
93 Regiment 

Diary of Mr. M. Hartman of Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania 
From the 28th of Sep. 1861 

Residing in Franklin St. between Jrd and 4th Streets 

This book was filled on the 2nd of February 1862 

(September 28th, 1861. to October 12th, 1861 written in German, and so 
not transcribed.) 

October 1.6, 1861 
I was at Reading to see my family as my son was very sick but had re
covered again when I left Rea.ding for Camp Coleman, Lebanon, on October 
1.8, 1.861. 

October 2.6, 1861. 
I went home to Reading again to be present at the forty hours devotion 
in the new St. Paul's Church, which was the finest celebration I ever 
saw in any of our churches in Reading or elsewhere. On Sunday morning 
we sang Dimontis Mass with instrumental music, but it was not as good 
as I had expected it to be sung on this occasion. In the afternoon we 
sang a new vespers composed by Est which were sung very well. In the 
evening we had been to church where we had a fine sermon by Rev. Father 
Balli from Goshenhopen and afterwards the benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament. The next morning I went up to church again at half past five 
o'clock. After that I went home and took my breakfast. After that I 
went up to Mr. A. Miskeler and had my likeness taken in full uniform. 
After that I went home and prepared myself to leave Reading and my 
family until the war is ended for the term of three years, or i:f sooner 
discharged by proper authority. I left Reading at a quarter before 
eleven and arrived at Lebanon at half past twelve o'clock. 

November 1. 2 , 1861. 
We had a regimental flag presented by Mr. Coleman of Lebanon Co. which 
cost about $150, when Mr. Coleman made a fine speech for this grand 
celebration of the flag presentation which was very appropriate for 
this occasion. After that he was followed by our Col. McCarter whose 
speech was the best. Then we had a review by Mr. Coleman and Col. 
McCarter of the whole regiment. 

Friday November 15, 1861 
We had a great feast, namely the presentation of the State Colors by 
the Governor of Pennsylvania, Mr. Curtin. The ceremonies were the same 
as that at Mr. Coleman's presentation, only that the Governor had his 
staff officers with him. After the review one of his staff officer's 
horse got shy and fell on the officer and hurt him badly, but not seri
ously. In the morning we had a funeral of one of our members named 
Samuel Dunkelberger who died with a sore throat after several weeks 
sickness. He was taken to Mohrsville with the military honors. 

Saturday November 16, 1861 
My wife Bertha was up to Lebanon until Monday evening to see my once 
more before I left Lebanon for the seat of war. We were at church on 
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Sunday morning. In the afternoon we were in camp together. When she 
came to the camp in the morning we had our knapsacks on our backs for 
the first time when we marched through the whole town of Lebanon and 
then back to our camp again. In the afternoon I went over to town to 
escort my wife to the cars. She also gave me her little Edward's and 
my mother-in-law's likenesses to take along with me to the seat of war. 

Camp Coleman, Lebanon 
November 20, 1.861 
At eight o'clock in the morning our regiment was formed in line and 
taken to the eating apartment where each man got his three-day's ra
tions o:f meat and bread. For one day after this we went back to our 
quarters, strung our canteen, haversacks and knapsacks and then formed 
a regimental line, and at 1.0 o'clock we marched away from Camp Coleman 
to leave it for Washington and from there to the seat of war. At 11 
o'clock we were seated in the cars and left Lebanon, and a crowd of 
people numbering about 3,000 where a great many tears were shed on this 
parting occasion of friends and other acquaintances. At 12 o'clock we 
got to Humelstown and stopped there about one hour. During this time 
we took a view of the town. We then started for Harrisburg where we 
arrived at ten minutes after two o'clock in the afternoon. While we 
stopped there we took a view of: the Capitol of the State of Pennsyl
vania and other fine buildings around the city, among which was the 
State Assylum and the large academy built quite round on about a half 
square ground and some fine churches. The Assylum is built on a fine 
hill on the other side of the water opposite the city of Harrisburg. 
We then again started for Little York which· is 20 miles from Harrisburg. 
After we got out of town we crossed the large bridge over the Susqui
hana which is about 1 mile long. In crossing the bridge we could see 
the fish swim in the clear waters bottom from Harrisburg down to 
Middletown, which is on the left side of the Susquihana. We could see 
the wild ducks by the thousands as far as the eye could see. 

Below Middletown we met another town but not very large, and I don't 
know the name of it anymore. After this we got to Little York where 
we met the town house first, but it is one of the finest buildings I 
ever saw yet. After that we saw the fine new German Catholic Church 
with its fine tower and a great many fine buildings, but I would hardly 
have known the town anymore as it has changed so much since I left 
there. We got there a little before 5 o'clock in the evening and 
stopped outside of the town as the depot is quite of the town. We lay 
there until about 6 o'clock so I could not see much of the town anymore 
as it was quite dark then when we got through the main part of it. 

From there until Baltimore we lay down in the cars and slept until we 
reached the Balte Depot, which was at about 3 o'clock in the morning. 
All along the railroad from York to Baltimore the road is guarded by 
the soldiers for fear that the Rebels might do some harm to the road 
and so there is nothing but soldiers from there to Washington along the 
railroad. 

At 6 o'clock in the morning we walked over to Washington Depot which is 
about 3 miles. On our way we passed the Washington Monument, which is 
built of solid marble and is 250 feet high and is built in the center 
of the street. But most of the houses that we saw on our way through 



-3-

the whole city are only three stories high but they are most all of 
them higher than the Mishlers Hotel in Penn Street in Reading, which 
is five stories high, and they are all built of fine pressed bricks. 
But they are nicer than the Reading bricks are. After we reached the 
Washington Depot we then took our breakfast which was good coffee and 
bread and the best pork I ever eat in my life After that we stayed 
there yet until about 10 o'clock in the morning of Thursday the 21st 
day of November when we left Baltimore and went on to Washington. 

At Baltimore we met the 97th Regiment from Westchester in the State of 
Pennsylvania. They all had the Springfield rifles and they took the 
steamship for Fortress Monroe, but from Baltimore to Washington there is 
nothing to be seen but the soldiers on the way, except the Relay House 
which is now in our possession and right on the hill on the other side 
of the bridge is a fine earthwork with about sixteen fine cannon. But 
Uncle Sam is a very rich man for he had about three to four thousand of 
fine head of cattle for his men to eat so he provides very well for his 
men. 

We got to Washington about 4 o'clock in the evening where we took our 
supper in the soldier's retreat and then slept in the place called The 
Soldier's Rest, which is the house the President held his Inaugural 
Ball in. It is about one square from the Capitol. The next morning, 
which was Friday the 22nd of November, we took breakfast again in the 
Soldier's Retreat but we got more meat and bread there at one meal than 
we did in a whole day at Lebanon. At half past eleven o'clock we 
started for our camp which is about two miles from the Capitol of the 
United States and we can see all over the town, and we can see the 
United States Patent Office and the White House,the Washington Monument, 
but it is not by far finished yet, and it is all built of white marble 
as is the Patent Office, White House, and the Capitol, but the dome of 
the Capitol is all built of iron and made to imitate marble, but it is 
not done by far yet. There is hardly anything else to be seen around 
us as far as the eye can see but the white houses of Uncle Sam's men, 
and all day you can hear the cannons roar for practising. 

After we got to the camp we cleaned up the place and pitched up our 
tents and took our dinner and supper together, which was nothing but 
bread and water, but it tasted very well, and in the evening we all lay 
down early and went to sleep and we all slept very well in our new 
quarters. 

The next morning we had coffee but it was very poor. This was on 
Saturday the 2.Jrd of November. We had nothing else but coffee and 
bread all day. On Saturday night, the 55th Reg. of Pennsylvania Volun
teers arrived here and I got on guard on Saturday for the first time 
in an enemy's country. 

Sunday,November 24, 1861 
There was nothing new but that we could not get to church in the morn
ing as in Camp Coleman. So we lay about all day in our tents. In the 
evening we had dress parade but there are not so many strangers in the 
camp as there were in Lebanon. On Sunday night Col.. Rush's cavalry 
regiment arrived here but left the same day yet. I wrote a letter to 
my wife yet. 
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Monday November 25, 1861 
Nothing new but that we h~d some very fat meat for breakfast and sup
per and good coffee and soup made for dinner of splendid peas and very 
good bread. There was another regt. at the Soldier's Rest in the morn
ing. In the morning we had regimental drill from 9 to 11 o'clock and 
in the afternoon company drill from 1 to 3 o'clock, and at 4, dress 
parade. In the evening I wrote a letter to C. Mack. 

Tuesday November 26, 1.861 
We had fresh beef all day which tasted very good to us all and drilled 
as on Monday, only we had no regt. drill as the New York 86th regt. 
came in the morning and camped on our drilling place so we had no place 
any more for regimental drills. Our reg. is in General Cooms Division. 

Wednesday November 27, 1861 
There was nothing new but that it rained all afternoon so we needn't to 
drill all afternoon but I was on guard in John W. Smith's place for two 
hours and I had some fine times of it in the rain. Our arms came to 
camp in the evening but we did not get them yet. This day Iwrote two 
letters, one to Ste_ and one to my wife. 

Thursday November 2.8, 1861 
Being Thanksgiving Day we had only company drill and 3/4 1 s of an hour 
after that our Chaplain Mr. Quimby gave us a fine sermon on Thanksgiving, 
and while he was preaching we got our marching orders to leave Camp 
Brown Kendal Green, so we packed our knapsacks before dinner yet, and 
after that we began to tear down our tents and loaded them on the wagons, 
and about 2 o'clock we started for our new camp which is about 2! miles 
from Camp Brown right on this side o:f the Potomac. At half past 4 
o'clock we had all our tents up again and a good bed again to sleep in, 
but our supper was later than usual. 

Friday November 29, 1. 861 
On this day there was nothing new, only in the morning we had company 
drill and then it rained all afternoon so we had time enough to write 
again. I wrote two letters, one to Hagy and one to father. 

Saturday November 30, 1861 
This was the greatest day that I ever had and I would not take twenty 
dollars if I had not seen it before we leave Washington. Our mess of 
five men and one corporal went to the city and first we went to the 
United States Capitol which fills three acres of land, but I think that 
it will take about thirty years yet until it will be quite finished. 
The first is that you see the outside of the fine building which is be
yond description in regard to fine sculpture work and the fine statues 
which are about 1..5 to 20 feet high. These statues I could not make out 
what they are to signify. The one is a large Indian with a female by 
his side, and she has her hands crossed above her head as if the Indian 
intended to strike her and take her life. And behind them is another 
large man with a large Newfoundland dog laying by his side. Watching 
on the other side of the steps is a large figure of the man Christopher 
Columbus, with the globe in his hand, that found America, and a female 
with a child in her arms. On the one side of the door is General 
Washington and on the other side is Benjamin Frankl.in. 

When we come inside of the room under the dome, the whole walls are 
covered with large pictures which are about 15 feet long and 12 feet 
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high. The first picture is the finding of the Mississippi River. The 
second is DeSoto with his army. The third is the baptism of the Indian 
Queen Pocahontas. The fourth is the signing of the Declaration of In
dependence at Philadelphia. The fifth is the surrender of Lord Corn
wallis to General Washington. The sixth is General Washington resigning 
his commission before Congress. The seventh is the surrender of the 
British to General Washington. The eighth was William Penn's treaty 
with the Indians. The ninth is the Battle of The tenth was a 
portrait of General Washington. We then went up on the dome as far as 
we could get. Up there we had a fine view of the whole city and the 
whole Potomac, the long bridge and Alexandria, the large medical college 
in Fairfax County, Virginia, the Maryland Lunatic Asylum, St. Matthew's 
Catholic Church, the Navy Yard, and Arsenal, the President's House, the 
White House, the United States Treasury, Post Office, Smithsonian In
stitute, the Washington Monument. After we got down we went into the 
Senate Room which was just newly painted, but here you can see the 
luxury of people. After that we went through all the other rooms and 
into the House of Representatives where they were just fixing up in the 
basement of the Capitol. They bake all the bread for the Army around 
Washington. 

After that we went to the Smithsonian Institute, but this place beats 
all I ever saw. In the first place it is a most splendid building, 
built of brick. When we got into the inside we went into the Museum 
there. You can see every sort of creatures that live on the earth, 
in the water, or in the air, from the smallest fish up to the largest 
seal and some of them are about 10 feet long, all kinds of snakes, eels, 
toads, turtles about 4 feet long, every sort of wild and game fowls 
from the smallest bird to the largest. There is an ostrich there about 
7 feet high, all kinds of eggs, 1 fossil bird's egg that measures 12 
inches in length and 9 inches in diameter. All kinds of minerals, medi
cines, skeletons of Indians and other people and beasts, and reptiles, 
Indians with their tokens of all kinds and description, also a fine lot 
of Indian sketches and other fine pictures. One is the murder of 
Innocents in the time of Herod in Jerusalem which is over 1800 years 
old and a great many more such old pictures. But all of them are of 
Catholic tokens. There you can sit down in the Library Room and read 
any book you wish to read. In one room there is all kinds of machinery, 
a lecture room, and a great many others. If I were to say all that I 
have seen there it would take me a whole year. 

After we got out of the Institute we went to the Capitol part of the 
United States and this is the U.S. Patent Office, but here I cannot be
gin to put down as the things there are by the thousands of every kind. 
They have all the military cloths and weapons and camp furniture of 
General Washington, General Jackson's Military coat and the muskets 
given to him by the Emperor of New Mexico. All the silk robes that 
the Japanese Minister Ti.con presented to President Buchanan which are 
all fancy silks and ten in number, and a great many other things pre
sented to him. We got tired of looking as our eyes got sore with look
ing at the things there. 

We then went to the hospital where they have about 150 men in, but 
everything looks as white as snow in there. One man had just died 
when we came there. We then saw the Treasury and Post Office D~part·
ment, the White House, Washington Monument,the President's House and a 
great many other places. And on my way home I bought 1-t pounds of 
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bologna sausage and a good loaf of rye bread. The bread was excellent 
but the sausage was very poor. One of our mess bought a piece of sau
sage called blood sausage which was most excellent and only cost ten 
cents a pound and is very cheap. 

Sunday December 1., 1.861 
On this day all was the same as for common and so all week only on 
last Thursday night our Col.. had the long roll drummed at 12 o'clock, 
so we had to get up at double quick and form a line of battle without 
arms but then you could hear the men cough, but from the time that the 
drum was rolled and in fifteen minutes after the roll, the line was 
formed already. This is done to try to get the men up in a hurry in 
case of danger of being attacked by the Rebels, so we will have to get 
up often yet before we get home. 

December 2, 1861 
We received marching orders to leave Camp Brown and go to Camp Mary 
Fort Good Hope, which is about 4 miles from the Capitol over the East 
branch of the Potomac, but it is a finer place than the other camp 
ground was. Our whole brigade under General Tiltball when along with 
us. The regiments were the 86th New York, 85th Pennsylvania, 6th New 
Jersey and ours, 93rd. 

December 9, 1861. 
I was in town again to hunt up my uncle Conrad Hartman, but after a half 
day's search I did not find him nor the Mr. Werner Lock.smith, so I went 
through the city a little and then went back to camp again. 

December 1.0, 1861. 
This morning we went to the arsenal and got our arms which are Belgian 
muskets with rifle barrel and cap lock and weigh 11-3/4 pounds, and 
shoot from 100 to 300 yards. But we have no cartridges yet. 

December 1.1, 1861. 
We went over to our Fort Good Hope and dug out stumps all day, but I 
had no blisters in my hands as we got home to our camp. 

December 12 through 15, 1861 
All was usual, nothing worth noticing transpired during this time of 
4 days. 

December 16, 1861 
In the morning I got off of guard at 9 o'clock AM and then signed our 
payroll, and in the afternoon at half past 2 o'clock we received our 
money. That is our company and my brother and myself each received 
$14.73 from the 27th of September up to the first of November, so I 
lost $1.29, that is for 3 days wages. 

December 17, 1861 
Our regiment was detailed for fort digging, but I went off and washed 
my clothes which was the first time I did wash since I left home. We 
must be at work at the Fort every 4th day as one of the regts. of the 
brigade is there each day and then it is our turn every 4th day, and 
so on. 

December 18, 1861 
I did not drill any as I was altering a pair of pants and putting the 
stripes on Sgt. Rhoads pants and coat and received 15 cents for my 
trouble which took me 2 hours to do it. 



-7-

December 1.9, 1.861 
On this day our regiment went up about a mile from our camp with knap
sack and one meal's ration of provision and canteen filled with fresh 
water with us, and after we were there we had battalion drill til dinner 
time. Then we took our dinner, then we had a review by our Colonel and 
his family as we are going to have a review and inspection on Capitol 
Hill some time next week. After that we went back to our camp again. 

December 2.0, 1861 
Today our regiment was over to the large Fort and I was digging with 
the pick all day at the water trench around the outside of the Fort. 
Four of us men dug out about 5 ft. deep and 10 ft. square, and I had 
but one small blister in my hand when we were done. This was the second 
day for me. 

December 21, 1861 
On this day I was bushling a pair of pants for I. Shraeder and Allbright 
and received 20 cents for my trouble. 

December 22, 1861 
This Sunday morning we had inspection of arms and clothing at 9 o'clock 
AM. And at 11 o'clock the religious services, and at 4 o'clock full 
dress parade, and so every Sunday. Then I wrote a letter to my wife 
yet to send with a Mr. Kinsey on Tuesday morning, but this afternoon our 
mess of 5 men had the best dinner that I and we ever eat, and this was 
a nice roasted goose and it was also filled yet, and it was presented 
to me by Lt. Rhoads for repairing his coat and pants last week. And 
then we had good fried potatoes with it which could not be beat by any 
cook. This evening we have a fine roasted beef steak for supper. Each 
mess must fry it themselves and is about 3 pounds of meat as fine as 
any in Reading or any place else. With this we got good bread and cof
fee with it. So I do not think that we could have got a better day, 
that is in regard to the eating line in Reading if we had been there. 

