
By sarah mellman
Flat Hat Staf f Writer

While most College of William and Mary 
students returned home to enjoy a relaxing 
weekend with their families and friends this 
Thanksgiving break, some members of the 
College community spent the time off wor-
rying about the safety of family and friends 
abroad in Mumbai, India.

The series of 10 coordinated terrorist at-
tacks that occurred in Mumbai, India’s finan-
cial capital and the second-most populous city 
in the world, began Nov. 26 and did not end 
until Nov. 29 when Indian military forces re-
gained control of the attack sites. Four Amer-
icans were among the 195 people killed.

“My mom told me about the attacks after 
my family called from Mumbai to let us know 
that they were all right,” said Surya Sundar 
’12, who was born in Mumbai and whose 
mother’s family resides there. “Over break 
we just watched the news over and over 
again. [The attacks] were all we talked about 
at Thanksgiving.”

Sundar was relieved to learn that his 

friends in Mumbai are safe, too. 
“They’re just scared and frustrated. Mum-

bai is the target for a lot of attacks, and my 
friends are extremely frustrated by how 
much [the violence] affects their lives,” he 
said. “The terrorists accomplished their goal 

because now everyone in Mumbai is scared, 
scared to leave their homes.”

India is no stranger to violent terrorist at-
tacks. On July 25, at least two people were 
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for VCU, Maynor

Bad economy not stopping CVC giving

By felicia Tsung
Flat Hat Staff Writer

Over the next three years, the College of Wil-
liam and Mary will phase out its graduate psychol-
ogy program.

The move has professors in the department 
worried that cutting the program will have a nega-
tive effect on research, teaching and counseling.

The psychology department announced Tues-
day to students that it will no longer offer the 
Doctorate of Psychology as a part of its program 

and is pulling out of the Virginia 
Consortium Program in Clinical 
Psychology, the collaborative 
program of which the College 
is a part.

The Doctorate of Psychol-
ogy, commonly known as a 
Psy.D., is a professional doctor-
ate developed in 1973 by the 
American Psychological Asso-
ciation as a degree alternative 

for psychologists, distinguishing it from a Ph.D. 
in clinical psychology. The difference between the 
two is mostly found in the method of training as 
the Psy.D. tends to focus on clinical work while 
the Ph.D. tends to emphasize research. 

The College has offered the doctorate as a part 
of a consortium with three other schools: Eastern 
Virginia Medical School, Norfolk State University 
and Old Dominion University. The program re-
ceives about 250 applications each year vying for 
only 10 spots. The first three years of the program 
are spent taking classes on the four different cam-
puses, and the final year is spent working at a paid 

BY THE NUMBERS
$120,000

This year’s CVC goal

$81,577
Amount raised so far

246
College employees who 

have donated so far

$115,113
Amount raised last year

By kevin lipTak
Flat Hat Staff Writer

Some members of the faculty and staff 
at the College of William and Mary aren’t 
letting a national recession stop them from 
making charitable donations to the Com-
monwealth of Virginia Campaign, a fund-
raising effort involving all Virginia state 
employees.

When a College employee donates to the 

CVC, he or she can designate up to four dif-
ferent charities to receive funds. The CVC 
program, which has been donating to chari-
ties since 1997, have a list of nearly 1,300 
local and national organizations for donors 
to choose from on their website.

Nine weeks into this year’s fundraising 
drive, 246 College employees have donated 
$81,577, up from the 171 who had given 
$66,238 at this point in 2007.

Both figures are still short of campaign 

goals set by organizers, who hope to raise 
$120,000 from 350 individuals by the con-
clusion of the drive on Dec. 15. Last year, 
338 College employees donated $115,113.

Interim Vice President for Student Af-
fairs Ginger Ambler ’88 Ph.D ’06, an honor-
ary co-chair of the CVC Leadership Com-
mittee, was pleased with this year’s higher 
participation figures.

“It’s really heartening to see that people 
are giving,” Ambler said. “It shows that our 
community recognizes that when the econ-
omy is in this state people are in greater 
need than ever.”

By maggie reeB
Flat Hat Assoc. News Editor

Students at the College of 
William and Mary may no-
tice an influx of visitors dur-
ing the Jan. 20 Presidential 
Inauguration. Washington’s 
95,000 hotel rooms are full 
— completely booked — and 
now observers are seeking 
available rooms as far away 
as Williamsburg.

The Hilton at the Wash-
ington Dulles International 
Airport, approximately 27 
miles from the capital, has 
no vacancies on Jan. 19.

“[We have been booked] 
I would say maybe three 
months just prior to Election 

Day, so, since August or Sep-
tember,” said Maria, a mem-
ber of the Hilton’s reserva-
tion staff who would not give 
her last name. “Most of the 
hotels in the area are booked 
up.”

Washington Mayor Adrian 
M. Fenty told The New York 
Times that attendance could 
reach 3 million.

This poses a problem for 
the millions of observers 
hoping to attend and hun-
dreds of bands chosen to 
participate in the Inaugura-
tion parade, and many have 
been forced to book rooms 
hours away from the capital. 

courtesy photo — wikipedia

Hundreds of people were held hostage in Mumbai’s Taj Mahal Palace and Tower, a luxury hotel.
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See psychology page 3

Indian students react to Mumbai attacks

See cvc page 3

See hoTels page 4

For news updates over winter break, check flathatnews.com. The Flat Hat will resume printing Friday, Jan. 23.

Faculty say loss of
graduate students

will hinder research

Career Center goes from rags to riches

State employee charity campaign
seeks to raise $120,000

See mumBai page 4

Students’ families safe after 
last week’s terror attacks

Looking for a hotel 
for the Inauguration? 
Try Williamsburg.

Capitol-area hotels sold out, forcing
observers to stay as far as the ’Burg

By mike crump
Flat Hat Assoc. News Editor

A former College of William and 
Mary student has donated $6 mil-
lion toward the construction of a 
new Career Center for the school.

The College held a ceremonial 
groundbreaking at 11:30 a.m. today 
after Sherman Cohen, a real estate 
developer from Manhattan, and his 

wife Gloria committed the funds.
The new office, to be named 

the Sherman and Gloria H. Cohen 
Career Center, will replace the cur-
rent facility housed in the base-
ment of Blow Hall and will more 
than double its size.

The gift puts the fund for the 
building’s construction within $1 
million of the $7.9 million needed. 
Career Center Director Mary 

Schilling said the department has 
been reaching out to major College 
benefactors to fill the gap.

“We’re hoping the energy of this 
major gift will really get the ball 
rolling,” Schilling said. “Especially 
once they see what can be done 
with such a facility.”

The 11,000-square-foot office 
will be located near the Sadler Cen-
ter, and will house offices, recep-

tion and presentation areas as well 
as a second floor devoted entirely 
to interview space. The rooftop 
will feature an accessible terrace 
overlooking Cary Field at Zable 
Stadium.

“Career counseling and help in 
finding jobs has become increas-
ingly important to students and 

See cenTer page 4

Return of the           pop princess
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Bubbly on a budget
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The Men’s Glee Club  
sponsored the burlesque 
opera “Cleopatra.”  The story 
featured William, a college 
student acting as a ghost to 
scare away the football player, 
Anthony, who was wooing his 
girlfriend Cleopatra. 

Friday     Saturday                Sunday

   

 
 High 44                        High 46             High 47
 Low 31                               Low  35       Low 28

Weather

Wednesday, Nov. 18 — An individual reported a prank 
phone call in Nicholson Hall.

— An individual reported a bicycle was stolen outside of 
William and Mary Hall. The estimated value is $150.

Friday, Nov. 20 – An individual was arrested for alleged 
public drunkenness on the 500 block of Ukrop Way.

— An individual reported a cell phone stolen on the 400 block 
of Landrum Dr. The estimated value is $249.

Saturday, Nov. 21 — An individual reported a building sign 
stolen on the 200 block of Ukrop Way. The estimated value is 
$175.

Tuesday, Nov. 24 — An individual reported a bicycle stolen 
outside of Jefferson Hall. The estimated value is $25.

— An individual reported a bicycle stolen outside of Hunt 
Hall. The estimated value is $25.

Wednesday, Nov. 25 — An individual reported a vehicle 
vandalized in the parking garage. The estimated value is $50.

— An individual reported a bicycle stolen outside Giles Hall. 
The estimated value is $50.

Thursday, Nov. 26 — An individual reported a Wii stolen in 
Jamestown South. The estimated value is $300.

Friday, Nov. 28 — An individual was arrested for allegedly 
trespassing in the Integrated Science Center.

Monday, Dec. 1 — An individual reported a bicycle and a 
paycheck stolen on the 600 block of Ukrop Way. The estimated 
value is $276.

— compiled by Bertel King, Jr.

Nov. 18 to Dec. 1
CAMPUS PoliCe BeAt

“Decorating the tree.”

Andy Longosz ’12

Source: www.weather.com

Quote of the Week

The College has long been in 
my thoughts. Although I left to pursue 
business opportunities, I have been 

continually impressed with the 
College’s fine reputation.

Beyond the ’BUrg

What is your favorite holiday tradition?
Street BeAt
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“Neighborhood Christmas light 
tour.”

Eleanor Hansen ’11

“Sales at department stores.”

Jin Woo ’11
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News Editor Miles Hilder
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“My mom’s fudge on Christmas 
morning.”

Jason Fowler ’09
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— Sherman Cohen, a real estate developer who donated $6 mil-
lion toward the construction of a new Career Center.

See career center page 1
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The Flat Hat wishes to correct any facts printed incorrectly. Corrections may be 
submitted by e-mail to the section editor in which the incorrect information was 
printed. Requests for corrections will be accepted at any time.

Gymnastics event honors astronaut alumnus

The annual Astronaut Dave Brown Memorial Gymnastics Invita-
tional will take place in the College of William and Mary’s Kaplan 
Arena Dec. 12-13. The event, hosted by Williamsburg Gymnastics, 
draws athletes from the region to participate in a sanctioned USA 
Gymnastics Junior Olympic competition.

