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B
y long William & Mary tradi-
tion, the president gets the last
words at Commencement.
Graduation rites do run on and

on. So, approaching these remarks last
May 15, I felt a bit like the corpse at an
Irish wake. They need you there to have
the party, but they don’t expect you to
say much.

Since degrees were conferred shortly
before my “last words,” I was speaking to
newly christened alumni and alumnae of
William & Mary, almost 2,000 strong,
counting the graduates from all five
schools in the university. Let me share
these thoughts with you as well.

When high school seniors get the fat
envelope in the mail bearing an offer of
admission to the College, we tell them,
“There is only one William & Mary — and
now it’s yours,” but these words speak to
our new graduates far more directly than
to high school seniors still in the throes of
picking a college. It’s our new alumni and
alumnae who have just spent enormous
amounts of energy climbing William &
Mary’s steep academic mountain and who
have now reached the summit, ready for
the journey ahead. 

& Mary’s red brick paths together, played
on teams together, and did any of the
other countless things at William & Mary
that unite us. Keep those friendships
alive. Friends for life are a rare blessing.

Third, a degree from William & Mary is
a serious distinction, an important
personal credential, a key that opens
opportunities not otherwise readily
accessible. People who know higher
education in America understand the
excellence of our faculty and students and
the superb education inherent in a
William & Mary degree. As many have
already discovered, graduate and profes-
sional schools love to recruit William &
Mary alumni and alumnae. Employers
who have hired William & Mary gradu-
ates speak lyrically about them and
return wanting more. It helps, and it feels
good, to have a degree that commands
attention and respect.

So, a compellingly good education,
wonderful friends for life, and a powerful
credential rooted in the College’s renown
— quite a constellation of pluses for the
road ahead. Truly, there is  only one
William & Mary — and now it’s yours! 

W. TAYLOR REVELEY III
President, College of William & Mary

______________________________________
To view excerpts from President Reveley’s closing

remarks at the 2011 Commencement ceremony, go

to www.wm.edu/news/video.

FROMTHEBRAFFERTON

In my view, a William & Mary degree
will nurture our graduates richly during
this journey, indeed, until they shuffle off
their mortal coils. Why do I say this? Why
does a William & Mary degree stand you
in such good stead going forward? Three
reasons in particular.

First, consider the caliber of the educa-
tion received at the country’s second-oldest
university. The capacity to think rigorously
and communicate effectively, an under-
standing of the great issues that have
confronted human beings for millennia
and still do, plus an awareness that there
are no easy answers to most of these
issues — all this radically exceeds the
grasp of most students graduating across
the United States. The high caliber of a
William & Mary education provides a huge
comparative advantage going forward. 

Second, while in William & Mary’s
embrace, most people make friends for
life. Friends for life are precious. They
rejoice with us in good times and help sus-
tain us in bad. They provide continuity
across the years. It’s warmly satisfying to
have friends who roll through the decades
with you and remember, along with you,
what it was like when you walked William

A Constellation of Pluses
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Plumeri ’66, D.P.S. ’1 1 Addresses Graduates ~ ERIN ZAGURSKY, W&M NEWS

illiam and Mary’s Class of 2011 got an unusual piece of advice from their Commencement speaker on May 15: “Go play in
traffic.”~ “That’s right — don’t be afraid to play in traffic,” said Joseph J. Plumeri II ’66, D.P.S. ’11. “Do things. Take some
risks, whether they be personal risks or risks that you feel are needed to get your dreams to be fulfilled.” ~ Plumeri,
chairman and chief executive officer of Willis Group Holdings, gave a dynamic speech to a packed William and Mary Hall
during the College’s Commencement ceremony, the day on which 1,944 undergraduate and graduate students received
their degrees from the College. Among the graduates were six ROTC cadets who were commissioned into the U.S. Army.~ Plumeri received an honorary doctor of public service degree during the event. Two others also received honorary

degrees during the ceremony. Marian Wright Edelman, president of the Children’s Defense Fund, received an honorary doctor of public service
degree, and Brian Lamb, president of C-SPAN, received an honorary doctor of humane letters degree.~ “We are all gathered to rejoice,” said
President Taylor Reveley at the beginning of the event. “So let’s get on with celebrating the Class of 2011.” ~ Plumeri, who said he looked like a
combination of Fonzie and John Travolta from Grease during his time at the College, told the graduates that he is “living proof that you can
dream.”~ “I am one of the world’s great dreamers,” he said. “You can’t tell me I can’t do this; you can’t tell me I can’t do that. Number one, I am
not built that way, and number two, I am a graduate of the College of William and Mary.”~ While “playing in traffic,” Plumeri said, graduates
should keep four big ideas — or “road signs” — in mind: vision, passion, integrity and a belief in endless possibilities. “You have to believe that
because you are a graduate of the College that anything — anything — is possible,” he said. Plumeri then had the graduates repeat “Anything is
possible” several times. ~ Rarely standing at the podium during his half-hour speech, which was often interrupted by applause, PlumeriP
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‘Take Risks and Anything is Possible’

Joseph J. Plumeri II ’66, D.P.S. ’11
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walked the stage and engaged the crowd, ask-
ing them to give standing ovations to the grad-
uates’ parents and the faculty. Plumeri pep-
pered his remarks with stories from his own
life and family as well as stories about some of
the graduates — including Nat Baako ’11, Brian
Focarino ’11 and Michelle Munikwa ’11 — that
illustrated his four “road signs.”
Some people in life are “ready, set” people,

and others are “ready, set, go,” people, Plumeri
said in the conclusion of his speech.
“All the years you’ve been here, you’ve been

hearing what? Go, Tribe! Now you know why
you’ve been yelling ‘Go, Tribe!’ for all the years
you’ve been here, because you are the go peo-
ple. You are the people that will make a differ-
ence. Go out and make something happen. Play
in traffic. Go, Tribe!”
Kalyani Hemant Phansalkar ’11 served as the

student Commencement speaker, saying that
luck comes in different forms: the kind that
happens to you and the kind that you make
happen. Finding what you are passionate about
so you can make your own luck can be hard,
she said, but William and Mary has helped
graduates get ready for that challenge.
President Reveley took the podium at the

end of the ceremony with parting words for 
the graduates:
“Truly, there is only one William and Mary

— and now it’s yours!”

To view Joe Plumeri’s speech in full, go to www.

wm.edu/news/stories/2011/joe-plumeris-2011-com-

mencement-remarks-123.php
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Lord Botetourt Medal
Ronald Wilcox ’11, physics major 

James Frederic Carr Memorial Cup
Samanthe Tiver ’11, economics major

The Thatcher Prize for Excellence
Edward Maris-Wolf M.A. ’01, Ph.D. ’11,
history

Algernon Sydney Sullivan Awards
Lauren Edmonds ’11, John Pothen ’11
and Pamela Garrette, Career Center

Thomas Ashley Graves Jr. Award
Phil Kearns, associate professor of 
computer science, and Larry Ring,
chancellor professor of business and
Executive MBA Alumni Professor

Charles Joseph Duke Jr. and 
Virginia Welton Duke Award
Mike Blum M.A. ’96, senior academic
technologist (see page 32)

  [AWARDS]

On April 15, the William and Mary
Board of Visitors unanimously
elected alumnus Jeffrey B. 

Trammell ’73 as the College’s next rector.
Trammell is president and founder of

Trammell and Company, an external com-
munications and public affairs consulting
firm in Washington, D.C. He will succeed
Henry C. Wolf ’64, J.D. ’66, who will step
down from the Board of Visitors this sum-
mer following his second term, including
two years as rector.
Charles A. Banks III (honorary alum-

nus) was elected vice rector and will suc-
ceed John W. Gerdelman ’75, who is also
completing his second term on the board.
Dennis H. Liberson ’78 will succeed Janet
M. Brashear ’82 as secretary of the board.
A native of Blountstown, Fla., Tram-

mell came to William and Mary in 1969 on
a basketball scholarship. He went on to
become the team’s captain and was
named all-conference in 1972. While an
undergraduate, Trammell also served as
president of Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity.
He has remained extensively involved
with his alma mater  since graduating.
Trammell was the founding chair and
currently serves as a board member of
the College’s Thomas Jefferson Public
Policy Program. He is also a former board
member of the Greater Washington, D.C.,
chapter of the William and Mary Alumni
Association.
“William and Mary has been a part of

my life for more than four decades and 
it is a great honor to take on this new
assignment,” Trammell said. 

Jeffrey B. Trammell ’73 Elected Rector of the College
Trammell, who received his law

degree from Florida State University in
1977, worked in the United States Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives
for a number of years, where he was a
legal counsel to a subcommittee chair
on the Committee of Energy and Com-
merce. In addition, he also founded
Almanac Publishing, which produced
annual reference materials on govern-
ment organizations. Before founding
his consulting firm, Trammell served
as senior managing director of Hill 
and Knowlton, a worldwide communi-
cations firm.
Trammell was appointed to the

William and Mary Board of Visitors in
2005 and re-appointed in 2009. 

 — Brian Whitson, W&M News
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I
n-state undergraduate tuition and fees at the College of
William and Mary will increase 5.5 percent for the 2011-12 aca-
demic year, according to the budget adopted this spring by the

Board of Visitors. The total cost for in-state undergraduates will be
$22,024. The total cost for out-of-state undergraduates will
increase 5.7 percent in 2011-12 to $44,854.

The budget includes an additional $1.8 million in financial aid for
2012 following the College’s policy of providing a commensurate
increase in aid whenever tuition is increased.  From 2008-10, the
College increased its financial aid by $9.1 million, or 117 percent,
said Vice President for Finance Sam Jones.

In a message to the campus community, President Taylor Reve-
ley noted that the budget actions were taken in the context of the
financial cliff the College faces in fiscal year 2012 due to the 
long-term decline in state funding combined with the expiration of
$6.9 million in federal stimulus funds. The president credited Vir-
ginia’s elected leaders with enacting legislation this year to help
reverse that trend.

However, since 1980, the commonwealth’s support of William and
Mary’s operating budget has declined from 43 percent to less than
13 percent for fiscal year 2012. During that same time, philanthropy
has become an increasingly important contributor and will account
for 10 percent of the university’s operating funds in 2011-12.