December 2J, 1861 
It had commenced to rain on last evening at about 7 o'clock and was 
raining and snowing all night and today, so we had nothing to do all 
day so we amused ourselves by playing cards and in the afternoon I put 
a collar on my grey shirt, and during the night it stormed so bad that 
we thought every minute down would go our tents. In the afternoon I 
received 3 letters, 1. of father with the express receipt, 1 of my wife, 
and 1 of J. Richards of Philadelphia. And he also sent me a Post 
Enquirer of Saturday and a post stamp. 

December 24, 1.861 
Today I was on police duty, that is cutting wood and carrying water for 
our cooks all day, and my brother John was on picket duty for the first 
time, so I was alone all day. I do not know whether he was on picket 
duty at Fort Greble or at the Chain Bridge, which is 11 miles from our 
camp, and that would be a hard walk for him with knapsack with 2 blank
ets and the musket. The Fort is only 5 miles from camp. 

Today I received 2 letters, 1 from Christian Koch stating that he would 
not come to me and spend his Christmas with us and partake of our 
Reading dinner and take a glass of wine with us, so our pleasure is all 
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gone for this Christmas day. The other letter was from my wife Bertha 
stating that they are all quite well at present. I was very tired in 
the evening, but it was so cold all day that we did not drill any in 
the morning, but in the afternoon they drilled about an hour. 

December 25, 1861 
This being Christmas Day so we had no drilling, but in the morning each 
man of our regiment received 7 rounds of blind cartridges so we went 
out and tried shooting for the first time. But a great many of our 
muskets had some fault or other, but they are better than we expected 
them to be and they shoot a. good mark. I had sent in to the express for 
my goods but the office was shut so I could not get them today, and I 
think the things will all be spoilt until I get them. If our utler 
had brought them when he promised to do it yesterday, I would have had 
them today and had no trouble with the things, so I must go into the 
city tomorrow myself and get the boxes. 

Today we got our new pants but they are all light blue and a good deal 
better than our first ones. We had a quart of good old rye whiskey in 
our mess which tasted very well to us all as we had not tasted any since 
we left home. 

December 26, 1861 
After I had written all my news for Christmas Day I had noted down a.1-· 
ready that we had not received our box. It came at last but it was too 
late to eat any of its contents, but we each eat one of the fine apples 
which my wife sent me which were very good indeed as it was something 
new to us. The next day at dinner, that is on Thursday afternoon, we 
made the goose warm but it wasn't as good any more as it would have 
been had we got it in time to eat it on the day before, but it tasted 
well to us all after all. Then John and myself eat the horses as they 
had broken their legs on their long journey from Reading to Washington 
in the ca.rs, so we thought it was better to eat them than leave them 
spoil for us in the box: Today our regiment was at fort digging again 
but I dug with a needle at altering the pants as they were almost all 
too long for the men. So I altered four pair which made 35¢ into my 
pocket, which was better than fort digging. 

December 27, 1861 
Today I was altering 4 pair of pants a.gain. For this I got 40¢. We 
then tasted our bitters and the nice sponge cake that John's girl sent 
him, but this was excellent and the pickles also. 

December 28, 1861 
Today I altered 3 pair of pants when I ma.de 40¢ a.gain but Babb's are to 
be pa.id yet, that is 10¢ for him. Today we were mustered in for our 
pay and will be paid next Friday, the 3rd of January 1.862, but it comes 
very ha.rd on me to work 3 whole days in succession as I am not used to 
it any more and it is too cold to work on the ground in our tents es
pecially in the morning, yet at noon it is warm enough. 

December 29, 1861 
This Sunday I was put on extra. duty for the first time since my enlist
ment and this was for not being at dress parade last evening as I had 
another pair of pants to alter yet at 4 o'clock. But I might have been 
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excused if I had told the captain but I would not do it. Today all 
was the same as another Sunday, only that we have drank our bottle of 
wine which was something new to us as I did not dri;v~ any yet for a 
long time. 

December }O, 1861 
This morning at 9 o'clock I got off of guard and then took my break
fast for I was very hungry. I then went to work again at altering 
pants. In the afternoon I went out to drill. When we came back again 
at half past 2 o'clock when I went to work again but I did not get 
through with my one pair as there was a great deal to do at them. 

Decem~er )1, 1861 
This "being the last day in this year but today we had little more than 
usual for we had a general inspection of our arms and clothing, and 
afterwards our tents were also inspected by Col. lVIcCarter and our regi
mental doctor. But they said that our tent, No. 2, was the finest in 
our camp and also the cleanest. This afternoon each man got five rounds 
of cartridges when each company had to fire one volley before our Col. 's 
quarters, but our company is not to be beat on this ground. This even
ing at dress parade each man got five rounds of cartridges again and our 
whole regiment fired two shots by companys, but our company can beat any 
on the ground. After the two rounds were fired by company, then the 
regiment fired at will, the same as in a battle. After that our Colonel 
made a fine speech on the close of the year 1861. It was very good. 
Then we had dress parade. 

January 1, 1861. - New Year 1.861 
Today we did not drill any at all so I altered 3 pair of pants which 
gave me 60¢, so this was a good beginning of year 1861. But in one re
spect it was also a bad beginning as I ought to have gone to church in
stead of my working, but this could not be with me as a soldier has no 
holidays so we must make the best out of them, and I had so much work 
on hand that I did not like to get any more on it yet. So I thought it 
would be better to work than lay around idle. In the evening before 
dress parade, each of us got ten rounds of cartridges and then shot 
them away again. At the dress parade in the evening our band went over 
and we serenaded our Brigadier General Tiltball. Th.is was all for this 
day. 

January 2, 1861 
Today our regiment was over to the fort again and I was handling the 
pick again all day. Yesterday I wrote 2 letters again, 1 to my wife 
Bertha and the other to John Kaul and my other comrades. Today John 
Readcay, Jos. Dann, and my brother John dug out our tent about 18 in
ches and made our house 2 story, so now 2 of us lay in the upper and 3 
in the lower story. 

January J, 1862 
Today we were not paid off as it had been promised to us but we expect 
to be paid on Monday, the 6th of January. Today I was at work today 
all day for Corporal H. Haug and made 50¢ at it. Today Jerome Richards 
sent me a Philadelphia Inquirer of yesterday, the 2nd of January, which 
is very nice of him. This evening a man out of Company H died of ty
phoid fever in our regiment hospital. 
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January 4, 1862 
Today it was hailing and snowing from last evening to this afternoon 
so we did not drill any today, so it gave me a good chance to work so 
I made 55¢, but we had dress parade in the evening. Lastly, I have 
received 2 letters from home, 1 of my wife Bertha, the other a small 
one from Christy Tritch. Today I got a new pair of shoes again, and 
my brother and myself bought a pair for our Joseph for $1.50 to send 
home to him. 

January 5, 1862. 
Today I was detailed for picket duty at Fort Carrol which is about 2 
miles on this side of Alexandria and about 4 miles from our camp. 
During the day I went over to Fort Greble which is not quite 1 mile 
from Alexandria. From there I could see the hotel in which Ellsworth 
was shot in and it is a fine town for its size. You can also see Fort 
Ellsworth. There are about 4 to 20 large 32 pound howitzers and 2 
rifle cannons in each of these forts and are already for action. 

About 8 o'clock in the evening it commenced to snow until the next 
morning, but after all there was no great snow the next morning. Then 
we went and chased up some rabbits but we did not get any as they were 
too smart for us. I think they were some of the Rebels. I came back 
to our company again at one quarter of eleven o'clock when our men were 
all busy at cleaning the snow away from the place where we have our 
dress parade. 

In the evening, after supper, I wrote J letters, 1 to my wife Bertha, 
1 to Christy Tritch, and the Jrd one to Mrs. Ebner, wife of Major John 
Ebner of Reading and it was a letter of thanks for the $J gold piece 
which she gave to my son, little Edward, as a Christmas present. 

January 7, 1862 
Today Joseph Dann and myself went into the city and bought a camp 
stove for ,2.75 and a wash basin for 37¢, so we divided it into 5 parts 
and it came to 62¢ on a man and now we feel quite at home. Then I 
bought 3.5¢ worth of fancy paper and envelopes and again 10¢ for cigars 
arid cakes, 14¢, which makes my expenses for the day2$1.21. 

We were also through the President's House and the White House and 
Treasury Dept. again. And we saw Gen. McClellan at the President's 
House in the Reception Room. He was sitting in an arm chair as he 
had been sickly for a while past. 

When we got home we put up our stove and our tent is now as warm as any 
kitchen in Reading and we can make warm water now whenever we want any. 
We saw Haffeditzer Cavalry Company in town, also this morning I altered 
F. S. Yeager's pants, Samuel Griesmoyers, the next H. Kline's. Then we 
carried logs for building up our tent for winter quarters. 

In the afternoon I received a Sunday Dispatch again from Jerome 
Richards but no letters this day. In the evening we got ten rounds of 
cartridges to shoot at dress parade i~ honor of General Jackson's battle 
and success in New Orleans on January 8. 

January 9, 1862 
Today it was raining all morning. We had nothing but dress parade in 
the evening. In the afternoon I received a letter of Jerome Richards 
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in which he stated that he had been sick when he received my letter so 
he could not answer it any sooner. I then finished Samuel Griesmoyer's 
pants and then put buckle straps to W. H. Lacey's pants, so I made only 
30¢ this day. It was just like Spring here all day. 

January 10, 1862 
Last evening I wrote a letter yet to my wife Bertha to send my money 
home in it today, and l to my father today. We did not drill any as it 
was raining all night again. So I altered a pair of pants again for 
Nathaniel Sheirey which gave me 40¢ again. At half past 12 o'clock we 
got our pay from the first of November 1.861 to the 1st of January 1862 
and I have received $26 and then I sent $25 home with our Second Lt. 
Rhoads to my wife Bertha, so I had only $1 left of that money. But I 
think I can get through if all men that owe me anything pay me. Today 
I received a letter of John Kaul and now I will forgive him and my other 
comrades. I also wrote a German letter for our John to I. G. Herman 
where he learned his trade with. 

January 11, 1862. 
This morning I was detailed for guard duty again and our men were out 
washing their clothes. I was altering a pair of pants for H. Kline 
but could not get them done quite, which gave me 35¢. In the evening 
at dress parade we put up a high pole for our regimental flag and while 
our Colonel raised it up the band struck up the Star Spangled Banner 
and 3 cheers by the Regiment. 

January 1.2, 1862 
This morning I got off of guard at 9 o'clock and then it was all the 
same as other Sundays. In the morning I wrote a letter to Jerome 
Richards. In the evening at dress parade Capt E. S. Aneona, now member 
of Congress for Berks County, and IVIr. Eppiheimer of Reading at Pear
son's Store, were in our camp and I had a fine talk with them about 
Reading. And in the evening I wrote a letter to John Kaul yet. 

January 13, 1.862 
This morning our regt. commenced to drill again but it was very stormy 
here and I had broken my tube by shooting so I had to get it fixed so 
I did not drill any, and then I was at work all day but I only made 5¢ 
as I was working for a dead horse this ti.me, but I got 12 sheets of 
paper and 12 fancy envelopes for altering a pair of pants. 

January 14, 1862 
This morning when we got up there was about 4 inches of snow outside 
so we did not drill any in the morning. But I was at work again alter·
ing pants again which gave me 25¢ again. In the afternoon I was out 
drilling but it was very cold so we did not very long. In the evening 
it commenced to snow again and very bad at that. I got a letter of my 
wife, Bertha, and I also sent her one again. 

January 15, 1862 
Today it was raining all morning so we did not drill any today. In 
the morning John and myself packed our box and I then wrote a letter 
to my father. · In the afternoon I was working and made 25¢ yet by the 
operation, and in the evening we took the box over to the sutler to 
take to the express office and paid 2.5¢, and so it made 10¢ for me and 
John 10¢, and J. Dann 5¢. 
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January 16, 1862 
Today it was too icy to drill so we had nothing else to do in the 
morning but read the papers, so I wrote a letter once to my friend Luis 
Weaver of Reading. This evening we had some fine roasted beef steak 
with good coffee and bread to eat with it. 

January 17, 1862 
This morning I was detailed to guard duty again but such a mud I never 
saw in my life. Today we got marching orders to go to Fairfax Court 
House on Monday morning with 40 rounds of cartridges and leaden pills. 
I then got a letter of Christian Koch and answered him immediately in 
the afternoon, and from 7 to 9 o'clock I was on guard again when I 
filled my shoes with mud and water. 

January 18, 1862 
This morning just as I had got off of guard at 9 o'clock it commenced 
to rain very hard so we were laying in our tents all day again, so we 
had nothing else to do. So I washed my haversack and 2 pair of stock
ings and then greased my shoes and slippers and I bought an Inquirer. 
In the afternoon I got a letter of Mr. R. Stehley, the organist of St. 
Paul's Church and altered a pair of pants for James --· yet. 

January 19, 1862 
Today it was raining all the day so we had no inspections of arms or 
clothing. We had also no divine services today so I read my prayers 
at Mass after 10 o'clock in the morning. And in the afternoon the ves
per prayers and services and packed part of my knapsack for tomorrow 
morning as we will have enough to do then. 

January 20, 1862 
Today it was still raining yet so we couldn't go off today anyhow, but 
the New York Regiments of our Brigade went over to Tenelytown to the 
place that we are now going to as the first orders were again contra
dicted about going to Fairfax Court House. I then altered a pair of 
pants for W. Gass of Company G and this gave me 35¢ again. 

January 21, 1862 
Today it was still at raining and there was no prospect yet of clearing 
up in the morning. I put stripes on our Captain's pants and in the af
ternoon I done a small job yet for our Sgt. Major, J. Teed. In the af
ternoon I got a paper of Jerome Richards called the Sunday Transcript 
but I got no letter today as I expected. Today we also got our meat 
for the march to Tenellytown. 

January 22, 1862 
This morning at 4 o'clock the reveille was beat. After that we had 
roll call as usual and then we began to pack up our things for the 
march. We then took our breakfast at half past 5 o'clock. After that 
we were laying about yet. About half an hour then we took down our 
tents and at 7 o'clock each company got three teams and so we commenced 
to pack our duds on to the wagons until they were all quite filled up 
to the top. But we had quite a time to get our knapsacks on the wagons 
as each man wanted to be the first one with his as we were afraid that 
we could not get them all on the wagons. But after all we got them all 
on but we had to leave our old stoves there until the next day as the 
teams will go over again to get the other things that were left behind. 
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So we left 3 men of each company back to guard the old camp and other 
things, and at 9 o'clock we started to leave camp Mary Fort Good Hope 
and commenced our march to Camp Edward near Tennellytown. But such a 
mud I never saw in my life yet, for at some places it went quite up 
to our knees and our leggings came very handy to us for we did not 
even get a wet foot, but our pants were dirty up to the hips and our 
overboots were quite dirty all over. 

On our way through the city of Washington we saw some of the Rebel's 
flags hanging out of the windows and as we went through Pennsylvania 
Avenue I saw a great many of the Reading boys in Uncle Sam's clothing 
but we could not speak to any of them. After we had passed the White 
House and the President's, we passed the fine large monument of Gen. 
Lafayette on horseback in the middle of the street, built of white 
marble with a fine iron railing around it. The General and horse are 
in large life size, about 16 feet from the ground. 

After that we came to Georgetown which is a fine place but nothing to 
compare with Reading, but it has some fine churches in it. We then 
passed the Georgetown College. This is a very fine place of recrea
tion for the pupils as they have plenty of room around the building. 
After that we came to the large water works which is outside of the 
town and it is about JOO ft. above the level of the road and furnishes 
water for Washington and vicinity. The water pipes a.re about 18 inches 
in diameter. 

After this we had to travel about J miles yet to Tennellytown. We 
then turned to the left and went over about half a mile to our camp. 
Our Col. A. Mccarter then named it after his son, Edward. The next 
camp that we came to I suppose will be named after his black servant 
girl. When we arrived I was detailed for guard duty and so I had to 
go on guard yet after our long and hard march which made me so tired 
that I could hardly walk any more. 

We have a very fine camping place with a fine creek of spring water 
flowing by it, inside of the camp guards to wash in. About 2 square 
above us the 55th New York State Militia Regiment is quartered. They 
are all Germans and the Col. himself is a Frenchman. About 1. mile from 
us the 13th Pennsylvania lays but they have a very good band with them. 
The Anderson Zouaves lay only about 3 squares away from us. They are 
a fine set of boys. The New York Regt. above us have a regular tavern 
with them and a lot of fine looking ladies also. But wl').ether for a 
good or bad purpose I do not know, but our Col. stopped them from sell
ing liquor to our men, but they got it anyhow. 

There are some very large forts here around us. We are about 3 miles 
from the Chain Bridge and half a mile from Tennellytown. This is a 
small place with about 30 houses, but they are finer than they are 
around us usually in this land of ignorance. I then got a letter of 
Jerome Richards and he also sent me a fine diary book as a present. I 
wanted to pay him but he said he would not take anything for it if it 
only suited me, that was all he wished. 

January 23, 1862 
Today I got a letter of my father with a receipt for the box at the 
express. Today we were fixing up our bunks to lay on at night, and 
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in the evening we had dress parade. In the morning I wrote a letter 
to my wife Bertha and gave it to our Sgt., Mr. Alen Gilbert as he went 
home to Reading on a furlough for six days. 