The competition acts as a fundraiser for the Dave Brown Memo-
rial endowment. Brown ‘78 was a member of the men’s gymnastics 
team. In 2003, he was one of seven crewmates lost during the Co-
lumbia space shuttle tragedy.

FLATHATNEWS.COM

A candlelight vigil was held 
in the Wren courtyard to 
offer support and prayers for 
the survivors of Hurricane 
Mitch, which devastated 
Central America.  Nicaraguan 
Ambassador to the United 
States Francisco Aguirre and 
Honduran Consul to the United 
States Yolanda Membreno 
spoke to the students, faculty 
and staff members.  

—by Ameya Jammi

Texas A&M to turn ‘friendly’
University system expands services for veteran students

courtesy PHoto — wikiPedia.org

The George Bush Presidential Library at Texas A&M University-College Park.
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‘Stabilitas et Fides’

Online-Only Content
SCiENCE NOW
Book Review: ‘Complications’ by Atul Gawande

by Mike Harper
“Complications” is a collection of essays grouped under three 

central themes: fallibility, mystery, and uncertainty — not exactly 
what one wants to think about before undergoing an operation. 
But the book isn’t horrifying or overly critical. It is simply honest.

Over 400 male students broke 
into Brown Hall and stole six 
girls’ laundry bags in a two-
hour “panty raid,” while yelling 
for coeds in sorority houses 
to drop their underwear from 
windows.  The raid ended 
when the Williamsburg police 
captured and handcuffed a 
male student. 

1998

The College field hockey team 
finished fourth at the National 
AIAW-USFHA Tournament 
held in Harrisonburg after 
being defeated by Ursinus 
State College. The team had 
Richard Kentwell, the coach of 
the U.S. Men’s Olympic field 
hockey team, advising them 
on strategy and tactics.  

Undergrad team wins tax challenge

The undergraduate team from the Mason School of Business at 
the College of William and Mary won first place for an unprece-
dented 10th time in the National Deloitte Tax Case Challenge. The 
team has participated in the challenge for 15 years, and is now first 
among all teams in victories. This year’s team members include Jo-
seph Allen ’09, Ryan Forester ’09, Donald Holzinger ’09 and Grant 
Van Kirk ’09.

The competition took place from Nov. 21 — 23 in Orlando, Fla. In 
the competition, teams analyzed information, identified data issues 
and considered alternative tax treatments for a fictitious client situ-
ation in order to complete a complex theoretical case study within 
a five-hour time limit.

By aMeya JaMMi
Flat Hat Insight Editor

The Texas A&M University System has pledged 
to make all nine of its schools “military friendly” 
by April, before the benefits of the post-9-11 G.I. 
bill take effect in August. The Servicemembers 
Opportunity Colleges Consortium designates a 
college “military friendly” if the institution has 
programs which make it easier for those in the 
military to take courses. 

Approximately 1800 colleges and universities 
nationwide have been designated “military-
friendly,” including five schools in the A&M 
system. The system’s flagship institution, Texas 
A&M University-College Station, has not currently 
achieved “military friendly” recognition.

“It’s an important recognition of our 
responsibilities,” A&M System Chancellor Michael 
McKinney said to the Killeen Daily Herald.

The A&M system has formed the Mission 
Military Friendly Taskforce, a committee of military 
and civilian leaders, to advise the school system on 
how to improve its services toward students in the 
military. 

Initiatives include more distance learning and 
online courses, especially in fields veterans have 

shown preference for such as business, education 
and political science. expanded counseling services 
are also planned. 

“A lot of them are coming [back] with physical 
and mental problems, and we need to be ready,” 
retired marine Lt. Gen. Joe Weber, vice president 
for student affairs at Texas A&M University-College 
Station, said to the San Antonio express-News. 

The process for military personnel to re-register 
may also be revised. Veterans currently have to 
consult the admissions office, registrar’s office, 
veteran’s affairs office and financial aid office.

“It would be easier if everything could be 
taken care of in one fell swoop,” Charles Wilcox, 
president of the Texas A&M Veterans Association, 
said to The Bryan-College Station eagle.

According to the post-9-11 G.I. bill, a portion 
of tuition, a monthly allowance and a stipend for 
textbooks will be provided to veterans. Texas Gov. 
Rick perry has also called for legislation to provide 
in-state tuition any veterans. 

“These individuals are putting their lives on the 
line for our country,” Frank Ashley, vice-chancellor 
for academic affairs at Texas A&M-College Station 
said to The Bryan-College Station eagle. “And if 
they want to pursue higher education, we need to 
provide them all the opportunities they need.”

Law student casts Electoral College vote

Christia V. Rey J.D. ’10 will represent the First Congressional 
district in Virginia as a presidential elector when the state’s 13 elec-
tors meet to cast their votes for president and vice president in 
Richmond Dec. 15, according to a press release.

Rey is the first African American to represent the district in Vir-
ginia as a presidential elector and was elected to the post during the 
Democratic First Congressional District convention. “Chris Rey 
stands in the great tradition of citizen lawyers from William and 
Mary,” College president Taylor Reveley said in a press release.

— by Bertel King, Jr.
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Employees can opt to 
give their donation in one 
single payment or have the 
amount deducted from their 
paychecks in installments 
over the course of the year.  
Ambler said this arrange-
ment is advantageous to the 
employee and to charities 
which tend to see a spike in 

donations around the holidays 
but experience a lull in giving 
the remainder of the year. 

According to a notice sent 
to faculty at the beginning of 
this year’s drive, fewer than 
25 percent of faculty gave in 
2007, down from the one-third 
who donated in previous years. 
The goal for 2008 is to bring 
faculty participation back up to 
one-third, an aim that may fall 

short in a semester that has seen 
salary increases postponed and 
hiring halted. 

Although the fundraising 
effort is still in progress, govern-
ment professor Clay Clemens, 
also a member of the CVC 
Leadership Committee, indi-
cated that faculty participation 
would probably be lower than in 
past years. As of Tuesday, 101 
faculty members had contrib-
uted to the CVC.

“If I had to guess right now, 
I’d say we are lagging a bit 
based on past years, but we are 
hopeful that the final push will 
bring it up to about one-third,” 
he said in an e-mail. 

While Clemens cited the 
economy as the single greatest 
cause of reduced faculty dona-
tions, other factors affecting the 
College’s budget are also con-
tributing to the decline. Clemens 
pointed to an initiative aimed at 
decreasing paper use as another 
possible explanation for fewer 

faculty donations.
“[In] the effort to avoid wast-

ing paper, we have stopped send-
ing out hard copies of catalogs 
and donation forms to every fac-
ulty [and staff] member; people 
noted how many ended up get-
ting tossed,” he said. “So this 
year we counted on a few paper 
reminders directing people to 
the website, which has all of the 
necessary materials. That has 
saved paper, but a number of 
people have said that having the 
forms right on their desk in the 
past was a kind of a necessary 
prod to the memory — and the 
conscience.”

Despite the weak economy 
and the paper-saving effort, 
organizers remain optimistic. 
Clemens indicated giving pat-
terns over the past few years 
favor a strong finish.

“The pattern is usually a lot 
of contributions early, then a 
lull, and then a lot in the final 
days,” he said.
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Faculty, staff donate to fund despite recession

By KELLY McEvoY
Flat Hat Staff Writer

Johns Hopkins University announced 
last month that it will offer an archaeology 
major separate from its current 
anthropology program, according to The 
Johns Hopkins News-Letter. The program, 
which is expected to begin in the fall of 
2009, is pending administrative approval.

A separate archaeology program is rare 
in American universities. Of the College 
of William and Mary, the University of 
Virginia, James Madison University, 
and Virginia Tech, only U.Va. offers an 
interdisciplinary major in archaeology as 
well as anthropology.

Other schools that are comparable in 
size and selectivity to the College, such as 
Vanderbilt University and the University 
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, also do not 
have a separate archaeology major. 

College anthropology department 
chairman Brad Weiss said Johns Hopkins’ 
move makes sense because the university 
did not have a set department for 
archaeology classes.

“While Johns Hopkins has had a fine 
program in sociocultural anthropology, it 

has never offered courses, or had faculty, in 
archaeology,” Weiss said. “As a consequence, 
scholars with some interest in archaeology 
have tended to work in the Classics, using 
some archaeological techniques to examine 
antiquity.”

Don’t expect the College to join Hopkins 
anytime soon.

When it comes to the College’s anthropology 
department, the consensus of the faculty is 
that the anthropology program does not need 
to divide itself into separate studies. According 
to Weiss, archaeology needs to be combined 
with anthropology so that they may benefit 
each other.

“At [the College], the anthropology 
program has, since its inception, included 
archaeologists, and required that all of our 
students — undergraduates and graduates — 
be familiar with anthropological perspectives 
as they shape archaeological practice,” Weiss 
said.

Anthropology professor Barbara King 
agreed.

“Archaeological scholarship is absolutely 
critical,” King said. “I can’t imagine our 
department without that critical piece.”

In addition, the anthropology department 
is heavily involved in archaeological field 

studies.
“We have a thriving archaeology component 

to our anthropology major, one that stretches 
from local sites — Colonial Williamsburg, 
Werowocomoco — to distant ones — 
Barbados, Turkey,” King said.

Dean of Arts and Sciences Carl Strikwerda 
believes that a successful career in archaeology 
depends on education in all aspects of 
anthropology.

“Generally, degrees in anthropology where 
the student has taken a strong body of courses 
in archaeology serve people well who wish 
to become archaeologists,” Strikwerda said. 
“One could argue that archaeology within a 
broad anthropology major is good training for 
a student wishing to pursue archaeology as a 
career.”

Although Strikwerda and Weiss agree 
that a separate archaeology program is not 
necessary, Strikwerda specified that it is not 
needed “at the present time.” Weiss, however, 
shot down any idea of a future separate 
program.

