaT haT

The Flat Hat questioned 391 College of William and Mary students online 
between Nov. 4 and Nov. 10. The survey inquired about students’ credit 
and debit card use. The students were randomly selected from a list of 
undergraduates over the age of 18.



freshman running back took 
a draw play up the middle and 
bounced it outside and down the 
left sideline. 

Grimes, who finished with 
130 yards on 16 carries, has 
played so consistently this year 
that his coach is no longer sur-
prised by the freshman’s ac-
complishments.

“Actually, I’m kind of sur-
prised when he doesn’t break a 
few big ones,” Laycock said.

The College came out firing 
at the start of the second half, 

going 76 yards on eight plays. 
Phillips scored on a six-yard 
run, marking the third consecu-
tive game in which the Tribe 
has scored on its opening sec-
ond-half possession.

“We’ve played well in the sec-
ond half,” Laycock said. “All sea-
son long we’ve executed well.”

The Tribe finished off its 
scoring for the game with a 35-
yard field goal by junior Brian 
Pate and Cox’s interception re-
turn.

The Tribe defense, after giv-
ing up 278 yards of offense in 
the first half, clamped down in 

the second, allowing only 79 
yards and one touchdown. Red-
shirt freshman linebacker Jake 
Trantin, filling in for injured se-
nior co-captain Josh Rutter, led 
the Tribe with 13 tackles, 12 of 
them being solo.

With just two games remain-
ing, the Tribe is focused less on 
the overall playoff picture and 
is instead enjoying the oppor-
tunity to be back in the playoff 
hunt.

“We are where we want to be 
right now in control of our own 
destiny,” Phillips said. “It’s nice 
to be back.”

InsIde sPORTs
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What’s on TV?
nfl

Patriots vs. Jets
— 8 p.m. Thursday on NFL Network

By the numbers
“Some people need to check their 
egos at the door and find some 
heart to come out here and play 
hard.”

14
— Jeff Gordon has won at least one 
race in 14 straight seasons, but has 
yet to win in 2008 with one race left.

Sports Editor Andrew Pike
      flathatsports@gmail.com

nba

Celtics vs. Nuggets
— 8 p.m. Friday on ESPN

Sound bytes
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Junior forward Danny Sumner

Tribe prepared for CAA 

Big plays fuel fifth straight win, keep Tribe in playoff race 
GAME STORY from page 8

said. “We’re not worrying about what other teams 
do or what they’re doing, all we know is that we 
have two games left. We’re trying to go 1-0 each 
week and if we take care of that we’ll be just fine.”

Currently tied for second place in the CAA’s 
brutally competitive South Division, the Tribe has 
rocketed into national prominence on the back of its 
impressive five-game conference win streak, a feat 
which eclipses the College’s conference win total 
from the previous two seasons combined. 

The run has put the Tribe in the thick of the 
playoff hunt, and presented the team with three pos-
sibilities heading into its final two games. 

Win its two remaining games and the College 
will likely earn the CAA regular season title and 
ride a top-four seed into the postseason. Win one 
of the two and prepare for a possible home playoff 
game. Lose both games and the team will watch the 
playoffs from home.

The road to the playoffs will be far from easy. 
The College travels to Harrisonburg Saturday 

to take on no. 1 James Madison University in the 
program’s biggest game in four years. A week later, 

no. 7 University of Richmond comes to town in a 
possible postseason play-in game. The Tribe has its 
work cut out for them.

First up will be the 8-1 Dukes and dynamic 
quarterback Rodney Landers. It has been over a 
year since an opposing team went into Bridgeforth 
Stadium and emerged victorious, but a hungry 
Tribe squad will attempt to end that mark.

“We’ve got seven wins. Now we’re trying to get 
number eight and they’re standing in our way,” 
freshman tailback Jonathan Grimes said. “It’s going 
to be a big game.”