Ul"anuary 24, 1862 
Today we were doing nothing but laying about in our tents and keeping 
up the fire so that we did not freeze as it was too cold to drill, and 
in the evening we had dress parade again. Late in the evening we re
ceived the box sent by my father and my wife Bertha. It contained the 
following articles to wit= 3 good mince pies with 1 plate, 2 pounds of 
smoking tobacco, about 1 lb. of cavendish, 100 cigars, 2 qts. of old 
rye, a bottle ketchup, 2 pieces of castile soap, a razor, 1 towel, 1 
piece of blood pudding, about 3 lbs. of sausage, 1 lb. of butter, 3 
coffee essence boxes full of jellies, 2 hanks of black linen thread, 
half hank of white, 6 strong buckles, 2 letters of my wife Bertha, 2 
smoke pipes, 8 postage stamps. After we had again repacked our box, 
some of our men bought 6 qts. of good cider and a lot of cakes and then 
distributed it. After that I distributed 2 small bottles of old rye and 
among them we had a fine concert as we have some very good singers in 
our mess, names as follows: Mr. F. Willson as prime, I.W. Seiders, 
tenorist, John S. Shraeder, M. Hartman, J. Corkery, and W.H.H. Lacey 
as basso buffers, and the rest for the different other voices. But 
Willson is the most comic singer I have ever heard. 

January 25, 1862 
Today it was very ugly outside as it had been snowing and hailing all 
night. So we did not drill any today so I wrote 2 letters, 1 to my 
wife Bertha and the other to Jerome K. Richards. In the evening we 
had dress parade again. The ketchup was very good on our fresh beef 
at supper. In the evening we had cider and cakes, cheese again, and 
then concert for the winding up. 

J'anuary 2.6, 1862 
Today being Sunday we had inspection of arms and clothing by our Cap
tain and 1 of the Brigade staff officers, and the weather is very fine 
this morning. Company A went out on picket duty over at Tennellytown 
at General Peck's headquarters, and at 11 o'clock we had our religious 
services. At 5 o'clock we had dress parade. The rest was as usual on 
Sundays. 

J'anuary 27, 1862 
This morning we were to drill from half past six to half past seven 
as skirmishers at half past eight. There was to be guard mounting 
from half past nine to eleven o'clock. There was to be Battalion drill 
with our knapsacks on our backs, but we had nothing of all this as our 
Captain is too much of a gentleman as to make us do any such thing. In 
the afternoon we had a little Company drill. I then received a letter 
of my wife Bertha yet which was very consoling to me. 

In the evening we partook some of the old rye when we had a regular 
old folks concert again at which our old captain, Lt. Kinsey, and his 
wife, and Lt. Rhoads were present and they were all very well pleased 
with the singing. We intend to start a good singing club. Mrs. Kinsey 
is going to stay with us alltogether to lead a camp life. She cooks 
for the officers. 
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January 28, 1862 
Today we had Company drill about half an hour before breakfast, then 
it commenced to rain again so we did not drill any more. I was buckl
ing a pair of pants for Sgt. Reiland which gave me 10¢ again. In the 
evening we had dress parade. 

In the evening at half past 7 o'clock a sad accident occurred in the 
102nd Regt. P.V. It was a follows: One of the guards was drunk and 
coming into his tent one of the 16 men in the tent exchanged a few 
words, then the guard took up his musket, aimed at one of the men, and 
shot. When the ball passed through the first man and hit another one 
behind him, the first was dead on the spot and the other ran out of the 
tent yet and gave 2 loud yells and then dropped down dead. The names 
of the dead men were Isaac Young and E. Landrorf. The name of the man 
that shot them was not known to me and they took him to Washington 
where he will get his sentence. 

January 29, 1862 
This morning I was with Capt. to ask him about a pass to go over to 
Virginia to see C. Koch, but the Captain told me that he had asked to 
go himself once and that our Brig. Gen. Peck gave orders that no man 
would get a pass out beyond the Brigade lines, so my hopes are all gone 
now of seeing Christian without he comes over to me as he is very near 
to us now, so I will write to him to try to come over to me if he pos
sibly can come over to me. This morning our Sgt. Gilbert came and 
brought our John's shirt and a letter for me from my wife Bertha stat
ing that they were all quite well at present. 

In the afternoon our Company was out at target shooting when I made the 
best shot of the entire Company and was about l.Ji inches from the center. 
Then we had nothing but dress parade, when our Col. McCarter delivered 
his last farewell address. This is something that we are all glad to 
hear as he is not fit for the office anyhow. There is a great deal of 
talk about our Captain being Colonel of the Regt. He would be fit for 
it but we would not like to lose him in the Company. But if he can 
get it he ought to take it anyhow for we would all like to see him ad
vance as much as possible for he is the best man in the Regt. anyhow. 
Then Lt. Kinsey will be Captain of our Company. 

I then wrote a letter yet to my wife Bertha in the afternoon yet. I 
do not know how it is that my comrades do not write any more. So far 
Jos. Kaul did not write yet. 

January JO, 1862 
This morning it was raining again all day long and our Capt. went home 
to Reading quite unexpectedly. No one of the Company knew anything 
about it. Today one of our men, Peter Cullen, was taken away from us 
and taken to General Peck's headquarters for his dispatcher, and ano
ther one, J. Rhoads also. I then wrote a letter to Christian Koch. 

January 31, 1862 
This morning I again detailed for guard duty but it was very muddy. 
There was no drilling all day. In the evening we had dress parade and 
after supper we went up and sang in the Capt.'s tent for the 2 Lt.'s 
Kinsey and Rhoads and Mrs. Kinsey. The songs were: 1st-Auld Lang Syne, 
2nd-Old Sexton, )rd-Peter Gray, 4th-Dinakins and his Dinnak, 5th-Silver 
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Moon, 6th-Alice Ben Boll, 7th·-1Vlarseilles, 8th-Star Spangled Banner, 
9th-Columbia. The Gem of The Ocean, 10th-Massa' s In the Cold Ground, 
11th-I Hear The Angels Sing, 12th-Hard Times Come Again No More, 
13th-Lily Dale. This was all for the day then. 

I went on guard duty again from 9 to 11 o'clock. I and the officers 
of-me guard then saw signal lights on the tops of some houses occupied 
by Rebels. The one is only about .3 squares from our camp. The others 
were about .5 miles in the direction of the Cha.in Bridge. Our Brig. 
Gen. Peck gave orders that any time that we would see any of those 
lights on those houses that we should report immediately at headquar
ters and then they would have the house routed. But they cannot get 
a right clue of them because when they got over the lights were no 
more to be seen. From 11 to 3 o'clock it snowed that the snow was 
about .5 inches deep. 

February 1, 1862. 
This morning at 3 o'clock I got off guard and it was still raining and 
snowing together which makes it very slushy so that one cannot even go 
out of his tent. At 9 o'clock the old guards had to salute the new 
ones, then we were dismissed. Then I cleaned my musket. This evening 
we had no dress parade as our Colonel \NaS not here and Lt. Col. Johnson 
would not do it. 

February 2, 1862 
This morning our whole Company went out to picket duty, the half over 
to the Chain Bridge and the other half towards the right to guard the 
Turnpike and other private property. After our Company had parted at 
Tennellytown we passed some very fine farms and large barns built on 
the Pennsylvania style. 

The first post was about 6 miles from Tennellytown. There our men 
had a fine frame house to sleep in. The second was a. mile farther 
but they were in open air. The third party was in a school, 1. mile 
farther yet. Then our last squad was to go back again about 3 miles 
but we went back and hunted over hills and creeks and could not find 
any of the other guards to relieve them. So we went back to Tennelly
town a.gain after a march of about 14 miles. We were then so tired that 
we could hardly walk any more, but we had a. good night's sleep anyhow. 
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EXPENSES FROM JAN. 1st, 1862 

.1862 
rran. 1st 

2nd 
4th 
?th 
9th 

10th 
11th 
13th 
15th 
18th 

II 

20th 
21st 
23rd 
29th 

Paid out 
,, " 
ff It 

For stove, paper & sundries 
Tobacco, candles & paper 
Sent home & thread 
Horse and Cook 
For cigars 
Tobacco, cheese, express 
An Inquirer 
Cigars & thread 
For thread 
For tobacco & cheese 
Molasses, cigars & cakes 
For a paper 

Amount carried over 
Jan. 31st Leggings, cakes 
Feb. 2 Pies and cakes & cigars 

$ Cts. 
~ 

.03 

.53 
1. 21 

.13 
25.0J 

.27 

. OJ 

.24 

.03 

.07 

.02 

.14 

. 30 

.05 
28.64 

$28.64 
. J4 
.25 

$29.23 

So I spent and sent home from the 1st of January to the 2nd of February 
$29.2.3. My income was in the same time $33.23, which leaves me a fine 
balance of $4.00 sum. Four dollars to last me until we get our next 
pay in March. The weather is fine once again, the sun is out once again. 

BALANCE IN MY TREASURY ON JAN. THE 1st, 1862 

1862 
Jan. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 

Jan. 

In 
1st ·cash 
27, 1861 H. Babb Dr Paid 
1, 1862 Adam Himmel.berger, Cash Dr 
28, 1861 Corp. L. Weis, Jr. 
1, 1862 Samuel Fisher Dr Paid 
25, 1861. John Fritz, cash 
26, 1861 W. H. Riland, cash 
27, 1861 J. Beck, cash 
11 J. Cimmerman, cash 
9th,1862 H. Haug, cash 
11 M. Crillman, paid 
11 L. Weis 
" J . Da.nn, pa.id 
8th F. Yeager dr paid 
9th Carried over 
11 S. Griesmeyer paid 
" W. H. La.cey, ca.sh 
'' J.. S. Rea.dcay, cash 

10th Gov. Wages for 2 months 
11 N. Shei.rey, cash 

11th H. Kline, cash 
" J. Da.nn, ca.sh 
13th F. Rissmiller, cash 
14th J. Reigner, cash 
15th Cash 

$ Cts. 
1.14 

.10 

.35 

.30 

.25 

.10 

.25 

.10 

.10 

.50 

.35 

.20 

.50 

.10 
$4.34 

.35 

.05 

. OJ 
26.00 

.40 

.35 

.17 

.05 

.25 

.25 



Jan. 18th,1862 Cash 
" Cash 
20th Cash 
" Postage 
28th Cash 
29th Postage 

Amount Carried Over 
Took in Cash 
The expenses were 

Directions for= 
Mr. Christian Koch 

Stamps 

Stamps 

in care of Col. H. G. Sickels 
3rd Regiment, P.V.R. Corps 
Company A 
Washington, D.C. 

-1.8-
~ Cts. 

.03 

.40 

.35 

.06 

.09 

.06 

$J3.23. 
$JJ.23 

24.23 
$ .oo 





Camp Edward near Tennellytown, Washington, D.C. 

February 1, 1862 
This morning at 5 o'clock I got off of guard and it was still raining 
and snowing yet which makes it very mushey so that one cannot even go 
out of his tent. At 9 o'clock we have Guard Mounting when we, the Old 
Guards, had to salute them then we were dismissed. I then cleaned my 
musket. This was a rather hard job. This evening we had no Dress 
Parade as our Col. McCarter was drunk again and IJt. Col. Johnson would 
not have it then. 

Feb. 2, 1862 
This morning our whole Company went out on picket duty and after the 
guard mounting was over at the Yard Quarters at Tennellytown, half of 
the Company went to guard the road towards Rockville. The last post 
is about 10 miles from our camp and the other half of the Company went 
over towards the Chain Bridge which is only about 3 miles from our 
camp. Our John was in the last party but they had no place to sleep 
but the bare ground and one of their blankets to cover themselves with. 
But he liked it very well after all, but I did not like it very well 
for I and 9 other men were sent off to relieve some pickets in the 
woods and after hunting all around, and after travelling 14 miles and 
then not finding any person to be relieved, we started back. to our 
headquarters over at Tennellytown and reported ourselves, and that we 
could not find our post. We then got orders to go back to our camp 
again as there were only 3 posts and these we had already relieved, so 
we might have traveled until dooms day and then we would not have found 
our place after all. 

Some of our men had fine houses to sleep in at night as there are plenty 
of houses empty that were once occupied by the Rebels and are now va
cant as they were afraid of getting into trouble when the talk was about 
the taking of Washington. Some very fine farms are to be seen on the 
Rockville road, built on the Pennsylvania style, but they are most all 
occupied by secessionists and we had orders to take very good care of 
ourselves and not halt them more than twice, and if they did not halt 
we were to shoot them without any fear or pardon. 

Some of our men took pieces of wood from the buildings for a token of 
remembrance. I will never forget that day as long as I live for I was 
so tired when I got back to camp again that I could hardly walk any more, 
but I had a good night's sleep which took it all away again until the 
next morning. 

Feb. 3, 1862 
This morning it commenced to snow again in earnest so we did not drill 
any all day, neither had we any dress parade this evening. So we lay 
around in our tents all day, but I am almost tired of this laying around 
as we have not drilled any for about 2 months as it is entirely too 
muddy to do anything in the line of drilling in this time of the year. 

Feb. 4, 1862 
This morning the sun has made it's appearance again for the first time 
in about 5 weeks, and it seemed quite strange to us to see it once 
again. This morning.our Company went out target shooting to try our mus
kets at 250 yds distance, but we got only 5 of the balls into the board 
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and our Lt. Col. J'ohnson says that the muskets are not worth shooting 
with so I think that we will get other good rifles yet as the officers 
are trying hard to get the Ennfield rifles. 

In the afternoon I received 2 papers of Jerome Richards, 1 of the Sun
day Dispatch and the other the Sunday Transcript and I am going to 
send them home to my wife Bertha. I also received a letter of my wife 
Bertha stating that they were all quite well at home. I then sent her 
an answer immediately. In the evening we had dress parade and one 
captain acted as colonel very well. 

Feb. 5, 1862 
This morning it was as usually only that Lt. Kinsey drilled our Sgts. 
and Cpls. in the Zouave drill, and in the afternoon we had a good 
vegetable soup for dinner. It is made of all kinds of vegetables, then 
powdered and pressed into cakes and then taken wherever they want to 
cook any soup of them, and it makes excellent soup too. 

After dinner we were out about half an hour drilling the Zouave drill 
under Lt. Kinsey and it was very good. After that the New York Zouaves 
came down to our Company and 2 of them commenced to show us the French 
way of Zouave drill, but it is much nicer than our drill and they don't 
do it up to the handle. During the drilling 1 of the men cut the 
other a piece out of his lip with a ramrod of the musket which was very 
bad. In the evening we had dress parade. 

Feb. 6, 1862 
This morning after roll call we had a little double quick for about 
half an hour after breakfast and it commenced to rain again so we did 
not drill any today. In the afternoon our shoes were inspected and 
they were all condemned. That is all our last shoes. In the evening 
we had dress parade. After supper we gave a good concert to our Capt. 
Chaplain Quinby, Sgt. Mgr. Teed, and a great many others and they were 
all delighted. 

Feb. 7, 1862 
This morning we did not drill any at all on account of the mud. In the 
morning I had my hair cut by our Sgt. Fritz as they were very long for 
I had not got them cut since the 28th of September 1861. We had no 
soup for dinner so I eat my dry bread and it is also good. In the af
ternoon I received a letter of Luis Weaver of Reading. I also heard 
in the afternoon that Taenger and Weill.es piano establishment had burnt 
down and that 6 fine pianos and all their tools, patterns and every
thing else was burnt up to ashes, but how the fire issued I do not know, 
so as soon as I heard it I sat down and wrote a letter to Christian 
Koch stating it to him. 

Feb. 8, 1862 
This morning I was detailed to guard duty again. We got bad weather 
again as it has commenced to snow again but it did not last long. In 
the afternoon I got a New York Herald sent of Jerome Richards. Today 
we also got good news from Tennessee in the capture of Fort Henry, a 
small skirmish near Fairfax Court House. At this .first place our men 
captured 1 general, 1 colonel, 2 captains, and 60 privates, 20 cannons, 
17 mortars and a lot of other things, and our loss was only 1 killed 
and 6 wounded. In the evening we had dress parade as usual. In the 
evening we had some singing for our Captain, Chaplain and some other 
officers. 
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Feb. 9, 1.862 
This morning between 3 and 4 o'clock while I was on guard, there was a 
large signal light high up in the air in the direction of the Chain 
Bridge and sometimes it would be so large that it looked like a large 
fire. Then all at once it disappeared an¢!. I did not see it any more. 
At 5 o'clock I was free again. At 8 o'clock 3 companies went out on 
picket duty but they have all returned but 20 of our men who had to 
stay. The rest all came back and must keep themselves in readiness 
in case they should be called on at any time. 

At 1.1. o'clock we had religious services but I did not go over to hear 
their sermon today. In the evening we had dress parade as usual. In 
the evening after supper I was singing hymns but none of ours except
ing two, Jesus Savior Of My Soul and Charity. 

Feb. 10, 1862 
This morning after breakfast we packed our knapsacks and at 9 o'clock 
we f cirmed a regiment and then went over to the other side of Tennelly
town where we had a regimental drill once again. But if I had to go 
into another company but Company H I would rather be drummed out of 
camp with a dishonorable discharge for their other captains do not un
derstand more about drilling than the lowest of privates in the rear 
rank. 

In the afternoon our men of our company went into the woods and cut 
down some nice cedar trees and planted them before our tents on both 
sides of the avenue and over our tent. From both trees we trimmed a 
large arch and then I made a fine wreath and in the center of it we 
put the number of our tent, No. 4. This afternoon I got a letter of 
my father. In the evening we had dress parade. After supper until 
roll call we were trimming all the time. 

Feb. 11, 1862 
This morning, or rather last night, 1 man out of Company G died but he 
was not sick as he was helping their mess plant trees all day and at 
night some of the men in the same tent heard him groan and as they had 
the candle lit he was dead already. He is from Reading and his name is 
Durmlap, so this is the 5th man in our regiment that has died. 

Then the next thing was 1 of our men in our mess, J. S. Shraeder, had 
stolen 2 eggs from John Fritz, our Sgt. Quartermaster, last night, and 
when we rigged him for it in fun, he denied it and told 1 lie after 
the other. But this morning we had the matter settled and he, after 
knowing that he was caught, came out and told us that he had done it 
in a joke, but I do not believe it. 