“As William and Mary comes to depend more and more on the
private side of the public/private partnership that now funds the
College’s operations,  the families benefiting from what the College
provides are being asked increasingly to help shoulder the costs of

one of the very best undergraduate educations in the country,” Rev-
eley said. “William and Mary, for its part, will seek to raise additional
private funds to expand support for financial aid for both need-
based and merit-based programs.”

In response to the drop in public funding, William and Mary has
taken a number of actions to reduce costs and become even
more efficient. From 2008 to 2010, W&M has reduced baseline,
continuing expenses at the main campus by more than $8 million
and more than $6 million at its Virginia Institute of Marine Sci-
ence. Jones said this year’s budget includes another $1 million in
cuts yet to be allocated. 

“No matter how innovative and productive we become, William
and Mary’s academic model, which hinges on intense engagement
between faculty and students of compelling ability, will require sub-
stantial resources,” Reveley said. “This is the model for very few uni-
versities in the country, and it explains why our undergraduate 
program is so academically effective.”

According to the 2011-12 budget, tuition and fees for in-state stu-
dents in the College’s graduate and professional programs are as
follows: graduate arts and sciences, education and marine science
will increase $194 to $10,962; law will increase $2,400 to $26,200;
and business will increase $2,200 to $27,200.

Tuition and fees for out-of-state graduate students will increase
as follows: graduate arts and sciences, education and marine sci-
ence will increase $194 to $24,832; law will increase $2,400 to
$36,200; and business will increase $1,750 to $38,250.

—Brian Whitson, W&M News

Board of Visitors Approves Tuition and Budget for 2011-12

Carrie Cooper has been named the
new dean of university libraries at
William and Mary, and will begin

her new position on Aug. 1, 2011. Cooper
has served the past 13 years in library lead-
ership at Eastern Kentucky University,
including the past five years as dean of the
university’s libraries.
Cooper will succeed Connie McCarthy,

who retired last summer following 13
years at the helm of Earl Gregg Swem
Library. Bea Hardy, the Marian and Alan
McLeod Director of the Special Collec-
tions Research Center at Swem Library,
served as interim dean while the search
was underway.
During her time as dean of libraries at

Eastern Kentucky, Cooper is credited
with revitalizing the library’s fundraising

program — including securing the largest
private gift in the university’s history —
and overseeing a major renovation of
Eastern Kentucky’s Crabbe Library.
A native of Florida, Cooper received her

bachelor’s degree in elementary education
from Florida State University in 1992 and
her master’s degree in library and infor-
mational services from the University of
Southern Mississippi in 1997.
Incorporating media and technology

into the library experience is an area of
focus for Cooper. “The digital age pres-
ents many opportunities for librarians to
support and enhance an academic com-
munity,” Cooper said. “In this evolving
environment, I look forward to leading
one of the country’s most prestigious
academic libraries.”

College Names New Dean of University Libraries

“Carrie is considered a rising star
among university librarians,” said Provost
Michael R. Halleran. “We’re thrilled she
will be our next dean. I am confident she is
the right person to lead our libraries to
the next level.”

—Brian Whitson, W&M News
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[NEWSBRIEFS]
CIO Named Investor of the Year

Brian Hiestand, chief

investment officer for the

William and Mary Foun-

dation, has been named

Institutional Investor’s

Small Endowment Man-

ager of the Year for 2011.

Hiestand, who joined the

foundation in 2005, is the first CIO to oversee all of the investment

management functions for the College’s endowment, including asset

allocation, manager selection and review. As of June 30, 2010, the Col-

lege’s consolidated endowment totaled $539.5 million.

College Announces New Reves Center Director

Stephen E. Hanson has been named vice provost for international

affairs and director of the Wendy and Emery Reves Center for Interna-

tional Studies. Hanson previously served as vice provost for global affairs

and the Herbert J. Ellison professor of political science at the University of

Washington, where he was awarded both the Distinguished Teaching

Award and Outstanding Undergraduate Mentor Award. He received his

B.A. from Harvard University and his Ph.D. from the University of Califor-

nia, Berkeley. 

W&M Launches Carbon Offset Program

The College now offers faculty, staff and students the opportunity to

contribute personally to an in-house carbon offset program. These

programs provide individuals and institutions ways to contribute

money toward carbon-reducing projects to counterbalance their

carbon-producing lifestyles (e.g., taking an airplane flight) that con-

tribute to excess carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. “As far as we are

aware, William and Mary is the first U.S. institution to create its 

own carbon offset program where 100 percent of the funds go

toward energy reductions on campus,” said John Swaddle, director

of the College’s environmental science and policy program and pro-

fessor of biology. 

Professor Wins Two Prestigious Fellowships

The Jane Williams Mahoney Professor of

Art History and American Studies, Susan

Verdi Webster, has been awarded the 2011

John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foun-

dation Fellowship in Fine Arts Research.

Webster was also selected for a fellowship

from the National Humanities Center, one

of just two awards given by the center this

year in art history research. Webster is a leading scholar in the art

and architecture of colonial Latin America. 

New W&M Program in Asian and Middle Eastern Studies

The College has created a new Asian and Middle Eastern Studies Pro-

gram, a unique academic program that encompasses the languages

and cultures practiced by more than half the world’s population.

“These regions, which we tend to study in isolation, have historically

been connected through trade, travel, pilgrimage, proselytizing, war-

fare, colonization and similar types of interregional exchanges,” said

Professor Sibel Zandi-Sayek, co-director of the Asian Studies Initiative.

The program is scheduled to launch in fall 2011.

The College’s new fraternity housing

will be located along Ukrop Way

across from William and Mary Hall,

university officials announced in April. The

site location was recommended by a 

feasibility study conducted in fall 2010 by 

Treanor Architects of Kansas and Moseley

Architects of Virginia.

The project will include 12 buildings, six

set north of Yates Drive and six south. The

buildings will total approximately 81,600

square feet. The project is expected to be

parking neutral and will be constructed

with the goal of Silver LEED certification.

The planned fraternity project calls for 11

houses with 17 beds each and 

a 12th building that will include

multipurpose and meeting

space for the College’s fraterni-

ties and sororities.

The estimated cost of the

project is $26 million and will be 

funded principally through room fees. The facili-

ties are expected to be online in the fall of 2013.

“These new chapter houses will affirm 

and strengthen fraternity life at the College, 

celebrating a rich tradition in which our stdents 

and alumni feel a deep sense of pride,” said 

Virginia Ambler ’88, Ph.D. ’06, vice president for

student affairs.

Fraternity Housing Site Announced

Hiestand

Currently fraternities are housed in

units in two large buildings built in 1968.

These units no longer meet the needs of

contemporary fraternity chapters, Ambler

added. The space the fraternities will

vacate will receive updates and be repur-

posed for general student housing.

—Suzanne Seurattan, W&M News

Webster
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For nearly three centuries, the Braf-
ferton has stood alongside 
the Sir Christopher Wren Building

and the President’s House on the College’s 
         historic campus. Together, the three
buildings form the most intact surviving 
colonial campus in the United States.
The Brafferton, William and Mary’s 

second-oldest building, was constructed
with funds from the estate of Robert Boyle, a
famous English scientist, and was designed
to house the College’s Indian School.
William and Mary is now seeking $4.5

million in private funding for the renewal
and preservation of the Brafferton. The

renewal project will address the build-
ing’s preservation needs, the safety of its
occupants and the replacement of build-
ing systems that have exceeded their life
expectancy.
“The Wren Building and the President’s

House have both undergone renewals of
their own in recent years,”  said President
Taylor Reveley. “The Brafferton, however,
has not received any significant remedial
attention since the early 1930s and now
desperately needs help.”
With an extraordinary grant of $1 mil-

lion from the Lettie Pate Evans Founda-
tion, the College was able to begin work-

ing on the project ahead
of schedule. Simultane-
ously, the Mary Morton
Parsons Foundation
issued a challenge to the
College to raise an addi-
tional $900,000 by Dec.
31, 2011. If the College
raises that amount, the
foundation will provide a
$300,000 grant. 
In response to the

Parsons Foundation’s
challenge, William and
Mary’s Class of 1961
helped build momentum

Historic Brafferton to Undergo Extensive Renewal

     [WILLIAM AND MARY] BY THE NUMBERS

8 The College’s undergraduate business program ranks

eighth in the nation among programs at public universities

and 23rd overall, according to Bloomberg BusinessWeek’s annual

ranking of U.S. programs. The program came in at No. 1 for sus-

tainability, No. 2 for marketing and No. 6 in accounting in the

Bloomberg rankings.

27U.S. News and World Report ranked William and Mary

Law School 27th, up one spot from 2011, and tied with

Boston College and Iowa. The Law School received nearly 6,000

applications for its J.D. Class of 2014, the second-largest applicant

pool in its history. The School of Education was also included

among the nation’s best graduate programs in the U.S. News

survey, ranking 41st. 

93William and Mary has improved its standing as one of the

most environmentally responsible colleges in the nation,

according to “The Princeton Review’s Guide to 311 Green Colleges:

2011 Edition.” The College received a “Green Rating” numerical

score (scaled from 60–99) of 93, up three points from the previ-

ous year. 