“Not only do we not have plans to create 
a separate archaeology program, we do not 
conceive of archaeology as a separate discipline 
and would oppose any attempt to characterize 
it in that way at [the College],” he said.

Archaeology to stay part of anthro. dept.

CVC from page 1

By MASoN WATSoN
Flat Hat Staff Writer

The Student Assembly senate 
passed a bill designed to eliminate 
excess Student Activities funding 
Tuesday night at their final meeting 
this semester.

The Actually Saving Money for 
Students Act, sponsored by Sen. 
Matt Beato ’09, is a response to the 
sizeable sum of money that goes 
unspent every year from the Student 
Activities fund which ends up rolling 
into a consolidated reserve. According 
to Beato, up to $30,000 or $40,000 per 
year rolls over in this manner, costing 
each student between $5 and $10 per 
year.

The consolidated reserve currently 
has more than $200,000.

“If [the SA] were to spend that 
money more effectively, other clubs 
could actually spend that money, which 
would be helpful, or we could actually 
cut the fee, which would be helpful for 
everybody,” Beato said. “A lot of clubs 
slightly inflate their numbers to make 
sure they have enough.”

The bill itself would not dramatically 
alter SA finances on its own. If enacted 
in full, the bill would ensure that the 
Executive Appropriations Committee 
and the Senate Finance Committee 
would receive full information on club 
spending from the past four years, so 
that they might allocate funds more 
accurately. 

Ideally, this system would be 
implemented during the next academic 
year.

The senate passed the act with 
unanimous consent.

The senate also 
debated the Exam 
Taxi Service Act, 
sponsored by Sen. 
Walter McClean 
’09. The bill would 
allocate $1,300 from 
the Consolidated 
Reserve to fund 
a taxi service 
for students on 

weekdays midnight to 7 a.m. during the 
exam period from Dec. 7-17. According 
to McClean, the program is intended 

to help students who, after studying 
for exams late at night, might feel 
uncomfortable walking back to their 
residences alone. The money allocated 
by the bill would pay for taxi rides for 
such students, allowing them to ride 
for free.

SA Secretary of Health and Safety 
Katie Dixon ’09 spoke in favor of the 
bill.

“There is essentially no one to call 
but Campus Police, and people don’t 
always feel comfortable calling Campus 
Police,” Dixon said.

A similar program was implemented 
by the College administration last 
year.

The senate received the bill 
enthusiastically. Sen. Ben Brown ’11 

asked whether there is “any system in 
place to keep students from abusing 
[the service],” saying that students 
could misuse the taxi service. Dixon 
responded that cab drivers would not 
be required to discriminate between 
destinations, but that the service would 
only run Sunday through Thursday 
night, decreasing the opportunity for 
abuse.

The bill passed unanimously.
Sen. Sarah Rojas ’10 introduced as 

new business the William and Mary 
in Richmond Internship Act. The bill 
is intended to help launch an official 
internship program for College students 
with the Virginia General Assembly, 
ideally offering academic credit from 
the government department.

Money saving legislation, exam taxi service passed by SA

Caitlin fairChild — the flat hat

Signs around campus track the progress of the College’s campaign.
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internship in the area. 
“There is a continuum [of 

clinical work and research] and 
every program is a different 
mix. We are about 40 percent 
research and 60 percent prac-
tice,” said psychology professor 
Janice Zeman, one of the con-
sortium council directors. “We 
are very close to a Ph.D. pro-
gram as it stands now.” 

The consortium recently con-
ducted a serious evaluation of 
the degree and con-
cluded that chang-
ing the emphasis to 
research and offer-
ing a Ph.D., rath-
er than a Psy.D., 
would be more 
beneficial consid-
ering the similari-
ties that already 
exist between the 
programs. The 
increased compe-
tition from other 
universities over-
producing Psy.D.s 
and devaluing the 
degree also tipped 
the scales in favor 
of changing the 
program.   

A l t h o u g h 
College Provost Geoff Feiss 
agreed the program needed to 
change last spring at a meeting 
with the provosts from the other 
schools, he and other College 
officials later decided the new 
Ph.D. program would be too dif-
ficult for the College’s limited 
resources.

In late September, after 
spending the summer planning 
a new curriculum based on the 
change, the psychology depart-
ment received a notice stating 
that the administration would 
not support the College’s mem-
bership in a consortium Ph.D. 
program.

Feiss said the resources spent 
on a Ph.D. program would be 
better spent on areas more cen-
tral to the College. Further, with 
only 10 students receiving the 
degree each year — a number 
that is divided among the four 
schools — the program makes 
up a small portion of the overall 
graduate education mission at 
the College, Feiss said.

Zeman disagreed with the 
provost. 

“This is a highly successful 
program that’s run with these 
four universities quite well 
for 30 years,” Zeman said. “It 

becomes unwieldy when you 
stop having a cooperative atti-
tude and when you stop working 
together as a team. [When] you 
have the spirit of putting the 
consortium first and everyone 
working together, it has worked 
out fine.”

Current Psy.D. students will 
not be affected by this decision, 
as the College is obligated to 
continue providing stipends and 
classes until the students receive 
their degree. 

“My best judgment, based 
on the information at hand, 
was and remains that the insti-
tutional benefits far outweigh 
any costs,” Feiss said. “That 
isn’t to say that there may not 
be some hardships; but, in my 

mind, I see these 
as neither serious 
nor irreversible. I 
do not concur that 
termination of the 
Psy.D. will threaten 
either the quality 
of our undergradu-
ate program or the 
ability of faculty to 
conduct significant 
research.”

However, psy-
chology depart-
ment Chairwoman 
C o n s t a n c e 
Pilkington said 
the effects of this 
change may be 
more widespread 
than they initially 
seem.

“This is going to have an 
impact not just on the students 
in the Psy.D. program and the 
clinical faculty, but also on 
our faculty in the department. 
The Psy.D. students, as a part 
of their financial support, get 
research assistantships to work 
with faculty on their research,” 
Pilkington said. “[Now] none of 
the faculty will have the oppor-
tunity to have a doctoral stu-
dent working with them on their 
research.” 

Often times, doctoral stu-
dents also mentor the master’s 
students and undergraduate 
students, especially those inter-
ested in going into clinical psy-
chology. 

The effect may also be felt in 
the local community; the pro-
gram places doctorate students 
in clinics such as the William 
and Mary Counseling Center 
and Eastern State Hospital.

“In the immediate commu-
nity, we are providing clinical 
services that may or may not 
continue after we are out of [the 
program],” Zeman said. “Even 
though this administration likes 
to think that this is just a little 
core of impact, the impact is 
much broader.”

College fazes out 
psychology degree 

pSYCholoGY from page 1

BY THE NUMBERS
36

The number of faculty
in the consortium

10
Average class size 

100
Percent of students with 

funding support

26
Percent of students who 
entered with a master’s 

degree

29
Mean age of students 

enrolled in the Virginia 
Consortium

Psych department
no longer offers 
Psy. D. degree
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Caitlin fairChild — the flat hat

Larry Pratt, executive director of Gun Own-
ers of America, speaks to students on gun 
control Thursday night.

By ALISAN VanFLEET
Flat Hat Staff Writer

As the initial reaction over President-elect Barack 
Obama’s victory fades, discussion regarding the 
composition of his cabinet has commenced. One 
question garnering speculation is who Obama will 
choose as secretary of education, a post vital to 
fufilling the president-elect’s campaign promise to 
make “a truly historic commitment to education,” 
and one that will have long-lasting effects on the 
College of William and Mary.

Names recently reported by the Associated Press 
as possible choices include some familiar faces in 
government, including former Secretary of State 
Colin Powell — the father of the Board of Visitor’s 
Rector Michael Powell ’85 — and former Governor of 
North Carolina Jim Hunt,  as well as administrators at 
public schools, namely Arne Duncan of the Chicago 
and Inez Tenenbaum of South Carolina. 

According to Dean of the School of Education 
Virginia McLaughlin ’71, Linda Darling-Hammond, a 
key Obama advisor throughout his campaign and a 

professor of education at Stanford University, is a top 
candidate among those in higher education. 

“What’s unique about Linda Darling-Hammond is 
that she understands education in both the contexts 
of higher education and K-12,” McLaughlin said. 
“She’s been in higher education and in schools 
— particularly tackling challenges within urban 
schools.” 

McLaughlin also expressed support for Hunt, 
lauding him as a true “education governor.”

Economics professor David Feldman, who is 
currently collaborating with fellow economics 
professor Robert Archibald on a book about the cost 
of higher education, pointed out that Hunt’s selection 
could also procure political gains. 

“Hunt’s proven himself as an effective leader, which 
appeals to the incoming administration,” Feldman 
said. “And from an intensely political perspective, 
Democrats would love nothing more than to make 
North Carolina a battleground state by picking one 
of their senior leaders for such a position.”

Whoever Obama ultimately chooses will have to 
confront many issues facing the American higher 

education system.  
“The first pressing problems are reductions in 

state appropriations, endowment earnings and the 
likelihood that donors will be generous,” Archibald 
said. 

He explained that all three are related to the 
“downturn in the overall economy.” The federal 
government can most effectively assist institutes of 
higher education by mitigating the current recession, 
he said. 

“More directly, candidate Obama talked about a 
tax credit for tuition payments,” Archibald said. “If 
that is part of the stimulus package, it could have a 
positive effect on higher education.”

Obama’s American Opportunity Tax Credit offers 
all Americans a $4,000 refundable tax credit to ease 
the burden of paying for the rising costs of college. 
Feldman, while not opposed to the tax credit, believes 
other non-universal initiatives aimed directly at those 
who struggle to pay tuition and other university-
related expenses would be more cost-effective.