This morning Lt. Rhoads came around to us men with a petition for 
other rifles, and each man in the whole company signed it without 
much coaxing. We then went to trimming again. In the afternoon we 
had Zouave drill. for about half an hour when it commenced to snow 
again so bad that we had no dress parade. In the evening I al.so re
ceived a letter of my wife Bertha and a Sunday Transcript of Jerome 
Richards. I then wrote a letter to my father yet before night. The 
was news are getting better now every day. 
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Feb. 1.2, 1862 
This morning our Lt. Kinsey and some other of the officers drew up some 
resolutions that are to be sent to the House of Representatives at 
Harrisburg for the Assembly to make a law providing for such families 
that their husbands or sons that are in the United States Services should 
be protected from the landlords, so that they should not be pushed for 
rent while their husbands or sons are in service, when our whole com
pany went and signed it. After that I mended Lt. Rhoads coat and some 
other pants when I made 4¢ for it and an apple. This afternoon Mr. 
Dunnlap of Company G was buried at Tennellytown without much ceremonies 
but one thing, they made him a fine double coffin, the inside of walnut 
but only 8 men of the whole company went along with the corpse to the 
burial ground. 

But in the evening after supper we had the best concert that I have 
ever heard or seen yet. It was given by 2 men out of Company H. They 
are the best Negro performers that I have seen yet. They were also 
assisted by the following men out of our company which cannot be beat 
in our whole regiment in singing: Mr. J. Boogs as violin player, Mr. 
F. B. Willson as comic singer, J. W. Seiders as tenorist and myself as 
primo basso, and a lot of others. One tent was so crowded with men 
that we could hardly breathe any more. Among them were 2 men from Old 
Berks County, Mr. Pile and Mr. Francis. They said that they had never 
heard the like of this in their lives and they never thought that we 
would enjoy ourselves in such a manner. After the concert they treated 
us with some good mince pies, cream, sugar cakes, apples and good 
cigars, but the wine was forgot. But I think the folks at home think 
we must be disheartened and that crying all day, but they are greatly 
mistaken in this impression. 

I wrote a letter yet to my wife Bertha and another to my father for 
Mr. Sheifely of Reading, an old friend of ours. He belongs to the 98th 
Pennsylvania Regt., Col. Blenkers of the city of Philadelphia, and he 
comes to us occasionally. 

Feb. 1. 3, 1.862 
This morning as we did not drill so I went out to wash my shirts. When 
I arrived at camp at half past 12 the dinner was over so I fried myself 
some bread. This was very good. In the afternoon we received the 
glorious news of the capture of Roanoke Isl.and and of Ellisabeth which 
is the best news we have heard yet since the war has commenced. We 
then had Zoave drill half an hour and dress parade in the evening. 

Feb. 14, 1862 
This morning we had a small Zoave drill again and this afternoon we had 
a vegetable soup but we did not like it much. In the afternoon I re
ceived a letter once of my friend Christian Koch. He at last received 
my last letter where I sent him the news of the Taenger's loss by fire. 
He also stated that he had received a letter of my wife at the same 
time. I also buckeled a blouse and shirt in the evening. At dress 
parade our Lt. Col. complimented our company again by saying before 
all of the officers of the regiment that ours was the best drilled and 
smartest in the regiment. 

Last night at about 1 o'clock a man of Company I departed his life 
again. He died of typhoid fever and was sick but a short time. This 
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is now the second death in our regiment in this week. Just as I was 
recording this death another man out of Company D had died again of 
typhoid fever. This speaks very bad for this camp as this is now 
the Jrd death in less than 1 week. One of the men was sent home. 
How it is with the others I do not know. In the evening we had dress 
parade as usual. 

Feb. 15, 1862 
This morning I was again detailed for guard duty but it has commenced 
to snow again which if it lasts long will make it very mushy when it 
thaws again. In the afternoon we received very good news of the war. 
I also received a letter of Jerome R. Richards. There is a man in our 
regiment that had deserted and was caught again, and when they got him 
he had frozen both of his feet so that I think they will have to ampu
tate both of his feet, and he is quite out of his senses at present. 
And still our Col. Mccarter keeps him in the guard house where he must 
freeze to death entirely yet. 

Feb. 16, 1862 
This morning at 9 o'clock I got off guard. I then cleaned my musket 
and I then wrote a letter to Christian Koch and also sent him a copy 
of The Knapsack. Today we had inspection of arms and clothing again 
as we had none for a good while. At 10 o'clock we had religious ser
vices but I did not go. I sent the letter and paper to Christian by 
I sac Redcay of the 12th regiment. I also wrote a letter to J'. Richard. 
In the evening we had dress parade as usual. 

Feb. 1.7, 1862 
This morning it commenced to rain again so we did not drill any today. 
In the morning I carried wood for the cooks. In the afternoon I 
trimmed J. W. Seiders blouse and put a seat into John Fritz's pants. 
In the morning 3 men of our company went off to go to Carria on a ship 
of war but 2 of them were sent back to us again. Their names were Jr. 
W. Sallada and J;evi Weise. I;evi Dehart was accepted and left for 
Carria today yet. The war news are now getting better every day and 
we got news on last Friday that we would be in a very heavy engagement 
within 10 days. How true it is time will teach us. I hope we will 
and that we may all come out as safe as the other men of Uncle Sam's 
have the past few days. This evening we received the news that General 
Beauregard had been captured. All the cannons were fired that were 
around Washington. 

Feb. 18, 1862 
This morning it was raining again and it was very bad and disagreeable 
outside of our tents. The report of Gen. Beauregard was contradicted. 
We had a fine Zoave drill in the morning in the presence of all the 
other companys and it was very good as the officers were all well 
pleased with it. In the afternoon Jerome Richard sent me the Sunday 
Dispatch and Sunday Transcript. We had no dress parade this evening. 

Feb. 19, 1862 
This morning it commenced to rain again so I done nothing but filled 
13 canteens with water and split wood for keeping up our fire. Lt. 
Kinsey came into camp this morning from Reading and told me that my 
wife had intended to send me some likeness but of whom I do not know, 
but she had not brought it to him as he left on Saturday evening. In 
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In the afternoon I received 2 letters, from my wife Bertha and the 
other from my father. Jerome Richards sent me the Frank Leslie's 
Illustrated News of the 22nd of Feb. In the evening we had dress 
parade as usual. 

Feb. 20, 1862 
This morning I was detailed for picket duty with our whole company, 
but before I left I sent my wife a letter and 3 papers and also a 
letter to Luis Weber. I was then stationed at the Tennellytown post 
office. Our duty was not to leave any soldier pass through the 
gates without a pass from Brigade Headquarters, nor to allow any 
person to carry any liquor through without a pass from the Provost 
Marshal or from the headquarters department. But such a night I never 
saw i.n my life for we had 12 guards, 4 boarders, 3 children and a 
woman all sleeping in one room, black and white, all mixed up together. 
The families are all mixed here in this place as if it were all one 
family, and it ma.de me feel at home after all when I heard the children 
cry every now and then. The war news are getting better now every day. 

Feb. 21, 1862 
This morning at 1.0 o'clock I got back from my picket duty. We did 
not do anything all day but we had dress parade in the evening. But 
in the afternoon Jacob Bardy and Mr. Wolf of the 88th Regiment P.V. 
were here from Alexandria, VA. 

Feb. 22, 1862. 
This morning I was again detailed for guard duty and at 1.0 o'clock our 
regiment was formed when our Col. McCarter read the farewell address of 
General Washington and then made a fine speech afterwards. Our Chap·
la.in, Mr. Quimby, made a fine prayer in honor of the recent great 
victories all over our country. Afterwards the men gave some good 
cheers for our great and noble army. They then formed themselves and 
got our Lt. Col. Johnson to make a speech, but he only said a few 
words in which he said that he was no great speech maker, but if we 
ever wanted any work he was the man that would help us to do it and 
he is able to do it. After that there were 3 cheers given for him. 
Then our regimental Sgt. gave a speech but very short and good. It 
was then the regiment commenced to give one loud cheer after the other. 

At 12 o'clock 1.4 cannons were then fired at Ft. Gains by the 55th New 
York Regiment, when the Col. 's daughter herself discharged 4 loads of 
them in a very fine manner and which gave her much credit. In the af
ternoon I received the Frank Leslie's Illustrated News from J, 
Richards. In the evening we had dress parade but after supper we had 
our ca.mp illuminated, after which our band went a.round to all our 
officers and gave them a fine serenade which lasted til after 9 
o'clock when they retired to their quarters. 

Feb. 23, 1862 
This morning at 5 o'clock I got free from guard duty but it was so 
muddy that we could not have any religious services so we had nothing 
to do all day. In the evening we sang hymns until about 8 o'clock 
when I went to bed. 

Feb. 2.4, 1862 
This morning our company went over to the woods and brought over green 
cedar branches to put into our avenues so that it wouldn't be so muddy 
but after we were done a storm came such as I never saw in my life. 
The tents of the 55th New York and some of ours were flying in all 
directions. The Knapsack Printing Office was also hurled to the 
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ground when they lost all of their type. In the city of Washington 
the chimneys and tin roofs were flying in all directions and the 
storm lasted until about midnight. We did not go out of the tents 
any more all day. 

Feb. 2.5, 1.862 
This was the coldest morning that we have had all winter yet, but the 
sun came out early in the morning when it became quite pleasant again. 
In the morning we had company drill and in the afternoon we had bri
gade drill for the first time under General Peck when our whole bri
gade was present. But our Col. lVIcCarter was the dumbest commander 
of them all. I would not have been in his place for no money. The 
other officers all said that we had the largest and finest regiment 
in the brigade but the poorest colonel and some of the company offi
cers were also very poor. In the evening we had dress parade. 

Feb. 2.6, 1862 
This morning we had another festival here and this was 1 of the men 
of the 62nd had a letter D branded on his hips for deserting his regi
ment and then was drummed out of camp by the whole brigade after him, 
but he did not care at all and was laughing all the time while the 
regiments were after him. 

This afternoon our regiment was again on to brigade drill but our 
company did not go today. I was detailed to company police duty which 
is to carry water and split wood for the cooks and the captain. In 
the evening it commenced to rain again. Today I sold my stove for 7.5¢ 
which gave me 1.5¢ for my share. 

Feb. 2.7, 1862 
This morning the sun was up again early in the morning but the wind 
was almost as bad as on Monday so we did not drill any in the morning, 
so I wrote a letter to Rev. Fr. Shrader and to my wife Bertha for just 
after dinner we received marching orders to leave tonight at 12 o'clock 
with the whole brigade, with 4 days of food rations of meat and 3 days 
crackers, and 1 loa:f of bread and 100 rounds of ball cartridges, with 
our knapsacks filled, but where we are going to we do not know. But all 
we know is that 11 o'clock our regiment is to be formed in line and at 
12 o'clock the brigade must be formed ready for marching. Our men were 
busy all afternoon in packing up our things but we expect to be back 
again in a. few days SO we were waiting until about half past 7 0 I clock 
when we got other orders as they were countermanded and we were then 
at the same time to keep all our things packed to leave at a minute's 
notice, so we lay down to sleep without any of our blankets to cover 
ourselves. 

In the evening we went up to the captain's tent and sang there until 
half past 9 o'clock, so we and all the teams were waiting until this 
morning when all the teams were ordered to go home until further no
tice. And the reason thai we did not go was that they could not get 
cars enough. 

CET Feb. 28, 1862 
This morning after the teams had all left we were still in readiness 
to march at any time that we should be called upon to leave. But at 
9 o'clock our men were all told that they should unpack again as we 
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were not going to leave here, that we should get ready for division 
inspection which would be at 10 o'clock. When the time had come our 
regiment was formed, but this time we had the largest lot of men out 
since we are in service as we had from 800 to 900 men in the ranks. 
The major of the 62nd New York regiment of Anderson Zoave's inspected 
us with our Lt. Col. Johnson. Our quartermaster Schultz, our surgeon 
Mr. Simington and the company officers, and also our major Mr. Osterlok. 
We were almost frozen until our teams had been inspected, after that 
our cartridge boxes were also inspected with all of our cartridges in 
them. After this was done it was 1 o'clock so we went to dinner. 
After dinner all our clothing on our person and in our haversack were 
inspected. Then the major said that we had the largest and finest 
company of men that he had seen in service yet, and told our captain 
in presence of us all that he could be proud to command such a body of 
men and that he would come over to us some day and see us go through 
the zoave drill. 

At half past 4 o'clock we were mustered in for pay yet by him, so I 
think we will be paid off after all before April. But I believe after 
that we will go into the field of battle by all appearances as we have 
got all our cartridges yet. In the afternoon we got coffee for dinner 
instead of soup as our cooks had no beef to cook with the rice or 
beans. Today I got a letter of lVIr. Hagy and I also wrote 1 to my wife 
Bertha in the evening. Today we had no dress parade as it was after 
5 o'clock when we got done. We were very tired. 

lVIar. 1, 1862 
This morning it was so cold that we could not drill any, in fact it has 
been colder here the last 3 days than it has been all winter. But the 
weather is clear again. We have some good prospects of having fine 
weather now. In the afternoon I got the Illustrated of Jerome Richard, 
also wrote a letter to lVIr. Hagy. In the evening we had dress parade 
as usual. In the evening a lot of men of our regiment went over to 
Tennellytown to give our Col. lVIcCarter and his wife a good serenade. 
Among the men were Capt. Bointen, Capt. Daughtery, Lt. Kinsey, Lt. 
Rhoads, Redick and others. The others were Bob Harder and one Butcher 
Gibbs of Company I, Waxy Willson, J. W. Seiders, Sgt. Gi2bert and myself 
out of our company. In the first place we went to the post office at 
Tennellytown. There we sang a while as our regimental band had just 
been serenading the colonel, so we did not go over right away and 
waited until they were done playing. We had the following instruments 
with us~ 1st a violin, 2nd 2 banjos, )rd a tambourine, and 4th a tri
angle. Then we sang a few sentimental songs which were followed by 
some comic songs also. But we kept the people laughing until their 
sides began to crack for I have never in my life seen any comic singer 
like to the sgt. in Company I, and he also plays the tambourine. 
There we each drank 3 glasses of beer. 

When I felt like singing after that we went over to the Jackson where 
the colonel and his wife stopped at. There we sang Hard Times for the 
first time, then the band played a piece. After that our colonel then 
requested Waxy Willson to sing Maggie Murral Where They lVIake Soldier's 
Tents Out of the Ladies Hoops and Skirts. After this was sung he 
called us in to take some good cheese and crackers but said he, "the 
wine the members of the 9Jrd regimental band have drunk as they stole 
the march on you, but you shall have good fresh water." So we went 
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into the house and partook of the good cheese and sugar crackers which 
were very good indeed. The the colonel wanted some good comic songs, 
also his wife wanted it, so the play then commenced and one piece after 
the other was sang until after 9 o'clock when we went over to the 
tavern, but before we left the Col. I had to sing The Old Sexton, which 
I sang better this evening than I ever sang it before and they were 
highly pleased with our serenade. 

After this we went to the tavern. There we sang Red, White and Blue 
and a few more, then we were left in and each man had a good bitters. 
Then the concert again began until half past 10 o'clock when we took 
another good drink. Then we left there and ~ent home to our camp, but 
before we went to our camp we went up to the Col. of the 55th New York 
Regiment. There we sang Marseilles Hymn, then we sang a few more songs. 
After that the Col. came out of his tent and thanked us for the kindness 
that we had showed him in giving him a serenade. Then he took us all 
up into a long tent built of boards with a long table. When we all 
seated ourselves around it, then he treated us with good wine. Each 
of us got 2 glasses, then the singing and playing commenced again when 
they made us 2 large bowls of the best hot punch I drank yet. When 
this was av.er the Col. gave us some good cigars and sang several good 
French'songi,fqr(our benefit~. When lcheer was given after the othe~, 
the c01. told us;: that we should ta.ke 'it out while we could. The ,next · 
serenade we would have would be in Richmond, and he then made a fine 
speech. We were there until about half past 2 o'clock when we went 
home to our camp and went to bed. This was a very expensive party on 
th~ Col. of the 55th as there were about 30 of us there, but he said 
th~~ was the best night he had spent since he had left New York. 

Mar. ?, 1862 
Thts wo}'.'ning we had company inspection again. After that John and my
se~+; tp()k a walk over to the Chain Bridge. I believe that I have seen 
mo~~ tr~n 4,000 tents of old Uncle Sam's men. Over the river we could 
alfiiQ $e~ the place where the Reserves are encamped. The Chain Bridge 
is putt.t on the same style as the Harrisburg Bridge in Reading is 
bu:lJ t tjn, only it is not covered and the sidewalk is not floored yet. 
Th~p 'ti~ \'.l'.Elt'lt down the toepath as far as Georgetown and then back to 
out c~l!J.p, qn our way we passed the reservoirs where the people of 
Wa~hingtgr. get their water from. It is about 70 feet deep and covers 
abgyt,8P 13-pr~s of land. We also saw a great many fine orchards of 
pe~qb~~. apples and pears and cherries and these cannot be beat in 
Per;ii)sylyapia no where, and some splendid houses and barns, but the 
be~t ~~ ~~l, some very fine ladies live in these fine houses. They 
ar$ v~+Y handsome creatures. 

• • • '•' • ~ < 

Mar. 3 and 4, 1862 
Today and on Tuesday there has nothing transpired that is worth noting, 
only th~ 4th it has been snowing and raining again as it usually does 
here, for as soon as it is dried off once then it either rains or 
snows again. Today I had my likeness taken for Jerome Richard, and 
in the evening I sent one of my blankets, my old slippers, a pair of 
old shoes, 5 bottles, 3 of them wine bottles, several of my old let
ters that I had received, a wash basin, pair of socks, my Diary Book 
from the. 28th of Sep. 1861 to the 3rd of Feb. 1862, a pie dish, a shirt 
and blanket for Jos. Dann for my wife to take care of. Also shoes and 
tin can for Mrs. Gilbert, a pair of pants and some other things of Mr. 
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J. Corkery for his wife. I also sent 3 crackers and a piece of speck 
to my wife. Our John also sent crackers and speck, old letters and I 
also sent my muffler and my likeness home for my wife to see how I 
looked at present, and she is to send it to Jerome Richards. On Mon
day, or some time next week, our Sgt. Mr. Allen Gilbert, paid for the 
box and Jos. Dann for delivering the box from the camp to the express 
office in Washington. The former cost 10 ¢ and the latter 25¢. 