In the Tribe’s regular season finale Nov. 22, 
Phillips and fellow captain senior cornerback Derek 
Cox face Richmond on Senior Day. A win will all but 
guarantee a playoff spot regardless of this week’s 
result. However, the Spiders will not go down easily. 
If the Tribe falls to JMU, and Richmond defeats a 4-6 
University of Delaware team Saturday, the contest 
will likely decide the CAA’s final playoff participant.

Nothing is guaranteed. But Phillips and his fellow 
seniors have waited four years for this opportunity.

“We have two games right where we want to be 
and we can be as good as we want to be,” Phillips 
said. “It’s on us now.”

cOMMEnTARY from page 8

What’s returning for the Tribe

The Tribe returns three starters from a team that won 17 games last season. 
Losing Laimis Kisielius and Nathan Mann leaves the Tribe with big holes to 
plug, but junior transfer Sean McCurdy should help fill the void.

starters
Junior guard sean mccurdy — Head Coach 
Tony Shaver calls him one of the quickest ball-
handlers he’s had at the College. Count on him to 
make an immediate impact, driving into the lane 
and finding the open man.
Junior guard David schneider — The two-
year starter will benefit from playing alongside 
McCurdy in the backcourt. He’ll still handle the 
ball a lot, but should have more scoring chances.
Junior forward Danny sumner — Sumner 
exploded onto the conference scene in the 2008 
CAA Tournament. He averaged 15.5 points per 
game throughout and will be expected to deliver 
comparable production this year.
senior forward peter stein — The Tribe’s 
most consistent post defender will once again be 
counted on to hold opposing big men (i.e. ODU’s 
Gerald Lee) in check. He’s improved each year 
he’s been at the College.
senior forward chris Darnell — Showed flash-

es of his ability last year (see game-winner against 
Northeastern University Jan. 16) and provides the 
College with another veteran player. Shaver says 
consistency will be key for Darnell this season.

off the bench
Junior forward alex smith — Should be back 
for the Tribe come Christmas, adding much-need-
ed muscle and energy to the frontcourt.
sophomore forward marcus Kitts — Another 
big body down low for the Tribe. Kitts earned 
more minutes down the stretch and had six re-
bounds in nine minutes against VCU.
freshman guard Kendrix Brown — He’s 
missed a few practices due to a groin injury, but 
Shaver says Brown has quickly adapted to col-
lege basketball. Brown gives the College another 
quick ball-handler.
freshman guard Quinn mcDowell — Shaver 
says McDowell put himself in the Tribe’s top nine 
players thanks to his maturity and versatility.

Breaking down the Tribe’s rotation

The Tribe opens the season on the road 
against a major conference opponent for the third 
consecutive year when it faces Big Ten member 
Penn State University Friday at 6:30 p.m. From 
there, the College plays seven non-conference 
games in a row, including three home games. 

Last season, the Tribe played six of its first 
seven games on the road and won just two of 
those games. This year’s schedule is more bal-
anced and more favorable for the Tribe, keep-
ing the College in Williamsburg for nearly all of 
December.

Its CAA opener with Virginia Commonwealth 
University Dec. 6 will be the first rematch be-
tween two teams that met in the CAA semifinals 
March 9. The Tribe came away with a 56-54 vic-
tory that day. 

“I definitely think [VCU] will be out to get 
us,” junior forward Danny Sumner said. “[Last 
season] we knocked them off. That basically 
[kept] them from going to the [NCAA] tourna-
ment.” 

The Tribe also faces Harvard University in a 
non-conference battle between the country’s two 
oldest colleges Dec. 31 before the Tribe heads 
into the meat of its CAA schedule.

2008-2009 Schedule

Vcu — CAA player of the year Eric Maynor re-
turns for his senior year to lead a young, talented 
Rams squad. Can Maynor’s young teammates like 
guard Joey Rodriguez and forward Larry Sanders 
continue to improve and provide consistent scor-
ing?
northeastern — The Huskies return five starters, 
including preseason first-team all-CAA guard Matt 
Janning. As one of the most experienced teams in 
the conference, Northeastern is tested and ready 
for CAA play.
oDu — The Monarchs have four starters back, 
but graduated two of their top three scorers from 
last year’s team.
George mason — Its top two scorers, Will Thom-
as and Folarin Campbell, graduated after remark-
able four-year careers, leaving senior guards Dre 
Smith and John Vaughan to guide a young team 
through the CAA.