“If that money was redirected toward substantially 
strengthening the Pell Grant program, for instance, it 

would actually create opportunities by offering more 
to those who would otherwise be unable to attend 
college,” Feldman said. “It’s a more efficient way, 
but doesn’t build as sexy a political coalition [as the 
American Opportunity Tax Credit] by appealing to 
every family with a college student.”

In the end, irrespective of the particular higher 
education policies that Obama will put forth in the 
coming years, McLaughlin hopes to see a shift in the 
overall relationship between the federal government 
and the education community.

“Under [this] Republican administration, there’s 
been an increase in the role of the federal government 
with much more complex and prescriptive initiatives,” 
McLaughlin said.

McLaughlin cited the No Child Left Behind Act 
and the Standard Intergovernmental Personnel Act 
as examples.

“I would hope [Obama] would temper this 
direction, restore balance between the governance 
systems and have the federal government ensure 
the appropriate level of quality and equity without 
operating so intrusively,” she said.

By CHRIS ROWECAMP
The Flat Hat 

Larry Pratt, the executive director of 
the Gun Owners of America, discussed 
the future of the battle over gun control 
and analyzed gun control as public 
policy this Thursday evening. 

Gun Owners of America is a 
right wing, no-compromise lobbying 
organization. The talk was sponsored by 
the William and Mary Rifle Club.

During the speech, Pratt spoke about 
the recent landmark case, D.C. v. Heller, 
in which the Supreme Court ruled that 
the Second Amendment guarantees an 
individual’s right to keep and bear arms

He also discussed the likely 
implications on gun control policy of the 
incoming Obama administration and a 
Congress controlled by Democrats.  He 
predicted that there will be a legislative 
attempt to renew the Clinton gun ban 

within two years among other pro-gun 
control agendas.

According to Pratt, in any given year, 
upwards of 2 million guns are used in 
self-defense, but only 5 percent of these 
cases involve the actual firing of a gun, 
and even fewer cases result in the death 
of the assailants.  

Pratt also included that in states like 
Virginia, where concealed-carry licenses 
are fairly easy to get, murder and crime 
rates are lower than those in states with 
more restrictive policies.  

He stated that criminals obtain guns 
regardless of legislative control, and 
that gun control is a counterproductive 
strategy for lowering crime rates. 

“Criminals are dependent on gun 
control laws,” Pratt said, adding that 
gun control “creates a better working 
environment for criminals.” 

Intervention by law enforcement 
officials is ineffective at preventing 

crime, Pratt said, since most violence 
has already been carried out by the time 
that help arrives. 

Pratt suggested that locations where 
firearms are prohibited become “soft 
targets,” areas that are vulnerable to 
armed attack.  He included the College 
of William and Mary in this category.

He clarified that the College is 
unlikely to be a target of an organized 
terrorist attack, but said that it is 
unprepared to respond to an attack 
even by a lone gunman.  Pratt said that 
the only way to reliably protect against 
an attack would be to allow eligible, 
registered individuals to carry firearms 
on campus.

In the end, he quoted a Swiss saying 
that  a society with gun controls was a 
society in chains.

“The emblem of a free man is a gun, 
the emblem of a slave is no gun,” he 
said.

Students 
react to 
India
attacks
MUMBai from page 1

killed and 20 wounded in a series of seven 
attacks in the southern city of Bangalore. 
The following day, 21 bomb blasts hit the 
western city of Ahmedabad, killing 56 
people and wounding 200.

When Tanvi Shirke ’12 heard about 
the most recent attacks, she was imme-
diately reminded of her visit to the city of 
her birth, where her relatives still live. 

“All I could think of was this sum-
mer when the bomb blasts hit Ahmeda-
bad and Bangalore,” Shirke said. “My 
family didn’t go out for a week after the 
Ahmedabad bombs because Mumbai 
was predicted to get hit next.”

The November attacks in Mumbai 
were different from other recent attacks 
because “they involved a lot of interna-
tionals, and were much bigger attacks 
than the others”, according to Sundar.  
“I’ve lost a lot of friends in train blasts 
before,” he said, referring to neighbors 
who were killed in smaller attacks a cou-
ple years ago, “but this is different.”

Shirke feels disappointed that the In-
dian government failed to anticipate the 
meticulously planned Mumbai attacks. 

“I’m very proud of the way the situ-
ation is being handled in Mumbai. But 
what upsets me the most is that Indian 
intelligence had no foresight into the 
plan,” she said. “No one knew that such a 
large threat to one of India’s richest port 
cities was being planned. And they really 
should have known.”

Sundar said she and her family blame 
the corruption in the Indian government 
for its lack of anticipation.

“There have been so many attacks 
in India since 2000, and usually after 
about two weeks everyone forgets 
about them,” Sundar said. “There is so 
much corruption in the Indian govern-
ment that nothing ever gets done [in re-
sponse to terrorist attacks]. People will 
accept the situation and keep going. It’s 
a lost cause.”

College faculty discuss potential secretary of education

hOtelS from page 1

The marching band from 
Lowdnes School, a public high 
school in Valdosta, Ga., plans to 
stay the night in Williamsburg.

“We’ll probably leave 
Williamsburg at 3 or 4 a.m.,” 
Charles Todd, the school’s band 
director, told The Washington 
Post. “We’re just anticipating 
the traffic to be horrendous that 
day.”

At least three Williamsburg 
area hotels have been booked 
for the Jan. 19. 

The Residence Inn on Rich-
mond Road and the Marriott 
Courtyard Williamsburg on 
McLaws Circle have been com-
pletely booked. The Fairfield Inn 
and Suites on Richmond Rd. still 

has at least two vacant rooms for 
Jan. 19, but the rooms are going 
for $149, compared to the ap-
proximately $84 cost of renting a 
room today.

The Marriott Vacation Club at 
Ford’s Colony is also booked for 
the days surrounding Obama’s 
swearing in. Since the club is 
composed of time-shares, a 
Marriot representative could 
not be absolutely sure if this is 
related to the Inauguration, but 
she was certain at least some 
timeshare owners planned to 
attend the Inauguration.  

Williamsburg is not alone.
According to a Marriott 

representative who would not give 
her name for fear of management 
reprisal, the hotel chain is 
booked during Inauguration in 

cities as far away as Baltimore, 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. 
The representative said many 
people made reservations before 
Election Day in anticipation of 
attending.

The Hospitality House, 
however, has plenty of vacancies 
the day before the presidential 
Inauguration, and the reservation 
desk expected a miniscule 
crowd the days preceding the 
Inauguration. The same is true 
for multiple low-rate hotels in 
the area, including Super Motel 
Eight, Red Roof Inn, EconoLodge 
and the Days Inn. 

No tickets are required to at-
tend many of the Inauguration 
ceremonies, but accommoda-
tions — and good views — will 
be hard to find this January.

Center from page 1

Williamsburg hotels fill up for 
presidential Inauguration day

Larry Pratt defends Second Amendment

their parents,” College President Taylor Reveley 
said in a press release. “Excellent physical facili-
ties are crucial to success on these fronts. Because 
of the Cohens’ great generosity, William and Mary 
will finally have such facilities. They will help tre-
mendously.”

Construction on the Center is scheduled for the 
fall of 2009 and should be completed the following 
year. The construction firm has yet to be selected, 
though invitations for bids have been extended by 
the College.

Cohen attended the College in 1938 but with-
drew after a semester to open a chain of men’s 
retail outlets with his brothers. He kept close ties 
to the College, however, through former College 
President Paul Verkuil.

“The College has long been in my thoughts,” 
Cohen said in the release. “Although I left to pur-
sue business opportunities, I have been continu-
ally impressed with the College’s fine reputation.”

The Career Center reported working with 
more than 2,500 students during the 2007-2008 ac-
ademic year and, including major functions and re-
turn visits, held more than 6,800 points of student 
contact. Schilling said new career center openings 
at other institutions have shown the potential to 
double student interest.

SaMantha franCiS — the flat hat

Dawson Lindauere ’10, a government and environmental politics major, was awarded the title of “Best Job Performing RA” 
at the Virginia Association of  College University Housing Officers conference. He won the award after being nominated by his 
Area Director Jimmy Whited Ph.D ’10.  “It makes me think I have to keep doing what I can, I have this weight on my shoulders 
by having this title,” Lindauere said. He is the RA for the third floor of Hunt Hall.

Career Center 
looks to expand

Ra wins best in state
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By Olivia Walch, Flat hat car tOOnist

Walmart violence exposes materialism

After waking up from a turkey-and-stuffing-induced 
coma the day after Thanksgiving and turning on the 
news, I was disgusted to read the headline “Man 
Killed in Walmart Bargain Sale Stampede.” I was 
shocked, appalled and, more importantly, ashamed of 
our society. As details about the incident emerged, I 
started wondering how we had gotten to this point. How 
could people be lined up outside of Walmart at 9 p.m. 
on Thanksgiving night waiting to save $10 on a new 
vacuum cleaner?

Thanksgiving is one of the few 
days we have kept sacred, in which 
being with family and giving thanks 
for our blessings is even more 
important than a half-price Weber 
grill. Just think of the absurdity 
of people stampeding over a 
fellow human being to buy bargain Christmas presents. 
Has the true meaning of the holidays been eroded by 
consumerism?

I don’t mean to sound too bleak, but how many 
children now associate Easter, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas with chocolate bunnies, football and presents 
instead of sacrifice, thanks and giving?

At first I felt lost: I felt betrayed by the society that 
is supposed to be the model of modernity, standing for 
the greater good and providing liberty and justice for all 
without discrimination. I returned to campus Monday 
still trying to make sense of the situation, and I started 
to find answers. As I walked to my first class I was about 
10 steps behind the girl in front of me, and, although it 

was unnecessary, she held the door open for me. A little 
later at lunch the pasta guys at the Caf joked with me 
about how break wasn’t long enough.

Although these events seem relatively insignificant, 
it reminded me of the warmth that we share here on 
campus. In our mini-society on campus I don’t know 
anyone who would even push someone out of the way to 
get through a door, let alone trample them to secure a 
bargain. It made me proud of where I am and the people 
who are in my community here at the College of William 
and Mary.