Mar. 5, 1862 
This morning I was detailed for general police duty but this was the 
hardest day I ever had as I was carrying logs with 3 other men the 
whole day for building a guard house. The logs were about 23 feet 
long and from 10 to 13 inches thick, and we had to lift the last logs 
up about 1.2 feet high without a scaffold. In the afternoon we had to 
put away all the large and heavy boxes that 4 of our teams had brought 
in during the day, and had to lift one on top of the other one. I got 
a pair of new shoes and a pair of stockings again. These are my third 
pair of each. This afternoon a very sad accident occurred in our regi
ment. One of our company were out target shooting and on their way 
home the Orderly Sgt., Mr. Crawford of Company E, had a load in his 
rifle and shot at a tree. When he missed it and the ball struck the 
Majors Hosler Cornelius Hauser of Lebanon in his side and the ball 
passed out behind. He was standing in front of the Col.'s tent. He 
was taken over to the hospital and the doctors examined him all over, 
but they say it is no serious wound as it is only a flesh wound. Some 
of the men are too careless with their arms. I would not like to be 
in this Sgt.'s place that shot the man, but they cannot do him anything 
for it. 

Mar. 6, 1862 
This morning all was as 
of burnt pants for the men. 
I did not go out with them. 

Mar. 7 and 8, 1862 

I was working all day at the buckling 
Our company was out on briggade drill, but 

These 2 days it was the same as on the 6th only that I was out on regi
mental drill on Saturday when Col. Mccarter commanded us. But every 
thing had to be told to him about dozen times before he could give the 
command, and then it was wrong. Our captain at last had to take us 
back to camp as the Col. was ashamed of himself for he would raise on 
his horse, then look at our captain who acted as Lt. Col., then to 
Quartermaster, then at the regiment, until he could not say a word 
anymore. In the afternoon we were out shooting and then dress parade. 
Then we stood on the parade ground as the weather is very fine. 

Mar. 9, 1. 862 
This morning we had company inspection of our arms and knapsack and 
its contents. Also our cartridges, when a great many had them in the 
boxes wrong, with the balls up, but the weather is now like summer 
time. At 11 o'clock we had the religious services again. As on all 
Sundays, we had dress parade again. I did not get to Christian today 
as we are to leave tomorrow night and we cannot get a pass nohow. 

Mar. 10, 1862 - Camp Pier Pont 
This morning at 5 o'clock the long roll was drummed when we all got up 
and answered ro.11 call. After that we got orders to have all our 
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knapsacks packed with 3 days rations for the march, so we all then be-· 
gan to pack our duds and each man got JO crackers and 4 pieces of good 
ham. Each man also had 60 rounds of ball cartridges with him and at 
half past 9 o'clock our regiment was formed and then we marched up on 
the Tennellytown or Chain Bridge road. There our whole brigade was 
formed, the 55th New York, the first batallion of the brigade, the 
1.02nd or old 13th Pennsylvania, the 2nd batallion, ours the 93rd was 
the 3rd battalion, and the 62nd New York Anderson Zouaves, the 4th 
battalion, and the 98th Pennsylvania, the 5th battalion. So we marched 
away then and it was raining very bad yet. 

After we got over the Chain Bridge I met Mr. Meyer of Reading that 
kept the small store in 4th street above Franklin. He is in a Artil
lery Regiment. They had about 60 cannons. We took the advance, then 
we got out to the Jrd P.V.R. corps, but every regiment on the other 
side of the Potomac had left already. I then met Sebastian in Chris
tian's company and he told us that there were 40,000 men ahead of us. 
After us there were also over the same number, but we have the largest 
regiment that I have seen among all of the others. After we had got 
away from the camp of the .3rd regiment about 1 mile, we went into a 
large field, or fields, and encamped there over night and got some 
good coffee as a colation, but we were so tired that we could hardly 
get along anymore. It then stopped raining and the sun came out yet 
towards evening. But such a sight I never saw with so many soldiers, 
but the whole Reserve Regiments and the others of 40,000 went ahead and 
did not stop. They were to go about 7 miles further. We will get into 
a battle yet before tomorrow night. In the evening we carried some 
green brush and then lay down to sleep. The sky was our roof but we 
slept very well after all, only that I got cold feet towards morning. 

In the morning of the 11.th when we got up we had tea for our breakfast 
again and speck, then some of the Reserves out of Christian's company 
came over to our camp. One of them was Henry Olten of Reading and the 
other I did not know, also Mr. Boone. We had a great talk about things 
around here. During the day there was nothing new in our camp as we 
were still waiting for marching orders. The Reserves are about 7 miles 
away from us. In the evening we had dress parade. After supper we 
went over into the woods and built us a kind of hut out of trees. 
There we slept better than the night before. 

Prospect Hill - Mar. 12, 1862 
This morning all was the same as the day before, only in the afternoon 
I went over to Col Rush's cavalry and saw Joseph Winter. He is E Flat 
Bugler in the regimental band and gets 35 dollars a month. We had a 
great talk with each other. I met a great many Reading boys there. 
John Hook, Jacob Wagner and Mr. Rothenberger are also in a band in our 
division, but I did not see them yet. This morning we had battalion 
drill with our knapsacks on. 

Mar. 13, 1862 
Today it got cloudy again so we went to work and built up a small tent 
of green pine boughs and took my gum blanket for a roof and we slept 
very well after all. In the afternoon we got fresh beef once again. 
They slaughtered the cattle themselves but they went around it very 
dirty for they threw the meat around in the mud as if it were for the 
dogs to eat. 
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Mar. 14, 1862 
This morning at 6 o'clock we were called out to get ready to march 
again, so after we had all things were packed, we got our ration of meat 
again for 1 day more and at 8 o'clock we marched with the whole division 
of 15,000 men and they say that they had a string about 8 miles long, 
so we marched back again toward the Chain Bridge. But when we came to 
Arlington Height we halted and we were all taken into the fields to 
wait for further orders there. 

I saw John Hock, John Wagner and Mr. Rothenberger. They are in Bir
ney' s 2.Jrd regiment now commanded by Col. Neil. This is the best band 
I have heard yet since the war broke out. Mr. Herman, son of the butcher 
Herman of Reading, is leader, John Hock plays the 1st bugle, John Wagner 
cornet and Rothenberger plays 1st bass. The leader plays alto horn so 
we stopped there all day. Then we got orders to go into the woods and 
make ourselves comfortable over the night as we were not going away be·
fore the next day, so we went over and slept under the trees and 
covered ourselves with 2 blankets and my gum blanket on top. I wrote 
a letter to my wife by our large camp fire. It began to rain again in 
the night. 

Arlington Heights - Mar. 15, 1862 
This morning when we got up we went over to the regiment and got our 
coffee and then we went back again to the woods and built up a log 
house or hut and sewed our gum blankets together for the roof, but we 
could not stay under it as the rain came in from all sides, so we built 
a large fire and stood around it and kept ourselves warm and as dry as 
possible. During the day Waxy Willson and Shanghai Shaber went out on 
a reconnoitering party and found some caves under the rocks along the 
Potomac which is only about one square from our log hut, and in the 
evening we went down also to stay there over night. But if I had seen 
the place in day time and a man had said I will give you $50 to go 
down over the rocks that we went down to the caves, I would have said 
"keep it, your money and I will stay up on hill", for such a hill I 
never saw in my life, and we went down over all those rocks in the even·
ing when it was as dark as pitch and we all got down safe but we had no 
place to sleep in so we kept up a large fire all night, but this night 
I will never forget in my life. 

The next morning we went down to the Potomac and took a good wash and 
right after we had taken our breakfast the drum was rolled for us to 
form in line again, so we then marched back to Camp Tennelly again and 
that on Sunday yet, but it did not seem at all like it. The other 3 

____ brigades left on Saturday evening in all the rain, the whole 15 r~:gi
ments of Reserves under Gen. McCall left on the same night and went 
over to Alexandria. They are to go and reinforce Gen. Burnside. We 
are also to join them at least the talk is so. I do wish we would go 
South. After we got back to our old camp again, we put up our tent 
and made a fire to warm ourselves and then lay down to rest as we were 
very tired and we slept like rats during the night. 

Camp Tennelly Mar. 1.7, 1962 
Today nothing new has transpired in our old camp, only that our band 
has left us and went into the city of Washington for their discharge, 
so we had dress parade with the drum corps, but it seemed quite stran,g;e 
to us this time and we felt lost, and no one likes it any more, and 
they all wish that they could not get their discharge and had to come 
back again to our regiment. 
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Mar. 1. 8, 1862. 
This morning I went out to wash my clothes but before we had washed 
any we were called back again so we had to go into the arsenal to 
have our old muskets exchanged. The 2 Companys A and B have the 
Springfield Rifle musket, a very fine and light weapon. The other 
companys have the Springfield musket but we had a terrible march of 
about 18 miles in 8 hours. The Potomac is crowded with steamships 
for the transportation of troops as far as we could see on the water, 
and such a lot of arms I never saw in my life as they have in the ar
senal in the line of cannons, mortars, muskets and rifles of every 
kind and shape. There I saw about 40 cannons that were taken during 
the different wars, some of them of 1777. The last ones were taken 
at Vera Cruz in the Mexican War. 

Mar. 1. 9 , 1. 862 
This morning I went out and finished my washing, 2 shirts, pair of 
drawers, 3 pair of socks, 2 pocket handkerchiefs and 2 towels. It 
took me til half past 11 o'clock to wash these things. In the after
noon I got a new pair of shoes and a pair of woolen stockings again, 
and every man that has poor shoes got 2 pair, 1 pair to wear and the 
other to be put into the knapsack. This evening we had dress parade 
and inspection of arms, for the first time with our new arms. 

Mar. 20, 1862 
This morning it got quite cloudy again so we were in our tents all 
day and in the evening at 4 o'clock I was detailed for guard duty, 
when it began to rain like forty. This was the first time that I did 
not stand my full duty for when I got off at 12 o'clock on my second 
turn, I was so wet that I had to change all my clothes, and when I was 
called up at 4 o'clock I was so stiff that I could not get up, so 
another man was detailed in my place. 

lVIar. 21., 1862 
This morning it began to clear up again so our company went out for 
skirmish drill and bayonette exercise. At 1. o'clock we had regimen
tal inspection of arms again by Lt. Edwards, Division Inspector, and 
he again complimented our company as the finest and best company on 
the ground, and told our captain that he understood all his business 
as a captain ought to, and said our arms were excellent. 

In the evening we had dress parade again. Today we got 2 day's ra
tions of beef tongues in place of the speck which were very good as 
it was something new for us, but we get nothing but hard crackers all 
the time since we are under marching orders. We expect to go on a 
fleet every day for our cooks must keep three days cooked and 3 days 
uncooked rations on hand all the time, so if we are called on we are 
ready at a moments notice to march for any place. 

Mar. 22, 1862. 
This morning our company went out at target shooting but our new guns 
are excellent but they also kick backwards. They almost knock us 
over. I was not out with the company as I was over at Chaplain -
Quimby's fining some cloths for which I got 4 sheets of paper and 4 
envelopes. In the afternoon it began to rain again but it cleared 
off again before night so we had dress parade yet. Then all was over 
for the day. 
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Mar. 23, 1862 
This morning after the usual inspection was over I got a pass from our 
captain to go to church into Georgetown. The pass was for our John, 
Joseph Dann, Peter Cullen and myself, so we started at half past 9 
o'clock and went all through Georgetown and could not find a church 
of ours so at last we asked an olc. Irishman if he could tell us where 
there was a Catholic Church and he then told us where it was so we 
had to go back a whole mile again. When we got there the Mass was be
gan already and the priest had just began the sermon, but he delivered 
an excellent one. After the sermon another priest finished the Mass 
which was a Low Mass, but the choir sang during it. During the Offer
tory 2 ladies sang a duet that I never heard anything better as their 
voices were as fine as any opera singer. After that they sang a quar
tette Sanctus and Agnus Dei that I did not hear before but it was 
excellent in any way. The organ has a fine swell and the whole organ 
is very powerful and a good hand to play on it. I forgot the names 
of the priests, the name of the church is Trinity Church. It is built 
of brick and is rough casted. It has only a small tower on it, but it 
is as large as the new St. Paul's Church in Reading and it is also 
finely fresco painted inside but it has a gallery all around the inside, 
and in front at the sanctuary there are 2 large boxes as in the theatres 
for the students to go to. The gallery is for the colored folks and 
there are a great many of them. 

The altar is like marble and with large arches. In the center is a 
fine large oil painting of the Last Supper, then there are 2 small al
tars on the sides of the church with fine oil paintings. Along side 
of the church are 2 large old buildings for schools and the Pastor's 
House is on the other side of the street. 

I wanted to stay in for vespers but the others would not do it as we 
had to go on grand guard in the evening, so we walked around the town 
a little and then went back to our camp again and when we got there 
we had to get ready to go on grand guard. After we were mounted half 
of our company stayed at the Tennellytown Post Office and the other 
half went out on the Baltimore Road. I was at the post office. Here 
we had a good place to sleep in for the night and only stood a little 
over 3 hours guard. 

The next morning 4 of us went over to camp and brought over 2 kettles 
of coffee, then we took our breakfast. After that I sent the Leslie's 
Illustrated Paper to my wife which Jerome had sent me last Saturday. 
Today the whole regiment of cavalry, the 3rd Regiment of New York and 
Artillery passed through Tennellytown on their way to Alexandria. 
They belong to Bank's Division. The Infantry Regiments went by rail
road from Harper's Ferry. One of their teamsters insulted our corporal 
of the guard and drew out a sword to strike him when I called our Lt. 
Kinsey, when we took him off of his old horses and put him in the Guard 
House, but on account of the wagon master not having another man to 
put in his place, he was let go again until they get to headquarters 
over at Alexandria, when he will get his punishment for his offence. 
We also captured a canteen full of whisky but the officers came over 
and apologized for it when he got his liquor again. 

This evening when I got over to camp I received a letter of my wife 
Bertha with a one dollar note of the Farmers Bank of Reading. Today 
we also got a·gum blanket again of the government in place of tents. 
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Mar. 2.5, 1.862 
This morning at 5 o'clock we had roll call. After that we got orders 
to pack our knapsacks and be ready to march at half past 8 o'clock. 
Then we got 2 days fresh beef and speck for 1. day. At the time above 
mentioned our regiment was formed and then we went over to Peck's 
Headquarters and after the brigade was formed the orders were again 
changed and we then went back again to our camp and made a good fire 
again. But we only lay there till 1 o'clock when we were again called 
up and formed in line, but this time we left. We took 3 tents out of 
each company along with us. After we got over to headquarters again 
and the brigade was formed, we left and marched to the Georgetown wharf 
but as we got there, there were not boats enough there for us all to 
get on so we lay there for a while. Then we marched back a piece on 
the road to our old camp to a large 4-story building. There we went 
into as our resting place for the night, but a great many of our men 
were very drunk. One of our cooks in our company, named James Bell, 
fell down over the banisters and fell down 2 stories high. He could 
not speak anymore when they lifted him up, but the next morning he 
walked around again. We slept on the hard floor all night. 

Georgetown - Mar. 2.6, 1862 
This morning about 8 o'clock we formed and went down to the wharf and 
embarked on the large steamboat John A. Warner, and at 1 o'clock we 
left from the wharf and run up the Potomac as far as Alexandria. There 
we stopped a while, but here the water was full of boats loaded with 
soldiers and still regiments are embarking yet. We took the advance 
and left all the other regiments back at Alexandria, but they will fol
low us yet. The Reserves are not on board yet but their baggage is all 
loaded. 

About 4 o'clock we passed Fort Washington. This is an old fort built 
of grey stones and mounts about 60 cannons. At 5 o 0 clock we passed 
Mount Vernon, the place where General Washington was buried, and about 
6 o'clock we passed the Rebel Batteries, but they are now in our hands. 
After that it began to get dark so we lay down to sleep and I slept 
very well, but my hips hurt me. 

In the morning when I got up, when we opened our eyes we could not see 
any land anymore at 2 places, and the boat rocked from l side to the 
other like a cradle, and a great many of our men began to throw up like 
the old women do when they emigrate to this country, but our officers 
done the most o:f it. About 2 o'clock we arrived at Fortress Monroe, 
but here I saw about 30 large war vessels all ready for any emergency. 
Some of them mount as high as 50 cannon of the best kind. They are 
the largest iron clad ships I ever saw yet. 

Fortress Monroe is a very large fort and it must have more than 200 
cannons on it. We then went ~bout 1. mile farther and then anchored 
and stopped there until the others got up to us. We saw a great many 
sea gulls and wild ducks on the water, also some Black Sea Porpoises 
on the top of the water. They are as large as hogs and their heads 
are the same. I was on guard today. 

On Steamboat John A. Warner 
Hamden Roads off Fortress Monroe 
Mar. 28, 1862 
This morning the rest of our brigade arrived and landed on Hamden Rd. 
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The weather is very fine. We have a very fine view of the gun boat, 
Monitor, that had an engagement with the Rebel gun boat Merrimack. 
It is only a common looking boat but better than the largest war 
frigate we have in our possession now. In the afternoon some of our 
officers went over to the Fort. It covers 70 acres of land as has 
250 cannons and is able to mount 400 if they should need them. At 6 
o'clock we left there and went down to Hamden, the town that the Rebels 
burnt down last August. Here we got off of the boat and marched off to 
our brigade which is about 5 miles away toward Newport News where our 
advance is at present, so we had a fine view of the ruins of the whole 
town. But it makes ones heart bleed to look at them as there is not a 
roof nor floor or any woodwork in the whole town anymore, a great many 
3-story brick houses, large churches in fine, every one of the houses 
all around in 5 miles distance. All houses are of brick, or were once, 
but they they are no more. The finest trees and shrubs of every kind 
were planted all around the houses. The place is almost as large as 
Lebanon, PA. After we got there to the rest of our brigade, we lay 
down in the open air and we slept very well and warm under our 3 blankets. 