10,000Out-of-work commercial watermen hauled

up more than 10,000 derelict crab pots,

lost fishing nets and assorted metal junk from the Chesapeake Bay

during the third year of Virginia’s one-of-a-kind Marine Debris

Removal Program. The program, funded by NOAA  and administered

by the Virginia Institute of Marine Science, paid the watermen to use

side-imaging sonar units to retrieve debris that litters the bay floor. 

by making the effort its 50th Reunion Class
Gift project. To date, the class has raised
more than $625,000. 
Alongside fundraising efforts, the Braffer-

ton Legacy Group has been formed to repre-
sent communities with links to the College’s
18th-century history. The group is com-
prised of four Native individuals who are
also alumni — Ashley Atkins M.A. ’09
(Pamunkey), Paige Archer ’78 (Meherrin),
Annette Saunooke Clapsaddle M.A. ’04
(Eastern Band of Cherokee) and Reginald
Stewart ’86 (Chickahominy).
On April 30, conjunction with the Col-

lege’s American Indian Resource Center,
the Brafferton Legacy Group hosted a
pre-excavation ceremony during the
Class of 1961’s reunion weekend.
“We are here to remember that the

Brafferton began its life as a school for
Native Americans — the first Ameri-
cans,” said President Reveley at the cere-
mony. “This is an important moment in
the life of this great building.”
Construction on the Brafferton and

archaeology of the site is expected to last
about a year. For more information about
the project, go to www.wm.edu/sites/
braffertonproject.
—John Wallace, University Development, 

and Suzanne Seurattan, W&M News

W&M anthropology students begin work on Brafferton archaeology
in the summer field school run by the Colonial Wiliamsburg 
Foundation.
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Big News From the Big Apple
New York Auction Raises Record-Breaking Amount ~ SARA PICCINI

M
ore than 200 alumni and friends gathered at the Central Park Boathouse in New York City on April 1 for the 2011 Alumni
Auction, raising a record-breaking $100,000 in support of the Alumni Association.~ Items up for bid ranged from a
tour of the set of Damages donated by the show’s star, Glenn Close ’74, D.A. ’89, to a 100-volume children’s library from
Scholastic Books. Lucky bidder Tom Dexter ’91 now has a Paul’s Deli sandwich named for him, Dex’s Midnight Runner.~ Also featured among the 23 live auction items were dinner with President and Mrs. Reveley, an Alumni Journeys
Amazon Expedition, and even hand-delivered Cheese Shop bread ends and house dressing. The event also included 62

silent auction items.~ “The Alumni Auction in New York was truly a wonderful evening — it was great to catch up with old friends as well
as meet other alums,” says Mary Gallagher ’88. “There were so many incredible auction items and the bidding got quite heated at times. I’m
looking forward to the D.C. Auction in 2012!”~ Through BidPal, a wireless electronic bidding system, the auction also sponsored “Fund a
Need” — raising $5,000 for Student Academic Prizes, Alumni Admission Weekend and Student Initiatives.~ Next year’s auction will be
held in Washington, D.C., on March 23, 2012. If you are interested in becoming an auction sponsor or donating an item, please contact Brooke
Harrison, director of alumni programs, at 757.221.1172 or sbhar2@wm.edu.

President Reveley, Karen Cottrell ’66,
M.Ed. ’69, Ed.D. ’84 and Ed Burnette ’75, J.D. ’78

Chris C. DeMuth ’99, Rhian Horgan ’99,
Sarah Orum Lubeley’99 and Elizabeth Townsend DeMuth ’99

Vicki Walcott-Edim '96, Natasha Moulton-Levy '95
and Romanda Williams '96

Kathy Watson Lawler ’59
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A Special Thank You
to Our Sponsors

Platinum Sponsor:
Joseph J. Plumeri II ’66, D.P.S. ’11

Leadership Sponsors:
James B. Comey Jr. ’82, LL.D. ’08 and Patrice L. Comey ’82
Ted R. Dintermsith ’74 and Elizabeth Hazard
Laura L. Flippin ’92
Matthew D. Lentz ’96 and Nora C. Lentz
William R. Schermerhorn ’82

Gold Sponsors:
Janet Rollins Atwater ’84 and Peter W. Atwater ’83
Thomas P. Hollowell ’65, J.D. ’68, M.L.T. ’69 and Lyttleton Hollowell
Jennifer Tepper Mackesy ’91 and D. Scott Mackesy ’91
Nancy Wonnell Mathews ’76 and Hallett H. Mathews (honorary alumnus)
Rangeley Capital
Martin D. Walsh ’66, J.D. ’73 and Nan Walsh

Silver Sponsors:
Timothy P. Dunn ’83 and Ellen R. Stofan ’83
A. John Gabig, Honorary Alumnus, and Dorothy Nowland Gabig ’61
Henry H. George ’65 and Nancy Sadler George, Honorary Alumna
Joseph W. Montgomery ’74

and The Optimal Service Group of Wells Fargo Advisors
L. Clifford Schroeder Sr., Honorary Alumnus, and Lois Schroeder

Green Sponsors:
A. Marshall Acuff Jr. ’62, L.H.D. ’07 and Dana Acuff
Garrett A. Camporine ’94 and Rhian L. Horgan ’99
Carl W. Cheek ’61 and Sylvia Cheek
Edward A. Cramer Jr. and Grace Guin Cramer ’66, M.F.A. ’67
Clyde E. Culp ’65 and Mary Ellen Coleman Culp ’66
Robey W. Estes Jr. ’74 and Jean Berger Estes ’75
Martha McGlothin Gayle ’89, J.D. ’95 and Albert L. Gayle M.B.A. ’95
John C. Hodulik ’91 and Carla Hodulik
James R. Kaplan ’57 and Jane Thompson Kaplan ’56
David N. Kelley ’81
David C. Larson ’75 and Linda Cool Larson ’75
Peter M. Nance ’66 and Judy Poarch Nance ’69
Todd W. Norris ’86 and Jennifer Q. Norris
Theresa Thompson ’67
James E. Ukrop ’60, L.H.D. ’99 and Barbara Berkeley Ukrop ’61
Henry C. Wolf ’64, J.D. ’66 and Dixie Davis Wolf, Honorary Alumna

Tribe Sponsors:
R. Edwin Burnette Jr. ’75, J.D. ’78 and Barbara E. Burnette
Clayton M. Clemens ’80
Maria Elena Monteverde-Jackson ’93 and Jonathan B. Jackson
Barbara Cole Joynes ’82 and Stanley K. Joynes III
Joseph W. Lawler ’59 and Kathryn Watson Lawler ’59
Robert M. Ross and Sharon E. Pandak ’75, J.D. ’78
Shailesh B. Sheth ’83
Timothy J. Sullivan ’66

and Anne Klare Sullivan ’66, M.Ed. ’68, M.A. ’73, Ed.D. ’86
Sunshine Trumbo Williams ’44

Twice as Nice
Alumni Association Welcomes Two Graphic Designers to the Staff

Megan Morrow joined the
William and Mary Alumni
Association in February

2011 as the graphic designer for
alumni programs.

Megan graduated cum laude with a
major in photojournalism from Old
Dominion University in December
2010. While there, she studied visual
communication, marketing and new media, and was the graphic
designer for ODU’s Office of Student Activities and Leadership
and assistant editor-in-chief for the Mace and Crown student news-
paper. She also worked as the team photographer for the Norfolk
Tides and as an intern at O’Brien et al. Advertising.

Megan lives in Chesapeake, Va., and enjoys traveling, including
her “road trips” to work. When she’s not driving to Williamsburg,
she enjoys attempting to master New York magazine crossword
puzzles and building her freelance visual media business, Triple M
Media, found at MeganMMorrow.com.

M ichael Bartolotta joined the
William and Mary Alumni
Association in April 2011 as

the graphic designer for alumni
communications.

Born and raised in Rochester, N.Y.,
Michael holds a B.A. in English from
the University of Pittsburgh and an
M.F.A. in visual studies from the Col-

lege at Brockport, State University of New York. Prior to moving
to Williamsburg, Michael spent his entire life north of the
Mason-Dixon Line, where he worked in the Rochester area as an
art director for a small marketing firm.

Outside of the Alumni Association, Michael enjoys backpack-
ing, writing and spending time with his wife, Emily, and their
two dogs, Zoe and Cuba. Michael also pursues image-making
where he focuses on historical processes including wet plate col-
lodion photography and salt printing. His work can be found at
MDBart.com.



P
H

O
T

O
: 

M
IH

C
A

E
L

 D
. 

B
A

R
T

O
L

O
T

T
A

ALUMNI SPIRIT

19ALUMNI MAGAZINE SUMMER 2011

On May 13, the William and Mary
Alumni Association recognized a
select few friends who have demon-

strated a lasting commitment to and gen-
uine affinity for the College, even though
they are not graduates. These four friends
have a distinguished record of service and
support for the College: Ann M. Boehm,
Daniel G. Stimson, J. Goodenow Tyler III,
and Anne Martin Ward.

Although Ann M. Boehm attended Cor-
nell University, she is a proud supporter of
the Tribe. Since arriving in Williamsburg
with her husband, the late A. Bruce Boehm
Jr., Ann has served on the Muscarelle Muse-
um of Art’s advisory committee, as presi-
dent of the Christopher Wren Association
and as a member of the Chancellor’s Circle
and Fourth Century Club. She has attended
countless Tribe football games and numer-
ous Alumni Journeys trips overseas. The
Boehms’ gift to the Mason School of Busi-
ness named the Bruce Boehm Center for
Corporate Education in Alan B. Miller Hall.

Daniel G. Stimson is best known on cam-
pus as William and Mary’s director of cross
country and track and field. In his 25 years

in that position, his programs have won 49
conference championships. That is nearly
half of all the championships the College has
won in its entire history. He was the 2003
Alumni Association Coach of the Year, in
large part for his exemplary work with the
track and field throwing events, which are
his specialty. Having mentored untold num-
bers of student-athletes, Dan’s achievements
are vast and immeasurable. One of his nomi-
nators notes that he serves as “an exempla-
ry model for what collegiate athletics should
be all about.”

J. Goodenow Tyler III is better known as
“Goody,” and further known for his green
and gold bowtie and tennis shoes. He, along
with his wife, Bee McLeod ’83, M.B.A. ’91,
has had a major impact on the lives of
William and Mary students. The Tyler
Recreational Sports Endowment supports
the Student Recreation Center, which is
used by 85 percent of students during a
given year. In addition, they established the
Alan and Marian McLeod Director of the
Special Collections Research Center at
Swem Library as well as the McLeod
Library at the Mason School. According to

his nominator, Goody is “a vital and proud
member of the Tribe.”

Anne Martin Ward’s nomination form tes-
tified that her “heart has bled green and gold
for many years.” One can see that this has
been proven time and time again — from her
membership in the President’s Council and
the Chancellor’s Circle to her many hours of
volunteering at Swem Library and work
with the Richmond Alumni Chapter, of
which she is an honorary member. For the
50th Reunion of her husband, Fred ’54, Anne
worked hard to make the reunion gift a suc-
cess. One nominator also wrote, “Anne has
so selflessly served the College for many
years that I cannot believe she has not
already received this honor.”

Peter M. Nance ’66, president of the
W&M Alumni Association Board of Direc-
tors, thanked the award winners on behalf of
the entire alumni body. “I hope today’s
awards will let you know how we, and many
others, feel about what you have added to
our community. The Honorary Alumni
Award is a tribute to your sustained dedica-
tion and service.”