When faced with the contrast between our community 
and the one that trampled the Walmart employee, I 
believe I found the intrinsic value and lasting purpose 
of our education here. I believe that our time here is 
teaching us not only civic responsibility, but also is 
showing us that life is so much more than forgoing 

Thanksgiving to secure a bargain on 
Black Friday.

Being surrounded by fellow 
students and professors who feel 
convictions to change things for 
what they believe is the greater 
good is such an important benefit 

to our education that is often overlooked. Whether 
we are promoting eco-friendly housing, tutoring local 
underprivileged middle schoolers or building houses in 
Mexico, the effect is compounded — not only does it 
directly help others but it promotes the environment of 
engagement that is an essential part of this campus.

Therefore, I believe it is vital for us to carry this 
spirit of engagement and ethical understanding past 
graduation and into the community that we each end 
up in. If we can prevent atrocities like the Walmart 
stampede by promoting the type of community that 
we share on campus, then we have done justice to our 
College and the ideals that we share.

Michael Taylor is a sophomore at the College.

Flat Hat Guest columnist

Michael Taylor

It is vital for us to carry a spirit 
of engagement and ethical 

understanding past graduation.

staFF editorial

The Night Before Blowout

A man I know said he chose to be a 
firefighter over a police officer because, 
as a fire fighter, he could break down 
walls and smash windows, but people 
would still be happy to see him. A police 
officer, he said, does so much as drive 
through a neighborhood, and he is 
universally hated and feared. The College 
of William and Mary Police Department 
are trying to change this stigma, and 
they deserve a fair evaluation. 

When the Campus Police set up a 
tailgate with the Student Assembly 
on Nov. 22, I was pretty impressed. 
They don’t have to be nice to us just 
to be nice, but obviously they have 

a problem being characterized as 
power-hungry, pepper-spray-wielding 
monsters. Students wandered up to the 
officers, initially enticed by the wafting 
smell of free food. Instead of standing 
ready with breathalyzers in hand and 
interrogation lights shining over their 
shoulders, the College’s police officers 
asked how the end of the semester was 
going and reassured students that if 
they ever needed help, they should feel 
free to ask anytime. 

While opening up to the students in 
a relaxed environment is a great start 
toward better officer-student relations, I 
could add to a list of things the students 
wish Campus Police did for them.

They could probably stop by the 
hospital parking a lot more often to 
check on the female students who have 
to wait in the dark, alone, for the bus to 
come. It would be nice if some of the 
bikes that have been stolen over the last 

semester could be found and returned. 
And, every once in a while, instead of 
pulling up in a cruiser beside me on the 
road to see if I’m drunk on a Saturday 
night, an officer could ask if I feel safe 
and how long of a distance I have until I 
am safely back in my dorm. 

In the end, however, we focus more 
on the things that Campus Police can’t 

give us than on the things which they 
can legally improve. Police officers, even 
Campus Police, have a fundamental 
responsibility — to enforce the law.

We accuse them of busting too many 
parties for underage drinking when 
there actually was underage drinking at 

the party. People complain about getting 
arrested while stumbling home drunk, 
underage or not. Well, if it’s illegal to be 
underage and drunk, or to exhibit “public 
drunkenness,” then it is a police officer’s 
job to do something about it, not look the 
other way. They don’t make the Virginia 
laws or the College’s policies — they just 
enforce them.

Their job is to protect us, even from 
ourselves in our worst moments. Don’t 
tell me the kids who like to lie in the 
middle of Richmond Road at 3 a.m. are 
being completely rational. Some people 
react to the presence of Campus Police 
around every corner by turning and 
walking in the other direction. I think 
their presence is reassuring, and, even 
if they’re only interested in finding out 
if I’m drunk, they’re not going to stand 
aside if I happen to get mugged. 

No, they’re not nice to underage 
drinkers, feces-flinging frat boys or even 

desperate parking policy violators on 
their way to a final. However, they like 
people who obey the rules or who at 
least aren’t caught breaking the law.

Although many could say otherwise, 
I have had pretty positive experiences 
with the campus’s police officers. Despite 
getting nervous every time a police 
cruiser drives behind my car, I can easily 
admit that the police officers are attentive 
and willing to help in any situation. 

Students seem to act like the campus 
is a relatively safe place because of the 
quality of the students and the honor 
code. We have a tendency to complain 
about the police cramping our drinking 
habits rather than recognizing their 
presence as a factor in keeping us safe. 
That Campus Police have a reputation for 
not letting misdemeanors slide is more 
reassuring than it is annoying.

Brittany Hamilton is a junior at the 
College.

Campus Police work to help us, they deserve our appreciation 

Campus Police don’t make 
the College’s policies — just 

enforce them.

Brittany Hamilton
  Flat Hat staFF columnist 

Truth is our qualifier
To the Editor:

Veterans Day should be a day 
of reflection and enjoyment. I am 
saddened that a small minority has 
chosen to use their energy to attack the 
event, rather than make a difference 
by discussing alternatives. It is ironic 
that some who advocate the virtues 
of freedom not only fail to recognize 
those who provide it but also feel the 
need to tell those who have sacrificed 
so much to ensure those rights how 
to celebrate their holiday. We took a 
five-day weekend to give thanks. Can 
we not take two seconds to thank 
veterans? This only confirms what we 
all know, but don’t want to say: No one 
cares about Veterans Day. 

My Nov. 18 column in The Virginia 
Informer, “Ignorance and Arrogance 
on Display in Attacks on Veterans Day 
Celebration,” had nothing to do with 
opposing free speech. It’s unfortunate 
it was interpreted as such in The 
Flat Hat’s Dec. 2 column, “Freedom 
Has No Qualifiers.” I certainly do not 
dispute the value of free speech and 
honor in many walks of life. As one 
coming from poverty (and recognition 

from the Horatio Alger Association), 
I understand this. Never once did I 
suggest that honor comes only from 
fighting or from service itself. Clearly, 
it does not. Nor did I argue that war 
was something to be glorified. 

I, and others, swore an oath to 
defend the Constitution against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic. I put 
my life on the line to defend it, and I 
find it laughable that one who does not 
know me — neither the details of my 
service nor beliefs; and who has not 
sworn this oath, nor put his or her life 
on the line to defend these principles 
— attacks my commitment. Without 
the sacrifice of others, we would have 
neither the freedom nor the rights we 
take for granted.

As always, I encourage those who 
wish to share their passions and make 
a difference to share them in person. 
Consider this an open invitation 
for all students to participate in the 
planning and execution of next year’s 
event. Please e-mail vetsoc@wm.edu. 
Participation from those in opposition 
to this year’s event is necessary and 
expected. 

   — Lance Zaal ’09

letter to tHe editor

The staff editorial represents the opinion of The Flat Hat. The editorial board, which is 
elected by The Flat Hat’s section editors and executive staff, consists of Austin Wright, 
Jeff Dooley, Alice Hahn, Brian Mahoney and Andy Peters.

’Twas the night before Blowout,
In our of fice we sat.

The semester’s coverage we pondered:
All your news from Flat Hat.

In just a few months,
So much had occurred.
It started with Tucker,

Which smelled like a turd.

We thought of Zack Pilchen, 
And his spring spending spree.

Some hoagies he bought, 
Then resigned graciously.

Then Reveley moved in 
To the president’s shack.

Prompting SDS fury:
“We want Nicholback!”

But the BOV passed him, 
As the SA did Slawter.

And Caf stuck with trayless,
As it tried to save water.

Then ‘Today’ came to town
With Lauer and Roker

But remember Luke Russert?
Golly gee, what a joker!

And when the city discussed
Its three-person rule,

Clyde Haulmann arose
And acted a fool.

He called students drunks.
He tried bashing Steer Clear!

But enough with all that. 
Here’s some holiday cheer: 

Yule Log is approaching,
And our Santa’s much thinner.

But Reveley’s reading of ‘Grinch’
Will still be a winner.

So best of luck on exams.
You’ll ace them, no doubt!

Happy Holidays to all,
And to all a good Blowout. 
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By LAUREN BILLINGSLEY
Flat Hat That Girl Columnist

Sara Courson rocks her black Converses and 
green scarf in a kind of cool, understated way. 
After graduating this spring, she wants to be 
a teacher’s assistant in China or Taiwan, but 
nothing is set in stone for this English major 
and Tucker Hall enthusiast. She has been 
whitewater rafting in Utah, sea kayaking in 
Mexico, and considers Arches National Park 
one of her favorite places. An Austin, Texas gal 
with a soft spot for sunny San Jose, Calif., Sara 
tells me a thing or two about Tribe Rugby, her 
ubiquitous nickname and some of her family’s 
holiday traditions.
You just returned from break. Do you and 
your family have any favorite Thanksgiving 
traditions? 

My favorite thing is to make pumpkin 
pie with my dad and then, the morning after 
Thanksgiving, we have it with black coffee for 
breakfast. 
Tell me a bit about your rugby 
experience. 

I started first semester freshman year. I 
had played lacrosse all through high school, 
but when I got to William and Mary I wanted 
to do something different. So I went to the 
first practice and the girls were so much fun. 
The sport is really addictive. It’s my favorite 
sport and I’ve played a bunch of other ones — 
softball, lacrosse, etc. So I’ve stuck with it. I 
was president my freshman and sophomore 
year and into junior year. We practice maybe 
six hours a week and then we have games on 
Saturdays. 
Do you have any nicknames on the team?

[Laughs.] The rugby team named me SoCo. 
There were a lot of Saras on the team when 
I started and my last name is Courson, which 
of course starts with “C-O,” and somehow 
Southern Comfort came up because I’m from 
Texas, which is Southwest-ish. So, I became 
SoCo. Now I answer to that more than Sara on 
campus because there are so many Saras. It’s 
funny because most of my close friends, even if 
they don’t play rugby, call me SoCo.
What’s been your coolest job?