Off Hampden Mar. 29, 1862 
This morning when we awoke we began to put up a tent of our 2 gum 
blankets which makes a fine tent for 3 men to lay in and is also very 
warm. Then we took a view of the country around us,but all the trees, 
peach, plum, cherry and elderberries are in bloom already. The clover 
in the field is about 8 inches long but all around us there is nothing 
but soldiers. The Reserves are not all here yet, only a few of the 
regiments. As soon as they are all here I think we will make a move 
toward Norfolk or Richmond. We are now only 1.5 miles from Norfolk and 
about 60 from the Confederate Capitol of Richmond. We will have about 
75 thousand men here after they have all arrived, and we will have Gen. 
McClellan at the head of us in the time when the fighting will begin. 
Then we will show the Rebels what we can do under our Gen. McClellan. 

Near Newport News Mar. 30, 1862 
This morning and all day it has been raining so we have nothing to do 
but inspection twice a day of arms, cartridges, haversacks and canteens. 
We must have our canteens filled with water all the time now. We must 
also take all our equipment and items out to Roll Call as the enemy 
generally make an attack either at tattoo or reveille in the morning. 
This evening I wrote 2 letters, 1. to my wife, the other to Jerome R. 
Richards. 

Mar. 31, 1.862 
This morning at sunrise we had Roll Call with our arms and equipment. 
At 9 o'clock we had inspection again and at 10 o'clock company drill 
for about an hour, and a little skirmish drill in the field nearby. 
After dinner our John and Peter Cullen went out for dandelion to make 
salad for supper. This will taste well if we prepare it. At 4 o'clock 
we had general inspection of arms, clothing and all other things. Then 
we had dress parade for the first time since we left Camp Edward. 

Apr. 1., 1862. 
This morning it was quite pleasant and warm but as it is the first of 
April and all people move on this day, so we will do it also as soon 
as our house is done. In the afternoon we had regimental drill about 
an hour, then we went back again to our tents, but before we went out 
to drill we done our moving first. 
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A pr . 2 , 18 6 2. 
This morning all was as usual only I went out washing my clothes and 
when I got back my brother John was sick and he could not budge any 
more. .But after dinner I went to the doctor and he gave him 3 pills, 
and in the evening he gave him another dose of castor oil to physic 
him. After that he felt better but he felt so weak in his limbs. Our 
regiment was out drilling regimental drill but I could not go with them 
as I had to tent to my brother John. In the evening I was reading a 
book for pastime. 

A pr . 3 , 1. 8 6 2 
This morning all was as usual only that we had the company drill right 
after the inspection. John was a great deal better only he was very 
weak yet. In the afternoon our whole division was to have a review but 
just as the regiment and all the others were formed, General Cauch came 
on horseback and then countermanded the orders and gave us notice to be 
ready to march tomorrow morning before daybreak, and gave orders that 
all the sick that were not able to march were to be taken to the General 
Hospital at Fortress Monroe. So when I got back from guard mounting I 
got orders to pack our John's knapsack in half an hour, that he would 
be taken to the General Hospital at Fortress Monroe. He will be better 
attended to there than in the camp and he will also have his good warm 
bed to sleep in. But he did not like to go there for he wanted to go 
with us the next day. Neither did I like it as I could not attend to 
him, but as soon as he is well he will be sent after us again so he need 
not walk the road. 

Yorktown Road, VA - April 4, 1862 
This morning at 4 o'clock we had roll call and then got ready to march 
and at half past 6 o'clock we started away from camp. When we were 
away from camp about 6 miles, Smith's Division that was ahead of us 
drove in all the Rebel pickets. Our forces took about a dozen cows and 
calfs. They also took an Orderly Sgt. of the Rebel Army that had been 
home on a furlough. At 4 o'clock we camped in a fine pine grove and 
then some of our brigade went out on a scouting party and then killed 
2 calfs and brought them to camp and prepared them to eat. We are now 
about 9 miles from Yorktown. We then lay down to sleep and I did not 
get awake all night until the drums were again calling us up to get 
ready to march again. And at 7 o'clock we left when Company A and our 
Company B were detailed for skirmishers, but the roads are very muddy 
now. Some did not get away until late in the afternoon. At half past 
5 o 0 clock then we went through the woods skirmishing about half a mile. 
Then we went over in the woods and camped there during the night. Here 
we had a great thunder storm after we lay down to sleep. 

At 4 o'clock on the 6th of April, in the morning, we were roused up and 
marched to Warwick, VA where the Rebels were but they were shelled out 
of it the day before. The Rebels had sent out about 4,000 men to cut 
off our provisions but our General Keys heard of it and sent part of 
the division to left and drove them back again. So we got them in the 
middle and they then made their escape. At half past 6 we arrived at 
Warwick. This place has only about 12 or 14 houses in it with a small 
out house built of frame. Our troops had caught 4 Rebel prisoners, 1 
of them a spy, the other 3 stated that they were forced into the Rebel 
Army and could not get away anymore. They also took 6 Contraband 
Negroes, 2 men, 2. women, and 2. small children. We camped here until 
further orders. 
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During the day our men brought in about 5 cows and poultry, also some 
calfs and pigs that they got while out on a scouting expedition. Our 
pickets also brought in a great many Rebel prisoners, 1 a fine young 
man they found concealed in a chimney. In the evening, after we were 
going to lay down to sleep, we got orders again to pack up our things 
so we then left there and went up on the hill and stacked our arms and 
then lay down to sleep, but we had scarcely lay down yet when our com
pany got orders to go on picket duty, so we all got 2 days rations of 
speck first and then left for the woods and walked around until about 
11 o'clock when we got on our posts, but some of us were all scratched 
up of the briars and bushes that we went through. But this is worse 
than standing guard for we must all keep as still as to hear a mouse 
run in the bushes. Some of us lay down to sleep with our knapsacks on 
and all our other things. At about 4 o'clock some of our men thought 
they had seen or heard something in the bushes and fired but it was 
nothing after all. As soon as we heard the shots we all got up ready 
in c:::..se it should be for something, but after a while, the 7th day of 
April, sun came and so we got ready and then relieved the men that 
were on guard during the night. 

In the morning ab about 11 o'clock we heard the terrible roa~ of can
nons on the river. I think some of our vessels are bombarding some of 
the Rewel forts along the river, or driving the Rebel Blockading 
Squadron down the river. The Rebel forts are firing shells on some of 
our pickets and artillery all day but have not done much damage yet. 
Only a few of the New York regiments were wounded but after we are 
ready once we will pay them for it again, double. 

In the afternoon General G.B.McClellan and his staff visited our camp 
and told our officers that if the weather would clear up the next day, 
the Rebel fortifications would be in our hands and he would have the 
whole crew as prisoners. I did not see the general as we were on pic
ket duty til the next morning as it rained too bad to go home at nigh~. 

Warwick, VA - Apr. 8, 1862 
This morning at 8 o'clock we went back to our camp in the rain and put 
up our tents again, but it rained all day yet, but our men were all out 
of crackers as the road was too bad for them to get here. 

Apr. 9, 1862 
This morning it was still raining but our men are working at fortify
ing the place day and night in all the rain. We have now two 84 pound 
cannons and fourteen 42 pound, beside our field pieces of about 100 in 
number. The Reserves are now laying at Yorktown. This morning I sent 
a letter to our John, but about 10 o'clock he came again as well as 
ever. He was at Yorktown and saw the Rebels there and says that we 
have about 2.00, 000 troops there. 

Apr. 10, 1862. 
This morning it was clearing off again and our teams came in with 
crackers again, and we also got fresh beef today. 

Apr. 11, 1862. 
This morning the weather was very fine again so we had inspection again. 
We will get fresh beef today as they cannot get any pork here yet. Last 
evening the Rebel Steamer Meri.mack captured 3 of our schooners loaded 
with provisions. This accounts a great deal for our want of provisions 
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at the present time, but still we have enough to do us yet. This even
ing we got the news of a great battle in Tennessee where General Johnson 
of the Rebel Army was killed and General Beauregard was to have lost an 
arm, and from 25 to 30 thousand of the Rebels had been killed and 
wounded, and from 18 to 20 thousand on our side. This I think was, and 
will be, the hardest battle fought in this present war of rebellion. 

Apr. 12, 1862 
This morning the weather was very fine and at 10 o'clock we had company 
drill for 1 hour and this was all for the day. We heard that our mail 
was at Fortress Monroe but we have not got it yet. Last night some of 
our men were out foraging and at 10 o'clock they came in with 2 loads 
of corn that they had captured in a barn yet. In the evening the mail 
came but none for me. We got a coffee mill in the evening and ground 
some corn and then cooked mush with it. 

Apr . 1 3 , 18 6 2. 
This morning after the usual inspection, our Col. lVIcCarter gave us a 
fine sermon and then gave us the full account of the great battle of 
Pittsburg Landing and Island No. 10. This was the best sermon we ever 
got in service. In the afternoon we got plenty of crackers again and 
all fresh beef. I then wrote a letter to my wife yet. In the evening 
early we go to bed and get up as we wish. 

Apr. 14, 1862 
This morning I did not go out for inspection as I was mending pants for 
F. Rissmiller. We have splendid weather at present and the birds are 
singing all day, and some of them are very fine birds I never heard be·-· 
fore. In the afternoon at 4 o'clock our company was detailed for head
quarters guard, 35 men at Keyes and 19 at Peck's quarters. 

Apr. 15, 1862 
This morning about 2 o'clock it rained a little but not long. At 4 
o'clock I went on guard again. It was very warm and the birds were 
singing all the time. During the day I went over to the Warwick Bank 
House. There all the old and valuable papers and books are kept in that 
were in the Court House. Some of the papers are dated 1600. I then 
took one will dated 1678 and several others of 1715. These I will pre
serve as a token of the war of 1861 and 1862. We heard that Jeff Davis 
had sent a flag of truce to Washington to our President A. Lincoln to 
give him 10 days time and then they would all lay down their arms, but 
we do not believe it. 

Apr. 16, 1862 
This morning our pioneers went out toward Yorktown to make a road and 
they were shelled by the Rebels and driven back, but General Smith made 
an advance and drove the Rebels back and took one of their batteries. 
Our loss was 2 wounded and 1 killed. The loss of the Rebels is not 
known. At 11 o'clock our regiment got orders to pack up and leave our 
knapsacks back and report at General Keyes headquarters. After we got 
there we stacked our arms and waited for further orders. At half past 
4 o'clock we went back to camp and stacked our arms again and got orders 
to keep our knapsacks packed so that we could fall in at a moments no
tice, as we were liable to be called up at any moment to go to work at 
the Rebels. We got coffee at camp for supper. About half past 8 
o'clock in the evening we got orders to pack our things again ~o march 
so we marched o£f about 1 mile and then stopped for the night just on 
this side of the Rebel forts. 
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In the morning of the 17th we got up at half past 5 o'clock and went 
and washed ourselves, then we cooked coffee and took our breakfast and 
lay here for further orders. At 11 o'clock we went away from there and 
went about a half a mile further and relieved Company G which was then 
stationed at the fort ouE men built there. We lay til about 7 o'clock 
in the evening so we started away from there and passed all our pickets 
along the river. After we had passed the Rebel battery we stopped, but 
to go through such woods and bushes at night is ridiculous to think of 
and got into the water up to our knees. This was a great time for us. 
We were only about 300 yards off of the Rebel pickets and they were 
cutting down trees all night. They wanted to cross the river during 
the night. 

The next morning we could see the Rebels and hear their teams pass 
along the road, and a whole regiment was passing along the woods. At 
about 7 o'clock in the morning of the 18th of April I was relieved and 
then I went over to the rest of the company and took my breakfast. 
This is Good Friday but it does not seem so to me like it. We trade 
our meat away for crackers as we do not eat any meat on these 3 last 
days of Lent. The weather is still very fine. Our men caught some 
young squirrels and are getting them so tame that they will not go away 
from us anymore. During the day our men were out fishing and caught a 
great many eels but we could not get any. 

Apr. 19, 1862 
This morning after breakfast John and myself went out fishing among 
ourselves and then caught 2 small eels. Then we went up to dinner. 
Today Billy Clouse of Reading that was sick came again and is well. 

Apr. 20, 1.862 - Easter Sunday 
Last night at about half past 9 o'clock Smith's Division, about 2 miles, 
was attacked by the Rebels but they were driven back 3 times during the 
night. It began to rain in the evening and rained all day yet. The 
firing was terrible and in all lasted about an hour. This morning we 
got some good smoked speck which tasted very well to us again. After 
our breakfast John and myself went on picket duty till 1 o'clock in 
the afternoon. I saw 4 of the Rebels on picket duty and then our cap·
tain and the orderly sargent of Company E came around. The last called 
them out when one of them shot at him and the ball past me only about 
5 feet and I then told him to stop and go his way. About 11 o'clock the 
Rebels again attacked our forces and were again driven back. The loss 
on both sides I have not heard of yet. 

In the evening we got fresh beef again and crackers. In the evening at 
half past 9 o'clock the Rebels again made an attack on our men but they 
were ready for them and drove them back this time in quick time, and 
then the Rebels kept silent during the night. 

Apr. 21, 1862 
This morning it was still at raining yet and all is quiet around here. 
Last week our men had a balloon ascension which lasted 2 days. 

Apr. 22, 1862 
This morning it was 
began to clear up. 
me. In the evening 

raining yet but only at times, and toward noon it 
In the afternoon several letters came but none for 
after supper I was again detailed for picket guard 
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for the night. We had a long talk with the Rebel pickets then and 
they were quite polite with us and answered all our questions. Only 
they would not tell us where they were :from. 

Apr. 23, 1862 
This morning the weather is very fine. I went in to our camp for pro
visions but we did not get any so I bought 3 papers of tobacco for 
which I owe Chaplain Quimby 10 eents and Charles Hoppie 20 cents, 
Tobias Fritz 10 cents. In the evening we got crackers for 1 day. This 
is a scarce article now. 

Apr. 2~, 1862 
This day all was ~usual only that we got 3 days rations of meat, 1. 
day's fresh beef, 1 day's pork and 1 day's mess beef and crackers for 
1 day. 

Apr. 25, 1862. 
This morning about 4 o'clock we got orders from General McClellan to 
double our pickets as they thought the Rebels were going to cross the 
creek, so I and John got up and kept ourselves in readiness if anything 
should happen, but it was all quiet. So after breakfast we went out on 
our posts and the Rebels again came out and began to talk to our pic
kets, each having a flag of truce with them. At 12 o'clock I was re·
lieved and took my dinner which was bean and rice soup and I eat 2 
cups of it. This is all for the day. 

Apr. 26, 1862. 
Today it was raining ag~in all day so we were in our tents all day but 
there was some very heavy firing all day, but what and where it was I 
do not know. 

Apr. 27, 1862. 
This morning the firing went on again and in the evening at 4 o'clock 
our men responded and opened the fire at Battery No. 2 near Yorktown, 
but it did not last long. In the morning we got our back letters from 
the 5 weeks past. I got 3 letters and 5 papers of Jerome Richards and 
paper, envelopes and postage stamps of my wife. This ended the day. 

Apr. 28, 1. 862. 
This morning at daybreak I got off of picket duty for the night at 9 
o'clock. We signed the payroll and after dinner Company A came out to 
take our place until we went into the camp of our regiment to be paid 
off. And when we got back, the Rebels fired at our pickets on No. 3 
post as company had shot at their men while we were off. Today Company 
E men shot 1. of the Rebel pickets. 

Apr. 29, 1.862 
This morning our pickets were again fired at, then our Sgt. John Fritz 
went out and told them they should stop firing as our men had not shot 
at them yet, that it was another company that did it, so they stopped 
it right away and we are again on good terms with them. Today another 
of the Rebels was shot by some of the 55th New York Regiment. 

Apr. JO, 1862 
This morning after breakfast I again went out on picket duty. It was 
raining again a little in the afternoon. About 2. o'clock we were mus
tered in for pay by the Col. of the 48th Pennsylvania regiment. Today 
we got the news of the capture of New Orleans by our troops. 
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May 1, 1.862 
This morning several of our pickets fired and we all got orders to get 
up and get ready, but it was all quiet again. It was cloudy yet but it 
did not rain anymore. This was all for the day. 

May 2, 1.862 
This morning it was all quiet again and the weather was also fine. To
day I felt so lazy as we have nothing to do here but eat and sleep and 
our picket duty. 

May 3, 1862 
Today all was as usual, the weather was very warm. In the evening 
about .5 o'clock our men opened fire at Yorktown and kept it up all 
night, and in the morning of the 4th we then got the news that York
town was evacuated by the Rebels and General McClellan was after them 
as fast as he could follow them. And at 12 o'clock we got the orders 
to pack up our things that we would march on towards Lees Mills, so we 
marched until about 6 o'clock when we reached Lees Mills but no Rebel 
was to be seen, but about 12 large empty forts with sand bags. All 
around the walls the Rebels had large shells planted in the ground 
with fuses in the top. One of the 62 Pennsylvania hit the fuse of one 
of the shells with his foot and he was killed on the spot and his body 
was mangled in a terrible way. He was then buried there. 

After that we marched on about 21 miles farther. All along the road we 
could see the Rebel tents with all their contents of shells and canis
ter shot with a large lot of rifle and musket ammunition. After our 
regiment had halted we were back a little from it and we then lay down 
at a Rebel smith shop, but during the night it began to rain and when 
we got up in the morning we were only about 100 yards from our regiment. 