—Alumni Communications

Four Friends Recognized as 2011 Honorary Alumni

The 2011 Honorary Alumni Induction Ceremony was held at the Alumni House on May 13 to present steadfast friends of the College with the highest honor
available to non-graduates. From left: Alumni Board President Peter M. Nance ’66 congratulates recipients Ann M. Boehm, Anne Martin Ward, J. Goodenow
Tyler III and Daniel G. Stimson.
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ALUMNI SPIRIT

This year’s 50th Reunion Weekend, April 29-May 1, brought more than 100 members of
the Class of 1961 and their families to campus. The full weekend of activities included a
welcome reception at the Alumni House, a guided campus tour and gala dinner. During

the gift presentation luncheon on Saturday, the class presented a check for over $4.2 million to
President Taylor Reveley. Proceeds from the gift will go toward the preservation of the Braffer-
ton and the Alumni House Operating Endowment.~ In a ceremony at the Wren Building on
Sunday morning, the Class of ’61 was inducted into the Olde Guarde. Many class members then
joined their colleagues for the Olde Guarde Celebration, including a dinner at the School of
Education Sunday night. At Olde Guarde Day on Monday, May 2, old and new friends gathered
for a presentation by Michael J. Fox, assistant to the president and secretary to the Board of
Visitors, followed by the traditional Bloody Mary reception. At the luncheon, Joseph S. Agee
’52, M.Ed. ’56 was honored with the Olde Guarde Distinguished Service Award. Retiring Olde
Guarde Council members Sue Hines Davis ’50 and John W. Dayton ’50 were also honored.

Spectacular Spring Weekend

A Great New Tradition

More than 200 alumni from the Classes of 2006-10 gathered in

Williamsburg for the fourth annual Young Guarde Weekend

April 15-17.  Young Guarde members enjoyed a full weekend of

events, including a panel for admitted students and an update on the

College from Professor of Government Clay Clemens ’80, also a member

of the W&M Alumni Association Board. Old friends had a chance to catch

up over a lunch of Cheese Shop sandwiches on Saturday and a cham-

pagne brunch Sunday morning. The weekend’s highlight was the ever-

popular Mug Night Bash at the Alumni House Saturday night. For more

photos, go to www.wmalumni.com/?ygweekend.
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Want more on the 50th Reunion and Olde Guarde Induction
Ceremony? We have a special website with a photo gallery,

slideshow and complete video from the Class of 1961
induction at www.wmalumni.com/?50.

[1] The 50th Reunion Gift Committee
presents a ceremonial check to the
College. [2] Applause at the Olde Guarde
Induction Ceremony. [3] Service of
Remembrance. [4] Friends gather at the
Gift Presentation Luncheon. [5] The Wren
walk, 50 years later. [6] A joyful Class of
’61 reunion. [7] Former W&M President
Paul R. Verkuil ’61 shares his reflections
with classmates.

[1]

[2]

[3]

[4]

[5]

[6]

[7]
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Senior Spring Day 2011

The Class of 2011 turned out on the evening of April 28 for

Senior Spring Day on Clarke Plaza at the Alumni House.

Complete with Chick-fil-a chicken nuggets, pizza, subs,

sandwiches, drinks and Rita’s Italian Ice, the event drew a crowd

of approximately 600 seniors celebrating their time at William

and Mary. The event drew so many students that at one time the

line wove through the Alumni House parking lot. Graduating stu-

dents enjoyed a photo booth and complimentary William and

Mary Alumni Association glass mugs — just in time for the last day

of classes and the onset of final exams. For more photos, please

join us online at www.wmalumni.com/group/2011.

Alumni Induction Ceremony

On May 14, the W&M Alumni Association welcomed the
Class of 2011 into the alumni family during the annual
Alumni Induction Ceremony. The event, held this year in

the Sunken Garden, drew close to 2,000 graduates and their fam-
ilies. Featured speakers included W&M President Taylor Reveley
and Peter Nance ’66, newly elected president of the Alumni Asso-
ciation Board of Directors. Alumnae Nubia Dickerson ’09 and
Priscilla Pinckney ’10, M.Acc. ’11 presented each graduate with an
alumni pin that symbolizes membership in the greater William
and Mary family. For complete video of the event, visit
www.wmalumni.com/?vid_alumind2011.

W&M’s Top Academic Talent Honored at Ceremony
The William and Mary Alumni Association awarded 21 Student Academic Prizes on April 27, honoring the best in undergraduate
scholarship in 2010-11. Back row, from left: Francesca M. Chilcote ’11, Jordan T. Sutlive ’14, Alexander B. Bellah ’11, Jacob A. McCollum
’13, R. Frederick Lambert ’11. Middle: Catherine H. Cole ’11, Larisa M. Converse ’11, Nicholas J. Wagner ’11, Sean C. Carey ’12, Sean M.
Moran ’11, Kevin C. Cox ’11, Dana M. Hardbower ’11, Clare E. Stankwitz ’11. Front: Sarah A. Underwood ’11, Kristin K. Beckett ’11,
Jamie N. Hershaw ’11, Hannah E. Jeffers ’11, Megan C. Grady ’11, Kathryn L. Fay ’11, Brooke C. Matson ’11.
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Alumni Press ‘Play’ on their Multimedia AVAdventure ~ LESLIE MCCULLOUGH

A
t precisely 10 p.m. on a Friday evening last spring, more than 800 people around the William and Mary campus
pushed play on their mobile devices. This is what they heard: “Good evening. You have been selected for a scientific demon-
stration. Please report to the Tyler Statue Garden as quickly as possible.” And suddenly they were part of what could be
the next big social technology phenomenon. ~ It was the fifth in a series of unique digital storytelling experiences now
known as AVAdventure. Created by Adam Stackhouse ’04 and several fellow W&M grads, each interactive narrative com-
bines detailed scripting and costumed actors with improvised performances and unpredictable interactions to create a

highly entertaining experience. After receiving a coveted invitation, the team — now consisting of Stackhouse, Ben Kennedy ’05, Kelley
Quinn ’09, Liz Sykes ’06 and Mike Weissberger ’05 — prepared a presentation for South by Southwest, the industry’s top conference held in
March in Austin, Texas. The response was encouraging. ~ “What we are doing is new and different,” says Stackhouse. “The ball is already
in motion for the next step.” ~ Here’s how it works. Participants download a media file — either audio or audio/video — then upload it to
their mobile device (MP3 players, smart phones, etc.) and at a predetermined time press play to begin a narrative created by the AVAdven-
ture team. As the story unfolds, users are given instructions to follow and choices to make, and are introduced to characters to create an
experience that is part movie, part social media experiment and part interactive theater-in-the-round. ~ “People who have never heard of
the AVAdventure  aren’t sure what to expect,” says Sykes. “Some people love the element of mystery and others are hesitant. Seeing people
react to the  story and become engaged is always fun. Once we’re into the story, people will be booing or cheering for characters and seem so
invested in what happens. Seeing that transition is one of the best parts.” ~ In the case of the spring 2010 adventure, Time | Split, two sepa-P
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An Adventure in Headphones

Participants in the Feb. 26 AVAdventure, The
Declaration of Codependence, freeze in place
as part of the interactive multimedia narrative.
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The Virginia Shakespeare Festival (VSF) has been a William and

Mary tradition since its debut in 1978. This year, the 33rd season of

the VSF will be a study in opposites. Professor of theater at the Col-

lege and VSF’s artistic director Christopher Owens has selected

The Comedy of Errors and Hamlet as the two featured plays. 

“The Comedy of Errorsuses slapstick, banana-peelish humor while

Hamlet is all about the introspective soliloquy,” says Owens. “Of all of

the Bard’s plays, you could not find a pair more wildly opposite.”

The Comedy of Errors is one of Shakespeare’s earlier plays and is

Summer Shakespeare

rate and synchronized 90-minute narratives led participants on a
time-traveling adventure. At the predetermined time of 10 p.m.,
everyone who down-
loaded one of the adven-
tures hit play and followed
the story they were given.
At The Heist in May 2011,
the team partnered with
the City of Williamsburg
and curated a weeklong
gallery full of real pieces
from local artists — then
four groups with distinct characters were led on a complex art rob-
bery in the pouring rain.

“With each participant engaged through headphones as part of
the large group, it creates a compellingly personal experience and
communal interaction at the same time,” says Stackhouse.

Each Time | Split narrative had the groups crisscross campus follow-
ing a historically based story about the invention of a powerful time
machine. At various points, each group encountered live interactions
between characters acting out the narrative on their mobile devices.

At other points, the two groups discovered each other and inter-
acted in dramatic ways. For example, the time-travel story took
each group to the Age of Dinosaurs. One group was told to freeze
into fossilized form to avoid detection by a group of scientists;
moments later the other group was told to come and walk through

the land of the dinosaurs. Thus one group became the characters
for the other group’s story, and vice versa.

“We are blurring the
lines between predeter-
mined narrative and live
experience,” says Stack-
house. 

This February, AVAd-
venture launched  The
Declaration of Codepen-
dence, their first experi-
ence that engaged

groups in Washington, D.C., Williamsburg and online at the same
time. In May, former AVAdventure actor Andrew Whitmire ’09
hired the team to create an adventure for a massive kids’ confer-
ence in Knoxville, Tenn., over Memorial Day weekend.

“Our challenge is to push the boundaries of interactive story-
telling and focus the excitement around what we are doing,” says
Stackhouse. “From interactive museum education experiences to a
personalized wedding proposal, the uses of what we are doing
could be seemingly endless.”

After South by Southwest, Publishers Weekly may have put it
best: “Whatever the future may be for interactive storytelling, you
can bet that AVAdventure  . . . will likely be a part of it.”

For more on AVAdventure, visit www.theAVAdventure.com.
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clearly based on the old Roman comedy Menaechmi by Plautus.

Its story of twin brothers and their twin servants, separated in

infancy and now searching for each other, is full of farcical action

and is Shakespeare’s shortest play.  While short in terms of words,

it is full of comic potential, with a wonderfully constructed series of

mistaken identities that has a pair of sisters romantically involved

with alternating twin brothers.  

Hamlet’s challenge will be in offering something unique to an

audience that has probably seen it many times before.

Fortunately, liberal artistic license is one of the hallmarks of

Shakespeare’s plays.

“Virtually no one does every single line since Hamlet is so

long,” says Owens. “When I started working on the edit, I began

looking to highlight those sections of the text that are about

action and Hamlet’s wicked sense of humor. This Hamlet is not

‘the melancholy Dane’ as he’s been termed by some reviewers

but a man of action, looking for the ideal opportunity to avenge

his father’s murder.”