Delaware —Third-year coach Monte Ross’s team 
started hot last season, but fizzled during midsea-
son. Expect them to finish stronger in 2009.
Georgia state — Six major conference transfers 
should give second-year coach Rod Barnes plenty 
of talent. Three returning starters help, too. 
hofstra — The Pride should more closely resem-
ble its 20-win teams between 2004-2007 than last 
year’s 12-18 team.
Jmu — First-year Head Coach Matt Brady (for-
merly of Marist University) inherits a team with 
talent, including four returning starters.
towson — Head Coach Pat Kennedy may finally 
have the pieces in place for his first winning team.
uncw — The Seahawks lost four seniors who av-
eraged double-digits in points last season.
Drexel — A mostly upperclassmen roster should 
give hot-headed Head Coach Bruiser Flint hope for 
more than five CAA wins this year.

CAA at a glance: Team-by-team analysis from first to last

Percentage of Tribe production returning

Kyle mcmahon — the flat hat

Junior safety David Caldwell closes in on Northeastern’s T.J. Jackson.

M
inutes Played

60.2

Points

59.7

3-Pointers M
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45.1 R
ebounds

71.9

A
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59.2

Steals

61.6

— Frustrated Browns running back 
Jamal Lewis following his team’s loss.



By JEFF DOOLEY
Flat Hat Managing Editor

With its 38-17 win over Northeastern University Satur-
day night, the 12th-ranked College of William and Mary 
(7-2, 5-1 CAA) has put itself in a favorable position heading 
into its tough two-game closing schedule.

“It’s neat for us to be back in the mix and to be play-
ing meaningful games in November,” Head Coach Jimmye 
Laycock said. “If you’re a competitor, that’s what you want 
to be doing.”

The win is the Tribe’s fifth straight since falling 38-28 
to Villanova University in the team’s CAA opener. The Col-
lege now sits in a tie for second place in the conference 
standings, as it prepares to face CAA leader and national 
no. 1 James Madison University on the road next, and host 
no. 7 University of Richmond Nov. 22.

Senior quarterback Jake Phillips threw for 217 yards 
and two touchdowns, while rushing for one more. With 
his touchdown throws, he tied and then surpassed Lang 
Campbell ’04 for third on the College’s all-time touchdown 
passes list.

Stealing the show from Phillips, however, was fellow 
captain and senior cornerback Derek Cox, who scored 
touchdowns on a punt return of 89 yards and an intercep-

tion return of 12. Cox’s two-touchdown game was his 
first, he believes, since his sophomore year of high 
school.

“If it wasn’t my sophomore year, then it was Pop 
Warner football,” Cox said.

Cox’s punt return got the scoring started for the 
Tribe, giving the team an early 7-0 lead.

The Huskies stormed back, ripping off a nine-play 
drive that evened the score at 7-7 after running back 
Alex Broomfield punched in a touchdown run from 12 
yards out.

Northeastern then put together another impressive 
drive, but missed a 28-yard field goal. That miscue paved 
the way for the Tribe as senior quarterback Jake Phil-
lips tossed a 3-yard touchdown pass to sophomore full-
back Jimmy Hobson. The score was set up by a 61-yard 
bomb from Phillips to junior wideout D.J. McAulay.

After Northeastern converted a field goal, Phillips 
capped off the first half scoring by throwing a three-
yard touchdown to sophomore receiver Chase Hill off 
a bootleg to his right, giving the College a 21-10 half-
time lead. The four-play scoring drive was highlighted 
by Jonathan Grimes’ 67-yard run, during which the 
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By the numbers — tribe beyond the arc in 2007-2008

Time to look ahead

cOurtEsY  phOtO — W&M spOrts inFOrMatiOn

Junior forward Danny Sumner

KYLE McMahOn — thE FLat hat

Senior quarterback Jake Phillips eludes a Northeastern defensive lineman in the Tribe’s 38-17 romp Saturday night.