Lees Mills 
May .5, 1862 
This morning at 7 o'clock we again marched off in the direction of 
Williamsburg and when our brigade and the rest of our division had 
arrived early in the morning already, our men halted and opened fire 
on the darn Rebels right before Fort lV!cGruder. And 6 others, 2 of our 
brigades, had been fighting with them during 8 hours and as soon as our 
brigade arrived we formed a line of battle and relieved the other 
brigades. The 62nd Regiment, New York Anderson Zouaves, had the extreme 
left flank, then the 55th New York ·--· After this was our 93rd regi
ment. At our right was the old 13th P.V. regiment. Our regiment last, 
but very little as there are only about 20 men killed, wounded and 
missing. One of our captains was killed, Capt. Sherrer of Company E, 
by a ball through his thigh. Company G lost 2 killed and 3 wounded. 
Company H, 1 killed and several wounded, and several in the other regi
ments. Out of our camp not a man was hurt. The .5.5th N.Y. lost about 
80 men, killed, wounded and missing. The 13th Penn also lost a great 
many but our regiment gave it to the Rebels in full and were in the 
heaviest fire, and about 6 o'clock the Rebels left, leaving 6 of their 
best cannons and a great many of their rifles behind. They also left 
all their dead and wounded back that they could not take away in the 
night. General Smith, with his division, went after them as fast as 
he could get after them. 

We then went back to our regiment and lay down in the water and we 
were all wet to the skin, but such is war. Our men went out to hunt 
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up the killed and wounded and brought in a great many of them. Some 
were shot clean through the head, others had their ears, arms and legs 
cut off. Out Lt. Col. Johnson's horse was shot from under him with a 
rifle ball through his shoulder. 

Williamsburg, VA 
May 6, 1862 
This morning after breakfast we marched on to Williamsburg where we 
encamped, but on our road we saw a great many of the Rebels that were 
killed and not buried yet. Our men of our company were over this morn
ing and saw some of the wounded Rebels and they begged of us not to 
hurt them. We then told them we would not treat any of them as they 
had treated our men that were wounded, as they bayonetted our wounded 
men yet and killed them that were not dead yet. Our men were busy all 
night and today at burying the dead Rebels. The Rebels were also there 
and doing the same. 

This morning the last of them left here. Their loss was terrible and 
some of them said their force was about 100,000 men. Our force en
gaged in the fight was only about 15,000 men and made them fly in all 
directions, leaving all their clothing back. This morning when we got 
up on the battlefield before their forts, which are of the best kind 
and make, they had barracks enough for about 50,000 men, built of logs 
behind their forts. Their clothing is very poor but they had plenty 
to eat. Our men were busy a11 the time in hunting relics. They got a 
great many post stamps of the Confederate States, also paper and let
ters. The slaves were very busy in hunting up the cloths the Rebels 
threw away in their flight, and they were glad to see us coming and 
said we gave them fits, this time anyhow, and say they hoped they would 
get it. So everywhere. 

In the afternoon we put up a tent that we might take a good night's 
sleep once again, but we were deceived for at 3 o'clock we got orders 
to pack our knapsacks to go on picket duty, so we went over to head
quarters and then left for our posts, but I slept all night. Today we 
heard that General McDowell had taken Richmond, also that General Mc 
Gruder of the Rebels had been finally captured by our men. Our men took 
a large lot of prisoners today that were to reinforce the Rebels, but 
they came too late and were then captured. 

May 7, 1862 
This morning we made coffee for breakfast and eat our crackers with it 
and at 9 o'clock we went back to our camp with the regiment. The 
troops are still coming on yet by the thousands. We are laying back as 
Reserves or rear guards. Toward evening we put up our tents again and 
slept very well on it. 

May 8, 1862 
This morning they were still burying their dead and are also bringing 
in wounded in large numbers. After dinner we received orders again to 
pack our things to be ready to march at a moments notice, but we did 
not go away today after all. In the afternoon our men burned up all 
the blood and clothing of our men and the Rebels that had been killed 
on the battlefield of Williamsburg, Also all the brushes. This made 
a large fire as the line of battle was about 4 miles long. 
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This morning at about 5 o'clock we got up and put down our tents again 
and marched on to the town of Williamsburg where we stacked our arms 
and awaited further orders. The town is about 2 miles long but there 
are only a few fine buildings in it and some common churches and Court 
House, which is now used for a hospital. After laying there for over 
an hour we again started and turned to the right as the roads were too 
bad through the town and it was also done for a reconnoitering party, 
but we met nothing on our way but a few of the largest wheat fields. 
One of them covered at least 500 acres of wheat of the finest kind, also 
corn fields of the same kind. After we had got through one of these 
wheat fields we halted here about an hour, during which time our men 
helped themselves to chickens and turkeys. Our camp got about 8 fine 
chickens. After this we again marched on about 8 miles farther where 
we camped for the night. On our way we met 3 churches, 1 of brick, the 
other 2 were larger but frame buildings. They are all Episcopals in 
this part of the country. Today we marched about 16 miles but we had a 
good night's rest on it. 

Near West Point 
May 10, 1862 
This morning 
we encamped. 
turned a lot 
along. This 

we again marched about 8 miles toward West Point, VA, where 
Our line of soldiers is about 30 miles long. Our men cap

of horses, mules and wagons and the cattle they drove on 
is slaughter for us so we will have plenty of fresh beef now. 
lay here until Monday morning. We went to bed early in the We expect to 

evening. 

May 11, 1862 
This being Sunday all was quiet as usual but we had nothing to eat but 
crackers and water. But in the afternoon we got fresh beef but nothing 
to prepare it in so there was a great deal of waste and then it was not 
good after all. But in the evening all the bands and drum corps began to 
play but such a ti.me I never heard yet, when all our men began to cheer 
all around in the different camps. We then went to bed. 

May 12, 1862 
This morning we got up at about 3 o'clock and got ready to start but we 
did not go after all. In the day we got fresh beef again and lay all day. 

New Kent Court House 
May 13, 1862. 
This morning at 7 o'clock we left here from the camp near West Point and 
then marched all day until about 8 o'clock in the evening when we halted 
and our company was again detailed for picket duty. On our road we met 
some fine farms but very poor houses. After we got to New Kent Court 
House we there met the 5th New York Zouave Regiment, which is the finest 
body of men I ever saw. They had just returned from a skirmish with the 
Rebels. They lost 1 man killed and 2 wounded and drove the enemy back 
again. 

New Kent 
May 14, 1862 
This morning we got back from picket duty and we then heard that our Gen. 
Bank had cut off about 40,000 of the Rebels on an island and they cannot 
get off anymore no how. They must either surrender or they will be shelled 
to pieces by our troops anyhow. It is again raining as usual. We then 
put up our tents and slept very well. 
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May 1_5, 1862 
This morning it was still raining so we lay in our tents all day but 
I was at work all day bushling at pants. In the evening I was detailed 
for going down to the river to bring up our Captain's trunk and mess 
kettles. This was a terrible job for us 4 men in such a mud, but I 
never saw as many soldiers yet as I saw this time, and especially ar·
tillery. And the river is :full of troops and boats, schooners and gun 
boats. Today we got fresh beef again. 

May 16, 1.862 
This morning it is raining yet and some of our troops are again march
ing away again, but we have no orders yet to march. In the afternoon, I 
got 2 papers, Diary Book and letter of Jerome R. Richard and we then 
got 2 day's ration of meat, 1 day fresh beef and 1 pork, and at 3 
o'clock we got orders to march again, so we left and marched on the 
main road to Richmond, about 6 miles, where we stopped over night and 
we then received orders to have all our things packed again, 1 hour 
before daylight, as we would get some hot work to do tomorrow. So we 
lay down and the next morning at 3 o'clock we got up and packed our 
things, then went for water and cooked our coffee for breakfast, but it 
was rather early yet. But we are under marching orders and may be 
called away every moment, but we have no orders to go away yet. At 9 
o'clock the weather is very fine again and the country is getting fine 
all along as we go. 

We are now only 17 miles from Richmond. Our men had a skirmish with 
the enemy yesterday and took 1. of their forts again. At about 12 o'clock 
we left here and marched on again about 2t miles where we are to stay 
over. Sunday, in the afternoon our company went out on a scouting party 
and drove the enemy pickets about 2t miles farther off, and then in the 
evening Company G went out on picket as far as we had taken possession 
of the road and woods there. We saw a great many slaves that had not 
seen silver or gold for a whole year anymore. 

J·ames County, VA 
May 1.8, 1862 
This being Sunday we lay here to wait on further orders and in the morn
ing I went out and washed my cloths and we were then to leave here at 3 
o'clock to go to the regiment. After we got there we received 3 day's 
ration of crackers and 2 day's ration of speck, then we lay there over
night. 

Near Chickahomeny Creek on Long Bridge Road 
May 19, 1862 
This morning at 4 o'clock we were roused up and formed a line of battle 
and stood there about half an hour and then went to our quarters. We 
then made some coffee and at 9 o'clock we had to pack up again and 
marched on about 3 miles where we again stopped on this side of the 
Chickahomeny Creek on the Long Bridge Road and the Rebels are still on 
the retreat yet to Richmond, and we are following them as fast as we 
can. 

General McClellan was here this morning with his staff officers and 
body guard of regular cavalry, but the general of our whole army is 
no better dressed than any of us privates as he goes in disguise all 
the time. This morning it was raining again but it cleared off again 
after dinner. How long we will lay here we do not know but not very 
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long on this road. We have 18 miles yet to the city o:f Richmond. To
day 2 of the Rebels came over to us with a flag of truce to get General 
McCanders wife who is now at Williamsburg. One was a general, the 
other a major. They were blindfolded as they were taken to General 
McClellan's headquarters. Our John is now cook for the company and 
had to cook meat til 12 o'clock at night. 

May 20, 1862 
This morning at 4 o'clock we got up again and formed a line of battle 
as the day before. At 9 o'clock we got orders to go out on a reconnoiter
ing expedition without our knapsacks so we left at about half past 11 
o'clock with the whole brigade and marched on about 1! miles where 
General Hegly had already taken possession of the railroad bridge over 
the Chickahomeny, and was then driving the enemy away in :front of us 
with his batteries. So we got nothing to do. 

At about 6 o'clock we had already turned back to go to our camp when we 
were ordered back again to go on picket and support our batteries. So 
3 men out of each company went into camp to bring our knapsacks to us 
and load them on the wagons for us. At 8 o'clock our teams arrived 
with about one third of our regiment's things, and a great many of them 
had been stolen by the other regiments. But ours are all in good order 
as we had left some of our men back to guard them. We then lay down to 
sleep and we had a thunderstorm at night. 

Bottoms Bridge, New Kent County, VA 
May 21, 1862. 
This morning we marched off again to Bottoms Bridge where our forces 
had driven the Rebels away yesterday and our pickets now extend over 
the Chickahomeny about a mile on the other side. We then lay here in 
a fine wheat field. At about 12 o'clock then we got orders again to go 
back to our old camp which is about 3 miles and after we got there the 
other regiments of the brigade were already formed to march, so we got 
J day's ration of crackers and 2 day's ration of mess beef and coffee 
and sugar for 3 days. 

Then our regiment again formed and went back to the rest of the brigade 
which was camped on this side of the Bottoms Bridge. Here we lay over
night and I think we will lay here until the Bridge is again in good 
order so that our heavy batteries can pass over it as the Rebels had cut 
off the bridge on the one, and they would have burnt it down if our bat
teries had not fired on them so hard that it began to get too warm for 
them to stay so long to do it. 

May 22, 1862 
This morning all was as usual. We get up every day at 4 o'clock and 
form a line of battle and the roll is then called and we then stay in 
line about hal:f an hour. Then we stack our arms again and go and make 
our breakfast. A great many of our men are got the diarrhea so bad that 
they can hardly get along with the regiments since we are on a steady 
march every day. This I think is the cause of so many changes of the 
water. 

This afternoon at about 2 o'clock we had a terrible hail and thunder 
storm which lasted over 2 hours. The hail were larger than at the great 
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hail storm at Reading 2 years ago. 
and blue rockets were sent up into 
Clellan. What for we do not know, 
of the army know where we are. 

Bottoms Bridge 
May 2.3, 1862 

In the evening several red, white 
the air by orders of General Mc 
but we think it is to let the rest 

This morning the weather was very fine again. In the afternoon we got 
orders again to pack our things to march at a moments notice. We also 
got fresh beef again, but I think we will only get it half cooked as 
the cooks have only put it over the fire at about 1 o'clock. 

We left here and then marched over the Bottoms that crosses over the 
great 20 feet wide Chickahomeny River. We then marched on about 3 miles 
on the other side where we stayed overnight. We are now about 11 miles 
from the city of Richmond to the left, but it is only 11 miles to the 
city from Bottoms Bridge. But we march out of the way all the time so 
that the Rebels are in between our different Army Corps and we drive 
them along as we go so that they cannot get out anymore. 

Henriev Cty, VA 
May 24, 1862 
This morning it began to rain again and this was very bad and at about 
10 o'clock we got orders again to pack up to go out on a reconnoitering 
expedition, so 3 regiments went out to the railroad about 3 miles where 
1 of General Casey's brigades had been engaged with the Rebels with 
their battery. The Rebels had 7 pieces of cannon but only 1 on each 
side was engaged in the fight. Lt. Dilla Graff of Reading in the 104th 
P regiment was wounded in the shoulder and 1 cannon ball of the Rebels 
went through 1 man's head of the same regiment. Several yet were 
wounded and a few were killed, but our men drove them off again a few 
miles. There was none of our infantry engaged in the fight so we went 
back to our camp again toward evening and put up our tents again in the 
wet mud and built up a large fire to dry up the ground a little. 

May 2.5, 1862 
This Sunday morning the weather was very fine but then we got orders 
again to pack up as we were to march away at half past 10 this morning. 
We get plenty to eat now all along, almost more than we can carry with 
us in our haversacks. At the time above specified we marched back again 
where we drove the Rebels away yesterday, and then camped overnight on 
the battlefield. We are now only 7 miles from Richmond. 

White Oak Swamp 
May 2.6, 1.862 
This morning we got up again before 4 o'clock, formed a line of battle 
and had roll call as usual. Then we were dismissed after breakfast. 
At about 8 o'clock we got orders to pack up and get ready to march and 
be ready to fight the great battle which is to give the final blow to 
rebellion. But when we were in line the orders were again counter
manded so we lay here until further orders. One of General Casey's 
brigades went out again on a reconnoitering expedition and were within 
.5 miles of Richmond before 12. o'clock· without finding any opposition as 
the Rebels are still on the retreat. So we put up our tents again as 
it began to rain. Our John and myself had a quarrel this morning which 
resulted in parting our bunks, and he now sleeps with others. I do not 
care to be cursed and damned by my own brother for the good advice I 
give him, so he may go. 
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May 27, 1862 
This morning it stopped off raining and we were then detailed to build 
some earthworks, but we were only working about 2 hours. But some of 
our men were working all night as l fort was almost done when we got 
there and they had a rifle pit dug which is about a mile long. There 
are over 3,000 men at work day and night. I think they will dig rifle 
pits all around the whole city of Richmond as General McClellan has 
said that he lost more of his men at Williamsburg than he had expected 
to lose in the whole of Virginia, as the battle was fought 1 day too 
soon for his expectations. The fine weather will make a great change 
in a few days. In the evening our camp was splendidly illuminated by 
camp fires of our whole division. In the evening we heard some hard 
picket firing at a distance, but after a while all was quiet again. 

May 28, 1862 
This morning we had inspection of arms again and I was then detailed 
for fatigue duty at the forts. In the afternoon we had a little thun
derstorm. After that was over we went out and began a new fort and 
worked there til dark. Then we went back to camp again and took our 
supper. This was fresh beef and bean soup. This was excellent. 
Then we went to bed. 

May 29, 1862 
This morning after breakfast we formed a line and left this camp as we 
had a general move again of the whole army, but we only went off about 
a mile and the different batteries all went ahead of us, and we then 
formed a regular line of battle with the whole army. How long we will 
be here no one knows, but not long anyhow. In the afternoon our com
pany went out on a reconnoitering expedition and we got out about 3 
miles without seeing any Rebels, but they had just left at some places 
today as the pickets fires were not cold yet. At some places they had 
not finished their tents yet. 



l:IST OF MEMBERS OF COMPANY B, 9Jrd REGIMENT P. V. UNION ZOUAVES OF 
READING UNDER CAPTAIN J. E. ARTHUR 

Capt. John E. Arthur 
1st Lt. Gideon S. Kinsy 
2nd DO Darius Rhoads 
Orderly Sgt. Harry Penrose 
2nd Sgt. W. H. Reiland 
Jrd DO John Fritz 
4th DO J.B. Rhoads 
5th DO A, Gilbert - Quartermaster 
1st Corp. Levi Weis 
2nd DO J.W. Seiders 
3rd DO H.S. Haug 
4th DO H. lVIarcley 
5th DO D.H. Pi.le 
6th DO J. Corkery 
?th DO M. Crillman 
8th DO H. Lutz 
Drummers William Raser 

William Clouse 
Teamster Hiram Youcom 
Privates No. 1 J. Allbright 

2 F.R. Alexander 
3 S. Burkhard 
4 J. Bell 
5 G.B. Barth 
6 J. Beck 
7 Jos. Boogs 
8 T.C. Buchter 
9 H.S. Babb 

10 P. Cullen 
11 J. Cimmerman 
12 L. Dehart 
13 A. Dorne 
14 Dei.rolf 
15 R. Deyer 
16 R. Dunkelberger 
17 T.I. Deirolf 
18 L. Daniel 
19 ,J. Dann 
20 J, Ellwanger 
21 T. Fritz 
22 J. Fox 
23 S. Foreman 
24 M.A. Francis 
25 H. Fisher 
2.6 P. Filbert 
27 S. Fisher 
28 S. Griesmeyer 
29 J. Hartman 
JO M. Hartman 
31 A. Himmelberger 
32 J. Helder 
33 J, Hoeman 
34 A. Haag 
35 F. Heller 

Where from 
Reading 
Reading 
Reading 
Reading 
Pottsbille 
Bernville 
Berks County 
Reading 
Womelsdorf 
Reading 
Reading 
Reading 
Berks County 
Reading 
Reading 
Reading 
Reading 
Reading 
Douglasville 
Berks County 
Reading 
Womelsdorf 
Bernville 
Reading 
Lebanon 
Chambers bury 
Lebanon 
Reading 
Reading 
Berks County 
Womelsdorf 
Reading 
Berks County 
Reading 
Meyers town 
Berks County 
Bernville 
Berks County 
Berks County 
Sinking Spring 
Pottsville 
Chambersburg 
Berks County 
Earlville, Berks County 
Bernville 
Earlville 
Douglasville 
Reading 
Reading 
Womelsdorf 
Reading 
Reading 
Berks County 
Reading 



LIST OF MEMBERS OF COMPANY B. 93rd REGHflENT P.V. UNION ZOUAVES - Cont. 