Owens’ approach will focus on the spooky ghost story aspect of

the play, aided by special effects and surprising elements of humor

that will cast Hamlet in the light of a Hollywood production. 

All performances are held in Phi Beta Kappa Hall Wednesday-

Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. The Comedy of Errors

runs July 6-17; Hamlet runs July 21-31. for tickets, call 757.221.2674

or visit www.wm.edu/VSF.

—Alexandra Hart ’11

“With each participant engaged through
headphones as part of the large group, it creates

a compellingly personal experience and
communal interaction at the same time.”
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The semiannual meeting of the William and Mary Alumni
Association Board of Directors was held at the Reed Smith

Building in New York City, March 31-April 1, 2011. 
The full board meeting included remarks from W&M President W.

Taylor Reveley III, a review of the Association’s finances and invest-
ments, approval of the 2011-12 operating budget, updates from the
constituent group chairs about activities within their cohorts, and
the appointment of subcommittees to examine the boarding balloting
process, career services opportunities and opportunities for better
use of technology.

During the meeting, outgoing board members Susan Arnot-
Heaney ’79, James H. Dillard II ’59 and Nancy Wonnell Mathews ’76
were honored for their service to the Alumni Association. New board
members Ted R. Dintersmith ’74, David N. Kelley ’81 and Susan
Snediker Newman ’79 began their terms at the close of the meeting.

In further action, the board:
• Enacted policy changes to the Alumni Medallion policy and
Board Member Expectation policy.

• Reviewed changes, the timeline and plans for the 2011 Alumni
Board ballot.

• Discussed proposed changes to the Association’s bylaws.
• Approved Cristina Lambert Breslin ’01 and Theresa E.
McReynolds ’99 as the 2011 Young Alumni Service Award
recipients. 

• Selected Capt. Sheryll L. Elston ’74 and Nancy Moore Kiser ’60
as the 2011 Alumni Service Award recipients.

• Chose Earleen O’Roark, associate vice president for human
resources, to receive the 2011 Faculty and Staff Service Award.

• Accorded Honorary Alumni status to Ann M. Boehm, Daniel
G. Stimson, J. Goodenow Tyler III and Anne Martin Ward [see
story on page 19].

• Approved the fiscal year 2011-12 budget as proposed.

[BOARDNOTES]
Alumni Board of Directors Gathers in New York for Spring Meeting

•Granted the following faculty 2011 Alumni Fellowship Awards:
Sarah L. Day, assistant professor of mathematics
Ravi Gupta, assistant professor of religious studies
Anne H. Charity-Hudley, assistant professor of English; director,

linguistics laboratory
Betsy O. Konefal, assistant professor of history
Denise Johnson, associate professor of education

• The following new officers were elected by the full board:
President Peter M. Nance ’66
Vice President Barbara Cole Joynes ’82
Secretary Maria Elena Monteverde-Jackson ’93
Treasurer Timothy J. Mulvaney ’91

During the meeting, the full board also voted to draft a resolu-
tion in appreciation of Carl Strikwerda, outgoing dean of arts and
sciences, for his service to the College.

The next meeting of the Alumni Association Board of Direc-
tors will be Sept. 15-16, 2011 in Williamsburg.

— Sara Piccini

Shirley Aceto Provost’s Office
Carlton Brooks Facilities
Ariana Burnett President’s Office
John B. Coleman Police 
Pamela Garrett Career Center
Diane M. Gilbert Sociology 
Dorothy T. Grosse Public Policy 
Clyde A. Haulman Economics 
Ruth Hershner VIMS
Donald L. Howard Facilities
Nelda J. Klinefelter Information Technology
Hank Mallue School of Business
Martin Moran Financial Operations
Michael Oesterling VIMS 
Lenora O’Toole Information Technology
Lois Parker Auxiliary
Diane Perry VIMS
Cynthia Sadler Swem Library
Rebecca Searle Police 
Ernestine Smith Facilities

Associate Members 
The William and Mary Alumni Association Board of Directors
named the following non-alumni retirees as associate mem-
bers in the Alumni Association:

Board Election Reminder
Beginning this year, all alumni are eligible to vote for nom-
inees to the William and Mary Alumni Association Board
of Directors. The Board of Directors, which meets twice a
year, is responsible for general and financial policymaking
and for steering the course of the Alumni Association. 
Be sure to watch for details in the Fall 2011 issue of the

William and Mary Alumni Magazine and let your voice be
heard. The issue will include biographical information and
a statement from each of the nominees. You’ll also find
full instructions on how to cast your vote.
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TYet the war’s meaning remains fractured. A century and a half
after the opening salvo at Fort Sumter, we are still arguing over
the Civil War’s causes and outcomes, even over the name of the
war itself. And we are still binding up the nation’s wounds.

he American Civil War defined us as one nation, indivisible.

41ALUMNI MAGAZINE SUMMER 2011

With this issue, the William and Mary Alumni Magazine is inaugurating a three-part series marking the 150th anniversary of the war.
Today, with Williamsburg restored to its 18th-century appearance, it’s difficult to recall the Civil War’s impact on the College and the
town. Caught in the crossfire between the Union and the Confederacy, Williamsburg embodied the conflicting loyalties that split the
nation as a whole.

• Part I of the magazine series, which begins on page 42, offers brief accounts of what happened to the College and the com
munity during the war, followed by a sampling of voices from Williamsburg. These quotes help make clear the divide between 
North and South, black and white, as well as the war’s human cost.
• Part II, to be written by historian Sean Heuvel ’02, M.Ed. ’05, follows the fate of William and Mary’s faculty, students and 
alumni during the war. We will profile those who served in governmental and military positions as well as ordinary soldiers.
• In Part III, we will invite faculty members to offer their views on the war’s lasting impact for the nation. 

We hope that the series will open a dialogue among readers; we expect, and welcome, differences of opinion. To encourage explo-
ration and discussion of the issues, we have set up a Civil War section within the my1693 online history community at
www.wmalumni.com/group/history. You’ll find a gallery of Civil War images, a list of resources and a forum for comments.
If you plan to be in Williamsburg, we also encourage you to visit two related exhibits at Swem Library, open through September 2011:

“Irrepressible Conflict or Blundering Generation? The Coming of the Civil War” and “The Road from ‘Separate But Equal’ to ‘With All
Deliberate Speed’: Civil Rights in Public Education.”

—Sara Piccini



Both William and Mary and the town of Williamsburg were trans-
formed by the Civil War. As an observer wrote of Bruton Parish Church,
used as a hospital, “Every spot was baptized with blood.” Here are brief
accounts of the fate of the College and the town during the war.  

The College: A Casualty of War
On May 10, 1861 — a few short weeks after Virginia’s secession from
the United States — William and Mary President Benjamin Ewell
issued a circular to the people of Williamsburg:
“The Lectures in this College have been suspended during the

remainder of the present Session. In taking this step ... the Faculty
have been guided by a sense of public duty, which, they trust, will
require no explanation.”
Ewell, a West Point graduate and a Unionist, had tried to quell

war fever on campus for months. When students petitioned him in
January to form a militia company, “it was the general impression
that President Ewell had got himself appointed captain for the
express purpose of preventing the company from ever being organ-
ized,” according to student William Reynolds.
For Ewell, however, loyalty to his home state of Virginia ultimately

won out. He was commissioned as a Confederate army colonel,
although he had never served as a soldier, and planned the fortifica-
tions around Williamsburg early in the war. His younger brother,
Richard, became a Confederate general.
Nearly all of William and Mary’s 63 students joined the Southern

side as well. The only exceptions were William Reynolds from Mary-
land and Thomas Bowden of Virginia — the son of Unionist Lemuel

Bowden, who briefly served as Williamsburg’s mayor during the war. 
With the College deserted, the Wren Building (then known as the

Main Building) first served as a Confederate barracks. J. Staunton
Moore of the 15th Virginia Regiment remembered spending the
night of May 27, 1861 at the College: “Our company was quartered in
the library of the college and other rooms. … I selected some of my
favorite authors for a pillow.” That summer, as workers on Williams-
burg’s fortifications contracted malaria and other diseases, the
Wren was commandeered as a hospital. 
The next year, after the May 1862 Battle of Williamsburg, the

Wren became the scene of true horror. A French observer with the
Union Army noted that “the wounded were lying upon the very
steps of the college porticoes.” 
The Confederate Army retreated after the battle and the U.S.

Federal government occupied Williamsburg for the remainder of the
war. Union officers lived in the Brafferton, and Williamsburg resi-
dent Virginia Southall lived with her family in the President’s House.
On the night of Sept. 9, 1862, Union soldiers from the Fifth Penn-

sylvania Cavalry — reportedly drunk — set fire to the Wren Build-
ing in retaliation for a Confederate raid earlier that day. It was the
second time in three years that the building               had been destroyed by
fire. The Wren would not be reconstructed until 1869.
President Ewell returned to Williamsburg after the war, pledging

his allegiance to the Union once more. Almost single-handedly, 
he began the long process of rebuilding the College of William 
and Mary. 

—Sara Piccini
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May 10, 1861
W&M faculty vote to sus-
pend classes after 
Virginia’s secession from
the Union in April.

May 5, 1862
The Battle of Williamsburg.
Both sides claim victory;
Federal occupation begins.

September 9, 1862
Union troops set fire to the
Wren Building in retaliation
after a Confederate raid.

January 1, 1863
With the Emancipation
Proclamation, Federal
authorities treat Williams-
burg slaves as free.

March 29, 1863
Confederate troops briefly
reoccupy Williamsburg,
with fighting near the 
College on Duke of
Gloucester Street.