See cOMMEntarY page 7See GaME stOrY  page 7

men’s basketball: 
2008-2009 preview

see PaGe 7

257
755 Caa record three-pointers attempted

football: tribe 38, NortheasterN 17

College rolls to fifth consecutive conference victory; critical games at JMU, against Richmond loom large

Caa record three-pointers made

‘Unfinished business’
meN’s basketball PreVieW

by the Numbers
Game stats
RUSHING YARDS
Tribe — 198
NE — 110
PASSING YARDS
Tribe — 217
NE — 247
3RD DOWN CONVERSIONS
Tribe — 3 of 8
NE — 4 of 17

individual stats
PASSING
Jake Phillips — 15 of 22, 217 yards, 
2 touchdowns
RUSHING
Jonathan Grimes — 130 yards
Courtland Marriner — 43 yards
RECEIVING
D.J. McAulay — 3 catches for 96 
yards
Rob Varno — 3 catches for 37 yards

Matt poms
flat hat assoc. sPorts editor

For Tribe, it’s win 
and they’re in

commeNtary

It’s been years since the College of William 
and Mary has even sniffed the postseason. 
Now, after five consecutive wins and a top-15 
national ranking, the Tribe is on the verge of 
its eighth playoff berth in school history. The 
College’s seven wins are the most since 2004, 
when the Tribe last made the playoffs.

“When you have a chance to control your 
own destiny, you can’t ask for anything more 
than that,” senior quarterback Jake Phillips 

By anDrEW piKE
Flat Hat Sports Editor

The College of William and Mary isn’t satisfied with 
its runner-up status.

Eight months after the Tribe’s first-ever CAA cham-
pionship game appearance, the College uses its nine-
point loss to George Mason University as a motivational 
tool for the new season.

“At our first meeting this year, I showed them the 
highlight tape from last year and then I crashed it on 
the wall and said ‘That’s behind us,’” Head Coach Tony 
Shaver said. “The fact is, as exciting as it was for us to 
play in a championship game, we didn’t win it.

“Our theme became unfinished business from that 
moment on.”

Returning to the title game will be no easy task for 
the Tribe in 2009. Northeastern University returns five 
starters, including preseason first-team all-CAA hon-
oree Matt Janning, from last year’s ballclub (14-17, 9-9 
CAA), while Old Dominion University and the Univer-
sity of Delaware each return four starters. Add peren-

nial conference contenders Virginia Commonwealth 
University and George Mason plus an improving Geor-
gia State University program, and it’s easy to see the 
College won’t have any gimme games in the CAA.

“The one thing I’ll tell you about this league is I’d 
say four through 12, you can toss a coin in the air as to 
who’s going to finish fourth and who’s going to finish 
12th,” Shaver said. “It’s absolutely the deepest quality 
of teams of any year I’ve been here. It’s scary.”

The Tribe should find itself right in the middle of 
the CAA once again this season, fighting for a top-four 
finish and a coveted first-round bye in the CAA Tourna-
ment. According to CAA coaches, sports information 
directors and media members, the College — picked 
to finish eighth this season — won’t be a contender 
for a top-four finish. But the College holds little faith 
in the polls, especially considering it returns three 
starters and adds University of Arkansas transfer Sean 
McCurdy. Last year the Tribe finished fifth in the CAA 
after being picked ninth in preseason.

“They haven’t been right the past three years,” Stein 
said. “We ignore that.”

CAA championship game loss still stings Tribe

19’9” 2007-2008 three-point line 
distance from basket

20’9” 2008-2009 three-point line 
distance from basket

cOurtEsY  phOtO — W&M spOrts inFOrMatiOn

Junior guard David Schneider
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