My most lucrative job was interning for a law 
firm in Austin, but my best job was working at 
a snow cone stand. We worked next to Barton 
Springs, which is a natural pool where all the 
quirky Austinites go during the summer to 
swim. I love to people-watch, so it worked out 
perfectly for me. Plus, we got all the free snow 
cones we wanted. My favorite flavor ended 
up being half tangerine, half wild cherry with 
sangria on top.
What’s something you can’t leave the 
house without in the morning? 

My Timbuktu bag. I bike to campus every 
day, and it’s so useful — it has a ton of space. 
I’m not usually a gadget girl, but this is my 
gadget thing; you customize them. 
Do you have any funny stories from 

Texas senior 
loves the 

Grind, 13s 

ThaT Girl: Sara CourSonCelebrate with some bubbles

Nine taste-testers sampled the cheapest brands of champagne to prepare for the holidays 

Britney crowned pop princess again
TaleS of obSeSSion 

See ThAT GIRL page 7

By MAGGIE REEB
Flat Hat News Assoc. Editor

It’s Britney, bitch, and she’s back. 
With the premiere of her documen-

tary, “Britney: For the Record,” and 
the release of her sixth studio album, 
“Circus,” Britney Spears has reentered 
the international spotlight, and this 
time, she (with the help of her many 
caretakers) knows what she’s doing. 

Over the last two years, tabloids 
have plastered Spears’ face on their 
covers for her ugly divorce from Kevin 
Federline, her lost custody battle over 
her infant sons, her mental breakdown 
and her very poor decision to shave 
her head. Even die-hard fans cringed 
at the pop star’s live televised perfor-
mance of “Gimme More” during which 

Brit appeared sedated.
Since then, under the watchful eye 

of her father, a team of agents and an 
army of doctors, Britney has picked 
herself up and begun collecting the 
shattered remains of her life.

But don’t call it a comeback. 
“I hate it when [my agent and my 

father] call it a comeback,” Brit con-
fessed in ‘For the Record.’ “I’ve been 
here the whole time.”

MTV premiered the hour-long 
documentary, chronicling Britney’s 
post-breakdown life as she ascended 

CoURTESY PhoTo — MTV.CoM

Britney confronts womanizing boyfriend on the set of her music video. 
“Womanizer” hit number one on the Billboard Hot 100 on Oct. 15.

See BRITNEY page 7

I knew something was wrong the 
minute I saw one of the employees 
hunched over the Wawa food island. 
His arms pumped up and down while 
he scrubbed inside the walls and a 
squirt bottle of cleaning solution hung 
from his belt. It was nearly 10 p.m. 
and I hadn’t had a chance to eat since 
lunch. Unable to deny my stomach any 
longer, I’d come to Wawa for a ham and 
provolone wrap and some coffee, only 
to discover the unthinkable: Wawa was 
out of food. The food island next to the 
newspaper stand and mini-pharmacy 
was completely bare. Even the packets 
of Ranch dressing were gone.  

When I’d circled the entire island 
several times to make sure I wasn’t 
hallucinating, the implications of what 
I was seeing finally sank in. Wawa out 
of food? What did this mean? What 
was my little nook in the world called 

Williamsburg coming to when the 
one sure thing a student can count on 
suddenly lets her down?

Wawa is the one true constant on 
campus. The phrase “24-7” offers a kind 
of solace in its meaning that not even 
the late hours at Swem Library can 
rival. It’s like the food market is saying 
to the citizens of Williamsburg, “Hey 
guys, you can count on me. I’m here 
for you.” After awhile, it becomes like 
a parent you always assume is going 
to be there for you, one you can take 
advantage of without ever feeling guilty, 
because that’s what love is. And just 
when you’ve gotten so comfortable in 
your assumption, you’re ambushed with 
the disconcerting sight of a bleached 
and barren display island normally 
inhabited by a motley selection of both 
health and comfort food. It’s like being 
shipped off to college all over again — 
truly alone for perhaps the first time.

Sure, there’s a made-to-order little 
deli right across the floor from this 
empty island, and sure there’s an entire 

Barren Wawa shelves disappoint
ConfuSion Corner

Zoe Speas
ConfuSion Corner 
ColumniST

See WAWA page 7

MARAL NooRI-MoGhADDAM — ThE fLAT hAT

By ALICE hAhN
Flat Hat Executive Editor

Shiny metallic foil, a loud pop 
and flowing bubbles — nothing 
says “celebrate” quite like 

champagne. Whether authentic or 
American, there’s something about 
millions of tiny bubbles that makes 
it difficult not to feel more festive.

With the holiday season upon 
us, we decided to do a taste test 
to determine the best bubbles for 
your buck. For $8 or less, you’ll be 
set to celebrate every holiday from 
Blowout to New Year’s Eve with the 
best of the bottom shelf.

Of course, real champagne is 
grown exclusively in the Champagne 
region of France and can set you 
back quite a bit of cash. Instead, 
we tested five sparkling wines that 
market themselves as American 
champagne.

The favorite by far, Ballatore 
Spumante, is a light, extremely 
sweet champagne that floats over 
the tongue. The most fun and festive 
of the bunch, it is easy to drink, 
lacking the harshness common in 
champagnes — especially in cheap 
bottles. 

Though technically Italian for 

“sparkling wine,” in the United 
States, spumante indicates a sweeter 
champagne.

Despite the initial gasp of glee 
upon first sipping this champagne, 
don’t plan to drink it exclusively 
for too long. A bit too tangy, it 
leaves a slightly bitter aftertaste. 
If you don’t like the overwhelming 
sweetness alone, it would mix well 
in a mimosa.

An atypical champagne, André 
Cold Duck, came in a clear second 
despite being far from ideal. Fruitier 
than the others, it hits the tongue 
with a fun sweetness. Trying to 
savor it, however, just causes the 
tongue to recoil. It’s good as long as 
you don’t keep it in your mouth very 
long. 

Cold duck was inspired by the 
German tradition of combining 
leftover wine and champagne. 
Originially called kaltes Ende (cold 
end), the name evolved to kalte Ente 
(cold duck) — likely a reflection of 
the mediocrity inescapable in such 
a blend. In the United States, the 
recipe — trendy during the ’70s — 
usually involves some variation of 
mixing California red wine and New 
York sparkling wine. 

Though this combination gives 

it a more robust, interesting flavor 
than the other contenders, its strong 
processed sensation evokes Welch’s 
grape juice infused with bubbles.

Oh, André — the typical college 
student’s go-to brand for any 
celebration that demands a bottle 
of bubbly. The best of the bruts 
we tried, André Brut lacks flair or 
uniqueness — a blessing in disguise 
making it the most drinkable of the 
bunch. Less sweet than the favorites, 
it lacks the bitterness of the losers. 
Fruity notes a bit difficult to place 
smooth the harshness expected 
from a cheap champagne.

“It tastes the way I think 
champagne should taste,” one taste-
tester said. “But I don’t really like 
it.”

With a more muted sweetness, 
this champagne is both more 
masculine and more sustainable, 
something you could sip regularly 
throughout a party instead of just 
for the toast. Ironically, as one taste-
tester noted, this champagne is the 
best from our sample for someone 
with a more sophisticated palate 
— sophisticated being relative, of 
course.

Brut indicates a champagne with 
between six and 15 grams of sugar 

per liter — less than spumante, cold 
duck or even, paradoxically, extra 
dry (which has 12 to 20 grams per 
liter). Though this lesser amount 
of sugar came as refreshing in the 
André Brut, the bitterness colored 
our other brut selections beyond 
salvation.

J. Roget Brut sparked a bevy of 
initial reactions, few of them positive. 
Boasting a fuller, more wine-like 
flavor, it barely edged out Cook’s 
to avoid last place. Flavors include 
burnt and chewable medicine — 
probably not intentionally.

“Not only does it leave a bad taste 
on my tongue,” one taste-tester said, 
“it leaves a bad taste in my throat.”

The least favored option of 
the evening, Cook’s Brut tastes 
something like nail polish remover. 
Pure alcohol — the only noticeable 
flavor — overwhelms your nose 
and burns all the way down. At 
11.5 percent, this champagne has 
the highest alcohol content of any 
we tried, and it shows; the taste is 
reminiscent more of carbonated 
vodka than sparkling wine.

During the taste test, we found 
that we kept sipping, hoping it 

See ChAMPAGNE page 7

Documentary and 
critically acclaimed 

album showcase 
new Britney

TasTing Menu
Ballatore Spumante 

andré Cold Duck 
andré Brut

J. Rogret Brut
Cook’s Brut
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Rent

“Talladega Nights” co-stars Will 
Ferrell and John C. Reilly reunite 
in this comedy about two middle-
aged men whose parents fall in 
love and get married

Step Brothers

Buy
“[Stephanie Meyer] wrote some 
crack! She wrote a drug and 
America’s hooked.”

Kindle: Amazon’s Wireless 
Reading Device, $359.00

Star Sense

-Edi Gathegi, one of the stars of 
“Twilight,” on the popularity of the 
teen vampire romance series

Winter Wonderland
Celebrate the last day of classes with UCAB’s 

holiday-themed party tonight. Chesapeake 
A will be filled with ice skating, holiday 
music, cookie decorating, hot chocolate and 

cider, among other activities. The event is free and 
will take place from  8 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday

Green and Gold Christmas
Volunteer part of your Saturday and 
be a part of this holiday tradition. 
Chaperone children from the area 
as they do arts and crafts, have fun 
on moonbounces and compete in 
obstacle courses. It will be held in 
the Sadler Center’s Tidewater and 
Chesapeake rooms from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. RSVP on Facebook or contact 
Jennifer Thorne at jathorne@
wm.edu to participate.  Saturday

Grand Illumination
Take a study break 
before finals to come out 
for this annual Colonial 
Williamsburg festivity on 
Sunday. Fireworks will be 
set off at 6:15 p.m. by the 
Governor’s Palace, Magazine 
and the Capitol, but Colonial 
performances begin at 4:45 
p.m. and will continue until 
7:30. Sunday

Hollywood gossip

Coming soon: My new BF
Paris Hilton may soon change 
her reality show: Instead of a new 
BFF, she needs a new boyfriend. 
She and ex Benji Madden broke 
up with each other via overlapping 
voicemails. Paris left a message 
breaking up with the goth rocker, 
only to find when she checked 
hers immediately afterward that 
he’d broken up with the heiress 
an hour earlier. Perhaps she 
doesn’t need a new BFF after 
all: Nicole Richie, her first BFF, 
comforted the pink princess the 
rest of that day. 