THE WAR COMES TO WILLIAMSBURG

Drawing of the Wren Building as it appeared in 1862. From a collection of illustrations by Robert K. Sneden, a U.S. Army soldier and mapmaker. 
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The Town: Caught in the Crossfire
In 1860, Williamsburg bore little similarity to its 18th-century past,
and even less to its modern counterpart. The town had become
known as a quiet and sleepy place.
Williamsburg’s lethargy was disturbed in 1861, when Virginia

passed an ordinance of secession, leaving the United States.
With secession, the state began to make preparations to defend

itself from invasion. Like most able-bodied men in Virginia, most of
the men in Williamsburg volunteered for military service.
From May 1861 until March 1862, Confederate soldiers, hired free

blacks and rented slaves labored to make three defensive lines
across the Virginia Peninsula. Upon its completion, the Williams-
burg line was composed of a large earthen fort — Fort Magruder,
named for the Confederate area commander, Gen. “Prince” John
Bankhead Magruder — with supporting redoubts. 
In the spring of 1862, the Army of the Potomac commanded by

Gen. George B. McClellan began to advance on Richmond. The 
rapidly advancing Federal cavalry caught up with the slowly moving
Confederate rear guard just outside Williamsburg. A confused
engagement began on May 5. The combat was characterized by
hours of charge and countercharge, rain and slippery mud. [Readers
can find a detailed account of the Battle of Williamsburg in Defend This
Old Town by Carol Kettenburg Dubbs M.A. ’80.]
In the coming years, the action in Williamsburg would be

remembered more as a large skirmish than as a major battle. But it
served its purpose at the time, bloodying raw recruits and teaching
them to work together. It taught Northerners and Southerners to
kill one another. 
Both sides claimed victory. With the Confederates in retreat, how-

ever, Williamsburg found itself an occupied city. The town became an
immense hospital for the wounded and dying. In an irony of history
and as a hollow echo of its past, the Federal army bands paraded up

Duke of Gloucester Street (Main Street) playing “Yankee Doodle.”
Throughout the remainder of the war, Williamsburg lived under

Federal martial law and had the dubious distinction of being the
“border” between United States authority and the Confederacy. The
city endured raids by Confederates and reconnaissance by Union
cavalry. Newspapers and mail from both sides were exchanged
through the town. Intelligence, both official and unofficial, traveled
through Williamsburg to the North and the South.
With the Federal occupation, many slaves simply disappeared.

Three black residents — Til, a cook, Jake, her husband, and Yellow
Jim, a gardener — are known to have spied for the Confederacy. 
After the issuing of the Emancipation Proclamation on Jan. 1,

1863, slavery ceased to exist in the town. A few blacks remained loyal
to past masters and mistresses, whereas others hired themselves
out or departed for greener pastures. Some African-Americans
joined the United States Army to fight against their former masters.
At least two regiments of United States Colored Troops, the Sixth
United States Colored Infantry and the First United States Colored
Calvary, were quartered near the town in 1864. 
With the end of the war in April 1865, refugees and veterans

began to trickle back into town to begin the rebuilding of their lives.
The Freedmen’s Bureau established an office in Williamsburg to
assist former slaves in adjusting to a free society. 
The people of Williamsburg had experienced war up close, with

all its misery and suffering. The city mourned her dead and looked
forward uncertainly to the future.

—Carson O. Hudson Jr.
Reprinted with permission from Civil War Williamsburg,

published by the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation
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March 31, 1863
A Federal military order
effectively sequesters the
town. “Market Line” is
established to allow citi-
zens to buy supplies from
area farmers.

March 1865
Lord Botetourt statue
removed to Eastern
Lunatic Asylum for safe-
keeping.

April 9, 1865
Gen. Robert E. Lee 
surrenders to Gen. Ulysses
S. Grant at Appomattox
Court house in Virginia.

August 1865
President Benjamin Ewell
persuades W&M Board of
Visitors to reopen the Col-
lege and appropriate funds
for repairs.

October 1865
W&M reopens. Classes are
held in the Brafferton.
Struggling financially after
the war, W&M suspends
classes again in 1881. 

Members of Company E, 4th U.S. Colored Infantry, who arrived at Fort
Monroe on Oct. 1, 1863 and engaged in action on the Virginia Peninsula. 

Drawing titled “Williamsburg Va May 9, 1862” depicting Union Army 
wagons on Duke of Gloucester Street.P
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VOICES FROM THE COLLEGE AND THE TOWN

Officers of the 3rd Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery posted at Fort Monroe, Va.

The Occupying Force
“The repudiated Stars and Stripes are now waving over our Town,
and humiliated I feel, we bow our heads to Yankee despotism. … The
utter detestation with which I regard these vandals engenders a 
disgust which I would not feel for the vilest man on our Southern
Soil. … God grant our Southern Patriots may soon relieve us of this
degrading yoke.” 

—Diary of 23-year-old Harriette Cary of Williamsburg, May 1862

The Closing of the College
“Whereas — Civil war is imminent, and the state of Virginia is
threatened with armed invasion, and whereas the exposed position
of this section of the state requires that every citizen should be free
to enlist in its defense; and whereas, a large majority of the students
have already left college, and those who still remain — most of whom
propose to leave — are unable, from the excited state of the public
mind, to pursue their collegiate duties with profit — Therefore —
Resolved — that the exercises of the college be suspended during the
remainder of the present session.”

—W&M Faculty Minutes, May 10, 1861

Rear view of the Wren Building (then the Main Building) in 1862. Originally
printed in Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper on March 10, 1866.

Fugitive slaves fording the Rappahannock River, 1862. Thousands of
slaves sought freedom behind Union lines as “contrabands of war.”

The Meaning of Freedom
One day Eliza Baker, still working for the Whiting family, called upon
[the provost marshal] Hennessey ...  to request a pass into the country
for the next Sunday. When he asked why she wanted to wait until Sun-
day, she replied she had to work for Mrs. Whiting during the week.
“You can go when you want to,” he told Eliza. “You are just as free as
she is.” With a pass for Tuesday in hand, Eliza went back to the Whit-
ings’ house. … “I went upstairs and got my dress (I only had two),” Eliza
later related, “and that night I took out and went down home, and I
ain’t never been back to the Whitings since.”

—From Defend This Old Town by Carol Kettenburg Dubbs M.A. ’80
Eliza Baker’s remembrances were recorded by 

the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation
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Yankees Snubbed on the Streets
“The women … took advantage of the uniform courtesy of the ‘Yankees,’
whom they despised and hated. ... They compressed their dresses whenev-
er they met an officer or enlisted man, so that the garments would not 
touch the persons they passed. They pulled their hats over their faces to
preclude scrutiny. But these precautions were useless, for their cadaverous
features and lank forms were sometimes seen; and all were satisifed that
the Southern beauties about whom so much has been written did not
reside in Williamsburg.”

—U.S. Army Cap. Henry Blake 

A Family Reunited
“We determined to keep our Christmas. … The snow was falling fast, but we put up
our umbrellas, kindled a fire, set on such logs as we could find, eat our cake and drank
our toasts to our Confederate heroes in the hearing of the Sentinel whose forbearance
we rewarded by giving him a glass of our wine. … He expressed his sympathy for us in
a manly frank manner that touched us. Prisoners and Lunatics are grateful for very
small favors.”
—Cynthia Beverley Tucker Coleman, prevented from reentering Williamsburg after Federal

occupation, met her mother at the town’s “Market Line” for Christmas in 1864.
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A prewar portrait of Cynthia Beverley Tucker Coleman, granddaughter of
W&M Law Professor St. George Tucker. 

Union officers and ladies on the porch of a garrison house at Fort Monroe, Va.

The Wren Becomes a Hospital
“What a strange metamorphosis was this of the peaceful abode of 
science and learning into a veritable chamber of horrors, where every turn of
the eye revealed some shocking spectacle of human misery. …
“As I ascended the stairway my foot struck some object, and a man passing

at that moment with a light from one of the rooms showed me a pile of legs
and arms that had been amputated and thrown on the landscape of the stair-
way, that being the only place unoccupied by the wounded.”

—Confederate soldier Randolph Abbott Shotwell, May 1862

Putting their differences aside, Confederate and Union surgeons worked
together treating the wounded after the May 1862 Battle of Williamsburg.

The War’s Aftermath
“As the College Buildings were destroyed by the U.S. Forces, I think the
Faculty — together with the Board of Visitors, should adopt means to
have brought before the Federal Government all the circumstances con-
nected with that event, and use every effort to obtain from Congress — a
sum sufficient to repair the losses sustained by the fire.”
—W&M Professor Edwin Taliaferro writing to President Ewell, June 13, 1865

Confederate Gen. Henry A. Wise’s April 9, 1863 raid on Williamsburg. Drawing
by U.S. Provost Marshal David E. Cronin.



Leni Ashmore Sorensen M.A. ’97, Ph.D. ’05

Traveling a varied path, historian, culinary expert and
farmer Leni Ashmore Sorensen M.A. ’97, Ph.D. ’05 has
remained grounded in the land.
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The long and winding path that led from her West Coast
childhood to her place as a historian in Charlottesville is an
adventure story worthy of a book.
“I hope to write my memoir someday,” Sorensen says. “I

always tell my children I lived my life backwards,” she adds,
“because I didn’t start college until I was 46.”
Part of her story recently caught the attention of CNN.com.

Sorensen was born in 1942 to a white mother and an African-
American father, during a time when biracial marriage was illegal
in California. Because the 2010 U.S. Census showed a large
increase in multiracial families, CNN has been publishing a series
of stories on the topic. CNN contacted Sorensen and profiled the
three generations of her     multiracial family.
Not only was her mother white, “she was a communist,” says

Sorensen, breaking into a French worker’s song. Sorensen spent
many evenings as a child in the company of left-wing thinkers and
activists. She recalls her mother driving to the airport to pick up
W.E.B. Du Bois, the renowned African-American intellectual, who
spoke at her church in the 1940s.
Sorensen was surrounded by the world of ideas, but she was also

surrounded by land and the agrarian lifestyle. Growing up in rural
areas of California outside of San Diego, she learned to love the
land. Her mother taught her to garden at an early age.

“I was gardening since I was 9 or 10 years old,” says Sorensen. “I
always felt connected to rural people … people who are making their
economy from the land. They have an element of self-reliance.”
Although a tremendous reader, Leni couldn’t stand the social and

political setting of high school. She dropped out of school after 11th
grade and got married. She had her first son, Kierk, in 1960.
Sorensen began to actively pursue her interest in music and dance
and joined a musical group called the Womenfolk as a guitarist and
singer. In 1963, she moved to New York City and traveled the world
with the band for the next three and a half years.
The Womenfolk had one Billboard Top 100 hit — their version of

the folk song “Little Boxes.” It’s one of Sorensen’s favorites and is
the shortest record, at 1 minute 3 seconds, ever to make 
the Top 100. The song, written by Malvina Reynolds, satirizes 
suburban sprawl “made of ticky tacky” and conformist middle-class
attitudes. 
“The John Birch Society wrote letters to radio stations to stop

them from playing it because they thought we were communists,”
says Sorensen with a laugh.