Privates No. 36 J. Harner 
37 C. Hornberger 
38 C. Hoppie 
39 G. Hicks 
40 J.S. Hinser 
41 H. Kline 
42 E. Kern 
43 P. Knecht 
44 J. Lessig 
4.5 W.H.H. Lacey 
46 S. Marcley 
47 S. Mathew 
48 J. Pa.inter 
49 B.P. Ruth 
.50 F. Rissmiller 
.51. J.B. Reyner 
.52 J.G. Rhoads 
53 E.C. Rhoads 
.54 A. Ritter 
.5.5 J.S. Readcay 
.56 E. Snoddgrass 
57 N. Sheirey 
58 J.W. Smith 
59 J.S. Shraeder 
60 A. Seiders 
61 G. Shathel 
62 J.W. Smith 
63 P. Strome 
64 J' .M. Shard 
6.5 E. Stambach 
66 M. Shaber 
67 H. Seigrist 
68 J. Sallade 
69 R. Spang 
70 W. Trexler 
71 C. Totherop 
72 F. Weand 
73 A. Weand 
74 H. Weand 
7.5 F.B. Will.son 
76 M. Weidner 
77 W. Weis 
7 8 M. Willman 
79 H. Walle 
80 F. Yeager 
81. J. Zechman 

Honorable Members= 
82 W.H. Lewis, Adjutant 
83 Sgt. Major J.E. Teed DO 

List of Dead~ 
1st Samuel Dunkelberger 

Bernville 
Reading 
Bernville 
Bernville 
Bernville 
Womelsdorf 
Berk.s County 
Little York 
Reading 
Reading 
Reading 
Meyers town 
Bernville 
Reading 
Berks County 
Douglasville 
Berks County 
Berks County 
Chambersburg 
Berks County 
Philadelphia 
Douglasville 
Discharged 
Reading 
Reading 
Womelsdorf 
Bernville 
Sinking Springs 
Bernville 
Harrisburg 
Reading 
L·ebanon 
Missouri 
Reading 
Reading 
Reading 
Reading 
Douglasville 
Douglasville 
Reading 
Berks County 
Womelsdorf 
Berks County 
Reading 
Reading 
Bernville 

Reading 

Kohrsville 



CASH ON HAND FROM FEB. 1st AND TAKEN IN TO THE 15th OF MAY 1862 

May 15th Received $35,97 
" fl For my watch 2.00 

Date. ~ 
Feb. 1 Cash on hand 4.00 

12 II " " .04 
14 W.H.H. Lacey De Cash .10 
17 J.W. Seiders Dr Will not pay .10 
2.6 For stove in cash .20 

Mar. 3 W.H.H. Lacey Dri cash .10 
" " E. Stambach Dr Cash .10 
" 4 James Hoeman Dr Cash .25 
" " Allen Gilbert • 1. 0 
" It Joseph Dann Cash .25 
" 6 John S. Shraeder Dr .15 
" " Lt. Rhoads Cash .35 
" 7 c. Hornberger Dr Cash .15 
" " Adjutant W. Lewis Cash . .50 
" " Pete Cullin Dr Cash .10 

Amount carried over 6.49 
Feb. 27 John Shrader for leggings Dr Cash . 25 
Mar. 12 Adjt. Lewis Cash .25 

" 17 7 post stamps .21 
" 24 From my wife 1. 00 
" " lVIal on Shaber Dr Cash .05 
" II lVIalon Shaber Dr Cash .03 
" 11 Sgt. Gilbert Dr Cash .25 
" 12 Peter Strome Dr Cash .15 
" " John B. Regyner Dr Cash • 1. 0 
" 14 F. Rissmiller Dr Cash . 25 
" 2.8 Two month's wages 26.00 
" 30 Cash .16 
" " For ink, J. Dann Cash .18 

May 11 Cash .05 
II 15 Cash -~ 

$35,97 



EXPENSES FROM FEB. 1, 1.862 

Date 
Feb. 5 

" 6 
II 8 
" 12 
II 15 
" 1. 7 
II 20 
II 26 

Mar. 4 
II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

10 
16 
19 

II 23 
II 24 
II 27 

Apr. 5 
" 1.1. 
II 13 
II 23 
II 28 
II 29 

May 1 
" 1 
II 7 
" 8 

" 12 

May 15 
•. 16 
" 1. 7 
" 
" 
" 
" 

II 

26 
2.8 
30 

For Sundries 
Cheese and papers 
Cakes and cigars 
3 papers for 1 month, cigars & cakes 
Cakes for 1 month, cigars & cakes 
Cakes for 1 month, cigars & cakes 
Sundries for 1 month, cigars & cakes 
Cakes, Pies, Crackers & Tobacco 

.24 

.18 

.12 

.43 

.03 

.02 

.2.8 

.47 
For firing watch 
For box and express 
For taking likeness 
For Sundries 
For Sundries 
For postage stamps 
Carried over 
For cigars & beer 
Sundries 
Pies, cigars & ink 
For tobacco 
Smoking tobacco 
Smoking tobacco, 1 paper 
Tobacco bf C. Heppie 
Smoking tobacco 
Smoking pipe & craQkers 
Cooks pipe & crackers 
Sent Home 
For postage stamps 
Cigars & tobacco 
Levi Weis would not pay his bill 
For cigars 
Amount carried over 
For cakes 
Coffee & sugar 
Cigars & sugar 
Sent home to wife 
For smoking tobacco 
For cheese & paper 
Emery paper & cakes 

.50 

.35 
,75 
. 80 
.60 
.21 

4.98 
.15 
.20 
.40 
.10 
.20 
.10 
.30 
. 32 
.35 
.25 

20.00 
.25 
. 50 
. 50 

~ 
.50 
. 50 
.09 

5.00 
.15 
.20 
.12 



LETTERS SENT AWAY FROM FEB. 1, 1862 

Feb. 4 
7 
8 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
20 
" 
" 

25 
" 
" 
27 
" 
" 
28 

Mar. 1 
5 
6 
8 
" 

10 
15 
20 
21 
24 
27 
31 

Apr. 9 
14 
27 
28 

May l 

15 
16 
20 
26 

To my wife Bertha 
Three papers to my wife Bertha 
One letter to Christian Koch 
Letter to my father 
To my wife Bertha and 1 to my father for Mr. Wheifely 
Inquirer and knapsack of the 9Jrd Regt. to my wife Bertha 
Also a knapsack to J. Richards 
Letter and knapsack to C. Koch 
Letter to Jerome Richards 
Knapsack to J, Richards 
Also one to Christian Koch 
Illustrated Inquirer and knapsack with a letter to my 
wife Bertha, also a letter to Luis Weber 
Inquirer to my wife Bertha 
Letter to Jerome Richards 
Letter to my wife Bertha 
Letter to Rev. Father Shrader 
Letter to my wife and knapsack 
Also one to C. Koch and J. Richards 
Letter to my wife Bertha 
Letter to Mr. William Hagy 
Letter to my wife Bertha 
Also one to Joseph Kaul and my wife 
Knapsack to J. Richards, C. Koch 
Letter to my wife also one to J. Richards 
Frank Leslie's Illustrated to my wife 
Letter to my wife Bertha 
Letter, Inquirer & Leslie's to my wife Bertha 
Letter to Jerome R. Richards 
Leslie's paper to my wife 
Letter to my wife Bertha 
Letter to my wife and one to J, R. Richards 
Letter to our John at the hospital 
Letter to my wife Bertha 
Letter to my wife Bertha 
Letter to Jerome R. Richards 
Letter to my wife Bertha with $40., $20 for John and $20 
for myself, also letter to my father, J"ohn A. Hartman 
Letter to my wife Bertha 
Letter to Joseph Kaul 
Letter to Jerome R. Richards 
Letter to my wife Bertha 

PAPERS AND LETTERS RECEIVED FROM FEB. 1, 1.862 

Feb. 4 
" 
" 
7 
8 

10 
11 
" 

From my wife Bertha 
From J, Richards Sunday Dispatch 
From do Sunday Transcript 
From Luis Weaver of Reading 
New York Herald from J. Richards 
Letter from my father 
Letter from my wife Bertha 
Sunday Transcript by J. Richards 



PAPERS AND LETTER RECEIVED FROM FEB. l, 1.862 - Cont. 

Feb. 14 
15 
18 
" 
19 
" 
" 
22 
25 
2.6 
28 

Mar. 1 
4 
8 

12 
14 
16 
17 
18 
24 
25 

Apr. 27 

May 11 
16 
23 
25 

Letter from Christian Koch 
Letter from Jerome Richards 
Sunday Dispatch from J. Richards 
Sunday Transcript from do 
Letter from my wife Bertha 
Also one from my father 
Frank I,eslie' s Illustrated from J. Richards 
Frank Leslie's Illustrated from J, Richards 
Inquirer and Sunday Dispatch from do 
Letter of L. Weber and one of father 
Letter of Mr. W. Hagy 
Also one of Jerome Richards 
Philadelphia Sunday Transcript 
Frank Leslie's from J. Richards 
Letter of Rev. C. S. Shrader 
Letter of my wife Bertha 
One of J. Richards and one of J, Kaul 
One of my father 
Sunday Transcript and Leslie's of J, Richards 
Letter of my wife Bertha 
Letter and paper of J, Richards 
Two letter of my wife and 1 of my friend J, Richards, 
also 2 Sunday Transcripts, Sunday Dispatch and Leslie's 
Illustrated with Supplement of J. Richards. 
Letter of my wife Bertha 
Letter, 2 papers and diary of Jerome Richards 
Letter of my wife Bertha 
Letter of my wife Bertha 



CELEBRATED SONGS 

No. 1 - E Pluribus Unum 
Verse 1 
Tho many and bright are the stars that appear, 
In that flag by our Country unfurled, 
And the stripes that are swelling in majesty there, 
Like a rainbow adorning the world. 

Their lights are unsullied as those in the sky, 
By a deed that our fathers have done, 
And they're leagued in as true and as holy a tie, 
In their motto of many in one. 

Verse 2 
From the hour when those patriots fearlessly flung, 
That banner of starlight abroad, 
Ever true to themselves, to that motto they clung, 
As they clung to the promise of God. 

By the bayonet traced at the midnight of war, 
On the fields where our glory was won, 
We perish the hearts or the hand that would mar 
Our motto of many in one 

Verse 3 
Mid the smoke of the contest the cannons deep roar, 
How oft it hath gathered renown, 
While those stars were reflected in rivers of gore, 
When the cross and the lion went down. 

And though few were their lights in the gloom of that hour, 
Yet the hearts that were striking below, 
Had God for their bulwark and truth for their power, 
And they stopped not to number the foe. 

Verse 4 
From where our green mountain tops blend with the sky, 
And the giant St. Laurence is rolled, 
To the waves where the balmy Hesperides lie, 
Like the dream of some prophet of old, 

They conquered and dying bequeathed to our care, 
Not this boundless dominion alone, 
But that banner whose loveliness hallows the air, 
And their motto of many in one. 

Verse .5 
We are many in one while their glitters a star, 
In the blue of the heavens above, 
And tyrants shall quail mid their dungeons afar, 
When they gaze on that motto of love, 

It shall gleam o'er the sea mid the bolts of the storm, 
Over tempest and battle and wreck, 
And flame where our guns with their thunder grow warm 
Neath the blood on the slippery deck. 



No. 1 - E. Pluribus Unum - Cont. 
Verse 6 
The oppressed of the earth to that standard shall fly, 
Wherever its folds shall be spread, 
And the exile shall feel tis his native sky, 
Where its stars shall float over his head, 

And those stars shall increase til the fullness of time, 
Its millions of cycles has run, 
Til the world shall have welcomed its mission sublime, 
And the nations of earth shall be one. 

Verse 7 
Though the old Allegheny may tower to heaven, 
And the Fathers of Waters divide, 
The links of our destiny cannot be riven, 
While the truth of these words shall a.bide. 

Then Oh! Let them glow on each helmet and brand, 
Though our blood like our rivers shall run, 
Divide as we may in our own native land, 
To the rest of the world we are one. 

Verse 8 
Then up with our Flag, let it stream on the air, 
Though our fathers are cold in their graves, 
They had hands that could strike, they had souls that could 

dare, 
And their sons were not born to be slaves. 

Up up with that banner where' er it may call, 
Our millions shall rally around, 
A nation of freemen that moment shall pull, 
When its stars shall be trailed on the ground. 

No. 2 - Auld Lang Syne 
Verse 1. 
Should old acquaintance be forgot, 
And never brought to mind. 
Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
And days of Auld Lang Syne? 

Chorus~ 
For Auld Lang Syne my dear, 
For Auld Lang Syne, 
We'll take a cup of kindness yet, 
For Auld Lang Syne. 

Verse 2 
We twa ha'e run about the brues, 
And pu'd the gowans fine, 
But we've wander'd many a weary foot, 
Sin Auld Lang Syne. Chorus. 

Verse 3 
We tra ha'e paid let i' the burn, 
Frae morning sun till dine, 
But seas between us braid ha.'e roar'd, 
Sin Auld Lang Syne. Chorus. 



No. 2 - Auld Lang Syne - Cont. 
Verse 4 
And there's a hand my trusty feire, 
Adgi'es a hand or thin~, 
An' we'll take a right gude willie wa.ught, 
For Auld Lang Syne. Chorus. 

Verse 5 
And surely you'll be your faint stoup, 
And surely I'll be mine, 
And we'll take a cup of kindness yet, 
For Auld Lang Syne. Chorus 

No. 3 ·- Bonny Jean 
0 the summer morn is brightly glowing, 
The wildbirds wake their song, 
And the streamlet as it softly murmurs, 
So gently glides along. 

Chorus: 
Where the sweethedge rose is blowing, 
In the woodlands green, 
There I love to wander with my hearts true queen, 
My bonny bonny Jean. 

Verse 2 
Yet tis not the rosy tint of summer, 
Nor the song birds joyous lay, 
Nor the streamlets soft and murmuring music, 
That makes my heart feel gay. 

Chorus: 
T.il her smile that beams upon me, 
Mid each flowery scene, 
While I love to wander with my hearts true Queen, 
My bonny bonny Jean. 

No. 4 - Marseilles Hymn 
Ye sons of France an a.we to glory, 
Hark! Hark! What myriads bid you rise, 
Your children, wives and grands.ires hoary, 
Behold their tears and hear their cries. 
Shall hateful tyrants mischief breeding, 
With hireling hosts a ruffian band. 
Affright and desolute the land, 
While peace and liberty lie bleeding? 
To arms to arms ye braves! 
The avenging sword unshea.th! 
March on! March on! All hearts resolved in victory or death. 

Chorus: To arms! To Arms! 

Verse 2 
Now, now the dangerous storm is rolling, 
Which treacherous kings confederate raise, 
The dogs of war, let loose are howling, 
And lo! our walls and cities blaze. 



No. 4 - Marseilles Hymn - Cont. 
And shall we basely view the ruin, 
While lawless force with guilty strike, 
Spreads desolation far and wide, 
With crimes and blood his hands imbuing? 
To arms! To arms! 

Verse 3 
With luxury and pride surrounded, 
The vile, insatiate despots dare, 
Their thirst of gold and power unbounded, 
To mete and vend the light and air. 
Like beasts of burden would they load us, 
Like gods would bid their slaves adore, 
But man is man, and who is more, 
Then shall they longer lash and goad us? 
To arms! To Arms! 

Verse 4 
O Liberty! Can man resign thee, 
Once having felt that generous flame, 
Dan dungeons, bolts and burs confine thee? 
Or whips thy noble spirit tame. 
Too long the world has wept bewailing, 
That falsehoods dagger tyrants wield, 
But freedom is our sword and shield, 
And all their arts are unavailing. 
To arms! To arms! 

No. 5 - Massa's In The Cold Ground 
Verse 1. 
Round de meadows am a ringing, 
De darkeys mournful song, 
While de mocking bird am singing, 
Happy as de days am long. 
Where de ivy am a creeping, 
O'er the grassy mound, 
Dare old massa am a sleeping, 
Sleeping in de cold cold ground. 

Chorus: 
Down in de cornfield, 
Hear that mournful sound, 
All de darkeys am a weeping, 
Massa's in the cold cold ground. 

Verse 2 
When de autumn leaves were falling, 
When de days were cold, 
Twas hard to hear old massa calling, 
Cause he was so weak and old, 
Now the orange tree am blooming, 
On de sandy shore, 
Now de summer days am coming, 
Massa never calls no more. 

Chorus: Down in de corn fields. 



No. 5 - Massa's In The Cold Ground - Cont. 
Verse 3 
Massa made de darkeys love him, 
Cause he was so kind, 
Now day sadly weep above him, 
Mourning cause he leaves dem behind, 
I cannot work before tomorrow, 
Cause de tear drops flow, 
I try to drive away my sorrow, 
Pickin' on de old banjo. 

Chorus; Down in de corn fields. 