It takes two
Always facing a bad rap in the 
tabloids, Mary-Kate Olsen is 
caught denying pregnancy 
rumors. The mini-mogul has 
put on a few pounds recently, 
prompting the rumors. At a 
whopping 102 pounds, we think 
she looks more on the side of 
healthy than with child. It’s not 
as if those baggy vintage layers 
are a new trick to hide a bulge. 
She’s said before that she doesn’t 
feel the need to get married, but 
will make a great aunt to twin 
Ashley’s children.

No small affair
The amicably divorced Demi 
Moore and Bruce Willis have 
an unconventional Christmas in 
the works: Both plan to bring 
their 30-year-old significant 
others to the holiday festivities. 
Willis is dating noted hottie 
Emma Hemming, and Demi is 
famous for her cradle-robbing 
marriage to “Punk’d” host 
Ashton Kutcher. Joining the 
foursome will be Demi and 
Bruce’s three daughters from 
their 13-year marriage, Rumer, 
Scout and Tallulah. 

Blown Away
Akon’s blaming someone, and 
it isn’t himself. He flew to the 
United Arab Emirates to play 
a gig last week for Princess 
Sheikha Hessa of Dubai. At the 
last minute, the birthday girl 
reordered the lineup, placing 
“America’s Got Talent” band 
Stringz in the lead spot. Page 
Six caught him pouting and 
refusing to talk to anyone for 
the rest of the night. His reps 
say it don’t matter, but it sounds 
like trouble to us.

— by Alice Hahn

weekend picks

Claimed to be “the future of book 
reading,” this gadget, smaller than 
a paperback book,  provides access 
to over 190,000 books

“Circus” puts Brit in the center of the ring

freshman year that stick out in your 
mind?

Fall break freshman year I didn’t 
go anywhere and most of the people I 
knew had gone home. So me and a few 
of the guys on the hall next to me went 
and stuck a melon in one of the trees 
behind Yates. They had a hatchet with 
them so we practiced trying to throw 
the hatchet into the melon to see who 
could spear it first. I won. [Laughs.] It 
was pretty funny.
What would your perfect weekend 
be like? 

My perfect weekend is a rugby game 
at home — we win. Then we watch the 
guys and socialize with the other team 
afterwards. It’s a nice fall day; I love 
autumn in Williamsburg. It’s so nice, 
especially before it gets cold and the 
leaves start to change, but the sky is 
still really clear. Then on Sunday I come 
to the Grind with my best friend and we 
get a blueberry muffin because they’re 
really good here. We talk about the 
weekend, and ideally I don’t have any 
work to do or any papers to write. 
What’s something people might not 
know about you?

I’ve always wanted to be a member of 
the William & Mary 13 secret society. I 
think what they do is so great, putting up 
encouraging messages around campus. 
One time sophomore or junior year I 
got a business card from the 13 Society 
in my CSU box that just said something 
to the effect of: “William and Mary is 
a better place because you’re here.” 
Anyway, I thought I’d get the word out 

that I’ve always wanted to be a member 
in the hopes that they’d let me in.
What do you do to relax?

I love to watch movies and have 
film nights. Anything by Tarantino, 
Hitchcock and Woody Allen — those 
are my three favorite directors.
Is there a movie character that you 
feel you relate to in some way?

It’s kind embarrassing, but I’ve 
always thought I’m a little like Bridget 
Jones. She’s so likeable and sweet, but 
she’s just terribly awkward and always 
seems to do the wrong thing. Sometimes 
I think it’s an apt description of myself. 

Sara gives a warm good-bye and hops 
onto her bike. Wish this senior luck as she 
heads out to hike Yosemite’s famous Half 
Dome crest over winter vacation, and seek 
her out if you have any hatchet-throwing 
issues or need a tasty recommendation 
for your next snow cone.

would begin to taste better. It never did. 
Like tequila shots and Jaeger bombs, this 
is one of those drinks you can only tolerate 
well into the night, once your taste buds 
have been sufficiently numbed.

Of course, some consider taste a 
secondary component when selecting a 
champagne. After all, the pop of a cork 

and subsequent deluge of frothy bubbles 
is half the fun. If you’re looking to start 
with a bang, stick with a traditional cork. 
André brags about a resealable lid, but 
don’t be fooled: “resealable” means screw-
top. All the others we tried had genuine 
corks, complete with a protective cage. 
While it’s definitely the best deal ($3.99 
on sale), skip the André if you’re looking 
to hit the ceiling. 

Courson enjoys outdoor activities
THAT GIRL from page 6

CHAMPAGNE from page 6

Champagne light on tongue, wallet

rack of microwavable dinners to 
choose from, but I’m still let down as 
I leave Wawa with a hot pretzel and 
some mini chocolate chip cookies. 
Although I’m sure it’s just the hunger, 
I feel vulnerable and small. I think 
after being in such a quaint, rustic 

little town like this, it’s inevitable that 
you would start to lose touch with the 
impermanent state of things. Some-
times all it takes is an empty sandwich 
rack to bring you back to reality. 

Zoe Speas is a Confusion Corner 
columnist. She’d kill for some grapes and 
yogurt right now.

Empty Wawa shocks, worries
WAWA from page 6

CAITLIN FAIRCHILd — THE FLAT HAT

back to the top of pop stardom on Nov. 30, two days before 
the “Circus” release. 

The cameramen capture many facets of Brit’s life includ-
ing her tense relationship with her father Jaime Spears, who 
named himself Brit’s personal post-meltdown prison guard. 
Brit’s candid confessions pull on the audience’s heartstrings.

“When I tell people the way I feel, they hear me, but they 
aren’t really listening. I’m sad. Even when you go to jail, there 
is always the time you know you are going to get out, you 
know? But in this situation, it’s never ending. It’s just like 
‘Groundhog Day’ every day,” Spears said amid tears.

Viewers also get a peek at the crazed band of paparazzi 
that follows Brit wherever she goes. One photographer, after 
failing to get a shot of Spears shopping in New York City, 
throws a tantrum — complete with flailing limbs and explica-
tives. All of this while Spears’ posse clamber to hide the pop 
star in the back of an SUV. 

Sometimes, however, Britney exhibits imbalanced behav-
ior. She whispers to cameras in the corners of clothing shops 
and adopts strange accents when interacting with friends. 
Her most laughable moment occurs in the documentary’s 
final poignant segments when an interviewer asks Brit why 
she agreed to film her life.

“I guess I want people to know that I’m just like them,” she 
answers.

As if we all know what its like to be a superstar at 16, 
dance on a stage wrapped in a boa constrictor and have more 
money than we know what to do with. Sure. Okay, Britney. 

Despite all this, Spears manages to be mostly upbeat as 
she jets from music video set to Broadway shows. Her goofy 
displays guarantee life with Brit is never dull. In the end, 
most will probably want to be her best friend.

If the documentary’s goal is to allow Britney a chance to 
explain the maelstrom that was the last two years of her life 
while subtly promoting “Circus,” it does a damn good job.

“Circus,” dropped Tuesday, Brit’s 27th birthday. 
 It continues her transition from her original sugary pop to 

a raw, electronic dance style, a departure that began with last 
year’s “Black Out.” Where “Black Out” lacked soul, “Circus” 
draws from Spears’ traumatic experiences to create an album.

By now, all of America has had the “Womanizer” chorus 
stuck in their heads, and for good reason. The catchy lyrics, 
matched with the get-up-and-dance beat, propelled the single 
to the number one spot on the Billboard Hot 100 list — a first 

for Britney since “Baby One More Time” hit the top of the 
charts nearly a decade ago. Though “Womanizer” has been a 
huge success, it is one of the weaker tracks on the album. 

The same is true of the next single off the album, title 
track “Circus.” No doubt, Britney’s life over the last two years 
has been chaotic enough to be called a circus. The song, 
however, avoids Brit’s recent controversies and simply boasts 
her musical prowess. 

Brit addresses her nasty split from ex, Kevin Federline, in 
“Out from Under.” Though this song won’t make it to the top 
of the charts, its moving lyrics and slow tempo complement 
the album’s primarily fast-paced dance vibe.

In “Kill the Lights,” Brit bashes the paparazzi amidst a 
strong dance beat and unusual percussion combinations. 
“Mr. Photographer / I think I’m ready for my close-up … Is 
that money in your pocket? / Or you happy to see me?” This 
track is by far the best display of Britney’s new sound. 

Unless you are already in on the joke, “I Seek Amy” seems 
pointless. Sure, the dance beat is great and the lyrics are 
catchy, but who the heck is this Amy girl? And why is Britney 
so desperately seeking her? After a listen or two, the refrain, 
“if you seek Amy,” begins to sound a lot like “F-U-C-K me.” 
Suddenly, the chorus, “But all of the boys and all of the girls 
are beggin’ to if you seek Amy,” makes a lot more sense. 
Clever, Britney, very clever. 

“Unusual You,” arguably the best song on the album, 
doesn’t stick with the ubiquitous pop music theme of the 
cheating boyfriend. Instead, Brit sings about a love that 
exceeds her expectations. “Baby you’re so unusual / Didn’t 
anyone tell you, you’re supposed to break my heart? / I 
expect you to, so why haven’t you?” This track will prove a 
radio favorite.