The Womenfolk were the only all-female folk group at the time,
and they performed on several episodes of the Ed Sullivan Show as
well as The Red Skelton Show and other television programs.
After the band broke up in 1966, Sorensen moved back to 

California. She continues to have a relationship with the other band
members and occasionally they will get together and sing. Back in
Los Angeles, Sorensen had another son, Nikolas, in 1969 with her
second husband, a cinematographer who would often use Leni as a
model. Always exploring a variety of interests, that same year Leni
performed in a Los Angeles production of Hair.
In the early 1970s, Sorensen felt the call of the agrarian life. After

divorcing her second husband, she traveled to British Columbia to
work on a farm. In 1974, she moved with her third husband, Kip
Sorensen, to South Dakota to farm his family homestead of 160
acres in Flanders. The farm produced mainly organic navy and
pinto beans, but the Sorensens also raised four milk cows, 10 sows
and lots of chickens.
She gave birth to her two youngest children, Winter and Bjorn,

at home in South Dakota. Becoming active in the home birthingIN
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Sorensen with the fruits of her labor from her farm in Crozet, Va.

hen Leni Ashmore Sorensen M.A. ’97,
Ph.D. ’05 was a little girl in Southern Cali-
fornia, she spent a lot of time in the
kitchen, partially out of necessity and par-
tially out of interest. As the daughter of a

single mom who worked, Leni found herself cooking dinners most
nights. She discovered the art of cooking and enjoyed making

meals, as long as
someone else was

doing the dishes. Over the years, Leni has found a way to weave her
interest in growing and preparing food into all areas of her life,
whether as a performer, mother, historian or teacher.
Today, Sorensen works as the African American Research His-

torian, as well as the unofficial culinary historian, at Thomas Jef-
ferson’s Monticello in Charlottesville, Va. Her research at Monticel-
lo focuses on Mulberry Row, center of the industries that kept the
plantation running — from the blacksmith shop to the nailery. 
She also gives lectures at various institutions and organizations

on Jefferson’s kitchen and the African-American chefs who pre-
pared the meals at Monticello, including Sally Hemings’
brother James, whom Jefferson brought to Paris to be
trained in French cooking. In honor of Black History
Month in February this year, Sorensen gave a lecture on
renowned chef Edna Lewis for a fundraising dinner, while
celebrity chef Carla Hall from Bravo’s Top Chef prepared
the meal.

W
By Melissa V. Pinard Rossow



movement, Sorensen helped women with advice in lactation and
nutrition, but she never became militant about it.
“I am only interested in sharing what I know,” she says. “I am not

going to proselytize. I am here for people who want to learn.”
In 1982, when small farm loans under $120,000 were being fore-

closed, the Sorensens couldn’t pay off their loan and had to give up
the farm. They traveled east to visit friends and decided to settle in
Albemarle County, Va., outside of Charlottesville. Sorensen began
working as a spinner and weaver at Ash Lawn-Highland, the home
of James Monroe, owned by William and Mary. As a performer, she
thrived in this setting and was able to share with her audience a
narrative history from her own reading and experience. During this
time, she also had the inspiration to finish her education.
Most of Sorensen’s early education came through her voracious

reading. She remembers receiving her first library card from the
Los Angeles Public Library when she was a mere 4 years old. 
“As soon as you could sign your name you could get a library

card,” Sorensen says.
In 1967, she even completed Will and Ariel Durant’s entire 

11-volume history, The Story of Civilization. For Sorensen, reading is
a passion that has never died.
“I love big reads, big ideas,” says Sorensen. “I love having those

things in my head.”

She left her interpreter job at Ash Lawn-Highland and began the
Mary Baldwin College Adult Degree Program, earning her bache-
lor’s degree in history in 1992, graduating magna cum laude and Phi
Beta Kappa. Knowing she wanted to continue her education, she
started applying to graduate schools.
Sorensen isn’t a person who just has dreams — she pursues

them. During a dinner party one evening, Leni was introduced 
to Robert Gross, former professor of history and American studies
at the College.

“He’s one of the greatest people I met at William and Mary,” says
Sorensen. “I met many wonderful people there, but he was the first,
immediately encouraging and welcoming.”
After conversing with Gross for over two hours, Leni decided to

visit William and Mary and attend a seminar. The experience was
exactly what she was searching for — a place to discuss books and
big ideas.
“It was fabulous,” says Sorensen. “Eight people sitting around

the table for three hours and talking about books. I had been wait-
ing to do this all of my life.”
After enrolling in the master’s program, Sorensen decided to

move to Williamsburg to get the full graduate school experience. She
worked at Colonial Williamsburg as an interpreter and consultant
until 1997, when she completed her master’s degree and returned to
Charlottesville. She finished her Ph.D. while consulting and teaching
and accepted the position at Monticello in January 2006.
Although she loves historical research, she always finds a way to

incorporate her passion for food into her work.
According to Sorensen, her favorite food depends on the season.

“I love new potatoes when they are young enough that the skin just
comes right off,” she says. “I love the variety of lettuce, and there is
nothing better than a homegrown BLT.”
She has taught cookery for over 40 years and continues to offer

classes out of her home, teaching everything from baking bread to
making tamales, evidence of her Southern California roots.
“I like the process — the doing of these things,” she says, 

“and if other people want to do it with me then that is really cool.”
Sorensen shares this wisdom on her blog called the View from

Indigo House (http://indigohousehistory.com), writing about “food,
history, rural life, and how we connect our cultural past and future.”
There comes a point at the end of each day when, after leaving

Monticello, Sorensen no longer has to focus on the past and can live
in the present. She can tend her own garden and create what 
she wants for dinner — maybe today it will be a BLT if the tomatoes
are ripe. 
Melissa V. Pinard Rossow is the former director of alumni communications and

editor of the William and Mary Alumni Magazine. She now works as a free-

lance writer and editor in Charlottesville, Va.
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The Womenfolk circa 1965: (l-r) Barbara Cooper, Lalah Simcoe, Joyce James
and Leni Ashmore Sorensen.  

Three generations of the family in 1973: (l-r) Leni, son Nikolas, paternal grand-
mother Maude, mother Lisa and son Kierk.

I always felt connected to rural 
people … people who are making
their economy from the land.”

“



There’s an old cliché that college graduates often hear: “May your avocation

become your vocation.” For many young people, life gets in the way. But for screen-

writer Ashley Edward Miller ’94, his dreams truly have become a reality. Two of his

films — Thor and X-Men: First Class — debuted within a month of each other this

summer and are box-office blockbusters. Chicago Sun-Times movie critic Richard

Roeper called Thor “the most entertaining superhero debut since the original 

Spider-Man.” Miller’s experience is an example of how an education at the College of

William and Mary can change a person, allowing them to point their career and life

in any direction. For Miller, his direction is quite literally with the stars.

shley Edward Miller ’94:

Writing and living his dream

Screenwriter Ashley Edward Miller ’94 
hammers out ideas over coffee with an old friend. 

Story and Illustration by Eric W. Pesola
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“I graduated in 1994 with a degree in English and government,”
says Miller. “I had kind of a winding road into screenwriting.”
Miller’s first job out of school was a middle-school English

teacher for a year. Then for the next seven years, he worked for a
defense contractor. All the while he spent his free time fine-tuning
his writing skills. He met his writing partner, Zack Stentz, back in
1997, and thanks to a twist of fate, met a producer of the television
series Gene Roddenberry’s Andromeda, who bought five scripts
from the duo in 2000. Later Miller and Stentz worked on the
revival of The Twilight Zone. In this time, they had been working on
a few spec scripts that eventually got them the job with the new
television show Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles.
“We were the first writers who were hired for that show and we

were there for its entire run,” says Miller. “It was one of the best
professional and creative experiences that I’ve ever had.”
Though Sarah Connor was well-liked by many and critically

acclaimed, the show was canceled after two seasons. The parent
network of the show, sensing that they could lose a talented writ-
ing team, immediately transitioned Miller and Stentz to the show
Fringe. It was just before the end of Sarah Connor and at the start
of their run with Fringe that a new opportunity struck them like a
bolt of lightning.
“Thor happened while we were in the middle of writing a two-

part episode in Sarah Connor. We had just realized that it would
need to be a two-parter and we were heavily re-writing an episode
of the show which basically didn’t work,” says Miller. “We were in
the middle of post [production] for another episode. There were a
ton of things that were happening on the show that would have
made it nearly impossible to function.
“I was particularly excited, because Thor was always one of my

very favorite characters and was one of the first comic characters
that I truly collected. I could speak chapter and verse about Thor.”
As fate would have it, Miller was working closely on the 

Thor project with the film’s director, Kenneth Branagh. It was 
this man who helped refocus Miller’s life while he was a student 
at the College.
“I was a government major initially because when I showed up

to the College, I thought that I’d want to do something with that,”
says Miller. “But I was always a writer; I was always a reader. 
I resisted becoming an English major. I had it in my head that 
I did not want to be told what to read, or what to think about 
what I read.

“But one night, I sat down with some of my friends, and I
watched Kenneth Branagh’s Henry V. I was blown away. After that,
I started taking English classes. I took basically every Renais-

sance literature class that Professor Peter Wiggins taught. And
what I realized taking those classes was that Shakespeare wrote
for the cheap seats. He wrote action and he wrote passionately.
You realize that Shakespeare’s first objective, his primary goal was
to entertain his audience — and he was funny, exciting and insight-
ful. Shakespeare opens up your mind.”
Miller and his partner worked through five drafts of the Thor

script, all of them revisions based on that first version. He feels
that the studio looked to his team because they had a reputation
for working collaboratively with others, and they were able to get
quality work done in a hurry.
“Marvel needed writers who had worked in the genre before,

understood comics — and maybe, just maybe, understood
something about Thor,” says Miller. “I can tell you that the
intersection of all of those sets on the Venn diagram, who
meet those conditions, is very small. So we just happened to
be in the right place in the exact right time.”
After they completed Thor, Miller and Stentz went back

to work on Fringe, as well as working on a few new projects
for Disney. Then in April 2010, the team got a call from Fox,
who called them in to give their opinion on another comic-
book franchise that was headed back to the big screen.
“Out of the blue, we got a call saying that they want us to

look at something,” says Miller. “We read the draft that they
had of X-Men: First Class. They said that it needed to be re-worked,
and asked us what we could do. We didn’t realize that we had 10
days to make X-Menwork.”

Marvel needed writers who had

worked in the genre before,

understood comics — and

maybe, just maybe, under-

stood something about Thor.”

“

Australian actor Chris Hemsworth portrays the Norse God Thor in the new
movie.
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Much like when they tackled the Thor proj-
ect, Miller and Stentz pushed into the world of
mutant heroes, working 20-hour days until they
had completed the script.
“We turned in [the script] and got the green

light, probably the fastest turnaround from not
having a script to green light in studio history,”
says Miller. “We did a second draft over a period
of another 10 days. We did a little work here and
there as required over the summer. And then
magic happened and they finished shooting the
movie, and it was out 28 days after Thor.”
Miller laughs at how two projects started and

worked on so far apart hit the screen so 
close together. But due to the difference in the
studio schedules, post-production and a writ-
ers’ strike all thrown in, the two   films that
Miller and Stentz wrote two years apart
debuted almost back-to-back this summer: Thor opened on
May 6, followed by X-Men: First Class, which opened on June 3.
Even through all of his successes, Miller often stops to

take a look at what he’s
accomplished thus far. He
and his wife, Jennifer
Munro ’96, along with their
son Caden, who is just
under 2 years old, make a
point to enjoy all that they
have been through together on their way to Hollywood.
Miller will point to an exact moment where the thought
actually crystallized in his mind.   
“I was in the middle of Agent Cody Banks’ pre-production

in 2002,” says Miller. “The studio and the director and the
producers and everyone were talking about a change to the
script, a major story point. And I was not too happy. I got in
my car and I was driving and thinking about these things.
“Then I had this moment of self-awareness — I said, ‘You know

what, dude? There are tens of thousands of people in this town
alone who would kill to have the bad day that you having. And you
are having this bad day because you are doing what you’ve always
wanted to do since you were a child. So do yourself a favor and shut
up. Do your job, enjoy it and have fun.’”
For some, the amazing résumé   that Miller has compiled thus far

would be enough subject matter for a memoir. But Miller confides
that there is far more ahead.
“In the last year, we’ve written a project for Paramount and

something else for Disney,” says Miller. “We did X-Men for Fox. And
we started work on a project for DreamWorks, which has turned
out to be an amazingly awesome experience. This movie is going to
surprise people.”
Miller also says that at some point in the future, he’d love to work

on a Batman, James Bond or Star Trek film. And that he and
Stentz are currently transforming a script idea into a novel for
young adults, which will be a real departure from the world of Thor
and the X-Men.
“There are other things, but I kind of hesitate to talk about them,

because in a way, if I talk about them that makes them less real,
until they are going forward,” says Miller. “We are working on all
sorts of ideas. We are just getting started.”

OX OFFICE NUMBERS

Thor placed first in its opening weekend in
North America, earning $66 million, including
$6.6 million in IMAX theatres in 213 locations.

As of June 6, 2011, Thor had grossed $427.6 
million worldwide.

X-Men: First Class raked in $130 million on its
opening weekend in the U.S. and 70 other coun-
tries. It was hailed by the Los Angeles Times

for “graduating” with top critical honors. 

As of June 6, 2011, X-Men: First Class had
grossed $60.6 million domestically and $64
million internationally.

Above: Cast of X-Men: First
Class, based on the Marvel

Comics characters. 
Below: In this summer’s Thor, the

god of thunder (Chris
Hemsworth) attempts to lift
Mjolnir, his mighty hammer.
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By Ben Kennedy ’05

N
ORFOLK, Va. — It’s a local tradition: on a hot summer’s day,

there are always hand-rolled ice cream cones at Doumar’s. 

Actually, on a cold winter’s night, there are cones at Doumar’s,

too. There have been hand-rolled cones at Doumar’s for more than 100

years, thanks to a powerful story that still drives the restaurant’s busi-

ness in the 21st century.

A Doumar invented the ice cream cone.
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Just inside the entrance, Al
Doumar ’43 works the origi-
nal cone machine from 1905

just as he has for decades. It’s a simple process. Pour the batter
onto the griddle and press the other half down on top of it. Wait a
little while before pulling the griddle apart again, then wrap the
newly crisp wafer around a metal cone for its shape. Place the
fresh waffle cone in a large can, and top it all off with a lightbulb.
A lightbulb?
“Our cones are better than the ones you get in the supermar-

ket,” says Al. “[Supermarket cones] get soft. They absorb the
moisture from the air. If you put a lightbulb in a can, that will keep
the moisture from accumulating.”
It’s a longtime trick of the trade for the Doumar family. In 1925,

the original Doumar’s        location in Ocean View — a prominent
early-20th-century Norfolk resort on the Chesapeake Bay — sold
22,600 cones in a single day. Their famous cones have made
Doumar’s the local institution that it is today.
“Nobody is left doing what we do,” says Thad Doumar ’87, Al’s

son and now one of the two “main guys” running the restaurant.
“Not only are we kind of a dinosaur as far as restaurants are con-
cerned, but we’re a great novelty. We’re a neat experience for peo-
ple. I get a lot of travelers who say, ‘I saw you on TV.’”
In 2008 alone, Doumar’s was featured on the Travel Channel’s

Food Paradise and the Food Network’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives
for its cone-shaped claim to fame. Diners host Guy Fieri’s auto-
graphed photo still looms over the restaurant, not far from the
only photo that’s even bigger: “Big Al” Doumar grinning with his
William and Mary baseball cap on. Al has worked here since he
was a kid: both as a student at W&M’s Norfolk Division and after
he transferred to the Williamsburg campus and served in the
Naval Reserves. His father, George, was the brother of the cone’s
inventor, and the mastermind behind a Norfolk institution.

“It makes a damn good story, really,” says Al.
It’s almost as good as their ice cream.

In some ways, it starts
with deception.
Norfolk, Va., in 1907

was bustling with the prospect of the Jamestown Exposition — the
300th anniversary of the English colony on the James River.
Organizers promised millions of visitors; President Theodore 
Roosevelt was slated to come to Norfolk to open the festivities.
The story goes that years before, Abe Doumar had come to the

United States from Lebanon and was at the St. Louis World’s Fair
in 1904 selling paperweights. When a fellow vendor ran out of dish-
es for his ice cream, Abe went to a man selling thin wafers pressed
on a waffle iron. He made the wafer into a cone and filled it with
some of the remaining ice cream. He rolled the world’s first ice
cream cone and allowed the stand to stay open. It was the begin-
ning of Doumar’s ice cream cone empire.
Doumar’s ice cream stands sprouted up and down the East

Coast from Coney Island, N.Y., to Jacksonville, Fla. When the
Jamestown Exposition was announced, Abe arrived in Norfolk
intending to secure the exclusive contract to sell ice cream during
the event. But Abe made one mistake.
“While he’s checking out the location and all that stuff, he’s 

rented a room to somebody,” says Thad, Abe’s grandnephew. “He
tells the man what his plans are and what he’s going to bid.”
Sure enough, the man outbid him. Abe lost the contract.
This was a problem. Abe, the idea man of the family, had already

bought machines and made contracts with local ice cream 
makers. He turned to the nearby Ocean View Amusement Park.
He built a stand at Ocean View that Abe’s brother George, the con-
summate businessman, took over. It became the most successful
location of all.

Waitresses bring ice cream to 
waiting cars in the parking lot at

Doumar’s in Norfolk, Va.



By 1934, the Doumar’s loca-
tion at Ocean View had been
destroyed once by a hurricane

(and was about to be destroyed by another). Never mind that it was
only open during the summer, and George Doumar had to come up
with other ways to support his family in the offseason. It was time
to start something permanent.
So while the Ocean View location was rebuilt yet again (it

remained open until 1942), George set up another shop just north of
downtown Norfolk, where land was cheaper and not flood-prone.
The new Doumar’s location added sandwiches to the popular ice
cream offerings. Their barbecue sandwich quickly became a stan-
dard menu item, which it remains to this day. Doumar’s thrived.
“Norfolk became a big city in 10 years,” says Thad of the boom

during World War II. “We were in the right place at the right time
— but our old building really didn’t serve our needs anymore.”
In 1949, George and his sons Victor and Al opened a new building

at the same location: larger, farther from the street, and with plenty
of parking for cars. While competitors put waitresses on roller-
skates, Doumar’s was content to have them walk. What’s the rush?
Visitors could watch the cones being made through a window.

    Even as trends changed,
Doumar’s stayed true to its
roots. When McDonald’s

arrived in 1958, Doumar’s survived. 
In the ’60s, they brought the cone machine back to the front of

the restaurant, where it remains today. By the 1980s, Doumar’s was
more than simply a local institution. Al Doumar was invited to the
U.S. Senate, where he rolled cones for Sen. Bob Dole. Victor
Doumar appeared on Good Morning America. The legend was grow-
ing, but there was still work to be done.
Thad Doumar started working at the family restaurant at 

age 10, continuing during high school and on vacations from W&M.
When Thad’s uncle Victor died in 1986, Al asked his son, then a jun-
ior at W&M, to help out on weekends. After a lot of “back and
forth” from Norfolk to the ’Burg senior year, Thad finished his
accounting degree. He remembers the day clearly.
“May 18, 1987,” he says. “Graduation day. Dad was there on Sun-

day; he shook my hand and said, ‘See you at work tomorrow morn-
ing.’ That’s how I got started.”
Today, Thad and his brother-in-law Randy Windley run Doumar’s

the way it’s always been run: two guys with assistants, serving up
very much the same menu established in 1934 by George Doumar.
“If you come here one time, I say get a barbecue sandwich, get a

limeade — because you can’t get a real limeade anywhere else —
and get an ice cream cone,” Thad says. “Those are the three things
that are truly unique to the place.”
While many other mom-and-pop places might close early on a

slow night, Doumar’s is always open when they say they’re open.
That comes from grandfather George’s philosophy.
“He said, ‘Always work a little harder than the next guy,’” remem-

bers Thad. “I think we try to do that.
“No. 1 was: ‘Always do what you say you’re going to do,’” Thad

continues. “The strength of the Doumar family is when we tell you
we’re going to do something, we do it. That goes a long way.”
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Thad Doumar ’87, dad Al Doumar ’43 and brother-in-law Randy Windley in
front of the famous Doumar's counter.

School groups from all over Hampton Roads, Va.,      visit Doumar’s to learn about
the restaurant and, yes, have one of their hand-rolled ice cream cones.

Al Doumar ’43 makes cones for Sens. Bob Dole and Pete Domenici as an invited
Senate guest in the 1980s.