Anyone who has found himself in unnecessarily awkward 
situations as a result of hitting the sauce too hard — so that’s 
an overwhelming majority of the College population — will 
relate to Brit’s Hangover Anthem, “Blur.” One of the few 
slowish songs on the album, “Blur” is a candid affirmation of 
Brit’s substance abuse, including lyrics like: “Hope I didn’t 
but I think I might’ve / Everything, everything is still a blur / 
Can’t remember what I did last night.”

Those who buy “Circus” will undoubtedly find themselves 
humming its many catchy choruses. Its singles will undoubt-
edly liven up dance floors of many a club or fraternity dance 
party in the months to come. If “Circus” is any indication of 
what the future holds for Britney, the Princess of Pop is here 
to stay.

CouRTESy PHoTo — MTV.CoM

BRITNEy from page 6
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men’s basketball

College outguns Howard, moves to 5-2

WHEN: 7 p.m.

andrew pike — the flat hat

Junior forward Danny Sumner

swimming and diving
USA Swimming Short Course 
Nationals — Atlanta, Ga.

SPortS

women’s basketball

taking 46 three-pointers per game, as the 
College did against Liberty, is not the Tribe’s 
best recipe for winning, especially against 
the Rams. When the College spaces the floor 
and moves the ball, it creates openings 
via back screens and allows teammates to 
make the extra pass. Stein and sophomore 
forward Marcus Kitts need to provide low-
post scoring to open up the perimeter for 
Schneider and Sumner, among others. Keep-
ing things balanced will force the rams to 
stay honest and prevent them from hawking 
the three-point line all night.

the tribe starts four upperclassmen, 
while VCU has only three healthy upper-
classmen on its roster. the experience 
edge may point to the College, but it 
won’t matter unless the Tribe’s veterans 
play like veterans. Cutting down on slop-
py turnovers, communicating on defense, 
and attacking the boards are essential for 
the tribe to succeed. If the College starts 
out slow, turns the ball over and gives up 
easy baskets against a young, aggressive 
VCU team, it could be a long night for the 
tribe.

KEyS to tHE gAME

ACt yoUr AgEbAlANCE tHE SCorINg

He’s the unquestioned floor gen-
eral for the rams. the lone senior 
on VCU’s roster, Maynor 
leads the rams in points 
(24.5) and assists (5.7) 
per game — both up from his junior year. He’s 
improved his shooting since last season too, hitting 53.1 percent 
of his shots and 41 percent of his three-point attempts. Maynor 
has shown that he can take over a game whenever he wants, so 
the pressure will be on the tribe to mix its defenses effectively, 
putting Sumner at the top of the 1-3-1 zone (as the tribe did in 
the 2008 CAA tournament) and getting physical.

SloW DoWN MAyNor

WHErE: Kaplan Arena

By andrew pike
Flat Hat Sports Editor

triBe 61, lOYOla (ChiCaGO) 64
The College of William and Mary came up 

short again on the road.
A 16-point first half put the Tribe (3-5) in a deep 

hole against Loyola of Chicago (4-4) in a 64-61 loss 
Tuesday night — its fourth road defeat of the sea-
son.

The College’s fourth-lowest scoring half under 
Head Coach Tony Shaver and a 10:26 span without 
a field goal allowed the Ramblers to build a work-
ing margin, eventually extending the lead to 15 
points with 19:20 remaining in the game. 

“If we make our lay-ups or our free throws, we 
win,” Shaver said following the game on Tribe Ra-
dio. “We were fortunate to have a shot to win it.”

The Tribe put together a series of scoring 
spurts in the second half to keep itself in the 
game, after a first half in which the College hit 
just 28 percent of its shots. Junior forward Dan-
ny Sumner, who was held scoreless in the initial 
period, hit back-to-back three-pointers to trigger 
a 9-2 run, trimming the deficit to six with 15:34 
remaining. But the Ramblers answered, pushing 
the lead back to 12.

Sumner led another Tribe run seven minutes 
later, scoring six straight points to bring the Col-
lege within six again. Loyola responded for the 
second time, rebuilding its lead to 54-42 with 4:41 
left.

From there, the Tribe outscored the Ramblers 
19-10, closing to within three points twice on 
layups from senior forward Peter Stein. 

With 24 seconds remaining, junior guard Sean 
McCurdy forced a tie-up in the backcourt, which 
gave the Tribe possession. Sumner was fouled, 
but missed both free throws, and freshman for-
ward Quinn McDowell and junior guard David 
Schneider could not connect on follow-up shots.

The College received one last chance at forcing 
overtime after Loyola’s Andy Polka missed two 
free throws, but Schneider’s three-pointer missed 
badly, ricocheting harmlessly off the glass. 

Schneider finished with a season-low: two 
points in 26 minutes of action. Shaver considered 
pulling his junior point guard from the game 
because he was still recovering from a nasty 
spill during Saturday’s overtime loss to Liberty 
University, which jarred loose one tooth and re-
quired stitches during the game and additional 
treatment Monday.

“He wasn’t himself tonight,” Shaver said. “[But] 
he’ll be fine.”

Sumner and Stein carried the load for the Tribe, 
scoring 18 and 16 points, respectively. Stein, who 
recorded zero points and five turnovers against 
Liberty, connected on six of eight field goals and 
knocked down all four of his free throws against 
the Ramblers.

A bright spot for the Tribe was the return of 
McCurdy, who missed the College’s five previ-
ous games due to an ankle sprain. McCurdy 
played 23 minutes, netting two points and dish-
ing out three assists to one turnover.

swimming and diving
USA Swimming Short Course 
Nationals — Atlanta, Ga.
track and field
Christopher Newport Opener 
— Newport News, Va.
women’s basketball
@ Richmond — 4 p.m.

SportS in brief

Radloff third in C-final at 
U.S. Short Course Nationals

swimming

In the U.S. Short Course Na-
tionals in Atlanta, Ga., yesterday, 
junior Katie Radloff posted a time 
of 22.94 seconds, placing third in 
the C-final of the women’s 50-
yard freestyle race. Sophomore 
Emily Burns finished 58th over-
all in the 50-yard free, while se-
nior Marina Falcone placed 50th 
in the 500-yard free.

— By Matt Poms

before the season, juniors David Sch-
neider and Danny Sumner both noted 
that VCU would have Dec. 6 circled on 
its calendar. It is the Rams’ first meet-
ing with the College of William and 
Mary since the tribe knocked the rams 
out of contention for an at-large bid to 
the NCAA tournament with a 56-54 CAA 
Tournament semifinals. 

 “I definitely think they’re going to 
be out to get us,” Sumner said. “I think, 
for us, we have to expect them to try to 
jump on us early.

“It’s the start of CAA play, and they’re 

picked to win the league again this year, 
so we just have to have the mindset that 
it wasn’t a fluke in the tournament.”

The Tribe can not afford a first-half 
performance like the loyola game 
against a quick and aggressive Rams 
team. VCU, the prohibitive preseason fa-
vorite to take the CAA title, ranks first in 
the conference in blocks and steals per 
game, forcing their opponents into 17 
turnovers per game.

the rams also have reigning CAA 
player of the year, Eric Maynor, to lead 
the team.

Tribe falls 
on road to 
Loyola

Grudge match

COurtesY phOtO — vCu spOrts

Eric Maynor

By JaCk laMBert
Flat Hat Sports Editor

triBe 80, hOward 55
Head Coach Debbie Taylor promised that her 

College of William and Mary squad would institute 
a cohesive, up-tempo offense this season. Thursday 
night, the Tribe showed just how effective that of-
fense could be, downing Howard University 80-55 
in one of the team’s most complete efforts of the 
season. 

Five Tribe players reached double figures in Tay-
lor’s fast-paced triangle offense, a scheme that is just 
starting to take shape eight games into the season.

“I was pleased tonight. We took  [around] 75 shots 
tonight which is what we want,” Head Coach Debbie 
Taylor said. “I was really pleased with our half court 
offense. I thought we passed the ball really well and 
saw the options when they were there.”

Options were available all night for the Tribe, 
especially for sophomore guard Katy Oblinger who 
tallied a career-high 10 assists in the contest. “Bling,” 
as she is known to her teammates, was a star for the 
College with zero turnovers, while pushing the ball 
up the court all night.

“How about that for an assist to turnover ratio?” 
Taylor said with a smile. “She played a great game, 
not to mention her seven rebounds. She ran the of-

fense and controlled the team.”
Junior guard Courtney Portell led the team with 

13 points, and her trio of three-pointers moved her to 
fifth all-time in the William and Mary record books 
for three-pointers made in a career.

Concurrently, junior forward Tiffany Benson 
recorded her fourth double-double of the season with 
10 points and 12 rebounds, while junior guard Kelly 
Heath and senior forward Dani Kell added 12 and 11 
points, respectively. Freshman guard Janine Aldridge 
rounded out the Tribe scorers in double figures with 
11 points.

The College took the lead early, as Kell scored 
nine of the Tribe’s first 12 points en route to a 37-22 
halftime advantage. The Tribe needed her contribu-
tion as Benson had to sit for most of the first half with 
foul trouble, scoring no points in the half.

However, Benson returned in the second half 
and found herself in a scoring duel with Howard 
guard Zykia Brown, who finished with a game-high 
22 points. For one of the first times this season, the 
Tribe was able to effectively run its triangle offense 
through Benson on the low block in the second half.

“The offense is designed to get the ball into the 
post,” Taylor said. “Because it’s a new offense, we’ve 
struggled at times to understand when the post is 
open.

“We’ve been working at it … so it was nice to see 

that the work we’ve put in the last couple weeks has 
paid off.”

The College will head to the University of Richmond 
Saturday before returning home on the 19th to face 
Hampton University before the start of winter break.
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Senior guard Dani Kell looks to drive against Howard.

Portell leads five Tribe players in double figures as squad routs Bison, 80-55

tribe vs. VCU
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